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VI PREFACE. 

I remember that excellent Irishman Bianconi, not the 
less Irish that he was bom at Lucca, — which was sim- 
ply a "bull," — once telling me that to popularize a 
road on which few people were then travelling, and on 
which his daily two-horse car was accustomed to go its 
journey, with two or at most three passengers, the idea 
occurred to him that he would start an opposition con- 
veyance, of course in perfect secrecy, and with every 
outward show of its being a genuine rival. He effected 
his object with such success that his own agents were 
completely taken in, and never wearied of reporting, 
for his gratification, all the shortcomings and disasters 
of the rival company. 

At length, and when the struggle between the com- 
petitors was at its height, one of his drivers rushed 
frantically into his office one day, crying out, " Give a 
crown-piece to drink your honor's health for what I 
done to-day." 

"What was it, Larry?" 

" I killed the yallow mare of the opposition car ; I 
passed her on the long hill, when she was blown, and 
I bruk her heart before she reached the top." 

After this I gave up the opposition," said my friend ; 
' mocking was catching,' as the old proverb says ; and 
I thought that one might carry a joke a little too 
far." 

I had this experience before me, and I will not 
say it did not impress me. My puzzle was, however, 
in this wise : I imagined I did not care on which horse 
I stood to win ; in other words, I persuaded myself that 
it was a matter of perfect indifference to me which 
book took best with the public, and whether the reader 
thought better of " The Daltons " or " Con Cregan," 
that it could in no way concern me. 
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PREFACE. vii 

That I totally misunderstood myself, or misconceived 
the case before me, I am now quite ready to own. For 
one notice of " The Daltons " by the Press, there were 
at least three or four of " Con Cregan," and while the 
former was dismissed with a few polite and measured 
plirases, the latter was largely praised and freely 
quoted. Nor was this all. The critics discovered in 
'^ Con Cregan " a freshness and a vigor which were 
so sadly deficient in " The Daltons." It was, they 
averred, the work of a less practised writer, but of one 
whose humor was more subtle, and whose portraits, 
roughly sketched as they were, indicated a far higher 
power than the well-known author of " Harry Lorre- 
quer." 

The unknown — for there was no attempt to guess 
him — was pronounced not to be an imitator of Mr. 
Lever, though there were certain small points of resem- 
blance ; for he was clearly original in his conception of 
character, in his conduct of his storj^ and in his dia- 
logues, and there were traits of knowledge of life in 
scenes and under conditions to which Mr. Lever could 
lay no claim. One critic, who had found out more fea- 
tures of resemblance between the two writers than his 
colleagues, uttered a friendly caution to Mr. Lever to 
look to his laurels, for there was a rival in the field 
possessing many of the characteristics by which he 
first won public favor, but a racy drollery in de- 
scription and a quaintness in his humor all his own. 
It was the amusement of one of my children at the 
time to collect these sage comments and torment me 
with their judgments, and I remember a droll little 
note-book, in which they were pasted, and read aloud 
from time to time with no small amusement and 
laughter. 
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One or two of these I have even now before me : — 

" Our new novelist has great stuff in him." — Bath Gazette. 

" ^ Con Cregan ' — author unknown — begins promisingly ; 
his first number is a decided hit." — Cambridge Chronicle. 

" The writer of ' Con Cregan ' is a new hand, but we pre- 
dict he will be a success." — Cambridge Advertiser. 

" A new tale, in a style with which Lever and his follow- 
ers have made us acquainted." — Hampshire Advertiser. 

^' This tale is from the pen of an able Irish writer. The 
dialogue is very smartly written, so much so — and we can- 
not pay the writer a more genuine compliment — that it 
bespeaks the author to be an Irishman, &c." — Somerset 
Gazette. 

" ' Con Cregan ' — by an unnamed author — is a new can- 
didate for popularity," &c. — Northern Whig, Belfast. 

" The writer must be an Irishman." — Notti?igham Gazette. 

" A new bark, launched by an unknown builder." — 
Cheltenham Chronicle. 

^' That the author's name is not disclosed will not affect 
the popularity of this work, — one of the most attractive," 
&c. — Oxford Journal. 

^' This is a new tale by the pen of some able Irish writer, 
the first part of which is only published." — Ten Toivn 
Messenger. 

'' Another new candidate for popular fame, and ' Harry 
Lorrequer' had better look to his laurels. There is a 
poacher in the manor in the person of the writer of ' Con 
Cregan.*" — Yorkshi reman. 

'''Con Cregan' promises to become as great a fact as 
' Harry Lorrequer.* " — People's Journal. 

" The author of ' Con Cregan,' whoever he be, is no ordi- 
nary man." 

" Another daring author has entered the lists, and with 
every promise of success." — Exeter Post. 

It may sound very absurd to confess it, but I was 
excessively provoked at the superior success of the 
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unacknowledged book, and felt the rivalry to the full 
as painfully as though I had never written a line of 
it. Was it that I thought well of one story and very 
meanly of the other, and in consequence was angry at 
the want of concurrence of my critics ? I suspect not. 
I rather imagine I felt hurt at discovering how little 
hold I had, in my acknowledged name, on a public 
with whom I fancied myself on such good terms ; and 
it pained me to see with wliat little difficulty a new and 
a nameless man could push for the place I had believed 
to be my own. 

'* The Daltons " I always wrote, after my habit, in 
the morning ; I never turned to " Con Cregan " until 
nigh midnight ; and I can still remember the widely 
different feelings with which I addressed myself to the 
tiisk I liked, and to a story which, hi the absurd fasliion 
I have mentioned, was associated with wounded self- 
love. 

It is scarcely necessary for me to say that there was 
no plan whatever in this book. My notion was, that 
^' Con Cregan," once created, would not fail to find 
adventures. The vicissitudes of daily poverty would 
beget shifts and contrivances ; with these successes 
would come ambition and daring. Meanwhile a grow- 
ing knowledge of life would develop his character, 
and I should soon see whether he would win the 
silver spoon or spoil the horn. I ask pardon in the 
most humble manner for presuming for a moment to 
associate my hero with the great original of Le Sage. 

But I used the word " Irish " adjectively, and with 
the same amount of qualification that one employs to a 
diamond, and indeed, as I have read it in a London 
j)a{)er, to a "Lord." 

An American officer, of whom I saw much at the 
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time, was my guide to the interior of Mexico ; he had 
been originally in the Santa F6 expedition, was a man 
of most adventurous disposition, and a love of stirring 
incident and peril, that even broken-down health and a 
failing constitution could not subdue. 

It was often very diflBcult for me to tear myself away 
from his Texan and Mexican experiences, his wild 
scenes of prairie life, or his sojourn amongst Indian 
tribes, and keep to the more commonplace events of my 
own story ; nor could all my entreaties confine him to 
those descriptions of places and scenes which I needed 
for my own characters. 

The saunter after tea-time, with this companion, 
generally along that little river that tumbles through 
the valley of the Bagno di Lucca, was the usual prepa- 
ration for my night's work ; and I came to it as 
intensely possessed by Mexico — di*ess, manner, and 
landscape — as though I had been drawing on the 
recollection of a former journey. 

So completely separated in my mind were the two 
tales by the different parts of the day in which I wrote 
them, that no character of " The Daltons " ever crossed 
my mind after nightfall, nor was there a trnce of " Con 
C'regan " in my head at my breakfast next morning. 

None of the characters of this story have been taken 
from life. The one bit of reality in the whole is in the 
sketch of " Anticosti," where I myself suffered once a 
very small shipwreck, but of which I retain a very 
vivid recollection to this hour. 

I have already owned that I bore a grudge to the 
story as I wrote it ; nor have I outlived the memor}' of 
the chagrin it cost me, though it is many a year since I 
acknowledged that "Con Cregan" was by the author 
of " Harry Lorrequer." 
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J HKX wp whiill liav«' In-oom*. ttrtter »e- 
i|u.iint^l. my worthy n-iuli'i-. tin-!* will 
he littk' nei-ei»sity for my in-inline njwn 
a fact Hhjfli, at tlij= fsrty ••l:ii;i! <>f 
oar intimacy. I deem it refjuinite Ui 
mention; namely, that my native moilc«ty and iMuthfulneiM 
are only second to my veracity, and ttiat whilt- tin- latter 
quality in a manner compek me to lay an <ioeaHional Htrf^iw 
upon my own goodness of heart, peiiero^ity. camiiir. »nd mi 
forth, I have, notwithBlandinp, never intr'Hlu"-!! the mi\iji-H 
without a pang, — snch a pan<; an only a Hentiitive at»i| diffi- 
dent nature can Bnffer or comprehend. There now, nttt amither 
word of preface or apolofrr ! 

I was bom in a little cabin on the bordt-nt of Mealh and 
King's County. It etotx] on a small trian^nilar bit of ifroiiif). 
beside a croas-road: and alttK>u:;)i the pta'-e wao xnrvy-ii 
every ten years or so, they were never ablp to xay lo wUii-U 
ooonty we belonged; there bein'.; ju^t tl>e »ai(>e nuntber of 
arguments for one eiile a- for the other, — a '-ir'-ijiontainv. 



2 CONFESSIONS OF CON CREGAN. 

many believed, that decided my father in his original choice 
of the residence; for while, under the "disputed boundary 
question," he paid no rates or county cess, he always made 
a point of voting at both county elections ! This may seem 
to indicate that my parent was of a naturally acute habit ; 
and indeed the way he became possessed of the bit of ground 
will confirm that impression. 

There was nobody of the rank of gentry in the pai*ish, nor 
even " squireen ; " the richest being a farmer, a snug old fel- 
low, one Henry M'Cabe, that had two sons, who were always 
fighting between themselves which was to have the old man's 
money, — Peter, the elder, doing everything to injure Mat, and 
Mat never backward in paying off the obligation. At last 
Mat, tired out in the struggle, resolved he would bear no 
more. He took leave of his father one night, and next day 
set off for Dublin, and 'listed in the " Buffs." Three weeks 
after, he sailed for India ; and the old man, overwhelmed by 
grief, took to his bed, and never arose from it after. 

Not that his death was any way sudden, for he lingered on 
for months long, — Peter always teasing him to make his will, 
and be revenged on " the dirty spalpeen" that disgraced the 
family, but old Harry as stoutly i-esisting, and declaring 
that whatever he owned should be fairly divided between 
them. 

These disputes between them were well known in the 
neighborhood. Few of the country people passing the house 
at niglit but had overheai-d the old man's weak, reedy voice, 
and Peter's deep, hoarse one, in altercation. When at last 
— it was on a Sunday night — all was still and quiet in the 
house, — not a word, not a footstep, could be heard, no more 
tlian if it were uninhabited, — the neighbors looked knowingly 
at each other, and wondered if the old man was worae — if 
he was dead ! 

It was a little after midnight that a knock came to the 
door of our cabin. I heard it first, for I used to sleep in a 
little snug basket near the fire ; but I did n't speak, for I was 
frightened. It was repeated still louder, and then came a 
cry, "Con Cregan ! Con, I say, open the door! I want 
you." I knew the voice well ; it was Peter M'Cabe's ; but I 
pretended to be fast asleep, and snored loudly. At last my 
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father unbolted the door, and I heard him say, '^Oh, Mr. 
Peter, what's the matter? Is the ould man worse?*' 

'* Faix that 's what he is, for he *s dead ! " 

" Glory be his bed ! when did it happen? " 

" About an hour ago," said Peter, in a voice that even I 
from my comer could perceive was greatly agitated. " He 
died like an ould haythen. Con, and never made a will ! '* 

''That's bad," says my father; for he was always a 
polite man, and said whatever was pleasing to the company. 

" Jt is bad," said Peter; "but it would be worse if we 
could n't help it. Listen to me now, Corny, I want ye to help 
me in this business ; and here 's five guineas in goold, if ye 
do what I bid ye. You know that ye were always reckoned 
the image of my father, and before he took ill ye were mis- 
taken for each other every day of the week." 

" Anan ! " said my father ; for he was getting frightened at 
the notion, without well knowing why. 

" Well, what I want is, for ye to come over to the house, 
and get into the bed." 

" Not beside the corpse? " said my father, trembling. 

" By no means, but by yourself ; and you 're to pretend to 
be my father, and that ye want to make yer will before ye 
die ; and then I '11 send for the neighbors, and Billy Scanlan 
the schoolmaster, pnd ye '11 tell him what to write, laving all 
the farm and everything to me, — ye understand. And 
as the neighbors will see ye, and hear yer voice, it will never 
be believed but that it was himself that did it." 

" The room must be very dark," says my father. 

" To be sure it will, but have no fear ! Nobody will dare 
to come nigh the bed ; and ye '11 only have to make a cross 
with yer pen under the name." 

" And the priest? " said my father. 

" My father quarrelled with him last week about the Easter 
dues, and Father Tom said he 'd not give him the ' rites,' 
and that 's lucky now ! Come along now, quick, for we 've 
no time to lose; it must be all finished before the day 
breaks." 

My father did not lose much time at his toilet, for he just 
wrapped his big coat 'round him, and slipping on his brogues, 
left the house. I sat up in the basket and listened till they 
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were gone some minutes ; and then, in a costume as light as 
my parent's, set out after them, to watch the course of the 
adventure. I thought to take a short cut, and be before 
them; but by bad luck I fell into a bog-hole, and only 
escaped being drowned by a chance. As it was, when I 
reached the house, the performance had already begun. 

I think I see the whole scene this instant before my eyes, 
as I sat on a little window with one pane, and that a broken 
one, and surveyed the proceeding. It was a lai^e room, at 
one end of which was a bed, and beside it a table, with 
physic-bottles, and spoons, and teacups ; a little farther off 
was another table, at which sat Billy Scanlan, with all 
manner of wiiting materials before him. The country 
people sat two, sometimes three, deep round the walls, all 
intently eager and anxious for the coming event. Peter him- 
self went from place to place, trying to smother his grief, 
and occasionally helping the company to whiskey, which 
was supplied with more than accustomed liberality. 

All my consciousness of the deceit and trickery could not 
deprive the scene of a certain solemnity. The misty distance 
of the half-lighted room ; the highly wrought expression of 
the country people's faces, never more intensely excited than 
at some moment of this kind ; the low, deep-drawn breath- 
ings, unbroken save by a sigh or a sob, — the tribute of 
affectionate sorrow to some lost friend, whose memory was 
thus forcibly brought back ; these, I repeat it, were all so real 
that, as I looked, a thrilling sense of awe stole over me, and 
I actually shook with fear. 

A low, faint cough, from the dark comer where the bed 
stood, seemed to cause even a deeper stillness ; and then, in a 
silence where the buzzing of a fly would have been heard, 
my father said, " Where's Billy Scanlan? I want to make 
my will ! " 

'' He 's here, father ! " said Peter, taking Billy by the hand 
and leading him to the bedside. 

** Write what I bid ye, Billy, and be quick ; for I haVn't 
a long time afore me here. I die a good Catholic, though 
Father O'Rafferty won't give me the ' rites ' ! " 

A general chorus of muttered '* Oh ! musha, musha ! " was 
now heaixl through the room ; but whether in grief over the 
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sad fate of the dying man, or the unflmehing severity of the 
pnest, is hard to say. 

*•*' I die in peace with all my neighbors and all mankind I " 

Another chorus of the company seemed to approve these 
charitable expressions. 

" I bequeath unto my son Peter, — and never was there a 
better son, or a decenter boy! — have you that down? I 
bequeath unto my son Peter the whole of my two farms 
of Killimundoonery and Knocksheboora, with the fallow 
meadows behind Lynch's house ; the forge, and the right of 
turf on the Dooran bog. I give him, and much good may it 
do him, Lanty Cassani's acre, and the Luary field, with the 
limekiln; and that reminds me that my mouth is just as 
dry ; let me taste what ye have in the jug." Here the dying 
man took a very hearty pull, and seemed considerably 
refreshed by it. " Where was I, Billy Scanlan?" says he; 
''oh, I remember, at the limekihi; I leave him — that's 
Peter, I mean — the two potato-gardens at Noonan's Well ; 
and it is the elegant fine crops grows there." 

" An't you gettin' wake, father, darlin'?" says Peter, who 
began to be afraid of my father's loquaciousness ; for, to say 
the truth, the punch got into his head, and he was greatly 
disposed to talk. 

" I am, Peter, my son," says he ; "I am getting wake ; 
just touch my lips again with the jug. Ah, Peter, Peter, you 
watered the drink ! " 

"No, indeed, father; but it's the taste is leavin' you," 
says Peter ; and again a low chorus of compassionate pity 
murmured through the cabin. 

'* Well, I 'm nearly done now," says my father; " there's 
only one little plot of ground remaining; and I put it on 
you, Peter, — as ye wish to live a good man, and die with 
the same easy heart I do now, — that ye mind my last words 
to ye here. Are ye listening? Are the neighbors listening? 
Is Billy Scanlan listening? " 

" Yes, su\ Yes, father. We 're all minding," chorused 
the audience. 

" Well, then, it's my last will and testament, and may — 
Give me over the jug." Here he took a long drink. " And 
may that blessed liquor be poison to me if I 'm not as eager 
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aboat this as every other part of my will. I say, then, I 
beqaeath the little plot at the cross-roads to poor Con Cre- 
gan; for he has a heavy charge, and is as honest and as 
hard-working a man as ever I knew. Be a friend to him, 
Peter, dear ; never let him want while ye have it yonrself ; 
think of me on my death-bed whenever he asks ye for any 
trifle. Is it down, Billy Scanlan ? the two acres at the cross 
ti> Con Cregan and his heii*s in secla sedorum. Ah, blessed 
be the saints ! but I feel my heart lighter after that," says 
he; ^^a good work makes an easy conscience. And now 
I '11 drink all the company's good health, and many happy 
returns — " 

What he was going to add, there *8 no saying ; but Peter, 
who was now terribly frightened at the lively tone the sick 
man was assuming, hurried all the people away into another 
room, to let his father die in peace. 

When they were all gone Peter slipped back to my father, 
who was putting on his brogues in a comer. ^' Con," says 
he, '^ ye did it all well ; but sure that was a joke about the 
two acres at the cross." 

*'0f course it was, Peter," says he; " sure it was all a 
joke, for the matter of that. Won't I make the neighbors 
laugh hearty to-morrow when I tell them all about it ! " 

"You wouldn't be mean enough to betray me?" says 
Peter, trembling with fright. 

" Sure ye would n't be mean enough to go against yer 
father's dying wonls," says my father, — " the last sentence 
ever he spoke? " And here he gave a low, wicked laugh, that 
made myself sliake with fear. 

'* Very well, Con ! " says Peter, holding out his hand ; '* a 
bargain 's a bargain ; yer a deep fellow, that *s all ! " And so 
it ended ; and my father 8lipi)ed quietly home over the bog, 
mighty well satisfied with the legacy he left himself. 

And thus we became the owners of the little spot known 
to this day as Con's Acre ; of which, more hereafter. 
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Y father'B proeperity had tho uscal 
effect it has in Biniilnr cAaes. It 
lift^ him into a different epliere 
"■ ' f" ^Ir^ of vumpan ion ship, and snggested 

new habits of life. No longer 
neceaaitated Xo labor daily for hia bread, by a very alight ex- 
ercise of industiy he could cultivate hia "potato-garden;" 
and every one who knows anything of Ireland well knows 
that the potato and its corollary, the pig, supply every 
want of an Iriah cottier household. 

Being thua at liberty to dispose of himaelf and hia time, 
my parent was enabled to practise a long-desired and much- 
coveted mode of life ; which was to frequent " sheebeens " and 
alehouses, and aU similar places of resort, — not, indeed, for 
the gratification of any passion for drink, for my father 
only indulged when he was "treated," and never could 
bring himself to spend a farthing in liquor himself, but his 
great fondness for these places took its origin in his passion 
for talk. Never, indeed, lived there a man — from Lord 
BroQgham himself downwards — who had a greater taste 
for gossip and loquaciouaneaa than my father. It mattered 
little what the aubjeet, he waa always ready ; and whether it 
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were a crim. con. in the newspapers, a seizure for rent, a 
maiTiage in high life, or a pig in the pound, — there he was, 
explaining away all difficult terms of law and juiisprudence ; 
and many a difficulty that Tom CaflPerty, the postmaster, had 
attempted in vain to solve was, by a kind of " writ of 
error," removed to my father's court for explanation and 
decision. 

That he soon became a kind of authority in the neighbor- 
ing town of Kilbeggan need not excite any surprise. It 
is men of precisely his kind, and with talents of an order 
very similar to his, that wield influence in the great cities of 
the earth. It is your talking, pushing, forward men, seeming 
always confident in what they say, never acknowledging 
an error nor confessing a defeat, who take the lead in life. 
With average ability, and ten times the average assurance, 
they reach the goal that bashful merit never even so much 
as gets within sight of. 

His chief resort, however, was the Court of Quarter Ses- 
sions, where he sat from the first opening case to the last 
judgment, watching with an intense interest all the vacillating 
changes of the law's uncertainty, which unquestionably were 
not in any way diminished by the singular individual who 
presided in that seat of justice. Simon Ball, or, as he was 
better known at the bar. Snow Ball, — an epithet he owed to 
his white head and eyebrows, — had qualified himself for the 
Bench by improving upon the proverbial attribute of justice. 
He was not only blind but deaf. For something like forty- 
five years he had walked the hall of the Four Courts with an 
empty bag, and a head scarcely more encumbered, when one 
morning — no one could guess why — the ''Gazette" an- 
nounced that the Lord Lieutenant had appointed him to the 
vacant chairmanship of Westmeath, — a promotion which 
had the effect of confounding all political animosity by its 
perfect unaccountableness. 

It is a law of Nature that nothing ever goes to loss. Bad 
wine will make very tolerable vinegar; spoiled hay is con- 
verted into good manure; and so, a very middling lawyer 
often drops down into a very respectable judge. Had the 
gods but acknowledged Mr. Ball's abilities some years 
earlier, doubtless he had been an exception to the theory* 
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They waited, however, so long that both sight and hearing 
were in abeyance when the promotion came. It seemed to 
rally him, however, this act of recognition, although late. 
It was a kind of corroboration of the self-estimate of a 
long life, and he prepared to show the world that he was 
very different from what they took him for. No men have 
the bump of self-esteem like lawyers ; they live, and grow 
old, and die, always fancying that Holts, and Hales, and 
Mansfields are hid within the unostentatious exterior of 
their dusty garments; and that the wit that dazzles, and 
the pathos that thrills, are all rusting inside, just for want 
of a little of that cheering encouragement by which their 
contemporaries are clad in silk and walk in high places. 
Snow Ball was determined to show the world its error, and 
with a smart frock and green spectacles he took the field 
like a " fine old Irish barrister," with many a dry joke or sly 
sarcasm curled up in the wrinkles beside his mouth. How- 
ever cheap a man may be held by his fellows in the '* Hall," 
he is always sure of a compensation in the pi*o\inces. There 
the country gentlemen looked upon their chairman as a 
Blackstone, — not alone a storehouse of law, but a great ap- 
peal upon questions of general knowledge and information. 
I should scarcely have ventured upon what some of my 
readers may regard as a mere digression, if it were not that 
the gentleman and the peculiar nature of his infirmities had 
led to an intimate relation with my father. My parent's 
fondness for law, and all appertaining to it, had attached 
him to the little inn where Mr. Ball usually put up at 
each season of his visit ; and gradually, by tendering little 
services, as fetching an umbrella when it rained, hastening 
for a book of reference if called for, searching out an im- 
portant witness, and probably by a most frequent and 
respectful use of the title " my lord," instead of the humble 
"your worship," he succeeded in so ingratiating himself 
with the judge that, without exactly occupying any precise 
station, or having any regular employment, he became in 
some sort a recognized appendage, a kind of ^^ unpaid 
attach^ to the court " of Kilbeggan. 

My father was one of those persons who usually ask only 
a " lift" from Fortune, and do not require to be continually 
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MkUsd hj her. From beiw Ukt hnmhitt 
hfi i¥jfm succeeded u> heme his prrcy Tr^meolijr : jnoptTOK m 
hundred little secret «ietaila '-jpf :zLe SK^^ur^ouijd and ie jixal 
failin^H, which aaoally ga.v«; Mr. BaJ''^ ieesaans *ytL liMt bench 
an air ApprftSLehiD^ mspirxdtAL, Mj fill w^re 'Skj of m knowi- 
erl^e of individiud life. Aj cofmiik^iice ripeiied- aoy faxher 
watt frmpiojed in reyjing oat ^> lae jodizie of aa evouK the 
various depositkniis of witnease^. cie inf^anftiniw laid, and 
the affidavits sworn. — i>pc*:«rt!iziitie» frrrfn wiiieiL he did not 
neglect to derive the foil a«ivantag^: f*:»r wiiiie he ii:»a]lT 
ar;cr>mi>anied the written d«~jctxnient widi a rrmning commett- 
tary of his own to Mr. BalL \kt aiiio eontrxv^ tt> kc the 
BaiU>r feel how great wa^ his kn*:>wi£dge of the ease, and 
what a p^iwerf al inflaence behinii the lacene^ be wielded over 
the fortunes of the caase : in^>macii that it became sooa well 
kn^>wn that he who had Cod Cretan '^n bis ^de was better 
off than with the whole Bench of ciDontrv inagi6tratB» disposed 
Ut f2LVor him. 

My father's prudence did not lieisert him in dieBe trying 
circumstances. Without any histi>rical knowledge of the 
matter, he knew by a species of instinct that pride was the 
wrer;k of roost men. and that, to wield reaL sabetanttal power, 
it iH often necessary to assome a sarb of apparent ineflieieiicy 
aiKl inr^pacity. To this end. the greater the iniliieDce he 
p^msesserl. the humbler did he affect to be : ilisclaiming every- 
Uiing like power, he got credit for possessing a far greater 
ahare ttian he ever really enjoye«i. 

That the stream of justice did not run perfectly pore and 
clear, however, may not be a matter of sorprise; for how 
uiuuy rrx^ks, and shoals, and quicksands, are there in the 
chann«l ! and certainly my father was a dangerous hand at 
i\t*'. wh«'«'L Litigation, it must be owned. lost much of its 
vft/!iilation. The usual question about any case was, "What 
tUft-M r:on say? Did Con Cregan tell ye ye 11 win?** That 
wan (U'o'mtvf. ; none sceptical enough to ask for more ! 

At the ft'Mt fff this TJamaliel I was brought up; nothing the 
rfupft'. tMUi\fr\y that a stepmother presided over the " home 
/l<'f;*rf.frient/' As I was a stout boy, of some thirteen or 
fonrUt-n at this |ieriod of my father's life, and could read and 
writi' f/>lerfthly well, I wns constantly employed in making 
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^' Times " says, that will account for all delinquencies. I felt 
this powerfully ; not the less, indeed, that my father almost 
invariably visited me with the penalty of the case then be- 
fore the Court ; so that while copying out at night the details 
of the prosecution, I had time to meditate over the coming 
sentence. It was, perhaps, fortunate for me that capital 
cases do not come under the jurisdiction of a " sitting barris- 
ter ; " otherwise I verily believe I might have suffered the last 
penalty of the law from my parent's infatuation. 

My sense of " equity " at last revolted. I perceived, that 
no matter who '' sued," / was always '* cast ;" and I at length 
resolved on resistance. I remember well the night this 
resolution was formed ; it was a cold and cheerless one of 
January. My father had given me a great mass of papers to 
copy, and a long article for the newspapers to write out, 
which the ''Judge" was to embody in his address to the 
Bench. I never put pen to either, but sat with my head 
between my hands for twelve mortal hours, revolving every 
possible wickedness, and wondering whether in my ingenuity 
I could not invent some offences that no indictment could 
comprise. Day broke, and found me still unoccupied. I 
was just meditating whether I should avow my rebellion 
openly, and " plead " in mitigation, when my father came in. 

My reader must excuse me if I do not dwell on what 
followed. It is enough to say that the nature of my injuries 
are unknown to the criminal statute, and that although my 
wounds and bruises are familiar to the prize-ring, they are 
ignored by all jurisprudence out of the slave states. Even 
my stepmother confessed that I was not fit to " pick out of 
the gutter ; " and she proved her words by leaving me where 
Hay. 

Revenge must be a very " human" passion ; my taste for 
it came quite naturally. I had never read "Othello" nor 
" Zanga; " but I conceived a very clear and precise notion 
that I had a debt to pay, and pay it I would. Had the 
obligation been of a pecuniary character, and some " bank- 
rupt commission " been in jurisdiction over it, I had doubtless 
been called upon to discharge it in a series of instalments 
proportional to my means of life ; being a moral debt, how- 
ever, I enjoyed the privilege of paying it at once, and in 



ANOTHER PEEP AT MY FATHER. 13 

full ; which I did thus : I had often remarked that my father 
arose at night and left the cabin, crossing a little garden 
behind the house to a little shed, where our pig and an ass 
lived in harmony together ; and here, by dint of patient ob- 
servation, I discovered that his occupation lay in the thatch 
of the aforesaid shed, in which he seemed to conceal some 
object of value. 

Thither I now repaired, some secret prompting suggesting 
that it might aflPord me the wished-for means of vengeance. 
My disappointment was indeed great that no compact roll of 
bank-notes, no thick woollen stocking close packed with 
guineas, or even crown-pieces, met my hand. A heavy bundle 
of papers and parchment was all I could find; and these 
bore such an unhappy family resemblance to the cause of all 
my misfortunes that I was ready to tear them to pieces in 
very spite. A mere second's reflection suggested a better 
course. There was a certain attorney in Kilbeggan, one 
Morissy, my father's bitterest enemy ; indeed, my parent's 
influence in the Session court had almost ruined and left him 
without a client. The man of law and precedents in vain 
struggled against decisions which a secret and irresponsible 
adviser contrived beforehand, and Morissy *s knowledge and 
experience were soon discovered to be valueless. It was a 
game in which skill went for nothing. 

This gentleman's character at once pointed him out as the 
fitting agent of vengeance on my father, and by an hour 
after daybreak did I present myself before him in all the 
consciousness of my injured state. 

Mr. Morissy's reception of me was not over gracious. 

" Well, ye spawn of the devil," said he, as he turned 
about from a small fragment of looking-glass, before which 
he was shaving, ''what brings ye here? Bad luck to ye; 
the sight of ye 's made me cut myself." 

"I'm come, sir, for a bit of advice, sir," said I, putting 
my hand to my hat in salutation. 

'' Assault and battery ! " said he, with a grin on the side 
of his mouth where the soap had been shaved away. 

"Yes, sir; an aggravated case," said I, using the phrase 
of the Sessions. 

" Why don't ye apply to yer father? He 's Crown lawyer 
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and Attorney-General ; faith, he's mare besides, — he's 
judge and jury too." 

^^ And more than that in the present suit, sir,** says I, 
following up his illustration ; ^^ he 's the defendant here.** 

'' What ! is that his doing? " 

^^ Yes, sir; his own hand and mark," said I, laughing. 

^^ That 's an ugly cut, and mighty near the eye ! Bat sure, 
after all, you 're his child." 

'' Very true, sir ; it 's only paternal correction ; but I have 
something else ! " 

" What's that, Con my boy?" said he; for we were now 
grown very familiar. 

^^ It is this, sir," said I ; ^^ this roll of papers that I found 
hid in the thatch, — a safe place my father used to make his 
strong-box." 

^^Let us see!" said Morissy, sitting down and opening 
the package. Many were old summonses discharged, notices 
to quit withdrawn, and so on ; but at last he came to two 
papers pinned together, at sight of which he almost jumped 
from his chair. '' Con," says he, "describe the place yon 
found them in." 

I went over all the discovery again. 

" Did ye yourself see your father put in papers there?" 

" I did, sir." 

" On more than one occasion? " 

" At least a dozen times, sir." 

" Did ye ever remark any one else putting papers there?" 

" Never, sir ! none of the neighbors ever come through the 
garden." 

"And it was always at night, and in secret, he used to 
repair there?" 

" Always at night" 

" That '11 do, Con ; that 11 do, my son. You'll soon turn 
the tables on the old l>oy. You may go down to the kitchen 
and get your breakfast ; be sure, however, that you don't 
leave the house to-day. Your father mustn't know where 
ye are till we're ready for him." 

" Is it a strong case, sir? " said J. 

" A very strong case — never a flaw in it." 

"Is it more tlian a larceny, sir? " said I. 
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*' I have a most important fact to disclose to your worship, 
— one wliich is of the highest importance to the due admin- 
istration of justice, — one which, if suffered to lie in obscurity, 
will be a disgrace to the law, and a reproach to the learned 
Bench." 

" Call the next case, crier," said the judge. *' Sit down, 
Mr. Morissy." 

'* Your worship may conmiit me ; but I will be heard — " 

'* Tipstaff ! take that man into — " 

'^ When you hear of a mandamus from the King's Bench — 
when you know that a case of compounding a felony — " 

*' Come away, Mr. Morissy ; come quiet, sir ! " said the 
police-sergeant. 

" What were ye saying of a mandamus? " said the judge, 
getting frightened at the dreaded word. 

*' I was saying this, sir," said Morissy, turning fiercely 
round; " that I am possessed of information which you re- 
fused to hear, and which will make the voice of the Chief 
Justice heard in this court, which now denies its ear to 
truth." 

" Conduct yourself more becomingly, sir." said one of the 
county magistrates, *' and open your case." 

Morissy, who was far more submissive to the gentry than 
to the chairman, at once replied in his blandest tone : — 

"Your worship, it is now more than a month since I 
appeared before you in the casp of Noonan versus M'Quade 
and others, — an aggravated case of homicide ; I might go fur- 
ther, and apply to it the most awful term the vocabulary of 
justice contains ! Your worship will remember that on that 
very interesting and important case a document was missing, 
of such a character that the main feature of the case seemed 
actually to hang upon it. This was no less than the death- 
bed confession of Noonan, formally taken before a justice 
of the peace, Mr. Styles, and written with all the accurate 
regard to circumstances the law exacts. Mr. Styles, the 
magistrate who took the deiK)sition, was killed by a fall from 
his horse the following week ; his clerk being ill, the indi- 
vidual who wrote the case was Con Cregan. Your worship 
mav bear in mind that this man, when called to the witness 
box, denied all knowledge of this dying confession ; asserted 
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that what he took down in writing were simply some brief 
and unsatisfactory notes of the affray, all to the advantage 
of the M'Quades, and swore that Mr. Styles, who often 
alluded to the document as a confession, was entirely in 
error, the whole substance of it being unimportant and vague ; 
some very illegible and ill-written notes corroborating which 
were produced in court as the papers in question. 

*' Noonan being dead, and Mr. Styles also, the whole case 
rested on the evidence of Cregan ; and altliough, your wor- 
ship, the man's character for veracity was not of that nature 
among the persons of his own neighborhocxl to — " 

" Confine yourself to the case, sir," said the judge, " with- 
out introducing matter of mere common report." 

*' I am in a position to prove my assertion," said Morissy, 
triumphantly. '* I hold here in my hand the abstracted docu- 
ments, signed and sealed by Mr. Styles, and engrossed with 
every item of regularity. I have more: a memorandum 
purporting to be a copy of a receipt for eighteen pounds ten 
shillings, received by Cregan from Jos. M'Quade, the wages 
of this crime; and, if more were necessary, a promissory 
note from M'Quade for an additional sum of seven pounds, 
at six months* date. These are the papers whicli I am pre- 
pared to prove in court; this the evidence which a few 
minutes back T tendered in vain before you ; and there," said 
he, turning with a vindictive solemnity to where my father 
was standing, pale, but collected, ''there's the man who, 
distinguished by your worship's confidence, I now arraign for 
the suppression of this evidence, and the composition of a 
felony ! " 

If Mr. Morissy was not perfectly coiTect in his law, there 
was still quite enough to establish a charge of misdemeanor 
against my father; and he was accordingly committed for 
trial at the approaching assizes, while I was delivered over 
to the charge of a police-sergeant, to be in readiness when 
my testimony should be required. 

The downfall of a dynasty is sure to evoke severe recrimi- 
nation against the late ruler ; and now my parent, who but 
a few days past could have tilted the beam of justice at his 
mere pleasure, was overwhelmed with not merely abuse and 
attack, but several weighty accusations of crime were alleged 

TOL. I — 2 
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^ttinat him. Not only was it discovered tiiat he interfered 
with the due couree of justice, but that he was a prime actor 
in, and contriver of, many of the scenes of insurrectionary 
disturbance which for years back had filled the country with 
alarm and the jails with criminals. 

For one of these cases, a night attack for arms, the evi- 
dence was BO complete and unquestionable that the Grown 
prosecutor, disliking the exhibition of a son giviog evidence 
against his parent, dispensed with my attendance altogether, 
and prosecuting the graver charge obtained a verdict of 
guilty. 

The sentence was transportation for life, with a confisca- 
tion of all property to the Crown. Thos my first step in 
life was to exile my father, and leave myself a b^g&r, — a 
promising banning, it must be owned I 




16 



Cn.SKKNSION*. UK rnx CHWJAX 



•' ] hiivi'iiiiiMHi iiii|><.ri;ii>1 nii-l til <li-H-l.n.'t'< y<iii n<>i-iii|., 

_ i-iM' wliii'li in or III.' I.i'jii.-T iii>{»>il:iL.<'i' I.I 111.' .III.' ;i.lii.iii- 
inlriitioii ..r JM^tii-.-. I -Ml hIii.-Ii. ir ■.■ill.-i.-l t.ili.' iii .•■». ii' iiv. 

wililx-:! .Ii.'.lt:!.'.- I.. III.' U.». :im.1 :i i.-|>im..,- |„ ',.., ".„.| 

II..i,.-ti.- 

•■( :.1I til. i,.'M .';.-.. .ii.'I." -;.i.I ill.' jilL-.'. ■■ Mt .|.,«i,. 
Sir, Mi.i.--v.- 

■• ) .Hi, H..i<lil|i ur.iy . 'XliliiU 111. : l.iit 1 nlll I..' Ii.':ii.l 

■■ 'l'i|.-.t:>ll : Lik.' Iri..; 111^ I.. 

-- W l..'iiy.ii li.:ii ..t .1 -.1 i: li Ii. Kin.''- Il- t . -.-. 

wlii'h VmiI kii.iw lli^.I :i <.<-<' "I I |.'.tiii.liii'.' ;i 1. ,'.|i\ 

•■('••III.' un.\. Mr. M..I1— \; ...tii. .j.li- I. -ii"*'..ii.| tli.' 
,..li.-.-.-.'.',,:lM. 

-•Wl.rilu. . '.. -iMn-i.f :. iii:ii,.|:ii,lil<- ■ -;.i.l 1(1. .I'll..'. 
L-.'lIlii'J fiij'.-' I .I- :li.' .ll.M.I'.l u.-l'l. 

■•r«:.- -.. ■. !!. -. -II.' -Ill M..M.-V. Iiiiiiit.i: li.'i..l> 

nmiMl, ■■ Ihi.t I .... 1 '"'■'! .-r n r ;i itln.li \ - 

fl|..-.| I.I i..:ii. 1 »liii'li mil iiNik.' III.' v.. I..- ..r th.' I lil-'f 

.lii-lK't' Icii'l 111 till- fxirt. hIii.'I w i|.[|i. .. il» i-:ii l.i 



IniTli. 



.1.-1 I. 



<i..iji>ii'.-lv. ..![," -.iii.! f (Ih- 



M>'i.--v. who »:.- i.if 1" -iiliiiii--i\.- t-< i)i>- i;i-iilrv lliait 

■■1..1I! iip.!.|ii[., ii 1- II. >H 1 ili.'iii :i iiiMDil) niiHi- I 

[■1 ■ ■ ;■■!■ \"ii ill Ml.' !■:.-.' i>r Ni-.iinii '-• rjitf ( M'<j>li«l<* 

III . ■ ■ -. Ill :ij'.;- .\:.li^l i';i».' .if li.ilni.'iilf : | llliulll S'lttlW 

I.'. ■. i .|'1 \ 1.. t III. ..I :in Till !.'[ Ill 111.- v.H-:i)itllHr>- iif 

,.•',, ,..i ' .11,-' V.iir Hor-lii;. »ill i.'iii.'iiiU-i llwt on tlial 
. '\ ii!. I'-^iii- ml liiil.-.rt-iTit I'll-' n .{.■ Iliii. Ill Wllit Iniiutillfl, 

• - .. , I ■ 'L ..... t. ' tli;iT Tli. Tii;iiii t>':itill.' "f I) tiM- m'«>lnrd 

■ l-.ii II. Ilii- h: Iv— limit tllr ilfalb> 

..) •■-•■ ' N.-.III1I. r..i'11'.lU i.-ikrit Ivfor* ■ )iu 

ft. ; M sn;. , ..„| «,,M,i, ntlli nil Ilw ■ 

J.'i-'.'Vl -•■. '.«.v:i.'I». Mr. SljrlM, 

.-. ,-. »...l...s ■ ,, -..:...., l;..,i.w:.- klllnl t 

,. >,..... •!.. f..::..«i.,^ 1 ■- .l.th twii 

■i 1. »■.■■- ri I ■•!. fit'CWl. 

..■■ ' . .■ 1. IMI..1 l:,.r t.M- -ii'iii. «li<-iir 




u 



CtXKKSSIiiN.s (H.- (MIX il{i;ii.\N 



UK""!"' I'iin- N"t ••■ilv w:ih it iliiu-owiivl iliiii !■•' it>t< ii<'r>'<l 
with till- iliK' ii>iir-H- .if jiiolirr. lull thai lit- w:i> :i i>riiii. :i<^>t 

■iHtiirtwiKv wliii-li for vt-aM l>:i.-k U:u\ lilltil tin- i-.niTiIrv »;lit 
nhiriii mill iIk- j:iik wilji <Tiiiiiiialr>. 

For >f ttit-xt' i-iiM'n. ii )li^lll iiitiK-k f>>r :iriti«. llx- ivi- 

llflll-l- WU4 K>> l'l>IM(>lHt' Ull-I llll<|ll>'>tti>IIIUl>ll' Ikit till' <>■>«» 

)>t.>)i.-''iii.>T. •li-likiii;: thv ■'xliiliitioii .>f » -imi, i:iviiii: .^i.|rtH•■' 

a^fuiiiHt lil> |<;ir.-iil, ili'.|H-n'«-.l wjtli tiiv iitti'ii<l: ' !ili>-i:t'tl>i-r, 

«i.l |.r..^<-<'>iiiiij thr ^niv.T vUarj,' ..ht»ii>.<) :> ^.,.\H■^ <.( 

Tliv ^i-titt'iii-i' will tt:iti'>|>>rt»tiiiii f"r lifi-, witli ii onitiM-s- 
ttciii of :>ll |iro]Hrt,v (o tin- ('n>wii. Tliiir* liiv tlml Htf)) in 
lift- HUH ti> I'xilt' iii> fiitlK-r, mill It-iivi- tin'Hflf m U^Ki^r, — m 
Itntiititint; U-uiiiiiiiii:, it inuHt U> ciwnnl! 
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*' Is there no other coach passes this road for Dublin? " 

*'*' The night mail, sir, but she does not go to-night ; this is 
Saturday." 

*' What is to be done?" said the youth, in deep sorrow; 
and he seated himself on a stone as he spoke, and hid his 
face between his hands. 

As he sat thus, I had time to mark him well, and scan 
every detail of his appearance. 

Although tall and stoutly knit, he could not have been 
above sixteen, or at most seventeen, years of age ; his dress, 
a kind of shooting-jacket, was made in a cut that affected 
fashion; and I observed on one finger of his very white 
hand a ring which, even to ray uneducated eyes, bespoke 
considerable value. 

He looked up at last, and his eyes were very red, and a 
certain trembling of the lips showed that he was much 
affected. ^^ I suppose, my lad, I can find a chaise or a 
carriage of some kind in Kilbeggan? " said he; '' for I have 
lost the mail. I had got out for a walk, and by the advice 
of a countryman taken this path over the bog, expecting, as 
he told me, it would cut off several miles of way. I suppose 
I must have mistaken him, for I have been running for 
above an hour, and am too late after all ; but still, if I can 
find a chaise, I shall be in time yet." 

'' They 're all gone, sir," said I ; " and sorry am I to have 
such tidings to tell. The Sessions broke up to-day, and 
they're away with the lawyers to Kinnegad." 

' ' And how far is that from us ? " 

'' Sixteen miles or more, by the road." 

" And how am I to get there? " 

'' Unless ye walk it — " 

"Walk! impossible. I am dead beat already; besides, 
the time it would take would lose me all chance of reaching 
Dublin as I want." 

" Andy Smith has a horse, if he'd lend it; and there's a 
short road by Hogan's boreen." 

''Where does this Smith live?" said he, stopping me 
impatiently. 

'' Not a half mile from here ; you can see the house from 
this." 
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**(\)inc over Ut im* tliiii ewnin^/' Mii<l FnthtT Kuiih; aihI 

tli«*v Mfi'tv Hiv only wonU of minfurt I Iit*iinl fniiii aiiv n'ulv. 

• • • 

**(*oiii«* ov«'r t4> iiu* aUmt nix o'clock, Con, ft>r I want t«» 
8|N*ak to you." 

TUvy w«'n* lon^ lioiirM that int4*r\'en€Nl lN*twi*4*n tliat an«l 
aix. f cHHiId not Htav in ih** town, wlh*n* fwrv one I mrt 
ha<l Moiiir HnrtT or M*«>fT a^:iin>«t nii* ; I (*oulil not p> honM*. 
I IumI noiii* ! hikI h4» I wan<U*i'f«t out into tin* f»|M*n omntrv, 
taking tnv f*ount«' towanl;* :i )*l«':ik <*oiiiiii<»n, alwmt two uiih'n 
off, wlirn* fi-w. if any oim*. %«:m liki* to U* hut niytM>lf. 

Thi-*4 wiM aii<l dn^ary trart lay aloiit;Hii|t^ of tin* main mail 
to AUilont*. and wan trayiTM-d liy ^4•v«•^ll f<Miit»atliK, hy wliirh 

• • • 

Xhv country iN'oplr wrn* acru-itonwd to iiiakf ** r«liort «Mit«» " 
til niarkft, fn»ni on«* part of tin* roud t4> another; for tin* 
way, |>a^Hin^ tlinMii^li a Im»*^. t'Mik many a windiii); turn antlif 
^Mind n«M*c8Hitat4'«l. 

Tlirri* in a fi'ilin:^ of loiH'ly d«*!44)lation in wiili' far-Htri*trli- 
in^ wai4t4*fi that a<*<Nird.»* wrll with th«» [Mir|MiH«'l«»Hi4 vacuity **{ 
lio|M*li*}«<4n«*f«H ; )»ut. H4>m«'how or oih«*r, tii«* vrry nimilitufh* 
lK*tw«M*n th«' F*4*i*n«> \%ith<>ut and the »M-nH4* of flcH«i|ati«»n 
within, cr«ta)»H>«hi-H a kind of rompaiiionHhip. I^*ar wan 
0|>i*akin}; iik*- a tru«- |ihil«»Hi>pli<'r ulini h<- utt«*ri*<l tin* wonl**, 
•' I liki* till-* iiM-kiii^ of tin* hatllfrnt htn.'* 

[ h:Ml wandticd •^muk* h«>iirt ** )i<rt' and thiTr" n|>tin tlu* 
c«irninon : and it \«:i-* im>%% ttic dcrliiH* 'if da\ uhcn I oaw at 
A little tli-t:in«-(* fr«»iii nic tin- tiijiiif of a V'Mitiij rnan «ih<t-»«' 
drr«*a and a|i|MaiaiH-i' U— |mik»' ('«»iidition. runiiiii'^ :il«»n'^' :it 
A hri-'k |»a«*»', hut ivit|«i,il\ liUnmj nnd» r i;ii :ii faliiru* . 

Tlh* in**tant h** -:iw iin- h» ti.ilt..|. :in<| rrit«l out, •• | -ay, 

m 

rov U»y. i»* tliat KilU"^'i:an \"ii.iir. uh. n- I •**•*' th»* •*pirc?" 
• • ... 

1 i*j», f*ir. 

Ami whtTi* i- th»- lii'jh-i'»:id t.i \t:jl.if»i ' " 

*• ^ •»iid«T, HJr, vilufi- flu- tW'» t'. . •» i". •'•ii t.'hn J." 

•' llavi* \«ni ..« f II til. i'i..i« )i 1. 1--. ".. I. u, ?.-r \tfil-»ni- ' " 

'* ^ «•■•, -If. -Ii*- w» nl t!iT»iijh t!i. t"Uii .il- -lit li i\f an hour 

•• Ari* y«' <'«Tlani. ^-'X ' art- \»- 'init*- -t. •■( tlii-r" crit*<cl 
hr. Ill a \MH'i' nf jjri a? iji* i!i"ii. 

*• I am iniit«- •iiTi'. -ir . llifV :ilx*a\-' • l»afij»' hor«««*j* at 
M<M»oc*a pubIicdi«Mi**«' ; ah«l I -aw tht in 'draw up' tlirrr 
more than half an lp>ur -inci-." 



• • 



« « 
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'* Ib there no other cnmch paj^ses this nwul for Dtihlin? ** 

^^The night mail, sir, but she doen not go to-night; UiIn U 
Satunlav." 

'^ What iH to he done?" naid the youth, in deep borrow; 
and he seated hininelf on a Htone as he 8|>oke, and hid hlii 
face between his handtt. 

As he sat Uiuh, 1 had time to murk him well, and Mean 
every detail of hin appearance. 

Although tall and Htoutly knit, he could not have been 
al)ove sixteen, or at most nrventeen, years of age ; his dress, 
a kind of shooting- jacket, was made in a cut tluit alTeetiMi 
fashion; and f observed on one finger of his very white 
hand a ring which, even to my uneducateil eyes, l)es|>ok6 
considerable value. 

lie looked up at last, and his eyes were very red, and a 
certain trembling of the lips showecl that he was nuieh 
affected. ^' I sup|>ose, my liul, I (*an find a chaise or a 
carriage of some kin<l in Kilbeggan? " said he; ^* for I have 
lost the mail. 1 had got out for a walk, an<l by the ailvi(«e 
of a countryman taken this path over the bog, ex|H*cting, as 
he told me, it wouhi cut off several miles of way. I suppose 
I must have mistaken him, for I havt* been running for 
above an hour, and am Uh> lute after all; but still, if I can 
find a chaise, I shall In* in time yet." 

*' They're all gone, sir," H:ii<i I ; ** and sorry am I to have 
such tidings t^> UtW. The Sessions broke up t4)-day, and 
they're away with the lawyers t<i Kinnega^l." 

"And how far is tiiat fitun nn'f" 

"Sixteen mih*H or mor<*. by the roiul." 

"And how am I t<; get there?" 

" I'nless ye walk it — " 

"Walk! imj>o8Hible. I am deaxi beat abemjy ; bt-Htdcft. 
the time it would take would Iom* tiw all fUtinrv of rea< hinj/ 
Dublin as I want." 

" Andv Smith has a hors«'. if he'd l.nij jt ; and Mun ',- u 
short roa<i by IJogan'h l>*>re<-ij." 

"Where d^x'S this Smith liv*''"' ^aid hi-, hi'/j/pju;/ mi« 
impatiently. 

"Not a half mile fiotn hef*-; son « au im i ili« \,-,nr^ ]i>,tu 
this." 
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** Come aloQ^, then, iinil iihi>w me tho way, my boy/' mucI 
br; ami the gleam of bo|>e iieeiiied to leml alacrity to hia 
mtiveinentn. 

Away we ik*t t4)};ether. an<l an we went, it wan arratigi^tl 
betwetMi UH that if Aiuly wtmUl hire out U'm mare, I abcKikl 
ac(H»m|miiy the ri<hT an pii^le, aii<l hrin^ \mck i\w animal U> 
itji owner, while the traveller pn»iH*eiltHl on hi« Journey U> 
town. 

The m^otiation wait t4*«H4KiH emm^h; for, at firHt, An^ly 
woultl n't a|>|N*ar at all ; he tlMHi^ht it waii a pnKVHA-iierx'er 
wan aft«T him, — a nuHpieion prolkaMy Hu^^«»iite«l hy my |»rt^ 
•encv, aM it wan generally U*lieve<l that a ra^ of my father'n 
mantle hml ilem*«*iHle«l to me. It ^Min (Uilv after a verv f*au- 
til mil an«l ear«*fiit H4*rutiiiy of tlie y<»un^ traveUer thnm^^h a 
amall ^tami eye— it wasn't a «iii«low — in the niu«l wall 
that he would tiuifk'nt t«» c»me out. When he iIhI ati, )h» 
tn*at4Hl the |in>|»i>t%al nxirit intli>;nantly. ** In it In* hin* <Hit 
bin liant'*? an if nhe wan a «lirty ^arraun of IWtty Nowlan'ft 
of the head inn; he wondennl who M aitk tiie like!" and 
•o on. 

The v«Hith, detrrnnl bv thii« n^tvption, would have al»an- 
floniHt the m*heme at omv ; but I. U'ttrr aripinintt'tl with 
sueh rharaeten* ai« Andv. and kiioHin;: that hm dit!l4*ulti«*«* 

« 

wen* «»nlv itenm in XUv inttMidot fhiir^^e. hi:^'*^l«il. and b:ir- 
|tAine«l, and builhtl. nii<l blnrii«\«-<l by tnrtw; und. :ift«r 
ai»mr tivf anil ft>rty niiiiiit«**« of altt-n):iti- j«»kiii;^ :iiid :ibn<«ini: 
caeh «>th«T. it %»:i»» :it l:iM n.:i«*«d «'»i fh:it th*- ** b:i-»ti' ■ w:»^ «.• 
Im* I'e^b'^l f«»r til* •tiiin of lifl* i n -tnllinj:-. " t\%<> :tti*l <>i\(>* ii< «- 
more if hl» h«»ii«»r w:i«» pl»;i'»«-«l uith tin w:i\ ^In- «:ir?i»d 
biin ; " th«* tutiipikf and :t ft«*<l ..; ••it^ '•« I'l.' :ii««» :«t t!i«' 
rharue of th«' iid«r. a«« h«11 ;t^ :%.'. ni-i!-. .•" ^hn^ luiurrf^l 
by loi*i» or «»lln! %* i^f. ri»» II ??».'• III.. :i •«ii|»|'Iiriun!nl 
claUiH* af* tt> tb«* |*«-i-uli:ir «':tf I' of !}m .ti.i:ii:il. \\"\\ " xht- %«:i>« n't 
to U* Irt ilriiik t«H. iiiii* ii .1? 'ini . !'.•' -: . I . • tS. r,A\*' . " 
and if "hi' n«*« di'd •»!•••« uij. -}n u.i- !<• '.t\. i ••twitrh" 
«>n h«r h"«M'. t'l ••Im- 'i ki«k tl.» f.i'j. *.. • ■ •» i.ithi"r»t'im/* 
Th«» *:i'iM* |»r»-«";niti. •!» li» N- takt ti i! tl.« • i \-\\ i»-,iin»-d frr*h 
girthlli;: ; :i l.int wri-, L'«\« h, U ~i.i. *. !»••! To tourh Imt with the 
left h«*«l. "f *ii« d «i-T!.inil\ KH k th« I id« r %»itli !li»- imitl b-jj 
of th«* tdltie f»ldt . :4h<l. :i<, :i ..i«: •.iiiti>>ii ;:iv« ii. !•• U- oil our 
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never calculated on; " 'tis n't a coach and six ye want to 
drive through. Tear and ages! ye '11 take the whole roof 
off." The truth was, I worked away with a malicious pleas- 
ure in the destruction of the old miser's roof ; nor is it quite 
certain how far my zeal might have carried me, when sud- 
denly one of the rafters — mere light poles of ash — gave 
way, and down I went, at first slowly, and then quicker, 
into a kind of funnel formed by the smashed timbers and 
the earthen sods. The crash, the din, and the dust ap- 
peared to have terrified the wicked beast below, for she 
stood trembling in one corner of the stable, and never 
moved a limb as I walked boldly up and passed the bridle 
over her head. This done, I had barely time to spring on 
her back, when the door was forced open by the young 
gentleman, whose fears for my fate had absorbed every 
other thought. 

''Are you safe, my boy, quite safe?" he cried, making 
his way over the fallen rubbish. 

'* Oh ! the devil fear him," cried Andy, in a perfect rage of 
passion: '' I wish it was his bones was smashed, instead of 
the roof -sticks — see! — Och, murther, only look at this." 
And Andy stood amid the ruins, a most comical picture of 
aflfliction, in part real and in part assumed. Meanwhile the 
youth had advanced to my side, and, with many a kind and 
encouraging word, more than repaid me for all my danger. 

" 'T is n't five pound will pay the damage," cried Andy, 
running up on his fingers a sum of imaginary arithmetic. 

" Where 's the saddle, you old — " What the young man 
was about to add, I know not; but at a look from me he 
stopped short. 

"Is it abusin' me you're for now, afther wrecking my 
house and destroying my premises?" cried Andy, whose 
temper was far from sweetened by the late catastrophe. 
" Sure what marcy my poor beast would get fron) the likes 
of ye ! sorry step she '11 go in yer company ; pay the dam- 
ages ye done, and be off." 

Here was a new turn of affairs, and, judging from the 
irascibility of both parties, a most disastrous one; it de- 
manded, indeed, all my skill, — all the practised dexterity of 
a mind trained, as mine had been been by many a subtlety, 
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to effect a oompromise, which I did thus : my patron being 
cast in the costs of all the damages to the amount of twenty 
shillings, and the original contract to be maintained in all itB 
int^rity. 

The young man paid the money without speaking ; but I 
had time to mark that the purse from which he drew it was 
far from weighty. ^^ Are we free to go at last? " cried he, 
in a voice of suppressed wrath. \ 

*' Yes, yer honor; ail's right," answered Andy, whose 
heart was mollified at the sight of money. ^^A pleasant 
journey, and safe to ye ; take good care of the beast, don't 
ride her over the stones, and — " 

The remainder of the exhortation was lost to us, as we 
set forth in a short jog-trot, I running alongside. 

*' When we are once below the hill, yonder," said I to my 
companion, ^^ give her the whip, and make up for lost time." 

^^And how are you to keep up, my lad?" asked he, in 
some surprise. 

I could scarcely avoid a laugh at the simplicity of the 
question ; as if an Irish gossoon, with his foot on his native 
bog, would n't be an overmatch in a day's journey for the 
best hack that ever ambled! Away we went, sometimes 
joking over, sometimes abusing, the old miser Andy, of 
whom, for my fellow-traveller's amusement, I told various 
little traits and stories, at which he laughed with a zest quite 
new to me to witness. My desire to be entertaining then 
led me on to speak of my father and his many curious adven- 
tures, — the skill with which he could foment litigation, and 
the wily stratagems by which he sustained it afterwards. 
All the cunning devices of the process-server I narrated with 
a jrusto that smacked of my early training : how, sometimes, 
my crafty parent would append a summons to the collar of a 
dog, and lie in wait till he saw the owner take it off and read 
it, and then, emerging from his concealment, cry out " sarved," 
and take to his heels; and again how he once succeeded 
in *' serving" old Andy himself, by appearing as a beggar 
woman, and begging him to light a bit of paper to kindle 
her pipe. The moment, however, he took the bit of twisted 
piil>er, the assumed beggar-woman screamed out, "Andy, 
yer sarved : tliat 's a process, my man I " The shock almost 
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took Andy's life ; and there 's not a beggar in the barony 
dares to come near him since. 

'' Your father must be well off, then, I suppose," said my 
companion. 

*' He was a few weeks ago, sir; but misfortune has come 
on us since that." I was ashamed to go on, and yet I felt 
that strange impulse so strong in the Irish peasant to narrate 
anything of a character which can interest by harrowing and 
exciting the feelings. 

Very little pressing was needed to make me recount the 
whole story, down to the departure of my father with the 
other prisoners sentenced to transportation. 

" And whither were you going when I met you this morn- 
ing on the common? " said my fellow-traveller, in a voice of 
some interest. 

''To seek my fortune, sir," was my brief answer; and 
either the words or the way they were uttered seemed to 
strike my companion, for he drew up short, and stared at 
me, repeating the phrase, "Seek your fortune!" "Just 
so," said I, warmed by an enthusiasm which then was 
beginning to kindle within me, and which for many a long 
year since, and in many a trying emergency, has cheered 
and sustained me. " Just so ; the world is wide, and there 's 
a path for every one, if they'd only look for it." 

" But you saw what came of my taking a short cut, this 
morning," said my companion, laughing. 

" And you'd have been time enough too, if you had been 
always thinking of what you were about, sir ; but as you 
told me, you began a thinking and a dreaming of twenty 
things far away. Besides, who knows what good turn luck 
may take, just at the very moment when we seem to have 
least of it?" 

You 're quite a philosopher. Con," said he, smiling. 
So Father Mahon used to say, sir," said I, proudly, 
and in reality highly flattered at the reiteration of the 
epithet. 

Thus chatting, we journeyed along, lightening the way 
with talk, and making the hours seem to me the very plea- 
santest I had ever passed. At last we came in sight of the 
steeple of Kinnegad, which lay in the plain before us, about 
a mile distant. 



(( 
(( 
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to clTtft m cum|>niiiiiM, wliicb I iIh) ttiqai 
t-Hfit ill tlH! fintlH of all llif <laiu«;!<'ii [•> Un' 
Hliilli ■■;;)>. ami tin* original itiiitntft li> U m 
inU'itriiy. 

Till* y<iii»t; mail ]ui<l tin- iimncy trtUiutii 
hail tiiiif ti> iiiiirk tlinl tin- |iiint>' fr<mi wbl 
Tiir rriirii wciulity. " An- wt- rn-c to go at 1 
ill u vojii- i>r Hii|>jin-M«(il wrath. 

'• Yi-n. y<r )»iii<.r; iill'i riiilil." 
ht-nrt H:ut m>>llilii-'l nl tin- Hiulit <>f riMite;. 
jminit-y. uml >:ifi- t.i \v ; lakf jr«>i"l <a 
rjilr ht-r ..V.T Ihf M.'nvK. un.l— " 

Thi- n'iiiamil<-r of ih<- •■\h<>rlHti<>n • 
M-t furth ill H Hhiirt j<n!-(riii. I niiiiiiOK alui 

•■ \V)i<-ii vri' ar i<v Ih-Ium Hi.- hill, , 

i-»m|i:irii--ii, ■■ •!!¥<■ lur ilii- whi|>. ami makn a 

"Aiiil how arc you t» k<-i-)> iip. my ladf " 4 

1 (iMiliI M-urci-ly avo)>l ii liiii^h Hi lh« finpl 

(|iii-«i i UH if an Iriwh -iiMn-ioii. with hi« foot oa |j 

■ ■o::. w-iiililii'i Ih- nil ■•viTinnlch in a ii*y'» )uani 
ln-l timk Ihiil fVrr nniKhii: Away we wont, | 

Jokllii; over, m tl ■> liliil-in;!. the iM tiiiMr 

whi'tii, for my fi-llow-tiKVi'lhT't uiiiiiM-riM'iit, I lol 
litll.- IrHil. am) -Lint-., til wliirli hi' lani^bnl witk • ■ 
II.W I.. IN.- !•■ witii.-... Mv •l.-iri> l» Iw onU 

I.-.! I To-i-'iik of ii<> r:illi.-i mill hU many en 

liirr-. Ih.' -kill Willi wliii'h Ik' <--ii1>I tnaneai IHi 
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apparently unseconded, and so, like many benefactors of 
my species, I had to apply to my conscience for my reward ; 
or, safer still, had to wait till I could pay myself. 

My young companion, who now, in a few words, told me 
that he was a student at Trinity College and a "reader 
for honors," pulled out his purse to pay me. " Remember, 
my boy, the name of Henry Lyndsay ; I 'm easily found, if 
you chance to come to Dublin, — not that 1 can be of much 
service to any one, but I shall not forget the service you 
rendered me this day. Here, take this, pay for the mare's 
feeding, and when she has rested — " 

I would not suffer him to proceed further, but broke in : 

" I'm not going back, sir! I'll never turn my footsteps 
that way again ! Leave the mare in the inn ; Andy comes 
every Satui-day here for the market, and will find her safe. 
As for me, 1 must ' seek my fortune ; * and when one has to 
search for anything, there 's nothing like beginning early." 

" You 're a strange fellow. Con," said he, looking at me; 
and I was shrewd enough to see that his features exhibited 
no small astonishment at my words. '' And where do you 
intend to look for this same fortune you speak of? " 

" No one place in particular, sir I I read in an old book 
once, that good luck is like sunshine, and is not found in all 
climates at the same time ; so I intend to ramble about ; and 
when I breakfast on the sunny side of the apple, never stay 
to dine off the green one." 

'' And you are the kind of fellow to succeed ! " said he, 
half to himself, and rather as though reflecting on my words 
than addressing me. 

" So I intend, sir," replied I, confidently. 

" Have you ever read ' Gil Bias,' Con? " 

" I have it almost by heart, sir." 

" That's it! " said he, laughing; *' I see whence you've 
got your taste for adventure. But remember. Con, Gil Bias 
lived in different times from ours, and in a very different 
land. He was, besides, a well-educated fellow, with no 
small share of good looks and good manners." 

" As for age and country, sir," said I, boldly, "men and 
women are pretty much alike at all times, and in all places ; 
in the old book I told you of a while ago, I read that human 
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The little tiiwn of Kinnef^ail wan all AHtir an we onloml iU 
Th«* ^Mip inuil " hail jiint come <lowii, in the main ittn*4*t, 
im'ihUii^ all itK paMHeii^erH Ilviii<; in varioim (lire<*tionrt, 
throiiirh t^hop-windowH; into (M>w-hoUMeH and pi^(rfri«*H ; some 
Iwin^ proudly ihtcIkhI on the nNtf of a eahin, and othrrs 
nHMt i^noMy Heated on a dunghill; the numt lanientatile 
fl^iiri' of all U'liiiZ tin eMcrly gentleman, who, having rut a 
HununeriM-t thron;rh an aiHithiiviry'H window, c*am«* forth f*ut 
liy a huiidn'<l Hniall vialn, and U^arin}^ on hiM |NTii4»n iinmia* 
tJikahh* rviileiicv of ewrv o<lor, from tar-water to aHrtafa*t- 
ida. The eonvfvamv itself lav, like the Ark aftrr tin* 
lK*lu;^e, (|ui«'tly re|M>Min«^on miv t*'n\v\ while aiiimalrt male ami 
femah*, ** after thrir kind," i*«.*<ued from uithin. f^impini; 
and diM'oiiHoIate fit;ur<*.H w«ti* U'in^ artHisttnl into the inn; 
and black even ami Hma.Hhed faeeri were an rife an in a 
<*<Hintrv fair. 

[ waH not hIow in appropriating the calamity to a ^mmI 
pur|M>m*. ** S4*e, nir," I whi«*|MT«M| to my (^»m|mnion, '• y<Hi 
aaid, a while atfo, that iioIhmIv had niirU hail luek an your- 
M'lf; think what ini^ht havi* h:ip|M*ne«l you, now, if y^Hi 
hail n't miHrtnl th<- (*<iarh." 

•'True enouL'h, Con," said he. '* there in HU<*h a thinir an 
lN*ini! Um% late for bad »•« well a.H fi>r i;o<m| fortiin«> : and 1 
ex|N*rirn(v it now. Hut the next t|ueHti<in in. h«»v% t«> '^rt for- 
wanl : for, of eourHr. with a brokm axh*. th<* ninil «*unnoi 
pr<MTtM| fnrt!i»T." 

Thr ditliriilty h:i»* ^immi L^nt ovrr. Till* li;ilt :i!»d th«« 
maimed pa—»iiiLr«*r'», after l«Midly invi'iirhuij a^jnin^t :ill coui^h- 
pri»prii'ti»i->. the iiiun th:kl made. :iiid iIm* in:iT) tint lM»r<*>-i. 
he t)i:i( drove, and lie that •jre:i'*«M| riif \\)i.*.!h ..f hH 
pilblie eiMiveyaneeH. d«-!ii:iTi<lri| |.»ii.|'.\ t • Im- fi»ru :ir •!• «I t«> 
the fUd *t( their joiirtl*-\ b\ \.i,t|Mti-» r. 1]^. -4 :ui>| nther 
Vi'hi<*lr-* «»f the t««v%n; I at th«- -.ini.- tiriif :M:ikni'^* iihi- of tu\ 

m 

\v\l:%\ kli'»Hlf<|;jf to Hi|;^.:i-.t \)\%\ w :»»'»■ dt'in.: — ». th.-v :iete«| 
unil«-r pp»t««-»t; tJiat it hh-^ **with"ir p*. m ii»i *" i.» :inv 
future prtH'ftMliii;^- i}i»\ iiijjh* l.t ii ?.t i'» i'l«»p! f«ir einn|M*n- 
Matiirv diiina'^e-*. If — ••iii l.nijii. i h< .tiU :il thi- ••iHin'i* 
fn>m whieh tlie hmt emu-. «>ih«*^ *• II I I \v:iH :i **itevilmh 
Hhrewd <*h»p," and iif«iriu:ttf| •.••-!■' ,;i/ :iU)iit :t i>titit-Ht«ick 
•iUlHMTiptl*»ri of ••i\|N !!«*«••* fi»r ni\ l« r.i !ii f tint the M|ot|«i|| 




« HOW I ENTERED COLLEGE, AND HOW I LEFT IT." 

T was atill dark, on a driz- 
zling morniDg in January, 
aa we reached the Capital ; 
the lamps ebone faiotl; 
through the foggy, wet 
atmosphere ; and the 
gloom was deepened as 
we eutered the Darrow 
streets at the west of the 
city. A few glimmering 
■ lights from five-stories 
high, showed where some 
early riser was awaking 
to his daily toil ; while 
here and there, some 
roagh-coated policeman 
stood at the comer of a street to be rained on; except 
these, no sign of living thing appeared ; and I own tlic 
whole aspect was a sad damper to the ardor of that 
enthusiasm which had often pictured the great metropolis 
as some gorgeous fairy-land. 

The carrii^e stopped twice, to set down two of the travel- 
lers, in obscure dingy streets, and then I heard Mr. Lynd- 
say say, "To ihe College;" and on we went through a 
long labyrinth of narrow lanes and thoroughfares, which 
gradually widened out into more spacious streets, and at 
length arrived at a great building, whose massive gates 
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poMlonB, like Uie ft^aturta of tbe (met, vc onljr inflnile 
varietieii of tlw iwiiif fvw ingredients. Then, «• l<> (nlurm* 
tion Mul Uh> rt-Ht, — wtut oni- iimii ran t'H'k •>)>. ih> (-*n 
another. TItv will i» itte K'^'"' 1'>">K> ■*■)'' ' '"'1 <l vvr; 
Htrung ill tne. Ami imw, to f[\\v a |)n>uf of it. I am ilrtr^ 
mined to u<> "P ^> l>u)>liii, ami with vour Itoiuir too, and 
vou '11 atv if I won't liaw my way." 

■■No yuH ttliall. Con! " rvplittl lie. lau|ctiinK; " I 'U lakr 
you on tbu top of tlu* chaiHe; ami nItbouKli I raiinot alTonI 
to kevii a ai-n'ant, you mImII Htny with im- in Colli-):*- uniil 
chanri', in wbii-h you liavf audi iui|>licit faith, mImII |>nivi(lc 
liett«r for you. Conu-, now, k-nil the inare into tlic atablr, 
for I nee my companlunH an; |Mu-kiii): n|i to Ik- pini'." 

I waH not itlow iu oWyinfi tin- onlt-rH, ami whiu rvturnnl 
to aiMioi my m-w nuwlrr with liiH lufiKaK<'. All waa iguickly 
aettlnl ; and a few minute* aft<T Haw tne M-ated on a [mwI- 
mantvau un the roof on my way to Dublin. 
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denly there came to me the thought, What if every one had 
his share of grief? I vow, the very suspicion thrilled 
tnrough me, and I sat still, dwelling on the sad theme with 
deep intensity. 

As I sat thus, a sigh, low, but distinct, came from the 
adjoining chamber. I suddenly remembered my young 
master, and crept noiselessly to the door ; it stood ajar, and 
1 could see in, and mark everything well. He was sitting at 
a table covered with books and writing materials ; a single 
candle threw its yellow glare over the whole, and lit up with 
a sickly tint the travel-worn and tired features of the youth. 

As I looked, he leaned his forehead down upon his arm, 
and seemed either overcome by sorrow or fatigue; when 
suddenly a deep-booming bell sent forth a solemn peal, and 
made the very chamber vibrate with its din. Lyndsay 
started at the sound ; a kind of shudder, like a convulsive 
throe, shook his limbs ; and sitting up on his seat, he pushed 
back the falling hair from his eyes, and again addressed 
himself to his book. The hea\'y tolling sounds seemed now 
no longer to distract, but rather to nen^e him to greater 
efforts, for he read on with an intense persistence ; turning 
from volume to volume, and repeatedly noting down on the 
paper as he read. 

Of a sudden the bell ceased, and Lyndsay arose from the 
table and parsed into the bedroom, from which he almost 
instantaneously reappeared, dressed in his cap and gown, — 
a new and curious costume in my eyes, but which at the time 
was invested with a deep, mysterious interest to me. 

I retired silently now to my room, and saw him pass out 
into the wide court. I hastened to look out. Already some 
hundred others in similar costume were assembled there, and 
the buzz of voices and the sound of many feet were a 
pleasant relief to the desert-like silence of the court as I had 
seen it before. The change was, however, of a very brief 
duration ; in less than a minute the whole a8seinl)lage moved 
off and entered a great building, whose heavy door closed 
on them with a deep bang, and all was still once more. 

I now set myself to think by what small services I could 
render myself acceptable to my young master. I arranged 
the scan^ furniture into a resemblance, faint enough, cer- 
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tainly, to comfort, and made a cheerful fire with the remnant 
of the roomy coal-box. This done, I proceeded to put his 
clothes in order, and actually astonished myself with the 
skill I seemed to {)088ess in my new walk. An intense curi- 
osity to know what was going on without led me frequently 
to the door which led into the court ; but I profited little by 
this step. The only figures which met my eye were now and 
then some elderly i>ersonage clad in his academic robes, 
gravely wending towards the " Hall," and the far less im- 
posing cries of some '* college women," as the hags are 
called who officiate as the University housemaids. 

It was at one of these visits that suddenly I heard the 
great door of the ^^ Hall " burst o|>eu with a crash, and imme- 
diately down the steps poured the l>lack tide of figures, talk- 
ing and laughing in one multifarious din that seemed to fill 
the very air. Cautiously withdrawing, I closed the door, and 
retired; but scarcely had I reached my room, when young 
Lyndsay passeil through to his own cliaml>er : his cheek was 
flushed, and his eyes sparkled with animation, and his whole 
air and gesture indicateil great excitement. 

Having removed his cravat, and bathed his temples with 
cold water, he once more sat down before his books, and 
was soon so immersed in study as not to hear my footsteps 
as I entered. 

I stood uncertain, and did not dare to interrupt him for 
some minutes ; the very intensity of his application awed me. 
Indeed, I believe I should have retireil without a word, 
had lie not accidentally looked up and beheld me. " Eh ! — 
what! — how is this?" cried he, endeavoring to recall his 
mind from the themes before him; "I had forgotten you, 
my poor boy, and you have had no breakfast." 

''And you, sir?" said I, in reality more interested for 
him than mv8t'lf. 

''Take this. Con," said he, not heeding my remark, and 
giving me a pie(*<» of silver from his purse; "get yourself 
something to eat : to-morrow, or next day, we shall arrange 
these things better; for at this moment my head has its 
load of other cares." 

"But will 1/ou not eat something?" said I; **yott have 
not tasted food since we met." 
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^^We are expected to breakfast with oar tator on the 
examination mornings, Con," said he ; and then, not seem- 
ing to feel the inconsistency of his acts with his words, he 
again bent his head over the table, and lost all remembrance 
of either me or our conversation. I stole noiselessly away, 
and sallied forth to seek my breakfast where I could. 

There were few loiterers in the court; a stray student 
hurrying past, or an old slipshod hag of hideous aspect and 
squalid misery, were all I beheld ; but both classes bestowed 
most unequivocal signs of surprise at my country air and 
appearance, and to my question, where I could buy some 
bread and milk, answers the most cynical or evasive were 
returned. While I was yet endeavoring to obtain from one 
of the ancient maidens alluded to some information on the 
point, two young men, with velvet caps and velvet capes on 
their gowns, stopped to listen. 

'' I say, friend," cried one, seemingly the younger of the 
two, ''when did you enter?" 

'' This morning," said I, taking the question literally. 

"Do you hear that, Ward?" continued he to his com- 
panion. " What place did you take? " 

" I was on the roof," replied I, supposing the quaere bore 
allusion to the mode of my coming. 

''Quite classical," said the elder, a tall, good-looking 
youth; "you came as did Caesar into Gaul, ^ summd dili- 
gentid^' on the top of the Diligence." 

They both laughed heartily at a very threadbare college 
joke, and were about to move away, when the younger, 
turning round, said, "Have you matriculated?" 

" No, SU-, — what *8 that? " 

" It's a little ceremony," interposed the elder, " necessary, 
and indeed indispensable, to every one coming to reside 
within these walls. You've heard of Napoleon, I dare 
say?" 

" Bony, is it?" asked I, giving the more familiar title by 
which he was better known to my circle of acquaintance. 

"Exactly," said he, "Bony. Now Bony used to call a 
first battle the baptism of Glory ; so may we style, in a like 
way. Matriculation to be the baptism of Knowledge. You 
understand me, eh?" 
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tainlv, to cN>tnfort, and tniulo u cluHTfiil tin- with the rt*tnnaiit 
of th(* nN»iiiy (*<ml*lN)X. Thin done, I imKM'iiUtl in \m\ hin 
rlothi*ri ill order, mid iM*tii:illv aMtoiilHhtil !iivs«*lf with tlie 
Mkill I iM'tMiUMi to |NisH4*H(4 111 luy iiew walk. An inteiim* riiri- 
<n4ity t«» know ^sUnX wurt p>iiii: <iii without h*<| nu* fri*i|ii(*iiily 
ti» tlie d(N>r whieh h*d into xUv (*ourt ; hut I |>nilit«*<l litth* hy 
thin Hteii. 'I'hi' onlv lii^ureH wlii(*h met mv «*ve were now uihI 
then Monie elderly |N*rH4>iia);e ehid in hin iirudeiiiK* niUit, 
gravely wending towards the ** Hall.** and tin* far h'.-<« iin- 
|Mmiii^ erien of Konie **eolloi;e woiiirii,** ar« th«* ha^r* are 
eall«*4| wh<» ollleiate an the I'liiverHitv houMMiiaiilH. 

It wan at one of therM* vinits that Hiiddeiilv I heard tlie 
l^reat «hN»r (»f the ** Hall '* hurst o|m'|i with a eniHh, and iinmt^ 
(liately down the Hte|iH |Miitrr«l thi* )'l:i<'k lidi* of ti);iiri"«, talk- 
ing and hiimhiii'^ in om* ntultifari«iu«« dm that m*«*in«*«l to till 
the very air. (*autioii<«lv withilra\«iiiu, I elontnl the diMir, ainl 
retir«'d ; hut i«ran*i'ly had I rradnil my riMini. when \<miiik 
LvndHav i>aH!4i-<l throui:h to \\\h own rhaiitU*r : hin eli«fk waii 
ttuHhi**!, and hi;* v\vi* M|>ark)iH| \iitli animation, and hir* wIhiIt 
air and ^«'f«tiire iiiilieat«'«l :^reat «*\«'it«-m«*iit. 

llaviiiis rriiiov«-<l his rravat. and Itathi-d hi** t«*iii|il«'f* with 
<*old wattT. hr oii«'«- niorr ^at down U'fori* lii*i lHM»k?«. ami 
wart r«iNin t«ii immrtsnl in futility as not to hfar my fiMiiMe|« 
art I «*iit«*ri*d. 

I HtiMHl uiH'vrtaiii. aiii| did not dart* t<» iiiterrii|it hint fi«r 
rtoiiit' iiiHiuti - . till' MIX iiiti'ii^ity (if hi-* :i|ipli«*atittii awiil iih*. 
Iiidffil. 1 UlhVf I •«hiiiild li:i\f ii-lifi-d without a wi»n|. 
h:ii| hi' n«>t :i<-i i>lt-li1:i!lv I'Miki-d up :iii<i in In M tiit*. ** Kh ! — 
wh:it' h"» »•• thi"*'" rrii d fif. • ndi-:i\«»i mj to ri^*all hin 

lllilnl fl*>ni t[|*- ll|ftlti<« Infiiri- III ii . " I ll.ld f'xl'^iitti'll VoU. 
lii\ lMH»r )*>*\. :tnd \iiM li:i\i' h:i'i ii>* l>|i :ikf:i'«!. " 

" \lhi \<>i|. -.]['" H.iu\ I. Ill I'.i.lTV in>*{«- lilttTrrtttNl for 

hiiii th:iti iiiv*i If 

** I :iki- III.-. < "1..' xro'l hi-. hi>t thflu).: iiiv n* mark, mild 
:/i\Mij iin- :i \ ? -'Im! fr.-iii In- |-ii!-.t': •* '.Trt vmirwlf 

-'♦Mil lIlM. J ?■• « I* •■ ••!.••! T'«W , «i| lit \? d.4V. W I' rtliall 

:'i» «•- iliiiij- *•! *!i ' . !-•! .it t!t}- tii>>:i.«tit IIIV lieail 
l'».4'l •■( ••til* r i-:iri--."' 

•• Utit « ill •/ ' |j"t f.iX -•••n«'!hiiiir ' ' said I; '• 
ii'it t;i-ti'tl (•-»! -Will- Wf riiil.*' 
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« No, sir." 

'' Tell him, Ward." 

" A junior sophister, Mr. Cregan, is one who, being in 
* Locke ' all day, is very often locked out all night, and who 
observes the two rubrics of the statute ' de vi^jilantibus et 
Imetdibas^* by extinguishing both lamps and watchmen." 

" Confound your pedantry ! " broke in Burton ; '* a junior 
soph, is a man in his ninth examination." 

" The terror of the porters," cried one. 

'* The Dean's milch cow," added another. 

*' A credit to his parents, but a debtor to his tailor," broke 
in a third. 

" Seldom at Greek lecture, but no fellow commoner at 
the Currah," lisped out Taylor; and by this time we had 
reached a narrow lane, flanked on one side by a tall building 
of gloomy exterior, and on the other by an angle of the 
square. 

'* Here we are, Mr. Cregan ; as the poet says, ' this is the 
place, the centre of tlie wooiL* " 

'' Gentlemen sponsors, to your functions ! " Scarce were 
the words out, when I was seized by above half a dozen 
pair of strong hands ; my legs were suddenly jerked upwards, 
and, notwithstanding my attempts to resist, 1 was borne 
along for some yards at a brisk pace. I was already about 
to forbear my struggles, and sulf cm* them to play their — as I 
deemed it — harmless joke in ([uiet, when straight in front 
of me I saw an enormous pump, at whieh, and by a double 
handle, Burton and another were workiuir awav like* sailors 
on a wreck ; throwing forth, above a yard oflP, a jet of water 
almost enough to turn a mill. 

The whole plot now revealed itself to me at once, and T 
commenced a series of kickings and plungings that almost 
left me free. My enemies, howevtM-, were too many and too 
powerful; on they bore me, and in a perfect storm (»f ]>l(»ws, 
lunges, writhings, and iKumdings, they held me fast under 
the stream, which played away in a frothy current <)V(m- iny 
head, face, chest, and legs, — for, with a most laudable im- 
partiality, they moved me from sidt* to sidt^ till not a dry 
spot remained on my whole body. 

I shouted, I veiled, I swore, and screaine*! for aid. but all 
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in vain; and my diabolical tx>rmeDtx>r6 seemed to feel no 
touch of weariness in their inhuman pastime; while I, 
exhausted by my struggles and the continual rush of the 
falling water, almost ceased to resist ; when suddenly a cry 
of '' The Dean ! the Dean ! " was heard ; my bearers let go 
their hold, — down I tumbled upon the fls^s, with barely 
consciousness enough to see the scampering crew flying in 
all directions, while a host of porters followed them in hot 
pursuit. 

''Who are you, sir? What brought you here?" said a 
tall old gentleman I at once surmised to be the Dean. 

"The devil himself, I believe!" replied I, rising with 
difl3culty under the weight of my soaked garments. 

''Turn him outside the gates, Hawkins!" said the Dean 
to a porter behind him. " Take care, too, he never re- 
enters them." 

" 1 11 take good care of it, sir," said the fellow, as with one 
strong hand on my collar, and the closed fingers of the other 
administering gentle admonitions to the back of my head, 
he proceeded to march me before him through the square ; 
revolving as I went thoughts which, certes, evinced not 
one sentiment of gratitude to the learned university. 

My college career was, therefore, more brief than bril- 
liant, for I was " expelled " on the very same day that I 
** entered." 

With the "world before me where to choose," I stepped 
out into the classic precincts of College Green, fully assured 
of one faot, that "Town" could scarcely treat me more 
harshly than " Gown." I felt, too, that I had passed 
through a kind of ordeal ; that my ducking, like the ceremo- 
nies on crossing the line, was a kind of masonic ordinance, 
indispensable to my opening career ; and that thus I had got 
successfully through one at least of my " trials." 

A species of filial instinct suggested to me the propriety 
of seeing Newgate, where my father lay, awaiting the 
arrival of the convict ship that was to convey him to Van 
Diemen*8 Land ; and thither I accordingly repaired, not to 
enter, but simply to praze, with a very awestruck imagina- 
tion, upon that double-barred cage of human ferocity and 
crime. 



" HOW I ENTERED COLLEGE. AND HOW I LEFT IT." 89 

In itself the circumstance bae nothing worthy of record, 
Dor should I meution it, save that to the deep impreseioo of 
that morniDg do I owe a certain shrinking horror of all 
great crime ; that impression has been of incalculable benefit 
to me through life. 

I strained my eyes to mark if, amid the faces closely 
pressed against the stroi^ bars, I could recognize that of 
my parent, but is vain ; there was a terrible sameness in 
their features, as if the individual bad sunk in the criminal, 
that left all discrimination dilHciilt; and so I turned away, 
eatisfied that I had done a son's part most completely. 
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A PEEP AT "HIGH AND LOW COMPANY." 
[ HATE often heard it observed that one bae ae little to 
with till' cliitioe of bis mode of life as with the name he 
I at baptism. I rather incline to the opinion that 
this is true. My own very varied and somewhat dissimilar 
occupations wert^ certainly far less the result of any precon- 
ceived plan or scheme than the mere " tum-up" of tie roll- 
ing die of Fortune. 

It was while revolving a species of fatalism in this wise, 
and calmly assuring myself tliat T was not born to be 
starved, that 1 strolled along Merrion Square on the same 
afternoon of my expulsion from Trinity and visit to 
Newgate. 

There were brilliant equipages, cavaliers, and ladies on 
horseback ; handsome houses, with balconies often thronged 
by attractive-looking occupants ; and vast crowds of gayly 
dressed persons promenaded wilhin the square itself, where 
a military band performed ; in fact, there was more than 
enough to interest and amuse one of higher pretensions in 
the scale of pleasure than myself. 
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While I was thus gazing on this brilliant panorama of the 
outdoor life of a great city, and wondering and guessing 
what precise object thus brought people together, — for no 
feature of a market, or a fair, or any festive occupation 
solved the diflSculty, — I was struck by a class of characters 
who seemed to play the subordinate parts of the drama, — 
a set of ragged, ill-fed, half -starved boys, who followed in 
crowds each new arrival on horseback, and eagerly sought 
permission to hold his horse when he dismounted ; the con- 
trast of these mangy looking attendants to the gloss}' coated 
and handsomely caparisoned steeds they led about being too 
remarkable to escape notice. Although a very fierce rivalry 
prevailed amongst them, they seemed a species of organized 
guild, who constituted a distinct walk in life, and indignantly 
resented the attempt of some two or three ''voluntaries" 
who showed a wish to join the fraternity. 

I sat against the rails of the square, studying with some 
curiosity little details of their etiquette, and tlieir strange 
conventionalities. A regular corps of them stood in front 
of me, canvassing with all the eager volubility of tlieir craft 
for the possession of a handsome thoroughbred pony, 
from which a young oflScer, in a cavalry undress, was about 
to dismount. 

" I *m your own boy. Captain ! I 'm Tim, sir ! " cried one, 
with a leer of most familiar intimacy. 

"'Tis me towld ye about Miss O'Grady, sir," shouted 
another, preferring another and stronger claim. 

"I'm the boy caught your mare the day ye was thrown. 
Captain ! " insinuated a third, exhibiting a want of tact in the 
reminiscence that drew down many a scoff upon him from 
his fellows ; for these ragged and starving curs had a most 
lively sense of the use of flattery. 

" Off with you ! — stand off ! " said the young dragoon, in 
a threatening tone ; "let that fellow take my mare ; " and he 
pointed to me as I sat, a patient but unconcerned spectator 
of the scene. Had a medical consultation been suddenly 
set aside on the eve of a great surgical operation, and the 
"knife" committed to the unpractised hand of a new by- 
stander, the breach of etiquette and the surprise could scarce 
have been greater. The gang stared at me with most 
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undisguised contempt, and a perfect volley of abuse and 
irony followed me as I hastened to obey the summons. 

It has been very often my fortune in life to take a position 
for which I neither had submitted to the usual probationary 
study, nor possessed the necessary acquirement; but I 
believe this my fii-st step in the very humble walk of a 
"horse-boy" gave me more pain than ever did any sub- 
sequent one. The criticisms on my dress, my walk, my 
country look, my very shoes, — my critics wore none, — were 
all poignant and bitter; and I verily believe, such is the 
force of ridicule, I should have prefen*ed the i-ags and 
squalor of the initiated, at that moment, to the warm gray 
frieze and blue worsted stockings of my country costume. 

I listened attentively to the young officer's directions how 
I was to walk his mare, and where; and then, assuming a 
degree of indifference to sarcasm I was far from feeling, 
moved away from the spot in sombre dignity. The cap- 
tain — the title is generic — was absent about an hour; 
and when he returned, seemed so well pleased with my 
strict obedience to his orders that he gave me a shilling, 
and desired me to be punctually at the same hour and 
the same place on the day following. 

It was now dark ; the lamplighter had begun his rounds, 
and I was just congratulating myself that I should escape 
my persecutors, when I saw them approaching in a body. 
In an instant I was suiTOunded, and assailed with a toiTent 
of questions as to who I was, where I came from, what 
brought me there, and, lastly, and with more eagerness 
than all besides, — what did " the captain" give me? As I 
answered this query first, the others were not pressed ; and 
it being voted that I should expend the money on the 
fraternity, by way of entrance-fee, or, as they termed it, 
" paying my footing," away we set in a body to a distant 
part of the town, remote from all its better and more spa- 
cious thoroughfares, and among a chaos of lanes and alleys 
called the ''Liberties." If the title were conferred for the 
excessive and unlimited freedoms permitted to the inhabi- 
tants, it was no misnomer. On my very entrance into it I 
perceived the perfect free and easy which prevailed. 

A dense tide of population thronged the close, confined 
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Id itself the circumBtanoe ha^ Dcitiiiiic wcmbj of rer^ird, 
nor shoaki I meDtion it, save tliat xo titf dee}* mipreswicui of 
that morning do I owe a certain fibriukiuir hdrroi of all 
great crime; that impression ha£ been of iuualeal&bk' honefit 
to me through life. 

I strained my eyes to mark if, amid the faoe$i eloaely 
preae«d against the strong bars^ I coald recofmize thai of 
my parent, hot in vain; there was a terrible samencHA in 
their featnres, as if the individual had sunk in the criminal, 
that left all discrimination difficult: and so I turned awa\% 
satisfied that I had done a son's part most completely. 




A VV.KV Al ■Hllill AMI LOW COMPANY." 
I iiAVf ofl.'ti lifiinl il olmiTVitl Ilml ••Of tuut a* little to 

do nJlU 1h> .'l...i.-.- .-r hi- 1.' of lif.- :■- witli tlu- iiuiim- be 

rt-Ofivi-M .11 l>.n|ilii«m. I mtlit-r iiirliin- (•> i)ic •>|iiii)>iii th»t 
tlii^ ii« tnii'. Mv iiwii virv v»rtii) uixl hoiik-wIihI ili^^imiUr 
.MTUl.;ili..(.- ». ri- .-■■rlunih' fur l.«« tli>' r.-iilt ..f ftiiv |.n-.-..ti- 
<-.-ivvl fUili .-r -li.in.' tluMi til.' Iii.'l. --tillli-ll|." ••f tlx' roll- 
iiii; .11.' ..1 F..rliiiiv, 

It«ii. «l,il.. T..v..Mi,^ :. -|>....i..-,.f ^,t:.lwmiti llii- «i-. 
Htxl <-!>l>nl^ :i.«iriT.^ tll^..•lf ll.:.1 I »:.. ii-.l l-'Mi l-> >■.- 
-.liirv.-.!. 1h:.( I -lt..ll.-.i ;.l..i,- M.Tri..n >^|ii:ir.- -l. tl.r -..■n.- 
nft.-rix-.ri "f mv .-\|'ii1-i'-ii fr-th 'l'nii;\ :.ua v|..i i.. 
.\.'»^;tl.-. 

rii.r.- «-■>.■ I.mIIi;.i,i .H|ni|.;.L-.-. .■.■.v..li. r-. ,■....1 lii.|i.-« .m 

h-.r-.-!.:.' l« . liHii.l- I,. .11-.-. «i!t. !...!.. .1,1.. ..fi.ii ilir.-i.L'.ti 

|.y Httt:i.in. -l.-.kii .: .- I -j]r,iii-- . ^■,■\ \:i,t .(..».i-..f iinvly 

tln-»-"l IH l-.-l.- |.l..'l . ll:..i..| "l\.l-. r-,.. -.)il;ii. it-.'lr. Mtii-rv 

■ niililiin l.-i'i'l [- iI t:!..'! . m '..<■:. tl.. n- n:i- rii.>r>' llwlt 
ni-ii'jti t I. I. -r :.i,.l :.'i.ii-.- ..!., -.f lii^li.r i.n't>-iii>).>nii is 
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While I was tfane fsziie on iIie IciQiui: nannrsiiM <if ite 
outdoor life of a gre*l ciiy. amd 'w.aiiKriiu: ana ciKatsia^ 
what precise objeel tliiK broQgni pet'^ik u^eiber. — Uv no 
feature of a mai^tt. or a fair, or asj f^^ijve oocapan.u 
Bolved the difficulty. — I was ^ini(i by a clas^ .^f cbu^wt^i^ 
who seemed to play the snbordinai* pan* of tbc drama. — 
a set of ragged, iU-fed. half-narred boys, who folli>wf,i io 
crowds each new arrival oo horseback, and exgerly aouglit 
pennissioD to bold bis bcvse when ite difimonutod ; the ron* 
trast of these mangy looking artendanu lo tbo ^l<>!ii)y CMauxl 
and handsomely caparisoned steeds they led ahoai boin;; t<xi 
remarkable to escape notice. Although a veir fiexco rivalry 
prevailed amongst them, they seemed a species of or^nixtnl 
guild, who constituted a distinct walk in life, and indigitanily 
resented the attempt of some two or three '- voluntaries" 
who showed a wbh to join the fraternity. 

I aat against the rails of the square, stuilyiug witti m^mm 
curiosity little details of their etiquette, aud tiicir straiige 
conventionalities. A r^ular corps of them Btoo<] in front 
of me, canvassing with all the eager volubility of thoir craft 
for the possession of a handsome thoroughbred ]x)tiy, 
from which a young officer, in a cavalry undress, was altoiit 
to dismonnt. 

■' I 'm your own boy. Captain ! I 'm Tim, sir ! " cried onO| 
with a leer of most familiar intimacy. 

^"Tis me towld ye about Miss O'Grady, sir," shoutMl 
another, preferring another and stronger claim. 

'• I'm the boy cn'ishl your rinr.' ihv 'iiiv v nil" llir'mri, 
Captain 1 " insinnatf '1 a third, cxhil'itiiit; a want of tA4't In ti 
reminiscenoe that drew down many a scoff ii|ioii liiiu fra 
his fellows; for tbe^e ragged and starving < 
lively sense of the iii-e of flattery. 

*■ Off with TOO ; — stand off '. " amid the y 
« tfarestrnii^ tone; -■ let that ft^Ovw talw a 
pointed to me a« I •mU a pctient bol I 
ol the aocne. H»l a i " ' 
Mt aaide on the c*e of a greal mi«1mi1 « 
" knife" tnmmattfi in the ofCKtlMd 1 
■Undo-, tfae hrcad 
have been g|i» W « Tor CMtf i 
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undisguiiicd conU^tnpt, ami a |)erfiH*t vi>Uey of ahtiiM* and 
inuiv f<»ll<>wtHl uw an 1 luiMtontMl U> <»)m»v the Miiiiitn«»n«*. 

It haM lHH.'n very oftiMi tiiy fortune in life tii take a iMwiiii>n 
for wliieh I neither haii Hu)>uiitt4Ml to the UHual pn>liati«»nary 
study, nor inmHeHHtMl i\w neernnary a<*<|uin*meiit ; hut I 
l)elit*ve thin mv tirnt Htep in tlie wrv humble walk of a 
'* horrt4»-lM»y ** jjaw nie more {min than ever diti any mil*- 
iM»<|Ufnt one. The eritieisniH on my drenrt, my walk, my 
c<Mintrv l<M»k, mv verv hIhh's. — mv eritieti won* none, — rnvtr 
all |M»i^nant and bittrr; and I verily iM^livvr, Huch in the 
fonv of ridi<*ntr, I nhonld havr preffmnl the ra^n and 
S(|Ualor of thr initiat^^l, at that moment, to the warm *^niy 
friez«* and hhi«> worHt«*<i Htoi^kin^^H of mv muntrv (*«Mtuim*. 

I liriteniMl attfntiv(*ty to tlir youn^ ol!l(vr*i« <linM*tion<t how 
I wan t4> walk hin nnin', and w)i«*re: and thi*n, aHMumiin; a 
de^rre «)f indilTfn'nn* to KircaHUi I waM far fn»m ftvlini:, 
movtNi away from t)i«* h)mi( in *«onibri* <li«;nity. Th«* i*:i|»- 
tain — tlir titU* Ih ^rn«Tir \%:ih al»H«*nt aUiut an hour; 
and whiMi ht> returniHl, M>«*nii'd ho ficll plfaMHl with my 
strict <»lH'ili«*n<*e to hin order** that h«* ^avi* me a Khilluit;. 
and d«*Hir<^l me U» Ih* |>iiiirtii:dly at the aaine h«Hir and 
the HJim«* phuv on the day fi>ll<»%iiii5. 

It wa*« now dark ; th«* Innipli'jtitfr had U>;;nn hin ronnd<». 
atid I wa** juHt (Hinirratntatini; niynrlf that I ^houhl ri«4-a)N 
mv |H'p*«Tnt4irH. wImmi I saw th«'in apprnarhint; in a InhU 
In an in!«tatit I ^an MnioiMMh'd. :uid a^••«:lilt•«| uith a tinrin: 
of <|U«'«4tiMnM an ti> who I \%a*>, \%h«Tt' I ranio fr«>m. wh-t* 
hnui'^ht iiH' ihiTe, and, lM«*tlv. :ui<i with nn»r«* I'm^nii -- 
than all U-nid*-*, — t\h:»t dil ** \\\r <*;ipt:nn *' ^iNr iiu' r \* I 
an-%^«r«*d thi- «|ihtv lu-t, thf otli*'- w»'i«- not prcHMi**! ; and 
it )HinL' v«itrd that I •»h«'iild # vptiid th«* iiion<*y on !ii«- 
frat«rnitv. l»v \^:tv of « nti :ii.««-f« «•. ..r. :i- lh«-v l«'rm«-<l it. 
*M»:i\in:/ mv f«Nitin<j." :iu :i\ ui •»♦ t in a l^-lv ton di'^taiit 
part «*f th«- town. r«rn<>ti Ti«>ni :ill iT-> iH-tti'i and nion* f«|m- 
i'ion-' thorMUj:lif:»rr«». :ui'l iimp",.' :» r}j:».i«» iif l:in«'H and alh'\f» 
callid thf • IjU-rtii*.* I: t: . ii'.i ut-n- runfrrnil for tin* 
«*X('«'H**iv«' :(nd nnlri)it«-'i 7! • • i-'ii** p*-? riiiit«-d to thv udiahi- 
tant.-, it Ha«» ii<» nii-ii"!i.« • . On nv \%\\ iiitrann* inti» it I 
in'Hiiv«d \\\»- |Mif.«'t fit ml • :»-> whirli pi fvait«*«l. 

A dtii^* thlf of )M>pnl;i!i«iii tlii«>n;;id tli4* i-l<ii««\ (Nttifiiml 
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])a«jiage8, moatly of hodmen, bricklayers' lalMirers. ami 
acareiigera, with otd-clol he-men. l>e;iLrar:*. au'.l othtrs whose 
nillicking air anil daring look bespoke iiktc Lazurrluus mo<Ies 
of life. 

My companions wende«l their way tLri •uSu the dense 
tliriin<! like practised travellers, ofteu euitiui^ ijS an auirle 
|iy a dive thnxtgh the two doors of a whiskey shop, ao'i 'x-i-a- 
Moiiallr making a great short-cut l>y ]>enetratin^ through a 
house and the court behind it, — littic rx].>i>i;s in gci-zraphy 
espiateil by a volley of curses from ih.- i ■..■r-u!.;i;.ts, and siime- 
times au admoaitory brii-kbat in a<ldirl'>;i. 

The uniform good teuii>er they es:jii'iit-d ; the easy free- 
dom with which they subntitted to the raiiter rou_'h j'V.-ularitie;« 
of the passers-by. — the usual salute i.-ifin*^ a ?:n:irt slap on 
the crown of the head, ailministore"! l-y tii.- ii.idiikraft tii-A of 
the iudividual. and this si'wn.-tiines K-ini an ir-n trow.-l or a 
slater's hammer. — could nut Imtpsa!: t!;i.-[ii in thv ^■)t":ifi as 
the most {>atieut set of variets I had i-wr ^' -j- "irnt^d with. 
To my question as to why we w^rc :^'>i!i^ si' 'ar. an'l wJiither 
our journey tendeil, 1 S'>t (••r answer iLe "Ut sb-rt r«-p!y. — 
"We mu3t go to •nuM Betty'*.'" 

Now. a» I would wiliin^ily sjiare as mu-h nf tlii- ii-ri'j-l's 
recital to my reader as I can. I will coiit<-nt niy--lf with 
stating that ■■ oold Betty."' or IK'tty Cobbe. was :in -M iady 
who kept a species of onlinarv for the unclaimc'l youth of 
Dublin. They were fevi and >-lucated at her seminary; the 
washing cost littl-. ^.r. i '., j v,. .-....■■.:._ - .i ■ . ' r'.-i- 3; 
the ver>- smallesi ir-^i. liU'i in Urc iii<j-i f ri,.trkjl>ly bnot 
space of time. If ever Ihe^ faint memorials of s lifaif 
be read in a certain far-off land. (Dore than trac i 
the distaat bash, more than one aii|0cr in Uk d 
Swan River, will confess bow maoj O 
of life and manners were imbibed t 
of Mrs. Elizabeth CoV.he. 

Beitr's procee*'; ' _- 
and felicity of b 
tbe attention of 

The Colonial - 
she had been pa 
wider scale than 
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Hhv acc|uired what, in the |M>lite Unfni*^<^ of oar noi|shborm« 
IM phram^d the '* Survi»illaiK'e of the l*olkt»/' — a wiiu*hful 
8U|MTinteiKleiice aiui utixiouH proUnrtoratis for which, I )rri«*v«* 
to 8ay, 8he eviiu*tHi the wry rt»venk» of ^ratituile. Iletty 
had, in eonHiH|Ut*n(v, and in re<|uireiuent witli the lipint of 
tlie tinieM — the niont euprieiouM Mpirit that ever Vi'xe«l pUiit, 
old-faiihifMiiHl mortals — refornuMl her t*8tabliMhnN*nt ; aiitl 
from having oiM^niMl Iht diMtrn, ai» liefore, to what, in tin* 
lan^ua^e of Kattt Induiu advertiiH»nienti», are calletl ** a few 
iipirit4'<l yoini^ men," hIu* hud fallen d«>wn to that nniall fry 
who, in variourt distsuinert of va^raney ami vaj^NiiKlaisr, 
infeHt the hi<;liwayrt of a capital. 

liy XUvtH' dinciplrrt wlic wan revcntl an<l venerati**! ; tlieir 
devotion wan the <N>iii|H>nMition for the w«>rl<rH ne^Unl, and 
H4I hIic f«*lt it. To train tlicm np with a due rt^pinl in tli« 
faults and follit*H of their U'ttcr-rntlowetl neighlMini wan b«*r 
aim and olgivt, and to hucIi tearliintf her knowU*dge of 
Duhlin life and iK*opli* larp*ly contril»nte«l. 

Hit original walk had Ikhmi niinHtn'Uy ; Mhe wan the fatn«Hiii 
Imllad-nin^er of l)n»^liiHla Street, in the year of the rel»eUi«Hi 
of 'UH. She haii )H>en half a dozen tinien impriaoned, — iii>iiie 
Maid that h\iv had even vipjtol ** lU're-fonl'H ndin^-iM*b4M>|/* 
where the knout wan in daily prarti<v; hut thin in not no 

clear: (vrtnin it in, Nith her *«onirrt and r*vinpathv hail aiwavn 

• • • • 

lHH*n iui the patriotic -i«le. She was the tern>r of l*r«»ttiitant 

aH4HMi<l«*iirv for !u:i!iv u Vi'ar loni;. 

IJke llotiier, »»hr -»iihL: her om n ver'*«'M ; or, if thev were 
made f'»r her, the •»t<Tit of the :iu(liorr*liip waH never 
divul'je«l. For Mevrral yi-:ir«» pr«-\ ion-i* ti> the time I now 
ii|M'ak of, she had al>:ni«l«Mi<*4l th«' Mii-^****, navr on <w»nie 
ii|MH*ial and Htrikini: «MM-:i*.iiiim, \%h«ii •*lii- uould oune liefort* 
tile world with Kouie l\rir. \%hi«li. Ii<>\\i\rr. did little imire 
than l>«*:ir the iiaiiie i»r it^ itihr f.-t!iii«l (***iii|M»ser. 

S» tiiiirh fi»r the p:!**!. .N"\s ;•• tin pif^ent hii4t«»ry of 
Ii<-tly CoMh'. 

In a l:ir.:»' uue« ilm^td pn.-h. witli :\ jre:»t tire lilaatinis oq 
the heartii, ovt-r \Oih li a tiii.'< {*..t .•! p<>t:it*H'H wan liotUtl|t« 
nat Ii4-t7\. ill a •*tr:iw ih:tir. ^-i> \«.i-> « \ i'i«-iitlv very oU|, M 
h^T ••rioM -%%hiti liuir aii>t ln<*tr< !• ^« • \<- ^i'*>pike; hut the fb% 
of a trueuleht. unvieldni^ spirit *ltil wariiitnl her l>l«Mid« 




HEN I woke the next morning, 
few niiuiites before I 
could thoroughly remember where 
i and how I came there ; my 
next thought was the grateful 
one, thnt if the calling was not a 
very exalted one, I had at least 
secured a mode of living, and that my natural acute- 
uess, aod, better still, my fixed resolve within me " to 
get forward in the world," would not permit ine to pass 
my days in the ignoble craft of a "horse-boy." 

1 found that the "walk," like every other eareer, had 
certain guiding rules and principles by wliich it was r^n- 
lated. Not only were certain parts of the town interdicted 
to certain gangs, but it was a recognized rule that when a 
particular boy was singled out habitnally by any gentle- 
man that DO other should endeavor to supplant him. This 
was the less difficult as a perfect community of property 
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at the* rutting down «>f yer father? YtHir father/' a«ltl«^l 
aho, ** that iniinlontl <»l(l MvriHlith!'* 

Tho lM>y, a hanloiUNl ami lM>l(l-featuri*il fellow, In^^aiiif 
livi<lly pale, but ii«*ver H|)«>ke. 

** Yea, my I^>nl," <*(>iitiiiiutl rthe, atill following tlM* Uit- iim* 
of her own wild faiM*ieri, 'Ml *h JaiiieH ButterleyV iMiy ! Uut- 
terley that was haii^t*<l ! " aii<l alie ah(M>k ami n>cketl with a 
tiemlirth exultation at the ex|M»Hun*. 

** Many <»f uh «i«M»airt know what U*kein of our fathen« ! " 
aai<l a rily-lot»kin^, old-fanhioneil en*atur«s whom* lH*i;:ht 
w*ar(*ely exftH^liMl two fet*t, althouj^h evitlfutly uear man* 
htMNl in |>oint of a;!e. 

•' \Vh«i was vourH, Mifkev?" cried another. 

** Fatlier ttlvnn, of Lukr Stn*et,'* gn^wUnl cwt the iiii|>. 
with a leer. 

*' And yourH?" aaitl an«>ther, dra((^iu|( nw forwanl. 
din*<*tiv in front of IWttv. 

'*('<»n (><'«p!an, i»f KiltN*^i;an,** rtai«l I« Uddly. 

** SufHvriM toy«\ nia tHiu«*lml ! *' Hai«l the old ha^;; ** and ^* 
yiMi *if a rion f>f Con tlit* informer.*' She l<M>ki*«l ntornlv at 
m<* for a few HtM^inds, and thru, in a nlower ami UHtn* d«*li)»- 

eratf toiif, adiliHl, ** I *ni forty v«'ai*H, hutt Ijiilv l>ii\. Iimh^ 

• • • • 

tiiirt way* and kt*<>pin' i*iiin|»:iny with all rtiirta of tliirVi-«. .mil 
n>KUeH. and Mai^uunN. an<l worno, - ay, far worn** )M-^h|t'«*. 
hut niav I ui'V«'r sr«« (Uorv if an informer. i>r hit lirat. via* 
UhiU'r \Uv pMif ar»ri*!*' 

'I'tit* !«(«*adf!iMt ilcri-^ioii of liHik and vi»i('f an t*!),* •.;»-.k. 
r«i'i'iii«*il to iiii|iic**** \\it' Ky-^tandrM, \%h«» f«*li l»ai-k an-l j:i/.l 
at nil* nith that kind of •^hi inkiiii: t«*rri»r uhi<'li h«iii«'^t \**- •; .• 
^••iiii'tinii'H i*\liil>it at tin* f*4iiit:ii*t of a riiminal. 

I>urili-^ tilt' paii<«f of Hoiiii- •^tMNiinU, uliilr thi>« i-ndiiiid. iii\ 
HchH*' of a)ij«*rt dfiKi-^niii'iit wa«» at th«- Nimv l«iwi-.t. !•• !*• 
tli«' Paiiuh i>f •^iicli a •^•N'ii-tv \ia*> iiid«-<>d a iiioi,t di*«tini'ti\i- 
infamy. 

*• Air \v a-haiiii'd «'f yi*r fath. i - Ti l! in** that ! " rrii-d the 
hai!, r«hakii)L! iit<' louirhlv )>v ••m •«ii<iiiM<-r. 

•• It in ii"t ht ff. and Ufiii.- tin- lik.' i»f thfm*/' naitl I. 
loi>kitii! r<tt]itd at th«* laj'^fd. uitua-lit-il a*«^iiililai;r. ** ttiat 
I -hoiiM fill .^haiiif! or if I di«l. it is to find iiiy»M-lf aui«>n|( 
Ihvui ' 



"VIEWS OF LIFE." 51 

Dublin life and manners; antil at last, what between oral 
evidence and shrewd observatiou, I had a key to the secret 
mysteries of nearly every well-known house in the city. 

None like me to explain why the father of the dashing 
family in Stephen's Green only appeared of a Sunday ; how 
the blinds of No. 18 were always drawn down at three 
o'clock; and what meant the hackney-coach at the canal 
bridge every Thursday afternoon. From the gentleman that 
always wore a geranium leaf in his coat, to the lady who 
dropped her glove in the Square, I knew them all. Nor was 
it merely that I possessed the knowledge, but I made it to 
be felt. I did not hoard my wealtli like a miser, but I came 
forth like a great capitalist to stimulate enterprise and en- 
courage credit. Had I been a malicious spirit, there is no 
saying what amount of mischief I might have worked, what 
discoveries anticipated, what awkward meetings effected. 
I was, however, what the French call a " bon diable," and 
most generously took the side of the poor sinner against the 
strong spirit of right. How many a poor subaltern had been 
put in arrest for wearing '* mufti," had I not been there to 
apprise him the town-major White was coming. How often 
have I saved a poor college-man from a heavy fine, who, 
with his name on the sick-list, was flirting in the '' Square." 
How have I hastened, at the risk of my neck, between crash- 
ing carriages and prancing horses, to announce to a fair hidy 
lounging in her britzska that the '* Counsellor," her hus- 
band, was unexpectedly returning from court an hour earlier 
than his wont. I have rescued sous from fathers, daughters 
from mothers ; the pupil from his guardian, the debtor from 
his creditor, — in a word, was a kind of ragged guardian 
angel, who watched over the peccadilloes of the capital. 
My ** amour propre" — if such an expression of such a 
quality may be conceded to one like me — was interested in 
tbe cause of all who did wrong. I was the Quixote of all 
deceivers. 

With "Con on the look-out," none feared surprise; and 
while my shrewdness was known to be first-rate, my honesty 
was alike unimpeachable. It may readily be believed how, 
with acquirements and talents like these, I no longer pursued 
the humble walk of *' horse-holder ; " indeed, I rarely touched 
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tbe " Mi'iiilicity Initlilutiiin" durinir Uie <Uy, and wl fnv 
St nitchtfall to follow iIk' Iwnl of ihcir owii, not ovfr w<'ll- 
nt(uUt«tl, tattU^. Tliiiw' <TffttHn-« wi-n- tlw t«Uttil-i>)ni;<-nt 
of llif i-ity; and. tuitm-tiiiH-x aloiir. HomtrtiniMt in <>i>iii|>aii.v 
wilh out- lit thf Im.vm. tlii-y wen- wont Ui take their MUnd in 
tmnv |iM)ili(* lUi>niiit;liruri', not nnly tbv rlianotrr of iliv 
Hiii^tT. liul iIh- jKH'trv ilm-lf, ukinK tlw turn* of the dtn-t-l : 
iu> Umt wliilf witiif duriii); l<it of town lu-andsl caouhl rii<' 
r»T» i.f {■.•llfi:i- <;rv.-n. 11 "lil.»Kly iminl.T" or « -dyins: 
»|Hi'<-li " ri>rnitil ttiv altrui-tioi) of 'nHimait Street an<l tin- 
" l'.-ldlf." 

nfl<TWnrx)i«. in tlic clKt-ki-re*! imftr of niv 
II I li:>v,- >.:it :it lonllv tiil>l.-t> and liiil.-ii.-il 
<) wil 1III.1 |K.li»li.-«l rHiili-ry of tlH- liiuli-l-Tii 
my mind liiii I'fii-n n-wrtol l<> lliat U-mfar 
illil li-m r<':iilily tlirrnltiiii! jf»t wan anii«ti-n->l. 
it<'c (<il|.iHi->l »ttHi-k - wlint i|iiBint fanciii'. 
i-it«. puHM-il iliroui:)! (Ikhm- lirnino, wWri* oiw 
vMKil UiiTi' «n- (!•> room for augfat aavr 
..nd «>d r,-,.inin:... 

^-.| ill. III.' if..M'ml>ly l-T..k.' up; aome ImimmI 
:itio(irt tt- tiiilliid-oin^'iTM: wimr. in pun Taita- 
(rollnUiiit tlif otnvtH : wliiU- <ittH>ra,af wIkmb 

Ihv donii ii|i>iii til*' rttraw to alecp, wUhovt • 

. till dayli^lit. 
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monuD^, 
few miDoU^ hef'irp I 
couM lliorouarhlv rem^inber whi.Tf 
! was anil hi.iw I eame there ; my 
next thought was tti^ ^niicful 
one. tlMt if the callin 
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wan the rule of the onler; aiitl all inonrVf* \%iri* 4*:if')i iii:;ht 
cimiiiiitUii to the chaixf «»f "old IWtty/' with a M*rtj|»ul<itt4 
fi(l<*litv that womM have H>iaiiu*<l iiiaiiv a ** j«>int--t«i«'k 
coin|Hiny." 

The n*'^ul:ir I'titjiiette rei|iiiriil that «*aeh youth r*h«>iil*l 
lunziii hi** rari-rr in th«» in»rth si«l«' of Ih** rity, mhfn* tliv 
vltL'^r* (if hor«H'iit«'it w:i.*i of a l<'f«*« (lir»tiiii;iiiKh«*«l or«h*r. aii«i th«* 
fif»» |>ro|Mirti<»iiahly l»»wrr. 'rh«'iMv Uv h:i?» |iri>tiii*t«*«l t«» thi* 
Four (\HirtH; fn>ni wliirli. :u4 th«* hiiihrs^t !«t:ii!«-. lit* :irti\f«l 
at M«'rri«>n S|uar«' aii<i itf« iiri:^h)Mirh4MMl. lU-w the vi<»iiiin« 
mvrv t'ithtT the y«>uiii: oiljivrj* «»f th«* ^arrir««»ii. the ( ai^tle 
i>tlieial(«, «»r a w«*:ilthv rhi?vH nf «i>untrv i!i*utU'nii*n, all **( 
whom jravr r«i\|>«*ii(v<* ; whilt* in tiit* oild (|uart«'r of ni»ith- 
4Tn Ihililin. jH*iin\-|»i«'«v«» wit«- th«- t»iil\ eurn-n<'y. If tlie 
puMir ditTrri-il in t)i«-«<' t)ii«>r phuH***. t*»» i\u\ xUv rlnini^ «>f 
thi' a!«|»irant : a i:ra\c. •|Ui«-t. :ilini»*«i •*iini)»n* l<N»k U-inj tlit* 
^iaii«l <|ualitirati«»n \u tht* on*-. y^\llU• an air of ilarin;! ffTr>tn- 
terv «iu"i the U"«t rtHiiniini'nilatiou iu thr othtT. F*»rmiiilf 
thf nia^ttT in rlianerrv or xUv ** ••ix rh-rk " mouM onlv •'••ni- 
luit hi*« U*lttail«'<l |M»ny to a (li*M'r«*«'t-faft*4l varU*t of ^ravt* 
<'Xt4*rior. xUv i\'A^\i'm)i ai«l«'-4h-«*aiii|i on Um thonmi;hl«r%*«l 
riin^lol out th«' will! imp with roi:ni**li v\%' and tlowtn^! hair, 
that kept up^ith hnn fi'int thi- )>:itra<-k in a fharp eniitrr, 
ami ai'tualU 'iiNtMl uti<icr :\ rarria'ji'-jMiU- nmX u|MM-t an appl«*- 
»»talt t«» U> "lip" ill tiMif t** H:ut oil hnn: and whih* \«*t 
hrcalhlf^' and Mi»%%n. w:i- nadv with vi-IuM*- to|i,;ii«* ti> ;:i\«» 
him till- <MUMiit iii'H** «if tti*- n«iL'liU>T h*M«l. \%hi» wn* ni 
thr S«iiiar*'. or out diniiu' : uho li.i.l :trti\f.|. or wIin tii«\ 
WiTt* a!»«M lit. To d<» thi^ ta*k «i!!i dt\J«iit\ iiipI t.n t w;i« 
tlu' rrowiiiii.; ft :itiirr of V.i* «"ifi. .%'.,•{ mi -'n h h:i->TN )>tiirtial- 
i«*m •wifiii- uttaiiud a lii;j!i pt«»!"i \%u> \ : -• .i-oinnj tin ir •••an- 
<lal with "ly Kit^ itf droIl« r\ of .ju.i.!' .i!l';.«i..r,«» :•• tin* rurrviil 
topirrt •►f thi- da\. I'l* -niti. I J- ' I... I* WH-, nf^fHMArv !•» 
know till* Iiadinj •liarrMti-r-* ff ! . :..\\\ und thf rirnitn- 
f»taii**«*i of f|i«ir i.riv:i!i- }ii-»tor\ . i- i •^. ^, I •♦•t m\**v!f to 

- 9 

h'ani witli thi- a««iiiii!. •/ :t -' i i\ N.\.i liid a llath 
Ma-S«T of till' ( "•■[« !i.«r,i. • .l.\..'. ;.: p «.. If ;tioTt> ariloullv tO 

m 

th*' inM*«*tiu'ation «>f tin fai.'- iiil f<<i^li«« of hi** <^>mMB]r; 
nrvtr did younj laiiv. U ' .•. • ".mu^ 'Hit. mort* |Miti 
|»ori' ovrr iVhri'tt. than ^lid I pur*ui- mv ri*fM*arrhM 
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fmits of my personal observation tx> these pleasant theories. 
The one question recurred every morning as I arose, and 
remained unanswered each night as I lay down, ^' Why should 
I hold a horse, and why should another man ride one ? " I 
suppose the difticulty has puzzled wiser heads ; indeed, since 
I mooted it to myself, it has caused some trouble in the 
world ; nor, writing now as I do in the year of grace *48, do 
I suppose the question is yet answered. 

I have dwelt perhaps too long on this exposition of my 
feelings; but as my subsequent life was one of far more 
action than reflection, the indulgent reader will pardon the 
prosiness, not simply as explaining the history which follows, 
but also as affording a small breathing-space in a career 
where there were few *' halts." 

I have said that I began to conceive a great grudge against 
all who were well off in life, and against none did I indulge 
this "aversion more strongly than '' the captain," my first 
patron, — almost my only one. Though he had always em- 
ployed me, — and none ever approached him save myself, — 
he had never condescended to the slii(htest act of recognition 
beyond the tap on my head with liis gold-monnted whip, and 
a significant nod where to lead his pony. Xo sign of his, 
no look, no gesture, ever confessed to the fact that I was 
a creature of his own species, that I had had a share in the 
great firm which, under the name of Adam and Co., has 
traded so long and industriously. 

If I were sick, or cold, or hungry, it mattered not; my 
cheek might be sunk with want or care, my rags might 
drip with rain, or freeze with sleet, — he never noticed them ; 
yet if the wind played too roughly with his Arab's mane, or 
the silky tasselled tail, he saw it at once. If her coat stirred 
with the chill breeze, he would pat and pet her. It was 
evident enough which had the better existence. 

If these thoughts chafed and angered me at fhst, at least 
they served to animate and rouse my spirit. lie who wants 
to rise in life must feel the sharp spur of a wrong, — there is 
nothing like it to give vigor and energy to his motions. 
When I came to this conclusion, I did not wait long to put 
the feeling into action ; and it was thus — But a new 
chapter of my life deserves a new chapter of my history. 
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bat a few years Imck, if report spoke truly, was soan^ ly 
better off tban I was — I invself." 

Only tbey who have a Han^uiius ho|H»fiil U*iii|M*raiiit*iit will 
be able to uiiderMtaiul how tiie |MM>r houii«*U*iiM, fru*iullt-Mi 
boy — the wry <mU'ast of the world, tht* <»onvirt*s chiM 
could t*V(*r durr to indulge in Hurh day-drounm of futiiri' 
^n*atnt*HH. Hut I had M*i tht* ^{oal lK*ft>rt* my ey«*H ; th«* 
interuu*<liat4* Ht«*|M to it I left to fortuno. Th«* nohli> U*ur- 
in^ an<l |)oliHh«*<l ^racvs nf the hi^h and wt*althy, which t*> 
my huniblt* aHHiK.*iates mH'UUHl tin* actual birthright «>f tht* 
great, 1 |M.*nvivi'<l i*ould all In* aniuin**!. TihTf wsm no prv 
•criptiw claim in any v\iit<H to th«* numncm <»f hi^h hriMNlin;: ; 
antl why nhould not I. if f4>rtunc f!iv«>r4Hl, U* aa pnmI n v:«'n- 
tlcnian an the U*Ht? In other pnrticularH, all that I hail 
oliH«Tvnl ^howtMl nif no wondroux <liHHimilaritv of tnit* 
ftH*lin«j in th«* two rhiHHrn. Tht* irvntlcnian, Xo W nun*, ilal 
not HWfjir lik«' tlu* (*«»nunoii fallow; but on the ract*c*«HinM- or 
tiu* )N'ttini:-^ri»un<l 1 had >M*«*n, to the full, aa much de<vit aa 
ever I \%ilhef«mil in niv **«i>mi ordi-r." There wai* faithlr***- 
neHH )»i*n«'ath V»lrnei«*nnef* l:ie«> and velvet aa well aa lN*neatb 
brown HtufT and ciu'^'k : and a npirit of barkbitin);, that w«* 
nH!>;«Nl folk knew nothing: of, »M'eni«*<l a current (laatinie in 
better cirelen. 

What, then. Hhi»nld dehar ine from ttiat claMs? Not thr 
nmnnern, which I o»uld fei^rn, nor tin* vhvm, which 1 c«»uUl 
fei*l. To In- liki' tlnin, wa«» «iiilv to U* **f them. — HUch, al 
lea^tt. was tht-n mv r<»n\irtitin and iiiv th«'«irv. 

Anv t>nt' Hh«» mmW take tli«' it:iin*< t<* iit1«rt oii and analvze 
th** iimmIi* **( ttiiiikinu I liavc Ihti* iih ntioiuil, ia ill iM*e li«»w 
iH^^>*i*4:iril\ it t«!nU ratli«T !»» dtpn'Hs tfi'»-»* alxiv** than ti» 
ele\at«' th<»«,4> )Hii«ath. I iliil M<>t |<nr|»>-f t«» myrndf any 
e<bieatioti in Iii;^r|, .||,,| n, ,M,. h. ntiimiit-. Iiit dimply iIm* |>rr- 
formaiK'e «»f *% p;iri wlmh I i!«.tii«m| ♦a-^v t«» a**rtuine. The 
n**»iilt •MN.n U-iTriii !•• t.!l. I f. !t ;i dt-jf**- ''f e«.nt«'niptu<mi» 
luitri-d f'>r till- vi I V |Mf."i)'* I li:t<l ••tin- !«\«ii'd an almtmt 
demii:«»'l*. I 11" l'»nj« I l.n.k.d ui- t«» tli« •• L'»i»tleuuin ** aa 
■urh \'\ ri^dit iliviiti-. )>iit \'\ ru < il> i.r ; an*l 1 f«>at«*rr<l til* 
f«flii»L' *\N th«- i^ritinj- "f r\»TV r:idi«\al ne«iit|Mi|N*r t COOkl 
Cf»ni«* at. All tlie l«\«l!iii:j d.n triiirH of fi4M*imlif«m, all Ik* 
plmu^ihilitii'H of <*4|u:i!it\. )hi>:iiih> a«« i:n*at truths to ma) 
aiMi I f4>UDd a nioHt rraily iiptitmlr in mv mind to fM|iiar9 fte 
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had the least conception what other coarse I should adopt ; 
I was a true disciple of revolt : I rebelled for very rebellion's 
sake. 

Betty Cobbe's was more than usually brilliant on that 
evening. A race, which was to come oflf at Kingstown 
the next day, had attracted a numerous company, in the 
various walks of horse-boys, bill-carriers, and pickpockets, 
all of whom hoped to find a ready harvest on the morrow. 
The conversation was, therefore, entirely of a sporting 
character. Anecdotes of the turf and the ring went round, 
and in the many curious devices of roguery and fraud might 
be read the prevailing taste of that select company. Com- 
binations were also formed to raise the rate of payment, 
and many ingenious suggestions thrown out about turning 
cattle loose, slacking girths, stealing curb-chains, and so on, 
from that antagonistic part of the public who preferred 
holding their horses themselves than intrusting them to the 
profession. 

The race itself, too, engrossed a great share of interest; 
and a certain Fergusson was talked of with all the devoted- 
ness and affection of a dear friend. Nor, as I afterwards 
learned, was the admiration a merely blind one, as he was a 
most cunning adept in all the wily stratagems by which such 
men correct the wilful ways of Fortune. 

How my companions chuckled over stories of "rotten 
ditches" that were left purposely to betray the unwary; 
swinging gates that would open at the least touch, and in- 
evitably catch the horse that attempted to clear, if the hoof 
but grazed them ; bog-holes, to swamp, and stone fences, to 
smash, — had their share of approval ; but a drain dug eight 
feet deep, and that must certainly break the back of the 
horse, if not of the rider also, who made a " mistake " over 
it, seemed the triumph which carried away the suffrages of 
the whole assembly. 

Now, although I had seen far more of real sport and horse- 
manship than the others, these narratives were for the most 
part new to me ; and I listened with a high interest to every 
fldtome and trick by whicli cunning can overreach and out- 
maiHcayre simplicity. The admiration of adroit knavery is 
Ibe first step on the road to fraud ; and he who laughs heartily 
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but A 0(*rtuiii iiirttiiirt tohl im* it wus Mr.-*. .MiiiiK4*ruh. ** An* 
you Captain !>«• (*<»un*v*H Imiv?** naitl hUv, in a ^i%«-«i ainl 
HulNiu«'4l vtticr. I rt'pli«Mi in tin* atliniiatiw, ami r*lit' M«*nt 
on: ** V<>u know his i|uart«'rH at tlic Koval ll«>H|iit:irr \\ i-ll, 
p> tlicrt' at onrts as s|K*«Mlily as you can, an^l ijivf liini tliii« 
not4*." Slir lu'sitatt'ii f«>i :i si'mnd. a** if tiiin-i t:iiii \% iiat to 
Hay. an<l thru a4lil«Ml, >* It is a not«' lir iln»|»p« •! fnmi liin 
{MM-ki't \*\ a«H*i«li*hl.** 

*' I '11 <li» it, iiia*:ini," •*:«itl I. r:it('hin*x tlii* Irttn :iimI tlH* 
lialf-<T<iwn, wiiirh sttr li:i«l lialf iiist rtnl in tin- iIim-1<*{h- to 
;riv»' it i%«'i«2ht. •' Y«tu may xiunX mv |HifiTtl\." lit f«in* 

till' Wopjs \S*'W Wi'll llttrliMl, mIii- ha«l ri'tirnl. tin* Ulri>lt»«l 
was c'l(isr<l, |||«* ruitaiti iIimuiu an<l. rxn-pi llir Ifttt i ami 
tli«' 4>iiin ill niv tiii'j*'!'*. m»!liiiiL' n'maiiir*! to •,tiiiw tli:it ihr 
i\lii>lr hail ni»t tu'i-ii a Xiu-k nf my fiNrli<«h luain. 

Mv iinnir<liat«' iinpuNi- ua<it«i hillil iiiv nii'^Hii.n; I • vm 
starti-il III] at full *«}i<i<l toiln •«••. |;i)t a** I tiirni-il Ihi* i-oiinr 
of thi' Sijiiatr. thf* 'jlan- "f a ImI'jIiI i;a--larM]i ••iij-jr-.l. ■! th«* 
t4'ni|itatii»li of at 1« :i-<1 a !«••')% :il !ii\ ih -^palrhi-** ; :ui«i » h:it 
ua-« mv a*«toiimiimriit tn tii.<l trial «>ii tiii« iiott*. \\li:i:i iia>l 
In I'll •lri»|t|nii liy *• anjili n* " Ir'»ii» t!.» raplailj"'* p. n m I . !lii 
supiT-^i-r ip!i«iii wa-« -• .11 ••■ i\ 'li\. n»!'ii'\ii\ nt nf laTi lnn^'. 
I lia«l li',««ttiil tl.f \\f''l*.* I !.i-, •■• •'•ui-f. i\a^ !;•• a?! lit **f 
milK ; tiflt It r\ llin <| ill • I pTi>i|i. ati>l ili-ri pi ji »|| at <'i:taili 
nM>!i'« iil'« iMiiiirii-t a ilat .'• lotj.. inirnv. Ihtri' an- tiim-^ 
whtTi tin iiiIJmI Jii]'* i|.i«tt •,, *.,■ :iri iniria'i. I hf -'t-i'iix 
p. I--- •.- i'l ilii l:r\ilM.«ii :ii"'-. !-i-n1. -" .I'l'l hi i'l-1 r ..r /, 

••!j'«\\ Tlii- . all! I ■ !■■ Ml- '-J 'i • ■ ;■ ■.. :■? it. a"i p- ■ ' i il 

<i -1 1 '.',-: •!.-. I- w ' . 'r ' "..t p. t '. !......; . \ . ij -ii-pi i!. ' .. »: 

til". i\i fitliT'ii^ii Nf '■!:.• •>* !ijiiiii\«i«<\iit\ III 

t!i:,' .■,•:< i: -■ i.-' \ ■ . /. ■• ■■ • . I w ..- !. li . ■.. \ r. |.| 
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riiii'.'l III th« •» *. -■ .\ t i' , . • ■ . . I r. ■ I !■• I .•Mm- a 

n i- ' !.« t thi- : » .i-I- ' * r •. ■ ' ■ . -■■■.« v' •• ii. .i- aiial\<«ii« 

of I ■ TlVi, -I!.!. ;• 1 ■'.. \\ . • i: »- |.»||J ■•tl|ill«*<| 

thi -.•:•■ I -if !i "T.il I • -' . I -i • .'J- I! ■ i"*! .if |ii«» rSlNTI- 
ij.i I •« f« t!ii *iiii ■!: • •- • '■ !..:.•■*•'.! '•■•■ill ^." 

\! , " !i 'li- ri-**l\» w:i- • ' .' 'l I »"ii!.| ifif ih'liver Xht 
hot, N..' t' iT I ! .1 ii • p . 1 i-i- iili-:i whinforr, 4ir tliat I 
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some two or three followed well; others palled short up; 
while the larger share, in various forms of accident and 
misfortune, might be seen either struggling in the brook, or 
endeavoring to rescue their horses from the danger of broken 
l^s and backs. 

I did not wait to watch them ; my interest was in those 
who gallantly led onward, and who now, some four in num- 
ber, rode almost abreast. Among these, my favorite was 
the sky-blue jacket who had led the way over the dyke; 
and him did I follow with straining eyes and palpitating 
heart. They were at this moment advancing towards a 
wall, — a high and strong one, and I thought, in the slack- 
ened pace and more gathered-up stride, I could read the 
caution a difficult leap enforced. 

A brown jacket with white sleeves was the first to charge 
it ; and after a tremendous scramble, in which the wall, the 
horse, and the rider were all tumbling together, he got over ; 
but the animal went dead lame, and the rider, dismounting, 
led him off the ground. 

Next came blue- jacket ; and just at the very rise his mare 
balked, and, at the top of her speed, ran away along the side 
of the wall. A perfect roar of angry disappointment arose 
from the nmltitude, for she was the favorite of the country 
people, who were loudly indignant at this mischance. 

'* The race is sold ! " cried one. 

'* Beatagh " — this was the rider — "pulled her round 
himself I the mare never was known to refuse a fence ! " 

'* I say you *re both wrong ! " cried a third, whose excited 
manner showed he was no indifferent spectator of the scene. 
" She never will take her first wall fairly ; after that she 
goes like a bird ! " 

" What a confoundefl nuisance to think that no one will 
lead her over the fence ! Is there not one here will show her 
the way?" said he, looking around. 

"There's the onlv fellow I see whose neck can afford 
it!" said another, pointing to me. "He, evidently, was 
never born to be killed in a steeplechase." 

" Devilish well mounted he is, too ! " remarked some one 
else. 

" Hallo, my smart boy ! " said he who before alluded to 
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at a clever trick, seUloin iiurt|)eot0 how ho w *' lN>okiiig him* 
nelf " for the Haiiie road. For my own |»art, neither were 
my principleH bo flxeil, nor my eilucation im» eareful, that t 
(li<l not conceive a very hi^h reii|M*ct for tiie ro^e, and a 
very contemptuouH dimlain for hiii victim. 

Morning <*ame, and a liright Munny one it wai«, with a 
keen fnwt and that kind of nhaqi air tliat invip»rat4*ti aiKl 
bracetf Iwith mind uiul Uxly. The criap, clear outline of every 
tree antl building K4*en a^ainut the deep blue 8ky ; the it|)ark- 
ling river, with itM clean \hh\ of bright gravel; and the nid'ly 
facea one meetn, — :ir«* all (»f a naturt* t4> HU^j^ent plea^mnt and 
cheerful thou^zhts. Kvimi we — we, with «mr frail frairnii*ntM 
and chap|M*il handn —felt it, and then* wai* an alarritv nf 
movement and a Umndin^ Ht4*p, a }<ay lau^h and a ni«*rry 
voice, everywhen*. All li^'t out f«>r Kin^Htown, in the nei^ih- 
bi»rlMMid of whieh the nii^* wan Xn eome off. I alone n*- 
maine«l lN>hin«l, n*HiHtin:: ivi*ry entreaty of my eom|>ani«»iii« 
t4> join tlieni, — 1 <*annoi v«*t nav whv I di«l m>. It wam 
(lartly that lon^ habit had iiiad«' my attendance u|Mm ** the 
Captain*' a <luty; partly. |H>rh:ipH, that H4»me vai;ue notion 
that the lett«T, of whieh 1 htill kept |M»Ki4«'i«i4ion, nhoiild U* 
delivereil bv me at liif«t. 

The town wai* c|niU» empty on that day, -'ni»t a <»Hrij:ij«\ 
Dor a horiu*man to U* whmi. Th«Te w»rr vitn frw «»ii f.»«it, 
aiwl the Spiare wa^ tb»»MTt«*d »»f all, -avr it** tiiir«*i r\ popula- 
tion. I iM-viT frit a m<»n' ttnliniH nii>riiiiii:. I li:i>i UiW tMn* . 
ar4 I liiittTol al«»iiL' all al»iii«*, l«» oMilra^t my -•lit ii« witJi 
the (Mijovitiriit iiiv r«itiip:iiiii>iiH wrn* at that x^i:!!*- !ii>>:ii« tit 

|HirHniiiu'* 

Tnii- !'• thf iii<*tant. (^iptaiii \h- <'.»urf\ r.mt* m-.| •'.}*. ti:i« 

fa<>* a tlioiii^lit .:r:i\«'T and ni'»if -t»rii ticHi 1 li i I • \. ■ -• . u 

it iN'fon*. V"« lie •li'*rn*Miiiti-d. :ii\ li.uil \u li«»'.'lni_' lii-.**-- 

rup. ••*»il«*d thi* J«ri;lj.i!it |Hili*»i ..f ln«» !a« . »• n •! l»«»"l ; li»- |h r- 

C«»ivi»«l it, :in<l r»w:irlt'l l\\\ A^^'^^\\ f i • — ^^ "i * ^luiM « !jt 

of hif* K»liip. A ihiii'i'*- !.'•• . 1 'i t ; ».i. .i- .'i.n !!iiii.l u* 
l^ivr him tlir iiMt*- ; ti"W, X->r'-. • '- * a .. i n-.t Ii;i\, ti»ruit 
from nil*. 

I folliiwiil hiM) »ith mv r\«^ •;.. Ii.- .■•.'. 1 t!i»- !l«»ll-«, 
n«»t oViT difttinctlv. it iHiruf. f«»r t:i* \ v%i ri -..im. whit Miiid«Hl 
bv tean* that w«»iiM. in ••pj't' •»( m,-. is.jn.' fnrtl*. VUv ^^unti 
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punful one ; and I am heartily glad to 
I have seldom experienced a recurrence of iu 
vafi the hall-dcK>r closed on him. when I remem> 
bered tiiat he wooM seen bear of the note, which I had failed 
io deiirer* aod that, in all likelihood, a heavy yiuuishment 
avaitad me. My offence was a grave one : what was to be 
done? Turn the mare k»ose and fly, or patiently await my 
fate? Ejtber were bad enough ; the latter certainly the les8 
adrisabk' of the two. A third coarse soon suggested itself, 
doobdess inspired bj that most mischief-working adi^ 
whiefa says that one may be *- as well hanged for the sheep 
as the lamb.*' 

I therefore voted for the ** larger animal ; " and to satinfy 
iDTBdf that I was honest to mv own convictions. I imnuHli- 
atelj proceeded to act upon them. I led the mare quM^Uy 
along to the angle of the Square, and then, turning inUi 
the next street. I shortened the stirrups, mounted, and rofU* 
off« 

**Set a beg^:ar on horseback — " says tlie proverb; «iiid 
ahhongh the consequence is only meant fi;rurativ(>ly, f Uttw 
a suspicion that it might bear a literal roaditi^.. I tiMb* 
sway, at first, at a trot, and then, ^trikin^ into u btUk i>ii*i 
ter, I took tlie road to Kintrstown, whitln't. I'vm v»'<. tintnv 
hoTBemen were hastening. 

Every stride of the boundin<r aiiiiiiul »l»'viiU.| nty i^puHn 
and nerved my courage. Tiu^ foot-j>iiHM«ir'«n (iuH pl'>«|.|.<| 
wearily along, I looked down npon a> itit«ti"i , t^iiii iiu 
horsemen on either side I f^dt a kiii'l "f i'|iM<it(v lf«.vv .i.f 
ferently does one view life from tn* i.;i'i'ili i.t,'i f ♦..*,. ii.. 
ground! The road liecamv mot* tip«;i,'i.i i., f ,1 1 

thicker crowds pressed eaiz*^rly I'ln^ufi ..»,<: , ,. 

riages obstructed the way. ^\ uu'1\^,i■^ h,-,..,- .. f " - ' 

flhould have attractf^d atUffiiioi t/.r , ,, , , .,, 

passing at ever^* inntsni*. jni' wtui ..-,..,> ., 

about the •' nnarffd uf-jjc •, '•■.,i '•./.,../.,.. > 

The crowd at la^t* :*^«' - '.. . 

fain to dtwert ti** xwj: ^^..^ 
an open galf- <r ar ^^ 
Following & rrj^mx •;' ^ 
low wall ivtifj a ».\f^* 



/'. 
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ami Inwond thin, hy U'apiii^ an eauy diU*li, luXu another of 
the Haino kind, till ut Irn^th wt* Maw tin* vuiit <*n>wdii tliat 
blackiMunl u hill in front, and, U*nt*ath tlieni, muld dii^tin- 
^uiHh the fluttering IIu^^h that nmrkiHl the chunks ainl the 
large floating Htan<lttnl of the winning-fKWt. 

Wliat a grand night wan that! For what in ho ini|MiHth;; 
a H|NK*taele an vant nivriadrt of |M*o|»le Htirrtnl hyiMie int«*re.*»t. 
an«l aniniatiMl by one alxMirhing luiitiiion? F«very one liaj« 
uowadayM neen Koniething of the kiiul, then*fore I ithall 
Ui>t linger to tell of the inipn^HMion it niaile u|M>n my y<Hith- 
ful (H*niH.*ti. The tlriit riuv had already eonie off; iKit the 
iie4*ond, bikI the great event of tiie day, wan yet to take 

It wan a Hteeph»<*ham» l»y '* gentlemen rider» " over a very 
m»vere line of ^'oiintry ; »*4'vrral fenivH o( nnwt hreak-ne«*k 
chanK'ter having U'en a4ldi*<l U* the natural dillieultit*ii of the 
ground. 

Mount^'^l (Ml niv Hplendid luirh, I nnle Uddlv forwanl till 
I reaelH^l the tit-Id tlirou;;h which the flrnt diloh ran, — a 
dtvp and wid«* trenrh, l»a<*k«Hl l»y a low rail, — a v^ry f«>r- 
midahle leap, and rt^piiring Uith rttri«le an<l Htrt*ntfth 1i> 
clear it. 

•• N»nie i»f Vm will tail off, when thrv •♦ren that ! " iiai<l an 
Knt!liHh gHMini, with a knowing; ^ink: :uid the wonU wer»« 
only 'Mil i^hen, at a ''Hlapping «»!in!»'r/' tin* ridrr* w<»n» M^n 
eiiiiiiiii; dofiii the irmtlv •»lopin«^ liill. Tlirr** nxle nmrly 
a)»rr»**t : tlim (*:iiii«* :i -^iie^l** i)MrH4>!ii:in ; :iiid. aftiT him, an 
intliMTiiniiint*' niap*««, wIio-m* hri:ilit ainl party-r«»lon*<l jarkrt*^ 
t;lo«i«i| ltk«* a raiiiU»w. 

I wate!i«Hi th«iii with a l»ri*athl«-»'» int«r««.t ; a- thev ramr 
neari*r th«-v HI idt'iit'il tin' npatn* U-tv««*«'n th«-ni. and eaeh raat 
a rn|»id l»ut -tijilthy ;:lano- at hi«« m ijhU»r. t )n«' he n»<lo 
a |Mm<Tfiil Mark h«irH«' t<Milv thi- !<:i'l. and, •la**hini{ at the 
leap, hi** h»»r«»«' r»»^* t*"* ni^iti. ..nl :♦"... rh«"*t»*«l av^ninnl tlw 
op|io*%iti' hank, till* ridrr iin«l« r hin . tt»r in \t •»««TVe<l ihkI* 
denly found and balkiil ; th*- thud di*i tin* •*:tin<*; no Ibftt 
th«* h'aditi;! h<>r<*«'rnan w :ih n<>u In- uho r^»\*' alone at flfll» 
(^ui* krniii;; hiH mim'^^I um hr caint* on. h< <«e4*int*<| artlwUj 19 
fly; and whin h«* did takr tin* f« ri< «•. it uai* like the 
of a <^nnon-HlH»t, - up, and ovrt at om*«! Of Um 
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" I see there '& no chance of our being able to settle any- 
thing here," said the gentleman. ^* These good people think 
the matter more their own than ours; so meet to-morrow, 
my lad, at Dycer's, at twelve o'clock, and bring me anything 
that can speak for your character." As he said these few 
words he brushed the crowd to one side with his whip, and 
forcing his way, mth the air of a man who would not be 
denied, left the place. 

" And he *s laving the crayture without givin* him a far- 
den ! " cried one of the mob, who suddenly saw all the glo- 
rious fabric of a carouse and a drunken bout disappear like 
a mirage. 

'"Oh, the 'tarnal vagabond " shouted another, more in- 
dignantly ; ''to desart the child that a- way, — and he that 
won the race for him ! " 

" Will yez see the little crayture \\Ton.n;ed? " said another, 
who appeared by his pretentious manner to be a practised 
street orator. ''Will yez lave the dissolute orphan — " 
he meant "desolate" — "to be chayted out of his pater 
money? Are yez men at all? or are yez dirty slaves of the 
bloody 'stokessy ' that *b nmrderin* ould Ireland * ? " 

"We'll take charge of the orphan, and of you too, my 
smart fellow, if you don't brush off pretty lively ! " said a 
policeman, as, followed by two others, he pushed through 
the crowd with that cool determination that seems to be 
actually an instinct with them. Then, laying a strong hand 
on my collar, he went on: "How did you come by that 
mare, my lad ? " 

" She belongs to Captain De Courcy, of the Royal Hos- 
pital," said I, doing my utmost to seem calm and collected. 

"We know that already; what we want to hear is, what 
brought you here with her? It was n't Captain De Courcy's 
orders ? " 

" No, sir. I was told to hold her for him, and — and — " 

" And so you rode oflf with her, — out with it, it saves 
time, my lad. Now, let me ask you another question : 
Have you any notion of the crime you have just committed ? 
Do you know that it amounts to horse-stealing? And do 
you know what the penalty is for that offence?" 

" No, sir; I know neither one nor the other," said I, res- 



64 CUKPESK10N8 UF a>N CREOAN. 

the iiimre fts ft bolter, " try your nag over Itiftt nil yowlrr, 
— go Ixildly. l^t licr Iwvr ber h^ul, Kiid girf Iht m aliarj) 
cut u Hlif risea. Makf wsy thcrp, (rpnlldiifn ! l<ct tbr 
hoy liBvo lair pUy, »i«l 1 'U "■ftRer s flVf-iKtiiiiil mite he d<>iii 
it ! YtHi eiaiii bavt- ImU tlie utakt-H (•><>, if ynu win ! " whlnl 
Uv. Thetie wera iLo luiit wonU I lit-ftnl ; for tlic rroNil. 
cleBriiiK in front, o|M'iif«l for niv to ailvurxv. atH) witlioul a 
inouiftit'M bfiiitaliim uf any kiml, I daitlivil niy hceln to Itta* 
mare 'a daiika, and (lalloped forward. A loud about, aixl a 




|MTf.-.-t «h..w.T of whi|H ..„ It,.. in:ir.-, .,ii .r-. ■ fr-.in tl,.- l.v- 

•UlidiTH. |Mt all •(ili-Hti.m ..f |.iilljirj ii|. i- \ Mln r.n.li .-f 

|K»i.i).ilitv. In a inin-il.- irmr.- [ «!i- ;.l ih. « ill. ;.n.l. .rt- 
I wvll ki..-w. OV.T il. A f.-« -.-■•..ii.i- i.fi. r. 1'.. Mii.-ja.-krt 
wan U.f.i.|i' nil'. --Wi'll -I.^H' . mv I:.!' \.-,\.- i-:irn.Hl 
twentv uniiira- iM Hill it..- r:i.. ' \..:i\ Hi.' »:i\ :k )>it. an.l 

Irl vonr tiian- rh— ■■ Ii.t - I «U,-u -)..■ |. :.|-.." TLi^ 

wa/all I..- -ai.l; Lilt -mh "..r-U ..f . ■i.-..iir:i.-. r... nt n.-v.-r frU 
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mode of restoring to the path of duty one who might poa- 
eibly have only slightly deviated from the straight line. 

When morning came I was marched off, with a strong 
phalanx of other misdoers, to the College Street olhee, where 
a magistrate presided whose bitterest calumniators could 
never accuse of any undue leanings towards mercy. By him 
I had the satisfaction of hearing a great variety of small 
offences decided with a railroad rapidity, only interrupted 
now and then by a whining lamentation over the '* lenity of 
the legislature," that never awarded one tithe of the suitable 
penalty, and bewailing liis own inability to do more for the 
criminal than send him to prison for two months with hard 
labor, and harder diet to sweeten it. 

At last came my name ; and as I heard it shouted aloud, it 
almost choked me with a nervous fulness in the throat. I 
felt as though I was the greatest criminal in the universe, 
and that the whole vast assemblage had no other object or 
aim there than to see me arraigned for my offence. 

I was scarcely ordered to advance before I was desired to 
stand back again, the prosecutor. Captain De Courcy, not 
being in court. While a policeman was, therefore, d(\s|)jitched 
by the magistrate to request that he would have the kind- 
ness to appear, — for the captain was an honorable and an 
aide-de-camp, titles which tin* Hitting justice knew well how 
to respect, — other cases were called and disposed of. It 
was nigh three o'clock when a great bustle in the outer court 
and a tremendous falling back of the dense crowd, acccjm- 
panied by an ostentatious display of police zeal, heralded 
a group of officers, who, with jingling spurs and banging 
sabretaches, made their way to the bench, and took their 
seats beside the justice. Many were the courtesies inter- 
changed between the magistrate and the captain : one 
averring that the delay was not in the slightest degree incon- 
venient; the other professing the greatest deference for the 
rules of court ; neither bestowing a thought upon him most 
deeply concerned of all. 

A very brief narrative, delivered by the captain with a 
most military abruptness, detailed my offence ; and, although 
not exaggerated in the slightest degree, tlie occasional inter- 
mptions of the magistrate served very considerably to mag- 
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I little tuspect^d thmt I was, to use tlie cant no pofHilar at 
preiietit, ^'tlie rfprvsentative of a <iRRAT rRiKciri.s'* in uiy 
lato tfuccetiH. I t<M>k all Uie |>raiiMH» U^ittowiMl, nuMt liU^niUv. 
t4> myiielf, and i»h<M>k haiida with all tlii* dirty ami Uitt«*rt*«l 
mob, fully cHinvinced that I was a very fine fellow. 

** MiMter lk*utn;;li wantu to see tlie boy that Iwl bini ovrr 
the dit€*h/* Bhoiitttl out a hup', wi<le-rtlMHil<ienHl, r«*d-fa(v«l 
nilUan, an he Mliovi^tl the en>wd right ami left to make wny 
for the ap|>nMU*h of the gentleman who liad Just won tht* 
race. 

^* Stan<l up ImiwUI, avie! ** whiH|M*rt*d one in my ear, **aml 
don't l)e aj4lmnie<l to ax f<»r vour rt*wanl.'* 

* 

^' Say ten guineaii! " uiuttrnMl another. 

'• No ; hut twenty ! ** gn>HUHl out a thinl. 

** And ]at«liingH of drink iM^nideM, for the present c«»m* 
pany ! *' HUguet^tiHl a hig-heoiliMl cripple aliout two f<*<*t 
high. 

'•Are vou the hid tiiat to«»k the fen«H' U'fon* me?** rrw^i 
out a Hmart-l<M»kiii^, riMl-whinkenil young ni:in, with a white 
surt4»ut l«MiH4>lv thn>wn over hin ritltni; (*i»Ktunie. 

** \\*ri, nir,** I rrplit*^!, h:df niiMh^Htly and half asHUHMl. 

** Who an* vou. niv Imv, and Hh»*n* «i*i vi>u (N>m«" fn>m? " 

• • • • 

*'ll«'*i*oue of |l«*ttv ('oI>Ih'*h rhirkeUH ! *' Mh«»ut«*il i»nl nii 
olfl Kavage-f»i*<si )N>^gur-(nnu, in ho iaum terribly indignant 
at th«* gri'Ut iniHiiin-ctioii of publi<* Hyni|»athy ; **and a iihi- 
dutrh t!n*y :ir«* ! '* 

•' Whnt it* il to voii, Dan, wh«-n' th»* «T:ivtiiri' l*' t« Ir.^* 
bn*ad?*' n*joiin««| an oM i»«»WHViMid»T» i»h«», m :»11 liki ljh*»»l. 
had oti(*t* lH»«*n a p«rli»r U»ardrr iti th«* Ham** ••iinmarx. 

*• NrV«T mind '/»'«i. but an-^Htr ".» , tun la«l * " ••ai*! thf 
gentleman. ** If v«ni ftn* nillin-j t.t tak«* -«r\i«»-, and •":in 
find nnv «»ih* t<» r«'«N»n»ini'n«l \**n 

'* Siirr. w«- '11 all i:o liail f'*T lnrn ti any aTn«»iint ' " 
shout«-«l out th« litrlt « ri|»i»l»*«l f* ll«»w . ft*::. Ill-* ••U.wl;"and 
Certainlv » tn«»*t i,i\.iiih tMiT«»t "1 I rj jhT« i f:iii Tlir*>u;;h the 
crovi'l at th«- •»« tttiriH lit . 

•* MavU" \« tliUik I 'ni ii«»t :i li«»«i-» li'»llir.'* rfjt»i!i«sl the 
fellow, with a -jmi of aH^nrmd :iiiu'«r ; ** l«ut hav«« n't I my 
own r*u^ar ho,j*h«-.nd ti» livi' hi. an-l 'U'\\\ r^tvav** th«» t«Ml};er 
in tlie Ham*' pnMni***"* 
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ging shrewdness is anything but favorable to you in the 
unfortunate position in which you stand. I shall commit 
you for trial, and would advise you — it is the only piece of 
advice I '11 trouble you with — to charge some more skilful 
advocate with your defence, and not intrust it to the knavish 
flippancy of conceit and chicanery." 

*' 1 mean to have counsel, your worship," said I, reso- 
lutely ; for my blood was up, and I would have argued with 
the twelve judges. " I mean to have one of the first and 
most eminent at the bar for my defence. Mr. Mansergh, of 
Merrion Square, will not refuse my brief when he sees the 
fee I can offer him." 

A regular roar of laughter filled the court ; the impudence 
of my speech, and my thus intro<lucing the name of one of 
the very first men at the bar, as likely to concern himself 
for such a miserable case and object, was too much for any 
gravity ; and when the magistrate turned to comment upon 
my unparalleled assurance and impertinence to Captain De 
Courcy, he discovered that the honorable captain had left 
his place. 

Such was the fact! The dashing aide-de-camp was at 
that moment standing in earnest converse with myself 
beside the dock. 

" May I speak with this boy in another room, your wor- 
ship ? " said he, addressing the court. 

*' Certainly, Captain De Coui'cy ! Sergeant Biles, show 
Captain De Courcy into my robing-room." 

The honorable captain did not regain his composure 
immediately on finding himself alone with me ; on the con- 
trary, his agitation was such that he made two or three 
efforts before he could utter the few words with which he 
first addressed me. 

" What did you mean by saying that Mr. Mansergh would 
defend you? and what was the fee you alluded to?" were 
the words. 

'' Just what I said, sir," said I, with the steady assurance 
a confidence of victory gives. " I thought it was better to 
have able counsel ; and as I know I have the means of recom- 
pensing him, the opportunity was lucky." 

** You don't pretend that you could afford to engage one 
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olutrly; "Kill), if I iIh), it i)n««n't iiMttt-r imipli. Ah wi-II 
Ui livf H[H>ii |)riiw>n diot »» to ittarw in Iht' ittnt'lit '. " 

" Il<- '» a tHul 'un ; I told >■<• tint : " n-nwrkt-*! «mitlH-r of 
the jHilki'iiifii. " Ttikc liiin off, (tHiiieit! " kikI ki. kiiihl ■ 
v«ry (K-tirnil tiut itiiliiliiiHl murmur uf i>ity sml <ini>|iilt'inf 
frum tiM- (-rowil, I wut ilnit;^i-<l swBy oh uih- oiilr, wljilc tlw 
m»Tv w«it liil olT OH aii»(lii'r. 

It trtw a tcrrililf lumlilc down, from hfinti a h*'n> lo an 
eiiiltryo felon; from In-iii): clH-tTti] hy tW |H>]iula(v. to U- 
iiifl (■ollan-il liy a {lolitvHiiin ! Ax wo woii aloii); towanU 
IhiMin on a jituiiliii<;-car. 1 wuh r>-i!!il*-<l l>y iiiliTi-ntini! iiar- 
rativiit of otli'-rn who liml liiM;iiti life liki- uiywlf. and t^xk 
an al>ni]>t Wvi' i>( il in a miinni'r hy no menn-* !■"• dt-i-or-.n-. 
TIk- [••■•'iiliiirity of :iii,i>.loif Hlii'li V'''"""* <•■ ''"•'>> [irof.— 
aion w»» Hlronuly ni:irk<-<l in llit-xf olllivrM ot llit- law; un.| 
Ihcy a|i|H'Hrf<l to li:t\ I- ilndifl iIk- ibrk -idc of Iminati Mnliin- 
witii i-y>'-> l)i<- k>-<-M.-t itti.| ni<H.( MTiitiniKJn^. 

I wioli I (••■iiM I'Vi-ii now fori;<-( Itn- lotii: ami dn-nry lioiir- 

of tin- rii::))! 1h:il <■! ■<, »■• I Iny, with nonic lifty olJicri. in 

till- juil of till- Hl:iti'>ii'li <ii-i'. Till- iHimiuiny wan aMtiintlly 

not M-lt-ct r thrii niiiiiti.-rM nl iiU iiii]>rov<->l liy tlw i»-ar 

a|i]Toa<-li of t<nni-litii<-i>l. tt ■•■•-nK-l iir> if all tlif dif>i:niiM« 
of \i... «.r.- thrMwn oil nl ••>><■>: ;in<l tl<:il nii.|nity nt—l fi-rth 
in it- ••«» irui' :>ii>l u'liimiu \i\<T\. I <!•• n->i U-lii-vi- that 
tilt' iKnrl i-:iii •vir <'\|»ii.'ii<->' :i iiiOrr tthiH'k than witrn 
an iiiii|.<l.:>->l i'nrioii:il lii-l loio* hiiii-ir wi'lonm-al into tl»r 

•• M:i— r.r* " ■■( -iiill. I'.. \-,- . Lu ) h\ -.ic-li nrtwx-Ul*-. a- a 

r<'ll<>»l:.l-r.r. t.> I-' >. . .iwl ;>. .» f ill.- I.n>tl)r>-n into 

the unil'l •■( \t<-<: i- r>':ilh :ot :i»riil M.'H l.> oii,''i M-lf-t^lii-m 
and r.->|H.'t : t- f.-. I \..ni'-..-lf ;i...'iiL..i.-l with a .liptfaM- wIhw 

fatiil tiiiirk- :iT.' !■• -i <'i.|> \-<i lu.- U,i- or Itut. umb 

a phinLLHiiL' l-ri.-i ti.i.njh ih-' Ikmii. »Ii<~.- c.!.! thrill b 
M.-vir. in :. Iif.-|..i,.- :if-.iH:.-.l-. tti-.t-i-M V .railtrslMl. 

Thrr.' -li-.iiM 1. ^1 ., .1. ,i,:iti.- f-i ..i.|..|..| i-uilt. ■■ for 

MI-l-M-t.-l -il-.:!.. ; :>t, I !:„■ ti.-i. .l..>il.| ..f r. .titllcl.- ■h>wU 
not i'\tN». tiity imr.-l.ir ■). . i. ..tiir.' t" Un- •'linntiv of a U<r< 

riM-' .■.■iit.i-i..ii' I .1 t :i-!..i i.y ttii- to ««y thai 

piilil. ■». ii..t 111 th.- I...-!, (■it Tii\ .TiiiM- HboQtd 
lla^v .;:."i1..l m. «i-r, ri,. :,— .. i..t.', I.y wh(HB I ' 
riKiiHl<-<l. Nor «u- a iii;:tii in kui-Ii niiupftay tb» 
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muJc of r«etoritig to the path of duty one »i ■ —U-' i-.*- 
eiblv have only slightly deviattvl frc-ui 'Jk iTraLji: 1:::^. 

When morniDg came I was aiarvbr-i ■•?. vi'.^ i Trri.-::^ 
phalanx of other misdoers. to the Colli-^t S;ree: ■■±'.t, wLtt* 
a ina<;iiitrLite presided irboM' bittor«'?l «.-aI'i::;ui^:'.-r? i.~''mM 
Dever accuse of any undue k-anin^s ti.>wanls :!;vr'.-y. Hy iiiai 
I had the uatiafactioii of bearing a gn-at variviy •■; r-.iLu'd 
offences decided with a railroad rapidity, on'.y ititvrrui'tci 
now and then by a whiuio); laint'iitatiou nvt-r the " li-:iiiy of 
the legislature," that never awarded one lithe uf the suitable 
peualty, and bewailing Wa own iuability to ilo in<ire for the 
criuuDal than send him to priaou for two monlhd with hani 
labor, and harder diet to sweeten it. 

At last came my name ; and as I heard it shouted aloud, it 
almost choked me with a nervous fulness in the throat. I 
felt as though I was the greatest criminal iu the universe, 
and that the whole vast aBseinbla<:o had m> other object or 
aim there than to see me arrai>rned for my olTenee. 

[ was scarcely ordered to oilvance befort; I was desired to 
stand back again, the prosecutor, Captain De Courcy. not 
being Id court. While u ]>oliceiuan wao, t herefoi-e, despateiuHl 
by the magistrate to rufiuest that he would have the. kind* 
ness to apjiear, — for the captain wuh ilu liuiiorulile and au 
aide-de-camp, titles which tlii' willing justice knew well Imw 
to respect. — other cases were (called iind dispnstd of. It 
was nigh three o'clock when a great buslli' in the outer <^)nrt 
and a tremendous falling buck of the dense crowd, aec»m- 
panied by an oetentatioaH display of police zeal, heralded 
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nify its ^niilt, — hiioIi mn ** 1 Var tiiv ! n f:ivorit4* innn* -. a 
pun* Arab; a pn*rt4*iit fn>iii your nobU* f:ittii*r« l«4>nl I.ittU- 
mon>; iiifamouH tn»atim»iit ; alioniiiiaMi* mnv: ulimiil*iii«il 
y<Hiii^ M*i»uii4lrt*l ! *' uiid HO on ; rloHini: with tlir A(*<'ii-tiiiii«i| 
|M*n)nitioii of n*uri*t that, an hini'^iiii; wuh ii«iw <|mii«* aitay 
with, hi* fi*ar4ii that the rt*<*ori)«'i- (*oiil«i only awani tm* a 
traiiH|M)rtation f«»rlift*! 

** Haw you anything; to miy, Hirrah?" f4ai«l h«* at laf*t« 
turning towanlrt im* ; ** or woiiUl you nithrr n'MTv** \iHir 
olM4»r\'ati<»nK for aiiothor time? an I i«hall (vrtainly ciiiiitnit 
you for trial at th«* coitniiisHion.'* 

** I haw only to mi^^«*Ht«" naiil I, with an nir of nioftt in- 
0c>U*iit ooni|MM«urt*, ** that you an* |»rol»:tMy iiiiHtak«'n in yi*ur 
law. Thi* ofT«*ii<v with which I ^tand rhap/«*(l aiiiountH. nt 
liKMt. t4> th«* minor oii«* of hri'arh of tMi*«t." 

••What I haw wv ijot a hi»y«'r in thr dcK^k r " luiiil tin* 
mavriHtrat**, ri*(l(h*niii>: with fear an<l an;rt'r tiH!<'tlit*r. 

•* I hav«* I'njoynl rtonii* <»|i|Miitunitirr4 of h*t;al Htiitiy, \oiir 
worHhip.'* Miiil I. •* ami am happy U* •«lat«* that my i»pnii*»h 
in thf pri'tM'nt inntan<v will not ili-ri«ilit th«* aHH4Tti>*n. 
Tht' f*am* ntantlrt thun : I am rmpliiyc*! hy th«* Ilim*>raMr 
C^aptain IV (*oun*y ti» |N-rfiirm a paitiruhir <iiity. nhich i-* ••( 
tin* iliHtinrt natiin* i»f a tnnt ; that tiu-t, wtiitti* irn|Nitt;int • 
1 do not M'vk to cxtt^nuati* in lh«' •«li^hti-«t, I fail m. 1 \\\\\ 
not ph*aii Ihr rttri»n:^ tmiptalitm **f a rari* anil a 'jn :ii -j.. • • 
ia('l«*. I will not allfji-. a-* |M'rha{i<* 1 ini'jht, Uw «'\ i'lipl* ••( 
niv riMniiaiiitm**, th«-n ri'Villni;.' in ;ill tin- i^li a-^iit. - ..f !>n- 
<lav. I uilt HJintiK **:tv tti:i1 nti om |.t< t t-.m U- :fi in • i u* 
fav«tr tilt* -u«*)ii('iitii *»( a ni«-<lit:irii| •••M>«r\ . ait<l \U\*. rii\ 
(*«*ii<lii«'t. •«•• |>alpaM\ <i|Hii aii'l pnMh-. n ji •l- tin- !• i-t 

a.H-iiriipti<»n <*f tin* kiii<l, an*! at tin ut -t can • -TaMi<*h 

nolliiii;.' )n'\<i||41 %%hat I am ^illin.' t.i p!ia<l 'juiltv ti». :i 
hri-ai-li **{ tru-^t." 

•* I.i-tt II tit th«' \ti*«r!n\ -< ti n.-r.il ' \\\ tht- h*tki-\. it'* 
hini** If tl>.y*\f in i!.« -I.h i^ ' " *.ii.i ..ni . 

" I :iat *- till' rliap • .iii -jw*- lii. :n ri..ip!i r an«l vapM* * " 
Crifil ;iliii!lnT. 

•' Ni'.itn't !!i»ii'' Kt«t' -!.«'■•• i!i !li» itnirt*" ••ai«l thr 
JUf*ti«-i-. n-iw !• .i!.\ «:if'ii Wit.'i J..I--I. -ii. "I'll haVi* \i»n t«» 
know, Nirrati," -ai>l !>« . :fl<it« •>»imj uw, ** that yi»ur |N-ttifog« 
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A QITIET CHOP" AT 
' KILLEEN'S." ASD A 
GLANCE AT A NEW 
CHARACTEK. 

■ LOOKED very wistfully 
at my broail crown 
piece as it lay with its 
buueHt, platter (akx in 
the palm of my baod, ant) felt, by the stirring sensationB it 
excited withio me, some inklingB of hie feelings who poaaes- 
aes hondredB of thousands of them. Then there arose in 
my mind the grave question how it was to be spent; and 
such a strange connection is there between what economists 
call supply and demand, that, in place of being, as I 
esteemed myself a few minutes back, '* passing rich," I at 
ODCe perceived that I was exceeding poor, since to effect any 
important change in my condition, fiTe shillings was a 
most inadequate sum. It wonld not buy me more than a 
pair of shoes ; and what use in repairing the fotmdation 
of the edifice, when the roof was in niin? — not to speak of 
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like him. my l:i<rr"Miiil )u-. afTM-tiii;:. hut very |NN.t:\, .m 
iiir <•( cany ■■■■iii|Hii>iirt'. ** Wliut iimKI y<>ii ;;ivi- liiui : " 

•• \ iiotf. i>ir: Hii'l til(hiHit;li it ik-vit infioil fr^'in tli.' 
Bank •■ n-it witlioiil vnlix'! " 

Till- <-n[iliiiii In'i-» U-nilly iwlf; In- i)m>)<- ••»<- ^l<'|> t-<- 

wnnl- llu- •(••••r. uikI in ;> l<iw vnitv i>r ill-n-ntniiii.-l :it.j.-r 
mill. ■■ I 'II l<:>v.' y..ii M-iir.'l..-.l. Htiruh ! If Hiiythir.;: U ;...,j. 
iiiu I" lilt' f foiiii'l ii|Niii V'lu - " 

■■ N.. f.;.t. -It." *i.i.l r. i-.-.-.l!y; ■■ I Iwv,- l.ik. u \ 

railli-'li- :ii;;iiii-r tJi:iI : llir lixfr i- H-.it,- ! " 

111- lliii » liiiiL..'lt <n-'„ :i .li:>ir. :>u<l !*l:>r.-.l :kl i t. :i.)llv 

r-r x'-Ki.' t lit.-. «llli-.iil :> H<>r.|. I'h.-r.' we w.-n . . :« b 

M-iiiitiJti-i It tlnr. iiii'l tiiKiir'llv <-al<'ul:itiii<; )i>>« |.> win 

III.' ii: ■ «.' w.r.' i.|;.>m-. 

•• W.ll."' ^iii.| lir. :ii U-t; "»li»t iin- Vi'iir t.Tiii!*? Y.ki 
M'l- I i;ivr ill. " 

" Aii.l !-■ Im-I," •iii<l I ; ■• il 411V.-* time, I twk very littW 
from voiir li<>ii'>i'. ii>>lliir):: iii'.n-, in fiirt, lliaii (■> Imva- ttiui 
Hmr.'i- .li-iiii—a. I .|..t.'t rii.'^iii ■•> »i-ur riiifH uti my lif<-. 

ttli.| • -.It Hilh %;t;:;il-ri<l-. :ii>.l w> [ .lioHki- I.> l>av>- I'l <mi.| 

luTi'iifl. r tli..I 1 »;i- .i.r :>riiii-^Ti.-.| nr .i>iiitnillt«l f..r hb 

iitT.li.->' till. tlji.. ^ .t i.'ll tli.' jii-ti.'.- lliiil il mmn mhim 

I.I1111.I. r -.r iiii<T;ik.- ..I >'..ir ..i.i.'t- I., ni.-; •<>iii>- mtvitl<>iilMl 

nor Hilt II.. if iIi.'.\|>Iim:.i;..i, (,..», ;-u ' II1M •liMtr, 

I 'II 1>l:i.-.- til'' 11 11. \"ll h:<i..l nilliiii titiU »u iHiUr, awl Wfl 

II.-.-.! i..t.r -•- :uii>!.'>i.'-i< .-f . ... 1. .-Hi. 1." 

'■ Hut »Im- i- '■• — ■ ir- ■.U-- liiiii \i"t kf.'ji yiHir |ir<>niiiN> *• " 

••^■■1 ;-! I111-' I ■ -.111 I. i:..il.--iv: " lluvi- »» 

|.:>il I.- .Ml.. 

*■ Wli\ i.'T rt tiirii ii. ■". 1' ;'.! Tti.' |.--li>'i'iiinii. f>ir Ihi' tHitr, 
U-r-.T. I -|.-.i; I.- Ill- I'!-' 

■- [:i. I. »N'.i. I- .". I'.'.i : "I ... '-.^li.! i. •.inillnR. 

•■\:-i M, :> .'...: •.;:.«. >.\ .i..%, ■ ■ .tt.-! Ii.-. «i Um. a 
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Two or three waiters, in white aprons, were standing at the 
door, and showed little inclination to make way for me as I 
advanced. 

"Well," cried one, "who are you? Nobody sent for 
you." 

"Tramp, my smart fellow," said the other; "this an*t 
your shop." 

" Isn't this Killeen's? " said I, stoutly. 

" Just so," said the first, a little surprised at my coolness. 

"Well, then, a young gentleman from the college sent 
me to order dinner for him at once, and pay for it at the 
same time." 

"What will he have?" 

" Soup, and a steak, with a pint of port," said I ; just the 
kind of dinner I had often heard the old half-pay officers 
talking of at the door of the Club in Foster Place. 

" What hour did he say? " 

" This instant. He 's coming down; and as he starts by 
the mail at seven, he told me to have it on the table when he 



came." 



"All right; four-and-six," said the waiter, holding out 
his hand for the money. 

I gave him my crown piece; and as he fumbled for the 
sixpence I insinuated myself quietly into the hall. 

"There's your change, boy," said the waiter; "you 
need n't stop." 

" Will you be so good, sir," said I, "to write ' paid ' on 
a slip of paper for me, just to show the gentleman ? " 

" Of course," said he, taken possibly by the flattering 
civility of my address ; and he stepped into the bar, and soon 
reappeared with a small scrap of paper, with these words : 
" Dinner and a pint of port, 4.s*. 6c?. — paid." 

"I'm to wait for him here, sir," said I, most obse- 
quiously. 

" Very well, so you can," replied he, passing on to the 
coffee-room. 

I peeped through the glass door, and saw that in one of 
the little boxes into which the place was divided, a table was 
just spread, and a soup-tureen and a decanter placed on it. 

This," thought I, " is for me ; " for all the other boxes 
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were already occupied, and a great buzz of voices and 
clashing of plates and knives going on together. 

'^ Serve the steak, sir," said I, stepping into the room and 
addressing the head- waiter, who, with a curse to me to *' get 
out of that," passed on to order the dish ; while I, with an 
adroit flank movement, dived into the box, and, imitating 
some of the company, spread my napkin like a breastplate 
across me. By a great piece of fortune the stall was the 
darkest in the room, so that when seated in a corner, with 
an open newspaper before me, 1 could, for a time at least, 
hope to escape detection. 

''Anything else, sir?" cried a waiter, as he uncovered 
the soup, and deposited the dish of smoking beef-steak. 

''Nothing," responded I, with a voice of most imposing 
sternness, and manfully holding up the newspaper between 
us. 

The first three or four mouthfuls I ate with a faint heart ; 
the fear of discovery, exposure, and expulsion almost 
choked me. A glass of port rallied, a second one cheered, 
and a third emboldened me, and I proceeded to my steak in 
a spirit of true ease and enjoyment. The port was most 
insidious ; place it wherever I would on the table, it inva- 
riably stole over beside me, and, in spite of me, as it were, 
the decanter would stand at my elbow. I suppose it must be 
in reality a very gentlemanlike tipple ; the tone of sturdy 
self-reliance, the vigorous air of command, the sense of abso- 
lutism it inspires, smack of Toryism ; and as I sipped, I felt 
myself rising above the low prejudices I once indulged in 
against rank and wealth, and insensibly comprehending the 
beauty of that system which divides and classifies mankind. 

The very air of the place, the loud, overbearing talk, the 
haughty summons to the waiter, the imperious demand for 
this or that requisite of the table, all conspired to impress 
me with the pleasant sensation imparted to him who pos- 
sesses money. Among the various things called for on every 
side, I remarked that mustard seemed in the very highest 
request. Every one ate of it ; none seemed to have enough 
of it. There was a i>erpetual cry, " Mustard ! I say, wai- 
ter, bring me the mustard ; " while one very choleric old 
gentleman, in a drab surtout and a red nose, absolutely 
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my other ^nnviiUi* U) get into which, each inoming, by the 
same ti|MTtureti tut before, wai» a feat that might have |>uxxUh1 
a harUH|iiiii. 

I next lH»thougbt me nf giving an enti*rtainment t«» my 
bn*thn*n at IWttyV ; but, aft4*r all, tiiey ha4l nhown little 

Hvmiiathv with me in mv late miitfortune, ami iMH*ine«l rather 

• • • • 

pleaMt^l to Ih* rid <»f a ilangerouii pnifetMional rival. Ttiw, 
anil a lurking «leHire to leave the fraternity, (hH*iflt*tl ui«* 
again-t thin plan. 

Thti> rauie the thiMmht of entertaining myiM*lf, giving my- 
self a H|M*<*ii'H of nui^ratulatory dinner on my t*m*u|M*; an«l. 
in fact, rommefiionitiiii; tli«* «*vi*nt by anticifiating the ui«N«t 
faahioiiablf in<Ml«> now in unt*. 

I c*anvuHm><l tli«* notion with all the akill ami fairm^iui 1 
could HumniiUi, Hturtin*^ tin* variouM oliJecti(»Qii againnt it, 
ami tttiHWfriiii; thrm with what m*enuMl to mym*lf a iii*i««t 
Jmli<*ial impartiality. 

** Wlio d«K*rt a man urtualiv rntfrtain,** luiid I, ** l*ut hir* 
intimate fri«*ndM?" Th(H4f wh<ifi4* a;rre4*aliility if« ph-aninij !•• 
him, or whom* ac(|uaintan<v in vuhiable fnmi th«*ir -tathm 
ami intlufmv. Now, with Hhtuii luul I nurh an unr«*<«traint*«l 
and f*«»niial intvn'iiurHt* an inV'M'lf? WhiHM* fi<H*i«*tv n«-v«»r 
wearittl, who«M* c^impanliumhip alnayn iiit«*r*-«tiN| mi' Mv 
own! And win*, of all th«> |MT<«4»nH I had cvi-r in«-t uith. 
CiMMviviil n Min<vn* and hvarlf«'ll d«**»in« for in\ Wflfarr. i.r»*- 
ferriu',: it t.i all hIIhth? *'(*«»n ("n-iran. it i- vni.** -:ihl I. 
enthu-ianlirallv. ** In v«mi mv (N>tttidi'iir«- i-» i*<*miii1« t<- I 
heli«'v«* y«»u nirapabh' «»f <\rr fi»ri;«ttm'j ti»«'. <• .-n. . rl.t ii. i». 1 
let UH pltil::r nur fri»*fid-hi|» ••\i! a tl-wui.* U.vnI 

\Vh«'r«*, t«»«», wa-* I In- u*\* .I'mlit ' \\ i''i :i • •..«•. • . -:■• •. 1. 
I waM ll«»t i»«»inil t«» d»*"»«*ff»d t«i ••••rill- ••M*'tt trrijM :itt -li :i .»i: rii; 
Coalhravvn*. ni-Wi*\i'nd«T-*. and iriil'ill;i 'i:iwkir«« Wn* h'W 
waM I t«» ;i»in a«*i*f»«« !<• a )n t!« r -« ! i*«» .•'•lpi:ir \ . tli:i! w a** 
theilittiriillv. wh«i w.iiiM :i.l'- ;r ! . -•'.•!;•. n.» n. ' i- • tj- 
into fVt-ii A liri«'f iiitiiiiai'N wi**- !.•- •..!\.' f ••^•.:^l..| ^|.. -.•.*• 
AihI it wa«< pfri'Wilv l«» an • r.t. •* x-.u , ■ • • .« - i, !i % ^. .i|. n- a 
g«MMl lavrrn (*«»uid ••UppU th:i» I i-!i-.'l 1* w:i- T.'t**! ':.\ 
own f«*«'lin'^«* iindtT a twn -tnu! «■.» . "j-t i«» 1 1j;i\.- 'fttti 
ainc«* ■'••♦■ti ■jravi- j»»-«»|tlr i'\|Hr I'll* • t mi-'Ii tlii-ni«»i \.«« witti 
laugh in;; 'ga^* and ma^'nvtii«in ati-l tti* fiini<-* of itliir 
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•■ Serr* ffiiE s-.£A£.. sir." *Ai.i 1. n:!-.'-,;"^ v.-.!,« ::;,• ivsv.h 

■ ■a: vf icai." p4S*e»i ou :o v>:\u')- ;hi->lis^i; «!n!<' I, «»l 
a-in^tt dank 3K>Ti-:nent. •.livi\) mi<> ilio !v>\, itn.l, iuiit:i 
i-nna >>f the c<jmpAiiy. !t[>ri-:t>l iiiv ii:i|<kui hki> :i l>vi<ii->i| 
xnm me. By a srreat [lirtv nf foitiiiK- lln' ^liill mii 
darkest in tlie nxim. ea tliut wlx'ti si-uti'il in 11 •'•hiiki, 
SD »p>-ii ui-n-s])aper tiefuri' me, I i-<>ii1<l. I'm' 11 hiii« iil U 
hope tu esuape tletectiuii. 

".Anything vUv, air? " vrM u unilvr, im li» iiiu'kv 
the uoup, and depoaitod ttie dwh or Hrmikiii;^ ln'iT hIkiiIi 

■■Xotiiing," responded 1, witli 11 vni >r iiinxl. Iiii|mi 

stem nces, and manfully lioldin^ up ilur iiiwupiiiKi liiit 
us. 



The first three or four tii'Hithfiih 1 » 
the fear of di)H.i>%'4;ry. •■\\^i-f>ii-. :■ 
choked me. A iiluurt of [i>irt ru\'.t'-t. u 
and a third eml«.id.ii..-i m,.-, i.;,-! I ;, v 
a spirit of trut- ea-^ at.'i ■:?,'. ;.■;.■ . 
iiuidious; pla'>: it ■K-i^r---^.- i >■ , , 
riablv stole ov.',- ■•--!.;;■ ■,-,- 1 .-. 
Ihedt:"?ant*r w'Ajli i-^v. i- , - ,-.•■ 
in realitv a vr-v j--.-.-.,n . .j- 
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Bet^mtsl liiirHtin^ with indipintion ait \w tuikl, ** Y«>u ilon t 
cz|MM*t iiH' to cut a Ht4*»k wiihotit iiiiiKtnnl, nirr *' — a n*)iiiki- 
at whii'li tilt* waitor i:r«*w :irtiially |Kir|il«*. 

Now, tliiH wari tli«* wry iliiti^ I litul iiiym^lf Ihtii tloini;. 
a(*tii:iUy «':itiii^ ** u Kti*:ik without iiiUHt:inl ! " \\ imt :i im-t- 
takf. and fur one wlm lH'li<-v«Ni ltiiiirM*lf to \h' in «'v«*ry i«'f«|ii-«i 
iNHifoniiiir.! ti» tlu* rliiiir«'<4t iiHHir,.^ of tiii;|i lif«' ! Wliut m;ii« 
to )h' «l4»iiry 'VUv f«1t*:ik hail 4lif«:i|»|N*:ii-«Ml ; nn iiiHtt«T, it m;i«« 
iit*v«T tiMi htt«' to It-am. ami km I frit- 1 «»iii, ■* Waiter, tin- 
muHtanI hrn* ! " in a vuiii* that »lin**Ht «-l«M'tritii'«l tht* mhnh- 

1 hail Hranviv f*i»n<'«'al«ii iiivK«*If U'lirath inv fiirtaiii. 

• » • 

*'Thi' TiinrH," — uhi'ii tin* iiiii!«tanl was »•••! iliwii U«forf uh . 
with a hmiiM«' a|Mi|ii'j\ fi»r fMr:^«-tfuhi«-«-. I uaitftl ti.! u* 
withiln'H. ainl th* n ii«lpiii-^ iii\**«-lf !•» thf iinkii«»Mii i|i-li< .h-v. 

pHK^^Milnl !•• r;ll It. ;i«» lh»' |>lil:t?*<- I-. *' Ii«-:it. " lit lll\ i:»Ji t- 
n«*Hrt« I HnalJiiMi-l tvi«> iir thii'i* in«Mitli{iiU lH-f«iii- I f« It it- 
i'fT«*<*lrt : aii«l Ihi-n a -«fi<«atiii!i «•! iMitniirj :iitt| «'h><kiiij 
M*i/«*«i ll|M*ll Till*. Mv ttillL'llt* •••■••lllf'l til *^\\%'\\ til tllllri It- 
ptixi- ; !n\ «-M'- fi-lt a«« if ttii-v wi*iilt| •lr<»ii«tut ^'f iii\ titu'l . 
mhili- a tiiijlihi: **t-ti«a(ii>ii. likf **fr\inu'." m ni\ iii»'»triU. 
ftltii«»«»t «l?ii\ I- nil- mail; •*«» th:*t afl«*r lliii'i" ••! f"Hr ••i-ntiiil- itf 
i*iU'nt a:^'Hi\. ilmiti:; whirh I i'\|H?iirHi''l :il"'iit t«ii m:i'- ■•* 
tortiirr. iinaMi* tii rinliin* iiimh-. I •«i-ri :iimi •! ••n' ?h:»t •• 1 «.i-. 
|iiii**i»iif<|." atitl. witti H ii|fii|Mii tiMMitli :iii') -t.i'pi; i\«-. t :ii 
ilitwii tl;i I < ■tTi»'-i"«»rn. 

N«^' • w:i* H. .-ti ••III li :iii i||i».t:ii * || i 1 i i i!i • «'. •• i 

wIM-In ;i-* liii |i;i Jil |i :i|>;m :iiiil I'l.-ii.' * • « n-i- \. * : • 
f*i»||««Ti'r Ti I* !■ ••! f«ii|!| ••<-:iiii lit- ■.•it.i't" 1 ' .'i 
laili^hti r I'll . \»» : .I'l ii.- 'ii.fi' '•. Ti-. i 
IIIihhU ■■f I !';■<-.•■ w : I- ■ 1 1 -i -i!* I '..v I" •■■.-; ■. 
felhi^i ■' IT'W ■!■ I !i' •.':!■ W r I* ' ■ . ' ' ••. 

What "•• til. '(.I'^.r uiM, V •. ■ . - i- -. 

ilillh'illtii- !!.. I. il * . ■- • ' • ••■ • • i' "!'l, 

!»V a "•lN'i-«l\ • \'- 1 •■ ■ * .■..'••■ 1 ■ \ ; I- «*: •ii 

" ( ii t :i {■ . ;■ ■ ii I' . r. - . : ■ ■ ■ ' < :■• \* i* i ■ 'M.- 

mail' I ; aipl ■ Im ■ ■• ii» • \' - . . t i. . .■; i #•(■■. ••• h. },» :irt| \>\ 

nw. 

•• \Vh:»t til* ihxil thr* w ! :i. :i:i»"!i..'''t ;- • -.Uil :i ti ««ty- 
IcMikiriL' man m -.'rti-ti "tiN • taili «. 
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'* I came to dine, sir," said I ; '' to have my steak and my 
pint of wine, as I hoped, in comfort, and as one might have 
it in a respectable tavern." 

A jolly burst of laughter stopped me, and I was obliged 
to wait for its subsidence to continue. 

'* Well, sir ! I paid for my dinner — " 

*' Is that true, Sam?" said a shrewd-looking man to the 
waiter. 

''Quite true, sir! he paid four-and-sixpence, saying that 
the dinner was for a College gentleman." 

'' I have been in College," said I, coolly ; *' but no matter, 
the thing is simple enough : I am here in a house of public 
entertainment, the proprietors of which have accepted my 
money for a specific purpose ; and putting aside the question 
whether they can refuse admission to any well-conducted 
individual (see Barnes versus MacTivell, in the 8th volume 
Term Reports ; and Ilobbes against Blinkerton, Soaker, and 
others, in the Appendix), I contend that my presence here 
is founded \x\k>i\ contract." 

Another and still louder roar of mirth again stopped me, 
and before I could resume, the company had gathered round 
me, in evident delight at my legal knowledge ; and in par- 
ticular, he of the spectacles, who was a well-known attorney 
of the Court of Conscience. 

'' That fellow *s a gem ! " said he. *' Hang me if he 's not 
equal to Hleateni I Sam, take care what you do ; he 's the 
chap to have his action against you ! I say, my man, come 
and sit down here, and let us have a little chat together." 

**Most willingly, sir," responded I. ''Waiter, bring my 
wine over to this table." This was the signal for another 
shout, of which I did not deign to take the slightest notice. 

*' I '11 wager a hundred oysters," exclaimed one of the 
party, among whom I now seated myself, " that I have seen 
him before! Tell me, my lad, didn't you ride over the 
course yesterday, and cut out the work for Mr. Beatagh? " 

I bowed an assent. " Who the devil is he? " cried two or 
three together; and my appearance and manner did not 
check the audible expression of this sentiment. 

*'A few words will suffice, gentlemen," said I, *'on that 
head. My father was an estated gentleman, of small, but 

TOL. I. — 6 
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anincambered fortune, wbich he lout liy an onfortunmto 
■pecuUtion ; he accordingly went abroail — '* 

^^To Norfolk Inland ! " iiuggt*iiteil one. witli a wink. 

*' Kxactly,** rt»H|Kin<kHl I, *' a Colonial appointment; leav- 
ing nie, like Norval, not exactly on the (trampian IlilU, Injt 
in a wonM* placv, in the mid<lle of the lN>g «>f Allen ; my H4»U» 
de|K*n<li*iic*«' \h''ui)1 in <N*rtain legal HtiidieA I luul onctr niadt*. 
and a natiirul tai4t«' for gi*tting forwanl in life; which, with a 
motit enthiiHiarttir appriNMati«m of gtMNl c*«im|Miny/' — tM*n* I 
bowt^l |M>Iit«*Iy all roiiiKl, — ** arts I flatter uiym*lf, my rhiff 
charaet«*riHtic*«." 

After a little, but niont (;(MNl-liijniortHl, (|uixzing aliout my 
present (Hvu|mtion and futun* |»ioH|H»<*tii« th4*v, with far mon* 
polit4*m*ftrt than might U* 4>x|HM*t4*4l, turn«*4l Uiv <Niiivi*niati«»n 
U|ion other mattiTH, and kindly |N*riiiitt4Nl m«' to thn>w in 
from tinii* to titiit* tnv o)>tM*rv:iti<»iirt, — rt^markrt whirh I c^ndd 
see, from tli4*ir nowlty, at li'Hrtt. iM^emtnl t>ft«*n to nuqirim* 
them. 

At l4*ngth tUv hour of H4*parating arnv4N|. and I arom* to 
bid tin* <*oni|mny g(KMl*iii;rfit, whi<*h I |>4*rforin4H| with a V4*rv 
fair iniitati«»n of that t|ni4't 4*aM* I had oft4*n rttu<li4M| in tht* 
joung guanltini4*ti aUHit town. 

^* What do Vol] U»t that li«* han n4*ith4*r hoUM' to f«h4>lti*r 
him, nor InhI to nl(*«>|» on, thirt night? " wliii4|M*nMl on4* to lii« 
DeighlM>r. 

** What ar** yoij writiii;: tlirn*, Cox? ** nnid ariotluT. t«» th** 
keen-fVt'd rnan. who h:i- )MtH*iIlni:^ «*4»fii«.i|iinL' •»!» :i r:inl. 

** TlhTr, tliat 'h fiiy iiddf «•■♦-. my \**>\\ \J, stat!..nl str»« I 
Jer4'tiiia)i Cox. Coin** to iin' :iU»ut t«ii ti»-fii«»rT.i\* ." 

.Viioth4*r, whilr Uv hii.h H|H*:ikiiiir. »ii:i'l«- :in • !T«»rt t«»-liji i 
half-erown into rny hand, :i n»« ri-iirt- I fi-lt ii U-ronmi;: •• 
d«H*lin4* with a |»n»inpt, l«iit oniri,-..ii... r» fu-» il. Indr**.!. I h:id 
a4» id4*ntifli*<l mv^^lf with tht- |«:irt I ^iin |h! f . .f inin;; that I 
flun^ flown tnv •mh •«i\|Mtir«- on th« (a^>!« f*' rh** %%:tit« r. 
an4l, with a l:i-t •*:iliitati>>ii to tht- h<iii.>r:iMi i.>- ; lifiv . w rilk* •! 
out. I havi* a |MTfi*«t tiMin»?\ ••( >\*'\ » i'«iii,-.t.inff **f iho 
ev4»ning, and I nfN»lh'«t th.it fij\ "^^ :i;;^'i r m»j v\it \s.it% ai4 fn*<« 
fn»m anv »MfnMan<N' of i. .ini mi •• ••ar«- :i-» t!j..u;:h a rarriaiji* 
wait«'d for inr outbid** ti» < '.ii\ I \ ni« ti» :i hixur i •-!•* h<*tnt' * 

It tia«4 oft4'n \h'^'U a fanrN <>f innic throiij:i iifi* t«» pa^^ 
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the entire of a summer night out of door ;- to wander either 
throQgh the moonlit roads of some picturesque country, or 
in the still more solitary streets of a great city. I have 
always felt on these occasions as though one were ^^ stealing 
a march " upon the sleeping world, — gaining so many more 
hours of thought and reflection, which the busy couflict of 
life renders so often difficult. 

The hours of the night seem to typify so many stages of 
existence, — only reversing the natural order of age, and 
making the period of deep i-eflectiou precede the era of san- 
guine hope; for if the solemn closing in of the darkness 
suggests musing, so do the rosy tiuts and fresh air of break- 
ing day inspire the warm hopefulness of youth. It ^* the 
daylight sinking " invites the secret communing of the heart, 
^^the dawning of mom" glows with energetic purpose and 
bold endeavor. 

To come back to myself. I left the tavern without a 
thought whither I should turn my steps. It was a calm 
night, with a starry sky and a mUd, genial air, so that to 
pass the hours until morning without shelter was no great 
privation. One only resolve I had formed, — never to go 
back to Betty's. I felt that I had sojourned over long in 
such companionship ; it was now time some other, and more 
upward, path should open l)efore me. 

Following the course of the Liffey, I soon reached the 
quay called the North Wall, and at last arrived at the bluff 
extremity which looks out upon the opening of the river 
into the Bay of Dublin. The great expanse was in deep 
shadow, but so calm the sea that the two li^hthousos were 
reflected in long columns of light in the tranquil water. The 
only sound audible was the low, monotonous plash of the 
sea against the wall, or the grating noise of a chain cable, 
as the vessel it held surged slowly with the tide. The 
sounds had something plaintive in them, that soon imparted 
a tone of sadness to my mind ; but it was a melancholy not 
unpleasing; and I sat down upon a nide block of stone, 
weaving strange fancies of myself and my future. 

As I sat thus, my ear, grown more acute by habit, detected 
the light clank of a chain, and soniethin*; like a low thump- 
ing sound in the water iHMieath me; and on |M'crin<; down, I 
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dl0Cover(Hl the form of a small boat, faiiU*iKHl to a riii^ in 
the wall, and which from time to time* ^ratiMl agaiimt tht* 
strong masonry. Tht*re it lay, with a pair of light oars run 
under Uie thwart^*, and its helm flapping to and fn>, in«*rt 
ami purp<ifH*l«*8i4, lik«* iiiy»H*lf ! So at least I fan(*i(Ml it; and 
soon lH*gan c*<»iuviviiiv; a ntrange fiarallel lH*twi*en it ami m«*. 
1 wttH HiiddtMiIy Hturtltsl fniin th«*m* musings by the wnintl of 
fet*t mpidly iipproarhitig. 

I liMt4*iu'il, and <HMjld lirur a man iNmiing towanis me at 
full H|MH*4l. 1 Hat down iK'nvath thi* nhadow of tho wall, and 
he pasmsl nii* uiinoti(t*<l, aii<l then, r«prin^ing up on th«* para- 
pet, he gave a loud, *«firill wliiHtlr, waititi«4 a fi*w ii4M*«»n«U ah 
if for the rrply. IK* wa.n ^ilmt, and thi'n n*|M'at4*<l it ; )>ijt ntill 
in vain, — no aimwt'r rainr. •* Hlant th«'ni ! " niiittrnMl hv. 
** tht* H<*oun<lrt*lK will not show a light! '* A third titno di^l 
he whitith* ; but th^Miixli tin* H4»ntids nii^ht In* h«»anl a itiiU* ofT. 
neither siglit nor m»ini«l fvrr n*H|M»iid(M| to th«*m. ** And that 
rascal, t4M), to hav«* li*ft thi* Inrnt at hucIi a nioniont ! '* .lii<«t 
as he uttcn^l tli«*rM* wordh. Ik* Hprang down from th<* wall. 
aiMl caught Might of ni«*, a.n I lay« afTi*<*tiiig nUvp, (N»iUHl up 
beneath it. 

W ith a nidi* ki<*k of hin f<M»t on my nid** Ih* anMiMnl uk*. 
saying, *• I> n tin* frllow ! i** tliis :i tiim- for Hlfopinu'r I 
t«»ld you to kiM'p a Hhaq> ltM»k-oiit for tn<* lien-! Wliat ! who 
are you? '* rri«*<l In*, an I ^t^Mwl upriLiht In-forr him. 

** A |H»or l»«»y, nir, that lia** no i.».»f \,, h|i, |i«f hirii." •»a»d 
I, (>laititi\rly. 

Il«* )N*nt hi*« lifad and Ii-t«'ii(sl ; !iii*l th«'ii. witti :t hofiiM*- 
CUnM*, r\('l:iim«*d. •• |I«r»* tli«v ar»- ! hrrr thi'V **omr ! ( .-tii 
V<HJ pull an ♦»ar, mv l:i<l ' " 

'* I ran ••if ." :inHWrr«-«| |. 

*' VVfll, jijfiip d«»wii iiit.» thi* piin! th«ii-. nml niw h»T n>iiiid 
the p«»ifit to th«* •»tair •». H«- «jiiM k ' 'l-'X^n witli n-hi' | haxt* 
CQtmv hand, and r.i'iii"* h« I:> \>>\i. I :it ■. . i:ri: - i* mv lad * 
catch th«* rifu' . -wnu \"j'-«l! a liitii »ii ••«• ••• t'n- n^hl ; 
her gUnwaU* i"% jilnt U n. aMi \.»;it f-»t . all rijlil ih»v% ' Will 
don«* ! IW alivr ii.»w ' .ri\.- \*ay. ::in«- ua\ * Vn.| thiii« ••ii- 

couraginv; m<*. hi- waU. I al.Mij tin- j.af.ij'*-! aUivi* iiu\ aii*l 
in a fi*w mitnit«'** •*t<i**>l ^ri^t. calliii:^ out, )>iit in a lowrr ari«l 
llK»rf rautiout \t»n-f. •• I i.«t»- ' rlom- in, umw a htronj; pull — 
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that '8 it ! " and then, hastflv desc^ndins a narrow ttisht of 
steps, he sprang into the boat« and seated himself in the 
stem. **IIosh! be still! ** cried he: "*do not stir! they'll 
never see us under the shadow of the wall ! ^ 

As he spoke, two dark figures mounted the waU, straight 
above our heads, and stood for some src^^nds as it were 
peering into the distance. 

"" I ''U swear I saw him take this way.** cried one. in a deep 
low voice. 

^* If he were the Devil himself, he could not escape as 
here/* said the other, with an accent of vindictive passion. 

*'*' And he is the Devil.*' said the former speaker. 

^^ Pooh, nonsense, man ! aov fellow who can win at dice, 
or has a steady finger with a pistoU is a marvel for joo. 
Chirses on him! he has given us the slip somehow." 

*' I *d not wonder. Harry, if he has taken the water; he 
swims like a duck ! *' 

^^ He could not have sprung from a height like that with- 
out a plash^ and we were close enough upon his heels to 
hear it; flash off some powder in a piece of paper: it is 
dark as pitch here.'* 

While the men above were preparing their light, I heaid a 
slight stir in the stem of the boat. I turned my head, and 
saw my companion coolly fitting a cap on his pistol ; he was 
doing it with difficulty, *is he was obliged to hold the pistol 
between his knees, while he adjusted the cap with his left 
hand; the right hand he carried in the breast of his coat. 
Nothing could be more calm and collecteil than his every 
movement, up to the instant when, having cocked the 
weapon, he lay back in the boat, so as to have a full stare 
at the two dark figui-es above us. 

At last, the fuse was ready, and, being lighted, it was held 
for a few seconds in the hand, and then thrown into the air. 
The red and lurid glare flashed full upon two savage-looking 
faces, straight above our heads, and for an instant showed 
their figures with all the distinctness of noonday. I saw 
them both, as if by a common impulse, lean over the parapet 
and peer down into the dark water below, and I could have 
almost Bwora that we were discovered ; my companion evi- 
dently thought so too, for he raised his pistol steadil}*, and 
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took a loDg and careful aim. What a moment wai4 Uiat fi»r 
DM, ezpt*i*tiiig at every iimtant U> hear the report, aiKl then 
the heavy fall of Uie deail man into the water ! My throat waii 
full to bumtin^. The hit of burning |>a|H*r of the fum* luui 
fallen on my i*«>m|mnion'rt piMtol-hiind ; but though it mujit 
have mH>r(*h«*4l him« he never rttirrt^l, nor even bruHhiMl it o(T. 
1 thougtit that by iU faint dicker, hIh4», we might have Ummi 
seen. Hut no, it wan plain they liatl not |H*r(*t*ive«l uti; An«l 
it waa with a delight I cannot demTiU' that I naw (me anti 
then the other deiM*end fn>m the wall, while I heani tlie 
worda, *^ There *« the ot^ctrnd time alM>v«* tlve humlrtMl |»oundti 
haa ulipiMHl from uh. 1> — n the fellow! but if I hang for 
him, I 11 do it vet ! " 

*^ Well, y<Hj 've M|M>iU*<l hii* hand for hazard for a while. 
aoyhow, Ilarr}' ! " naid tiie other. ** I think you muitt havi* 
taken hirt tlngem clean ofT ! " 

^^The knife wa<« like a razor,** replitnl the other, with a 
laugh; '* but he iitruck it 4»ut of my hand with a blow alMivr 
the wrint ; aiMl, I can tell you. I M uh mnm get the kick of a 
bonk* aK a Mhort ntroke of thr Hutuf rloH4*4l flnt.'* 

Thev c<mtinui"<l ti» convrrm' an tlit-v tnovcil awav, but tli«ir 

• • • 

wordii onlv reai'lii^l me in broken, iiiM*«inn('<*t4*4l H4Mitrii(H*fi. 
Prom all I c«»uld glran, howrvtr. I hu- m (Mimpany with t»ti«* 
of enoruuHm |H*rH4>nal Htn*ngth and a m<H.t nrkle**** intn- 
pidity. At la^t. all whh «ttill; ti<>t :i hhiuhI to U* lii:tt«l 
on any r*iflf: ntid mv <*«>mt»:itii«)n. I< cmitfj foruani. -:ii>i. 
*• Com*', my lad, piill m«- •mt a ^h^'tt •li-^lanrr int«» iIh •••! 
ing ; i»«* nhall H<»<»fi twv :i li-jht !•• 'juhb- u-^ ' 

In ralm. ntill wat«'r I r..ul.| \>*\\ \s*\\. I li:».| Uwii >M.:it- 
boy to the |»fi»'»«l at all lii«» antHMni linliin-j «\i nr-i*-!-. .iii 
till* WrHtmeath l:ik«'H. •mi tfial I a.'|mtf..| in\-*ir rr. .li:a''l\ , 
org***! on, I aili fr«'«' to r«»fjf,.»^. |.\ i \, -s j.r«»f. nnj.l l,ar of 
th** l:iru«* IliXure nho l«H.fii,«l -.i min •»*. r i..i|-l\ ni ?}»«• ••tiTn. 
K«»r a tifiM* Wf |»r«H-, «m|,-.| i-, .1, , p ^.;, t,. , . w . ;, :i! i;ist hr 
aaki. "What vr-H4-l il.i \..'i ».. ;..fi_' i... i«.\ 

** I wan in v«'r at im a. -ir. " '• ;.l 1 I. 

** Not a Hailor ! Il'»w r..|i. ^ •.;, th* n, vu r:in mw i»o 

II?- 

*' 1 learntnl to n»w in fri-?*li wat«'r. *^\r." 

•* What are yini' Ifow raiii«> v«»ii to U* here to-night?** 
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^*- By merest chance, sir. I had uo money to pay for ft 
bed. I have neither home nor friends. I have lived, by 
holding horses, and running errands, in the streets." 

^*- Picking pockets occasionally, I suppose, too, when 
r^ular business was dull ! " 

*' Never ! " said I, indignantly. 

^^ Don't be shocked, my fine fellow," said he, jeeringly; 
^^ better men than ever you 'U be have done a little that way. 
I have made some lighter this evening myself, for the matter 
of that ! " 

This confession, if very frank, was not very reassuring; 
and so I made no answer, but rowed away with all my 
might. 

*'*' Well I " said he, after a pause, ^^ luck has befriended me 
twice to-night ; and sending you to sleep under that wall was 
not the worst turn of the two. Ship your oars there, boy, 
and let us see if you are as handy a surgeon as you are a 
sailor ! Try and bind up these wounded fingers of mine, for 
they begin to smart with the cold night air." 

** Wait an instant," cried he ; ''we are safe now, so yoa 
may light this lantern ; " and he took from his pocket a small 
and most elegantly fashioned lantern, which he immediately 
lighted. 

I own it was with a most intense curiosity I waited for the 
light to scan the features of my singular companion ; nor was 
my satisfaction inconsiderable when, instead of the terrific- 
looking fellow - half bravo, half pirate — I exi>ectod, 1 per- 
ceived before me a man of apparently thirty-ont? or two, with 
large but handsome features and (gentlemanly ap(M;arance. 
He had an immense beard and moustache, which unit<tfl at 
either side of the mouth ; but this, ferocious cniou^h to one 
unaccustomed to it, could not take off the quiet regularity 
and good-humor of his manly features, lie wr>re a large- 
brimmed slouched felt hat that shafhrd his bniws, and he 
seemed to be dresse<l with some care, lieneath the rough 
exterior of a common pilot-coat. — at least, he wore silk st'x:k- 
ings and shoes, as if in eveuing-<iress. Tlies<* particulars I 
had time to note, while he unwound from his crippled hand 
the strips of a silk handkerchief which, stiffened and clotted 
with blood, bespoke a deep and severe wound. 
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If the (>|M*ratioii were often |)aiiiful even to torture, he 
never winnil, «>r |M*riiiitt4*4l the iiU^fiteHt expreiiiiioii of iiuffer* 
ing ^> ertca|H* him. At lant the iiiuln*Hi4iii}^ wati CH>iii|)let«*<|, 
and a fearful pi^h a|>|M*ar(il, (k*|>arating tlie ftmr tiugom 
ahnoHt entirt*lv from th«* hand. Tlie ktH>nnetiM of the rut 
Hhowinl that ttit* wvu|M>n muHt have lMH*n« a.** the fellow 
averrtnl, nfiarp an a razor. lVrha|M the cHipiouH loaa of hl«Miil 
ha<l exhauHt4Ml tfio vi*HH4*Iii, or the t4*urtiou of th«* )>antla}{e hail 
eloiMMl them ; for then* wax little hleiHliii^, auil I iMM>n hu4^ 
cee(l<*<|, witfi the aid of hin (Tavat, in making a tolorahle 
ilreftf«iti^ of the wound, and t)y tilling up the palm of tho 
band an 1 had on<v m*vu done hy a (*ountry Hurgi^m in a 
aoniewliat nimilar ram*. Tht* |>ain w:ui rtdtevi*<l hy tlie gentle 
■up|M>rt afTordinl. 

*' Why* you an* a moHt aeeompliHluNl vagrant! ** aakl be, 
laughing, an he watrhinl tin* artist ie nte|Ni of my pnicetHling. 
•*\Vhat*H y«»iir nam«*? — I nu*an, what dt> you go hy at 
prt*Hi*nt? for of (smrru* a f(*Il<»w like you bae a m>tTv of 
alia44>H.*' 

** 1 have \uu\ only oni* name up to thin/* aakl I, — *' C*oo 
Cretran." 

'•(*<m (Veuan! nhaqi anti Hlir»»wii enouizh it rMNJiiiln Um' *• 
aaid he. ** And wliat lint* of life do yoii ni«':in to follow, Maa- 
ter Con? for 1 HUn(HM*t you havo not Imvu without ii4»rue 
a|MH*ulationH on tfu* 7«uhjt*4't.'* 

** I liuvi* tliou::ht of vatioim thinir*«, ^jr ; hut fi«»%% i« a 
|M>or Iniv lik«* ni«* to i»i't :i rhnniM*? I fi«-l ii** if I cnmiM |»i«"k 
up a littlt* <»f m«»f«t tt;i'iin; but I h:i\«' till tn«>nrv, t)<>r .uiv 
friend**." 

** .MofHV - frit'inN ! " cxrhiifniMl hi*, with :i l»ur»*t of hii*. r- 
neHfi <piili' unlik«* hi** pri \ ion** f:ir«l»'«'* liii'ii«»r. *• Will, viv 
g«MMl frljtiw, I had l»'«th oii«* nrid th<' mIIi* r. in<>rf th.in 
m<Nit |M'o|il»' :ir«' HupiMtHiMl til h:i\«- tif ♦itli. J ; hipI «|i:it h.nv«» 
they hr«Mi::lit rn*- t«».'" If.- luM nt* h- Mt.ii'md :iiid M--*!- 
rli»tt«*d h:iiid a** Uv •»|Milvr !lii^ with :i v^iiiMrihi^ "^'orn in *'\itt 
ae^vnt. 

•* N". inv Uiy ; trust .ti,, uh" kfi-'W-* -,nn» thini; of lift*, — 
thf hjliti r \'»ti start, tin- « a-i. : n.'U* I'lirrn \ ' ||«* that M^tB 
hiH !i«-:irt Mil It. <-:iii always rnak«- 'ii tin v : and frit^nd^. aa tbejf 
art" t-alNil l»y r. lurtt'sy, art* stiil iu>nv f:i.sily an|uire«l.*' 
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TliiB waa the fast aim! I bad «va- neari »aT ■»* a|imk of 

the game of life ^ saua -. aoii I •naat>c laj waal iau^ae 
pleaAOie ibe cheokf uC^pfeil mi*. I &:n r>:r^i£n I aeTur ±topfi«d 
to consider wlketbief tut tthw* w-ai ranUi or ooc viufcher ibe 
ahrevd resolTs of s keen <>6tittr«»r. of sie pnjinikv^ of i (U»- 
appotnteii ■— "■ It wa^ du Mi^ject. :iit: luuwr diMraaied, 
delighted nK. 

My compaaun &pfH^&n^i ^> f^e£ '^■*' a>^ had a wiHb^ 
Itdtener, aod wmt freeij -nx, eMrrxi^a:^ iibe cj^.^bj niatb lo 
Miccesa. and with a «ercun air '}4f '_i:-cjfiieiu^ in aQ be said 
that to me Memed qohe i>raiCTiIaf . " Wlia: a fetliow urn 1." 
said he al last. *- u -liKuane in ziuB isaia l> a street orahB 
wbo«e h^best ambitkiQ is !*> Aizr^ia om r^zged eompecitotm, 
and be Brsi - in.' for tbe SLxpicnce of iotai eauternig conwt! 
Pull ahead, lad. tttaer« 'i tnr Lj^ at bit ; ani hang ne if 
they're n-n two mika •«:-' 

"The eoDlempCoofU tooe of cfa>> 1^ few words effectnallf 
represseii any desire I Buzhc hare had for farther coUoqnj; 
and 1 rowed away in sileDce. p'lttiD^ forth all my Btren^tb 
and skill, ao that the bght sk±I daited rapidly aod steadily 
throagh the water. 





SIK DUDLEY BROUGHTON. 

TEADILY, and wilh all the vigor I could 

command, I piillcd towardt* the light. My 

companion sat quietly watciiiog the stare, 

and apparently folloiring ont some cliain of 

tWught tu liiiiicieir I m liidt he said, ' ' There, 

boy, breathe a bit ; there 'e no need to blow youreelf ; we 're 

all safe long since ; the ' Firefly ' is right ahead of us, and not 

tu off either. Have you never heard of the yacht?" 

"Never, air." 

" Nor of its owner, Sir Dudley Brooghton ? " 
" No, Bir, I never heard the name." 
"Well, come," cried he, laughing, "that ia consolatory. 
I 'm not half bo great a reprobate as I thoagbt myself ! I 
did not believe tdU now that there was an urchin of your 
stamp living who could not have furnished at least some 
ftnecdotes for a memoir of mel Well, my lad, yonder, 
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ff 

where yon see the blue light at the peak, is the ' Firefly,' and 

here, where I sit, is Sir Dudley Broughton. Ten minutes 
more will put us alongside, so, if you're not tired, pull 
away." 

'' No, Sir Dudley," said I, for I was well versed in the 
popular tact of catching up a name quickly, ^^ I am able to 
row twice as far." 

'' And now. Master Con," said he, *' we are going to part. 
Are you too young a disciple of your craft for a glass of 
grog ; or are you a follower of that new-fangled notion of 
pale-faced politicians, who like bad coflfee and reason better 
than whiskey and fun ? " 

''I'll take nothing to drink. Sir Dudley," said I. "I 
have dined and drunk well to-day, and I *11 not venture 
further." 

" As you please ; only I say you 're wrong not to victual 
the ship whenever you stand in-shore. No matter ; put your 
hand into this vest pocket, — you '11 find some shillings there : 
take them, whatever they be. You'll row the boat back 
with one of my people ; and all I have to say is, if you do 
speak of me, as no doubt you will and must, don't say any- 
thing about these smashed fingers; I suppose they'll get 
right one of these days, and I 'd rather there was no gossip 
about them." 

" I '11 never speak of it — I — " 

"There, now, that's enough; no swearing, or I know 
you '11 break your promise. Back water a little ; pull the 
starboard oar, — so; here we are alongside." 

Sir Dudley had scarce done speaking when a hoarse 
voice from the yacht challenged us. This was replied to 
by a terrific volley of imprecations on the stupidity of not 
sooner showing the light, amid which Sir Dudley ascended 
the side and stood upon the deck. "Where's Ilalkett?" 
cried he, imperiously. " Here, sir," replied a short, thick- 
set man, with a sailor-like shuffle in his walk. " Send one 
of the men back with the gig, and land that boy. Tell the 
fellow, too, he's not to fetch Waters aboard, if he meets 
him: the scoundrel went oflf and left me to my fate this 
evening ; and it might have been no pleasant one, if I had 
not found that lad yonder." 
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"We have all Sam Waters' kit on board, Sir Dudley,* 
said Ualkett; "shall we send it ashore?" 

"No. Tell him I'll leave it at Demerara for him; and 
he may catch the yellow fever in looking after it," said 
he, laughing. 

While listening to this short dialogue I had contrived to 
approach a light which gleamed from the cabin window, and 
then took the opportunity to count over my wealth, amount- 
ing, as I supposed, to some seven or eight shillings. Guess 
my surprise to see that the pieces were all bright yellow 
gold, — eight shining sovereigns! 

I had but that instant made the discovery, when the sailor 
who was to put me on shore jumped into the boat and seated 
himself. 

" Wait one instant," cried I. " Sir Dudley — Sir Dudley 
Broughton ! " 

'^ Well, what's the matter?" said he, leaning over the 
side. 

" This money you gave me — " 

" Not enough, of course ! I ought to have known that," 
said he, scornfully. " Give the whelp a couple of half- 
crowns, Halkett, and send him adrift." 

" You 're wrong, sir," cried I, with passionate eagerness; 
" they are gold pieces, — sovereigns." 

"The devil they are!" cried he, laughing; "the better 
luck yours. Why did n't you hold your tongue about it?" 

" You bid rae take some shillings, sir," answered I. 

"How d — d honest you must be! Do you hear that, 
Halkett? The fellow had scruples about taking his prize- 
money ! Never miud, boy, I must pay for my blunder, — 
you may keep them now." 

"I have pride, too," cried I; "and hang me if I touch 
them." 

He stared at me, without speaking, for a few minutes, 
and then said, in a low, flat voice, " Come on deck, lad." I 
obeyed; and he took a lighted lantern from the binnacle, 
and held it up close to my face, and then moved it so that 
he made a careful examination of my whole figure. 

" I 'd give a crown to know who was your father," said 
he, dryly. 
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** Con Cregan, of Kilbeggan, sir." 

** Oh, of course, I know all that. Come, now, what say 
you to try a bit of life afloat? Will you stay here?" 

" Will you take me, sir? " cried I, in ecstasy. 

" Halkett, rig him out," said he, shortly. ** Nip the 
anchor with the ebb, and keep your course down channel." 
With this he descended the cabin stairs and disappeared, 
while I, at a signal from Halkett, stepped down the ladder 
into the steerage. In the mean while it will not be deemed 
digressionary if I devote a few words to the singular cha- 
racter into whose society I was now thrown, inasmuch as 
to convey any candid narrative of my own career I must 
speak of those who, without influencing the main current of 
my life, yet certainly gave some impulse and direction to its 
first meanderings. 

Sir Dudley Broughton was the only son of a wealthy 
baronet, who, not from affection or overkindness, but out of 
downright indolent indifference, permitted him, first as an 
Eton boy, and afterwards as a gentleman commoner of Christ 
Church, to indulge in every dissipation that suited his fancy. 
An unlimited indulgence, a free command of whatever money 
he asked for, added to a temper constitutionally headstrong 
and inu)etuous, soon developed what might have been 
expectell from the combination. He led a life of wild insub- 
ordination at school, and was expelled from Oxford. With 
faculties above rather than beneath mediocrity, and a certain 
aptitude for acquiring the knowledge most in request in 
society, he had the reputation of being one who, if he had 
not unhappily so addicted himself to dissipation, would have 
made a favorable figure in the world. After trying in vain 
to interest himself in the pursuits of a country life, of which 
the sporting was the only thing he found attractive, he joined 
a well-known light cavalry regiment, celebrated for number- 
ing among its officers more fast men than any other corps in 
the service. His father, dying about the same time, left him 
in possession of a large fortune, which, with all his extrava- 
gance, was but slightly encumbered. This fact, coupled 
with his well-known reputation, made him popular with his 
brother officers, most of whom, having run through nearly 
all they possessed, saw with pleasure a new Croesus arrive 
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in till* ri>;;ltiu*iit. Such a man as Rroughton was Just wanted. 
One bad a charter to ^et off; another wanted a |Hirt*haiier 
for hin four-in-hand drag. The senior captain was skilful 
at billiards ; and every one phiye<l ^* lanm|uenet '* sinI 
hazard. 

IWsides various s(*heuieH against his pursis the colonel 
hail a still more serious one against his |H?rson. He hail a 
daught4'r, a handsoiiie, faHhioiiuhle-looking girl, witli all tin* 
maniuTH of H«M*irty, and a great deal of that tact only to U* 
acijuiriNl in th<* vory iN^st foreign so<Mety. That she wai* no 
longer in the fn-nh IiIihiui of youth* nor with a rt*|HitatiMn 
quite s|M>tl(*HH, wiTt* mutters woll known in the regiment; 
hut as Hhi* wn*« ntill eminently hniidrtonie, and ^* tht* C*ount 
RadehoffHky *' liad 1m*<mi recalliMl liy the eui|M*n»r fn»m tiie 
fUihasHV of which h«> w:i.h siMTetiiry, Lydia lK*lniar was 
Itkfly, in the ojiinioim of kffii-judi^ing parti<*s, to make a 
g<MMl liit with ** Home yotiiitr ft*llow who didn't know town.*' 
lirou'^hton waf« I'xurtiv thi* man ("oltHiel IVlmar wanteil, — 
giMMl family, :i tim* fortune, mid the very tem|H*r a cl«*ver 
woninn uhuuIIv eontrivrM to ruli* with al»solute swav. 

Thrrr would U', niif<»rtunat4'ly, no novrlty in reconling 
the Ht«*pH by which Hmh n man is niin4>4l. lie did everything 
that nii'ii do wlii» an* lM*nt u|M>n ti'^tiii;; Fortunr ti» tin* 
utmont. lit* liMit lai\:<* huiiim to Win *' fri<*ndH; '* hr \*mX 
lar;;cr ouch to th<*m. Whvri li<* did win. none ever |iaid 
liim, e\rept hy u i^<M»d.|Mimort'd jvM n)M>n fii** i'n*«lit at 
(\Mitt.H*.H. ** What tlif d«'vil «1«» •. •" want with monrv. Sir 
Dudhy?" wnn an appeal he r».iil.l iir\.r reply to. ||«- mu 
horneH at A«M'i»t. and *j.**\ *' •»«|»irr/.»d ; " he plase^I n' 
'• Cnx'ky*'*/* and faied no iH-tter; Kiif he wa-« th«- fa\.»iit« ••: 
the <''»rp**. •* We eiMild ne\el 'J» t **\\ \\lth*»llt 1)11.11. \."" u i<* 

a <N*mnion rvniark ; and it oati^rnd hni tlcif. with a!i hi** 
extravajanre, he ha<l ni:id«' ;iii ihn • •»* i* -.t in tlie In ait-* at 
leant «if hiH rornra«le**. \ I»w 'ii >\ * ••» .••n,'* i »*( tin- *• fa^^t 
career v%>>uld, in all likelih'MHl. t,i\. i<i.!i*l iii:ii. II*> }*r«»ke 
hiH le'^ !»y a fall \t\ a -^t.-rp!.. hi-. . :ut.| u:*-* tini- diixen. l»j 
nheiT neer— »itv. t«» lay up. :tr. I '•%. . j. .,';i. t f-u a "tea^Min. 
Now «-:iTn«- (t'l 'h*! !)«I'iiaT'-< .m|'m;ii!! •'. . !'i. ntoineiit tlie 
iiewH reaeh«*«l ( oventrN, he »»ei *>:] witii hi-* dau;:hter to 
l^*aniiri;:toti With the >»te«'pl«'eha«»in;:, ha/anl-plaviog* 
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betting, drinking, yachting, driving Sir Dudley, there was no 
chance of even time for their plans ; but with a sick man on 
the sofa, bored by his inactivity, hipped for want of his 
usual resources, the game was open. The Colonel's yisitf 
too, had such an air of true kindness! 

Broughton had left quarters without leave ; but instead of 
reprimands, arrests, and Heaven knows what besides, there 
was Colonel Delmar, the fine old fellow, shaking his finger 
in mock rebuke, and saying, '' Ah, Dudley, my boy, 1 came 
down to give you a rare scolding ; but this sad business has 
saved you ! " And Lydia also, against whom he had ever 
felt a dislike, — that prejudice your boisterous and noisy kind 
of men ever feel to clever women, whose sarcasms they know 
themselves exposed to, ~ why, she was gentle good-nature 
and easy sisterlike kindness itself! She did not, as the 
phrase goes, ^^ nurse him," but she seldom left the room 
where he lay. She read aloud, selecting with a marvellous 
instinct the very kind of books he fancied, — novels, tales of 
every-day life, things of whose truthfulness he could form 
some judgment; and sketches wherein the author's views 
were about on a level with his own. She would sit at the 
window, too, and amuse him with descriptions of the people 
passing in the street ; such smart shrewd pictures were thoy 
of watering-place folks and habits, Dudley never tired of 
them ! She was unsurpassed for the style with which she 
could dress up an anecdote or a bit of gossip; and if it 
verged upon the free, her French e^lucation tauf^ht her the 
nice perception of the narrow line that He[jaraU*H ^^ lilier- 
tinage " from indelicacy. 

So far from feeling impatient at his eonfinem(?nt U> a w>fa, 
therefore, Bronghton affected distrust in his rvMov&U'd limb 
for a fall fortnight after the (hH:U)r harl prorionnc^^d liirn 
cured. At last he was able to drive out, and s^Kin aflfT- 
wards to take exercise on horseliaok. Lvdia Delmar and h(*r 
father occasionally aeomfjanyin^^ him. 

People will talk at Leamingt/>n. as they do at oth<;r \Asn'vn ; 
and so the gossips said that the rich — for hi' won Mtill mt 
reputed in the world — the ••rich" Sir DudU-y Broijj(htrm 
was going to marry Mins IMtuskr. 

Gossip is half-brother to thiit aii-f^^wi^rfiil dir<r/rt/ir fullml 
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^'Fuhlio Opinion; '* so tliat when 8ir Dudlej beard, nome 
lialf-«lc>zi*ii times everj day, what it waa reputed be woukl do, 
be lie^an U> feel that ftie iMi^ht to do it. 

Accordingly, tbej wen* luarried ; the world at leant tbe 
Leaiiiin)(t4)n Heotion of that large Uidy rritiriiting tbe 
matrb pn*ciM.*ly as it Htniok tbe iuteretita and pn*Judi4*f« f>f 
tbe claitH they Ih^longinl t4». 

Fathem aiul iiiotlu^rK a*fnH*d in Uiinking that Colom*! 
Delmar wan a nlin^wd old Mtldivr, aiHl hail uiatle an *M*z<vl- 
lent bit." Young hulivM |>ronounc«*d Liddy — for a girl who 
bad been out <*ight Vfarn diH*idt*dly lii(*ky. I^imnging men 
at club doom l(M>k<-<l knowingly at i*a<*h other an thfV y*kM 
together in half Hrnt4*nc4*K, ** No affair of mine ; but 1 di«l 
not think Iir(»ughton would havt* Ummi <*aught im» eanily." 
" Yen, by tlovr ! *' rriinl anotlier. with a Jo<'key-like atyU* of 
dreaa, ** lu* M not liavi* made no gn*at a inintake on the M>akf« ' 
aa ti> run an ni!«-«) nag for a two-year old ! " 

**' I wonder Uv never beard of that RuMtian fellow ! '* aaiil a 
tbinl. 

**Oh, vfH! *' rti^h<*d out a dandy, with an afrf*<*ted drawl; 
** |MMir dear Liddy did indei^l eateh a * Tartar ' ! '* 

Keniarkn HU(*h an tbeae were tiie pleanant Halliea the event 
provoker 1 ; but h«> it in in higher and great«T thinuH in life! 
At tbe lauiieh of a line-of-lmttle ahip, the Vfrirnt vagrant in 
raga fanc'ten he can |>n*<liet for h«*r drft^at and nhipwrerk ! 

The ItMMi;:ht«>nH w«Te now tlir gmit iMojih- of thf L«>ii«l.i|i 
aeaiMin. at l<*aMt ton (vrtain ** fant *' **«t, vho lovttl dniti«>r- 
at tJie (*l:ir«'ndon. Iii^li |>!ay. ami «itli<Te<>n(*<»initant plru'^iiri**!. 
//#'r «M|ni|»ai;«*H w«'re thr n\**t*\ |N*rf«-<'t , ft* r di:ini<*n«U tiie 
tiKml oiilrndHl ; i%hili' /iM dinnern wi'rc a** iihh'Ii rt'pntol hy 
one elar*H, »?« /i#'r toilrt ))V anotht-r. 

I^oann at niin«)UN int«rr?»t ; Hal«-» «»f |irM|H rtv f«»r a tithr 
of itM valii«* ; )>illrt n*n«>w4'il :it :i r:tt«- tli:it \\>>ii! 1 liavr 
•wam|N*«l Hi ith-M'tiiM ; |»iiril»;i-«— iu:ul«- nt piMi- |» 'iNirthin' 
ate to the ri*«k of ii<i|).|i:t\Tiif i.t . Ti«kl«-- w .-•• «\i!\whrrr; 
nddiin^ iM»|iril<»r^, «hi:iti;.J ti:i«|i«.nH n. :i'.'l •linljiinrHt fM*r- 

ranta ! Hut whv -h«11 t:i* ti<«?. «•> t:ik« tioiiMc Ut i«h<»w 
bf>w th«* ruin rami-? If ••in* I'rfl 1* ak ^ i!l rauvM* a f«hi|» 
wreck, fiow in the eraft li» ini»iiiil thi w:i\.- with every 
plank riven af«nn«ler? 
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If among the patriarcha who leud at usury, Bronghton's 
credit was beginning to ebb, in the clubs at tlie West Kiid, iu 
Uie betting-ring, at Crockford's, aud at TattersaH'B, he was 
in all the splendor of his former fame. AnderBon would 
trust him with half hiu stable. Howell and Janies would 
send him the epergne they had designeil for a czar. And s<> 
he lived. With rocks and breakers ahead, he only " carried 
on " the faster and the freer. 




Not that he knew, indeed, the extent, "t ai 
approaching the extent, to which biii rortuno wat w 
All that he conld sanniae on the subject waM foiindi-'! 
increased difficulty he found in raisins; money. n 
stance his pliant solicitor invariably explained by tli.i 
pbitae, the *' t^htness of the mitney market." 'I'li 
pletely satisfied Sir Dudley, who. far fr'.rn nriril.nti 
his own almost exhausted resfiurrr-^i. bid all rlie l.hn 
some trickery of foreign .^Litenmcn. 7u>me r-',iif<.iiii.| 
turbance io Irelaix), something that the Fonii^m Sr 
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proceeding. Against such reasonings there could be no oppo- 
sition ; and Broughton only took to himself all the benefits 
he had destined for his friend. 

At last the eventful day came ; and although Sir Dudley 
had arranged that Lady Broughton should accompany him 
to the course, she was taken with some kind of nervous 
attack that prevented her leaving her bed. Her husband 
was provoked at this ill-timed illness, for he was still vain of 
her appearance in public; but knowing that he could do 
nothing for hysterics, he sent for Doctor Barham, and then 
with all speed he started for the race. 

Among the friends who were to go along with him, the 
c6uut had promised to make one; but despatches — that 
admirable excuse of diplomatists, from the great secretary 
to the humblest unpaid attache — despatches had just 
arrived ; and if he could manage to get through his business 
early enough, '' he'd certainly follow." 

Scarcely had Sir Dudley reached the ground when a car- 
riage drove up to the stand, and a gentleman descended in 
all haste. It was Mr. Taperton, his solicitor, — his trusty 
man of loans and discounts for many a day, ^^ Eh, 
Tappy! ' cried Broughton, ''come to sport a fifty on the 
fiUy ? " 

"Walk a little tids way, Sir Dudley," said he, gravely; 
and his voice soon convinced the hearer that something 
serious was in the wind. 

"What's the matter, man? You look as if Cardinal 
was dead lame." 

" Sir Dudley, you must start from this at once. Holds- 
worth has taken proceedings on the bills ; Lord Corthern has 
foreclosed ; the whole body of . the creditors are up ; and 
you '11 be arrested before you leave the field ! " 

If the threat had conveyed the ignominious penalty of 
felony, Broughton could not have looked more indignant. 
" Arrested ! You don't mean that we cannot raise enough 
to pay these rascals ? " 

" Your outstanding bills are above twenty thousand, sir." 

" And if they be ; do you tell me that with my estate — " 

" My dear Sir Dudley, how much of it is unencumbered? 
What single portion, save the few hundreds a year of Lady 
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Brooghton's Jointure, w not sunk under morturage? But thin 
is no time for dincusfiion ; get into the cluuiie with me ; we '11 
reach London in time for the mail ; to-morrow you ran lie 
in BouUigne, and then we shall have time at least for sn 
arrangement." 

**The race is Just coming off! how can I leave? I 'm n 
steward : besides* I have a tremendous lNX>k. IK> vou kn«*w 
how many thoiisaiidK I stand to win here? " 

^* To l<ise, you mean/* Hai<l the soli<*itor. You 're S4»ld ! " 
The wonls were whis|M»re4l so low as t4> U* almost inamlihU* ; 
but Hnmghton ai*tually staggered as he heard them. 

**S4>ld! how? what? lm|K»ssible, man ! \V 1m > could sell 
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*M>idy one man, |>erha|is,but lie has done it! Is it true 
jou have iMtckinl (*allio|N*? *' 

** Yes ! *' saiil he, staring wildly. 

** She was found haniMtning this morning in the stabU*. 
then," sai<l Tu|M*rton ; **if you want to hear furtluT |Mirti- 
culars, v<Mi must ank vonr friond the (Nmnt liatlrhoffiikv ! " 

•• TUv HoiHjndrt'l I tin* blark-hrarttNl villain I I mv it all * " 
critNl lirotigliton. **('«»ini*, Tii|K*rt«in, let us Mart! I'll l'*» 
with vou ; bv Jove, vou liavt* found a wav t4> niak«* ni«* vtLUw 
for the HMwl ! '* 

The lawver n*ail in the bl<MMlf«hot «*v«* and rtunht'd faiv tlie 
passion for vi*n^eun<v that w:u4 In tiling wiihin hint, but h«' 
nevi*r »*tM»ki* iu« thi'V uiovimI on junl ciitt'icd tli«' (*:irri:ii:«*. 

It w»H full tlirtT hours In-furr tlh* <'\|H*rt*'<l tiiiif >*( U\'* 
return, i*lirn tlir <'li:iiH«' in wliirh tln*y ti:iv«'l]«Hl .|nw up it 
tht* ('l;iri*nd«>n. and !b<Mi;:)itiiii« half \\\\*\ with rnj:*', •l:i<«ht^l 
U|»«t:iirH t«> tli«' •«iiit«' of "•(iIi'IkIi'I r«Miiik<, In- iKM*u|iif4l. 

'•Oil, ilrar. Sir Dii-lli v.* «-ri«Ml tli«- maid. :i«» -hv -av* turn 
hanti'UHi'^ nlou;; xUv «*<iiti<ii>r. ** oh. I 'm -^iirr. **ir. ho\« vou'll 
alarm mv hidv if ^h** •».-«— \«mi •*<» MurM<-«| * 

• • • 

•*Stand out t»f th«- way. woman'" -^ahl h- . •••ujhU , i-n- 
deavorini: to |*U'*h hi-r !•• inu^i.ti'. f«»r-hr had ai ti:il.\ ]il:i4>*«l 
herH«*lf lN*twi*«-ii him and tht •I«mii <>t the tlra^ iii:j:-i<»«»'ii. 

*' Surrlv. ••ir, \ou 11 U'»t ii-mfN mv ladv ! Sun-lv. Sir 

• • • • • ^ 

DudUx 

l>«"<|iitf h«'r rrii"». f'»i tins had now U-r um* HUrh, linmghUMI 
puahetl hrr nidrly fioni tin* h|m»i. ami cnttTtnl the HMim. 
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Great was his astonishment to find Lady Broughton, whom 
he had left so ill, not only up, but dressed as if for the 
promenade; her face was flushed, and her eye restless 
and feverish ; and her whole manner exhibited the highest 
degree of excitement. 

Broughton threw down his hat upon the table, and then, 
returning to the door, locked and bolted it. 

" Gk)od Heavens, Dudley! " exclaimed she, in a voice of 
terror, " what has happened? " 

" Everything ! " said he ; '' utter ruin ! The whole crew of 
creditors are in full chase after me, and in a few hours we 
shall be stripped of all we possess.*' 

She drew a long full breath as she listened ; and had her 
husband been in a mood to mark it, he might have seen how 
lightly his terrible tidings affected her. 

" I must fly! Taperton — he's in the carris^e below — 
says France, at least for some weeks, till we can make 
some compromise or other ; but I have one debt that must 
be acquitted before I leave." 

There was a terrible significance in the words, and she 
was sick to the heart as she asked, " What, and to whom? " 

" Radchoffsky ! " cried he, savagely; "that scoundrel 
whom I trusted like a brother ! " 

Lady Broughton fell back, and for a moment her motion- 
less limbs and pallid features seemed like fainting; but 
with a tremendous effort rallying herself, she said, ''Go 
on!" 

" He betrayed me, — told every circumstance of my book ! 
And the mare I had backed for more than thirty thousand 
is dying this instant; so that I am not only ruined, but 
dishonored ! " 

She sat with wide staring eyes and half-open lips while 
he spoke, nor did she seem, in the fearful confusion of her 
fear, to understand fully all he said. 

" Have I not spoken plainly? " said he, angrily. " Don't 
you comprehend me when I say that to-morrow I shall be 
branded as a defaulter at the settling? But enough of this. 
Tell Millar to get a portmanteau ready for me. I '11 start this 
evening; the interval is short enough for all I have to do." 
As he spoke, he hastened to his bedroom, and, providing 
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hinim'lf with a vhm* rontaiiiiti^ Iiim iliiollin^-piNtolH. h«* litirrH'«l 
<l<>wnHtain«, (inl«*nii^ th«» |MiHtilii»n to drtvt* t«> tlH* Kii!«hi:iii 

KlIllmMrtV. 

Th«> rarria^c w:ik iM*anv 4lriv«*ti from tin* (l(M»r whvii I.»il\ 
Bn»ii^lit«»ii, (akin;; a k«*y fnun h«*r |MH*ki't« t»|N'ii«i| u Htimll 
d(Mir wliirh 1«*<1 fn»iii the ilrawiii^-nMUii into ht*r flrcihin;:- 
ro«»in, frMiii Hhidi tho 4*«»tiiit walktnl f(»rth. — Ww <*aliii f«*a- 
tiirt*H iiiitiitllrtl iiimI i*a.Hy an tlioii^h no «*iiinti<»ii ha«l r\rr 
Mtirrtil tliiMii. 

** Voii li«*:ir<| what Hn»nv:ht(in Hai<l? " whirt|M*ri*(l nlir. in an 
aivi'iit of faltrrin;; auilation. 

••//mi, fHirftItu, fvrry wonl «»f it!" rf|ilir(| In*, lauiilmi;^ 
gt*ntly. •* Thf |>t*o|»lv of ttn* Imhim* inii:ht alni<>i«t hav«» ti«*art| 
him." 

*• And in it truer" a-^kiMl nUv, whilr » <i»lil Mirkn«*H?« rrrpt 
owr h«*r. ami Uvr month ^:\f* •*li:ik«'n n>nvnl**ivrlv. 

** I iN-lit'Vt' H«i,' ••:ii«l he. «*altiil\. 

•'iMi. Ali*\i«*. di* not Kiv Hii!" rrirtl **\u\ in an a:ii»n\ **f 
grirf : •* iir. Ira-l of nil, in surh a \»»i<M' im that." 

Ill* f«hruL'L!*'*l hi<« mIiouMit^ ; :iii<l ih«'n. af(«*r a niiim<-nt'" 
|«ii»M% n:iiil. ** I riinf«<»H niy**rlf t\mW nn|>n*|uin*«l f«»r thi<* 
ttli<»w of :ifTf«'tiMn. niii'himc 

•' N«»l ^», Alr\i«». It !•• f««f •.""' I :iui I'l'ni'frn*'*! ; f«»r vou? 
honor oi* a u«*ntl«-in:iii ; f«M \iMir fair faint* ainoir^ ni«-ii 

•' Part loll, niatlaiiif. if I inttrriipt \t»ii; hut lh«' ili-ft-ntv .»f 
IDV h«»ni»r inU"'t In- lifl tti Tit\^i-'.t 

•• If I ha<l l-iit lli.'iijIiT till- I-' \'»u 

** It I- nt \tf t'»'» l:iti !•»! I . )•« ; VtJ;» I . iii:i*l:iiiit-. I ••h'U.i 
Ih* •••»m\ t«t think I •■••ui«l 'lilt \« \"!i 

••tMi. It !•• t*»»» lal«-. f.ir t«»»» ..i*.* '" •'!hil ••hi", !«»ir«»tn;^ 
int«» tt-ar-. •* l.t t II-* j'»' I MiM-t iM\ii -It hiiii ajain ' I 
wiMiM fM»t livr oVii that la-t ha'/ ti"Hr aj.mi \** **:i\v iiu- ffttin 
a titalh I'f torturt- 

*• \ll'»w nif. thtii.'" -:ii I 111 . T iNir*.' !:• • -': iwl ami <lra|iin:^ 
it t.fi h. r -h-'iillii-. '• I • • I* Ji.» !- f».il\." an«l with 
tlirof \%i>*ii-. -|->ki-ii «^i* . ]■*■''*' • .1. ii. !:• )•:• •*tnt«-t| hi.*i arm 
an«l h 'i htT fr«»!ii t!:. » • • 

'|m ritiirn tt* Sir h.i\ (i:i imiviiiJ at th<* RllMUtn 
Kinh:i*"\. hf rt.iiM '.. »• n h-.! ..i.j ..* •in \% htrr.ilMiiitn «if him 
he iM»U;:ht ; a Vt>un;; •»4-4'r« tar\, h«*M(\(r. Mith wh<Mn \tt had 
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some intimacy, drawing him to one side, whispered, *' Wait 
here a moment ; I have a strange revelation to make you, — 
but in confidence, remember, for it must not get abroad." 
The story was this : Count Radchoffsky had been, on his re- 
call from the Embassy, detected in some Polish intrigue, and 
ordered to absent himself from the capital and preserve a 
life of strict retirement, under police *' surveillance; " from 
this, he had managed to escape and reach England, with 
forged credentials of Envoy Extraordinary ; the mission be- 
ing an invention of his own, to gain currency in the world 
and obtain for him loans of large sums from various houses 
in the '* City." ''As he knows," continued Broughton's 
informant, '' from his former experience, the day of our 
courier's expected arrival, he has up to this lived fearlessly 
and openly ; but the despatch having reached us through the 
French cabinet sooner than he expected, his plot is revealed. 
The great dilKculty is to avoid all publicity; for we must 
have no magisterial interference, no newspaper or police 
notoriety ; all must be done quietly, and he must be shipped 
off to Russia without a rumor of the affair getting abrof» V" 

Broughton heard all this with the dogged satisfaction of a 
man who did not well know whether to be pleased or other- 
wise that an object of personal vengeance had been with- 
drawn from him. 

But not accustomed to dwell long on any subject where the 
main interest of his own line of action was wanting, he drove 
home to his hotel to hasten the preparations for his depar- 
ture. On his arrival at the Clarendon, a certain bustle and 
movement in the hall and on the stairs attracted his atten- 
tion, and before he could inquire the cause, a half whisper, 
'' There he is; that's Sir Dudley! " made him turn round; 
the same instant a heavy hand was laid on his shoulder, and 
a man said, '' I arrest you, Sir Dudley Broughton, at the 
suit of Messrs. Worrit and Sneare, Lombard Street." 

'' Be calm ; don't make any resistance," whispered Taper- 
ton in his ear; ''come upstairs." They passed on, and 
entered the drawing-room, where everything appeared in 
disorder. As for Broughton, he was bewildered and stupe- 
fied by all he had gone through, and sat in a chair staring 
vacantly at the groups around him, evidently unable, through 
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Uie Imzf (»f liw (liHonleriHl facultiett, Ui m*o dearly bow, an<l 
in what. III* wan iiiter(*HUHl in the affair. 

** \Vhon»*H my Imly?" whirt|>ertMl Ta|H»rton to the valet, 
who HtiMMl iihiKwt an rt|)ell-lMiumi an hin inaMtor. 

^Mfone, tiir; she V p»ne/* tiaid tiie man, in a faint voi^v. 

'Mtone where, HCHiunilrel?*' Hai«l Sir DiitUey, jumpini; up 
aiHi m*izin^ him )»y the thnmt with hoth liandn, whiU* he 
nMin*(i out the wonln with a nava^e veliementv that iitartled 
all the nN)ni. 

**(tone away. Sir DutUey,** tiaid the half-rhokin^ man; 
** I Miw her drive ofT in a (*huiru> and pair with C*ount l<ad- 

choflTrtkv." 

Iirou>;ht4>n let ^o hin hold, and frll heavily u|M)n Iih facv 
to the ^n»und. A nurv!«'oii was ralltHi in, ^lio at on<v |H*r- 
<*eiv(Ml that the attark whh one of u)x>)il(*xy. For tliat iii^ht 
and part of the next day hin re<*oviTy watt alm<Ht ho|H>lrHA; 
for, though reiH^atiilly IiUnK he ^avi* no ni^UH of ntiirnin;; 
animation, hut lay hi-avin^;, at intervaU, lon^, heavy r»t^h^, 
and n*Mpirin^ with an effort that (H*emeil to nhake the ntron^ 
frame in (NinvulHioim. 

Youth and )M»ld rem<MlicM. howev4>r. favore<l liim, and on 
Uie third mornimx he aw<ik<*. w^ak and wrarv. like on«> who 
hail jUHt reaehi*«l (^iinvah-M-t'nrf afln a loiiv» an«l li*rriMo 
fever. Ili»* ffalun***, hi^ i:«'«,nin*»*. Iii«* v«-fy voirr, wm- all 
altert^l ; th4*ri* wan a driiilitv alMMit liirn iiimtal and t>h\*»i- 
ral — Itiat »M'«'in«M| like )»n'iii:i(iiit' d«r:i\ ; and th«v \*h«»kii«w 
tlie Imld, hi-j:!!"*!*!! it*'*! tiiaii of a f»'w d:iv«« UfMrr r«niM in \« j 
havr nHNH^iii/.i-d him in thf ••iiii|»l»-l'»«»kni_'. varant. and pu- • 
|M>H4*1«*H*, invalid wh«i •^at th«'n . \*> all •<«-« ininj. n«itli«-r n<>ti« :ii^ 
nor eaiiii'^ \« hat ha|'|Min'd aroniMl r.n. It i** tin*-. ihi«*d, 
f«»w f«»«*a\id th«* (Ninipar iH-iii. < if tfi..-. wli* \ i«*iti-.i Intn. iti«' 
ji{n*a!«T iiiiniU'r w«*t«' rn.lit*"!*, «ii'i"U- t • -iM.ij.»tf ..n hm 
rtMN»vrrv ; tlun* %vt%- a ••••ii|.l. ..• '.jMirt.'-.. t.«i. for 'j:.!**-!!*- 
inu[ n«*w ••pa|Hi«i di^ir'tii** ••' i-»!iini.' i '•»• i *• tpli t<» atii'i-*** 
the !<»wn; lui? n.» fri»n.l-». »,..t i him ..f ? ...-^t u ^«> •liintl. 
and drank, ani «ii«'\«. and I't,* I w.". ... In fai-t hiH 
fat«* wa«* •Mhiii f«ir;j'»ft. n *\*u n. t'l. \.'\ iir«liH .»f whi«'h 
he ha<l \h^'U tli«* Criitrr . h-'T i.l fc- i rr . .'MT nn'4'l iihii- 
tion, •»avf in -^.tm*' -t.il.- i.jhiM ..f i Kiiikni|»'«\ «*\aniitiattoii, 
or a iiHtlifii; **f «ridit'»r'» t»» :itr:irij. f.»f tin* li«|iiidati<>n «if 
hi<« d«d»t«». 
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The wasteful, heedless extravagance of his mode of living 
was urged even to vindictiveuess by his creditors, so that 
for three years he remained a prisoner in the Fleet ; and it 
was only when they saw he had no feeling of either shame 
or regret at his imprisonment that an arrangement was at 
last agreed to, and he was liberated, — set free to mix in a 
world in which he had not one tie to bind, or one interest to 
attach him ! 

From that hour forth none ever knew how far his memory 
retained the circumstances of his past life ; he never cer- 
tainly mentioned them to any of those with whom he formed 
companionship, nor did he renew acquaintance with one 
among his former friends. By great exertions on the part 
of his lawyers, almost a thousand a year was secured to him 
from the wreck of his great fortune, — the proceeds of a 
small estate that had belonged to his mother. 

On this income he lived some time in total seclusion, when, 
to the astonishment of all, he was again seen about town, 
in company with men of the most equivocal character, — 
noted gamblers at hells, '' Legs of Newmarket," and others 
to whom report attributed bolder and more daring feats of 
iniquity. While it was a debated point among certain fash- 
ionables of the clubs how far he was to be recognized by 
them, he saved them all the difliculty, by passing his most 
intimate friends without a bow or the slightest sign of rec- 
ognition. A stern, repulsive frown never left his features ; 
and he whose frank, light-hearted buoyancy had been a pro- 
verb, was grave and silent, rarely admitting anything like 
an intimacy, and avoiding whatever could be called a 
friendship. 

After a while he was missed from his accustomed haunts, 
and it was said that he had purchased a yacht and amused 
himself by sea excursions. Then there came a rumor of his 
being in the Carlist insurrection in Spain, — some said with 
a high command ; and afterwards he was seen in a French 
voltigeur regiment serving in Africa. From all these varied 
accidents of life he came back to London, frequenting, as 
before, the same play resorts, and betting sums whose 
amount often trenched upon the limits of the bank. If, in 
his early life, he was a constant loser, now he invariably 
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won ; and he was actually the terror of hell-keepers, whose 
BUperstitioUB fears of certain " lucky ones " are a well-known 
portion of their creed. 

As for himself, he aecmed to take a kind of Gendish sport 
in following np this new turn of fortune. It was like a 
Nemesis on those who had worked his ruin. One man in 
paiticular, a well-knowu Jew money-lender of great wealth, 
he pnrsued with all the vindictive perseverance of revenge. 
He tracked him from London to Brighton, to CheltenhLtm, to 
Leamington, to Newmarket, to Goodwood ; he followed him 
to Paris, to Brusseb ; wherever in any city the man opened 
a table for play, there was Brougbton sure to be fonnd. 




At last, by way of eluding all pursuit, the Jew went over 
to Ireland, — a country where of all others fewest resources 
for his tralHc presented themselves ; and here again, despite 
change of name and every precaution of secrecy, Broughlon 
traced him out ; and, on the night when I first met him. he 
was on his return from a hell on the Quays where be had 
broken the bank aud arisen a winner of above two thousand 
pounds. 

The peculiar circumstances of that night's adventure are 
easily told. He was followed from the play table by two 
men, witnesses of liia good fortune, who saw that he carried 
the entire sum on liia person ; and from his manner, — a feint 
I found he often assumed. — Ihey believed him to he drunk. 
A row was accordingly oi^anized at the closing of the play, 
the lights were extinguished, and a terrible scene of tumult 
and outrage ensued, whose sole object was to rob Bronghton 
of his winnings. 



SIR DUDLEY BROUGHTOX. 107 

After a desperate stm^le, in which he received the wound 
I have mentioned, he escaped by leaping from a window into 
the street, — a feat too daring for his assailants to imitate. 
The remainder is already known ; and I have only again 
to ask my reader's indulgent pardon for this long episode, 
without which, however, I felt 1 could not have asked his 
companionship on board the "'' Firefly." 
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trace in his features all the terrible traits of the creatures he 
tended. The wide, distended nostrils, the bleared and blood- 
shot eyes, the large, full-lipped mouth, drawn back by the 
strong muscles at its angles, and the great swollen vessels of 
the forehead, were developed in him, as in the wild beasts. 
He imitated the animals, too, in all his gestures, which were 
sudden and abrupt ; the very way he ate, tearing his food 
and rending it in fragments, like a prey, showed the type he 
followed. His dress was handsome, almost gorgeous; a 
white tunic of thin muslin reached to the knees, over which 
he wore a scarlet cloth jacket, open, and without sleeves: 
this was curiously slashed and laced, by a wonderful tissue 
of gold thread so delicately traceried as to bear the most 
minute examination; a belt of burnished gold, like a suc- 
cession of clasps, supported a small scimitar, whose scabbard 
of ivory and gold was of exquisite workmanship, the top of 
the handle being formed by a single emerald of purest color ; 
his legs were bare, save at the ankles, where two rings of 
massive gold encircled them; on bis feet he wore a kind 
of embroidered slippers, curiously studded with precious 
stones. A white turban of muslin, delicately sprigged with 
gold, covered his head, looped in front by another large 
emerald, which glared and sparkled like an eye in the centre 
of his forehead. 

This was his gala costume ; but his every-day one resem- 
bled it in everything, save the actual value of the material. 
Such was El Jarasch, who was to be my companion and my 
messmate, — a fact which seemed to afford small satisfaction 
to either of us. 

Nothing could less resemble his splendor than the sim- 
plicity of my costume. Halkett, when ordered to "rig me 
out," not knowing what precise place I was to occupy on 
board, proceeded to dress me from the kit of the sailor we 
had left behind in Dublin ; and although, by rolling up the 
sleeves of my jacket, and performing the same office for the 
legs of my trousers, my bauds and feet could be rendered 
available to me, no such ready method could prevent the 
clothes bagging around me in every absurd superfluity, and 
making me appear more like a stunted monster than a human 
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being. Beside my splendidly costomed companion I made, 
indeed, but a sorry figure, nor was it long dubious that he 
himself thought so; the look of savage contempt he first 
bestowed on me, and then the gaze of ineffable pleasure he 
accorded to himself afterwards, having a wide inters^al 
between them. Neither did it improve my condition, in his 
eyes, that I could lay claim to no distinct duty on board. 
While I was ruminating on this fact, the morning after I 
joined the yacht, we were standing under easy sail, with a 
bright sky and a calm sea, the southeastern coast of Ireland 
on our lee ; the heaving swell of the blue water, the fluttering 
bunting from gaff and peak, the joyous bounding motion, 
were all new and inspiriting sensations, and I was congratu- 
lating myself on the change a few hours had wrought in my 
fortune, when Halkett came to tell me that Sir Dudley 
wanted to speak with me in his cabin. He was lounging on 
a little sofa when I entered, in a loose kind of dressing-gown, 
and before him stood the materials of his yet untasted 
breakfast. The first effect of my appearance was a burst of 
laughter; and although there is nothing I have ever loved 
better to hear than a hearty laugh, his was not of a kind to 
inspire any very pleasant or mirthful sensations. It was 
a short, husky, barking noise, with derision and mockery in 
every cadence of it. 

''What the devil have we here? Why, boy, you'd 
disgrace a stone lighter at Sheerness. Who rigged you in 
that fashion ? " 

'' Mr. Halkett, sir." 

"Halkett, if you please; I know no 'misters' among 
my crew. Well, this must be looked to; but Halkett 
might have known better than to send you here in such a 
guise." 

I made no answer ; and, apparently, for some minutes, he 
forgot all about me, and busied himself in a large chart 
which covered the table. At last he looked up ; and then, 
after a second or two spent in recalling me to his recollection, 
said, "Oh, you *re the lad I took up last night ; very true. I 
wanted to speak with you. What can you do, besides what 
I have seen ; for I trust surgery is an art we shall seldom find 
use for, — can you cook? " 
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his low laughs. *' It is. |vrha]>s, all tho Ivttor. f.^no. u\\ 
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you; we have no time, nor. imltHHi. anv i^atiomv. for iniiKh\|^ 
sailors of striplin^rs, — we always pivfor tho ivihlx nirtilo 
article; but you must pick up what you oan, Koi>p \t\\\\ 
watches when on Inianl, and when wo jfo ashoro iimwhIioio. 
you shall be my scout; therefore don't throw amiy yoni old 
rags, but be ready to resume them when want oil, yitii 
hear?" 

** les, sir. 

*' So far! Now, the next thin^ is, atiil If in il^/.h! ymi 
should know it, — thou5i:li I koop a yacht for my ph-iii4iiii> iiiiil 
amusement, I sometimos indulge myHcIf in a litlh' »u\wj[j\\u[t, 
— which is also a pleasure an*! umuM'ini'nl ; and, ih«»i'riMi>, 
my i)eople are liable, if dt*Xjt*<:UH\, t/> Im* Hi'rili*n<'i'fl u, u mmuii 
term of imprisonment. — not that thiH huH yi*! Iiuppifii"! Uf 
any of them, but it may, you know; »o it im oti\y tuU Oi 
warn vou." 

*' I '11 take mv chanr-e wit)j th*- r«'*-t.. >-:»." 

*' Well said. Ixjy! Tu^^r^' ar*- oili*-? litM«- vcnfurMi, l/^/^ 
I s'>raetime?) make ; b'j: yoj 'o u*/^ 'j*rji"*jiji.f*d Uu-ut, m^ Wi$ 
nee«l not refer to lii*-!!:. Nor. }:> Vy m»» tjiifd |#«/iij4, 
dis4^'ipliue. V.i long a* y il l'» #■ ■♦••i", J »-/j^;4*» '/WluniMif 
in everythinsr: iLta* yo-:. hj:'*- «- • ''«ij> iM-jMint^u^t #4i4 
never t^-Il a li*r. ^Jl *?:j-j-r. ; » -si «- •-<-«-i '/iiii-r^ M«#'i 
to vour b»4Lrt*? c.niV^ir^ h^rit^— *-•• ,*.-: *.!.» iiw/*/!! at 
enou£rh: if you 'juar^- v::: ' *• ri.-.^-^u * ; i;*^ >'/¥> 
if you *rv*-r 'i*-'5err*^ ui» •'• ^- v.r- - .' .' i •#»</«b yt^ 
brains out ! " T:**: "^'.•i*^ :: r . ■ .. -y/rj 'ijiM** ,«wri f^^ 
won la ffrew ixikr»2**r uii: . ri-.- \:^ w^i^; ^^ 

alm*j<i a ^im-mt^ '/. i.iJi:'" '•<..•, > . / 
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"For your private governance, I may say, you'll find it 
wise to be good friends with Halkett, and, if you can, with 
Jarasch. Go now ; I 've nothing more to say." 

I was about to retire, when he called me back. 

"Stay! you've said nothing to roe, nor have I to you, 
about your wages." 

" I want none, sir. It is enough for me if I am provided 
in all money could buy for me." 

"No deceit, sir! No trickery with 7nef" cried he, 
fiercely, and he glared savagely at me. 

" It is not deceit, nor trick either," said I, boldly ; " but I 
see, sir, it is not likely you '11 ever trust one whom you saw 
in the humble condition you found me. Land me, then, at 
the first port you put in to. Leave me to follow out my 
fortune my own way." 

" What if I take you at your word," said he, " and leave 
you among the red Moors, on the coast of Barbary ? " 

I hung my head in shame and dismay. 

"Ay, or dropped you with the Tongo chiefs, who'd grill 
you for breakfast? " 

" But we are nigh England now, sir." 

" We shall not long be so," cried he, joyfully. " If this 
breeze last, you *ll see Cape Clear by sunrise, and not look 
on it again at sunset. There, away with you ! Tell Halkett 
I desire that you should be mustered with the rest of the 
fellows, learn the use of a cutlass, and to load a pistol with- 
out blowing your fingers off." 

He motioned me now to leave, and I withdrew, if I must 
own it, only partially pleased with my new servitude. One 
word here to explain my conduct, which perhaps in the 
eyes of some, may appear Inconsistent or improbable. It 
may be deemed strange and incomprehensible why I, poor, 
friendless, and low-bom, should have been indifferent, even 
to the refusal of all wages. The fact is this : I had set out 
upon my " life pilgrimage" with a most firm conviction that 
one day or other, sooner or later, I should be a " gentleman ; " 
that I should mix on terms of equality with the best and the 
highest, not a trace or a clew to my former condition being 
in any respect discoverable. Now, with this one paramount 
object before me, all my endeavors were gradually to con- 
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form, so far as might be, all my modes of thought and 
action to that sphere wherein yet I should move ; to learn, 
one by one, the usages of gentle blood, so tliat, when my 
hour came I should step into my position ready suited to all 
its requirements and equal to all its demands. If this 
explanation does not make clear the reasons of my generos- 
ity, and my other motives of honorable conduct, I am sorry 
for it, for I have none other to offer. 

I have said that I retired from my interview with Sir 
Dudley not at all satisfied with the result. Indeed, as I 
pondered over it. I could not help feeling that gentlemen 
must dislike any traits of hij^h and honorable motives in 
persons of my own station, as though they were assuming 
the air of their betters. What could rags have in common 
with generous impulses; how could poverty and hunger 
ever consort with high sentiments or noble aspirations? 
They forgive us, thought I, when we mimic their dress and 
pantomime their demeanor, because we only make ourselves 
ridiculous by the imitation ; but when we would assume the 
features that regulate their own social intercourse, they hate 
us, as though we sullied with our impure touch the virtues 
of a higher class of beings. 

The more I thought over this subject, the more strongly 
was I satisfied that I was correct in my judgment; and, 
sooth to say, the less did I respect that condition in life 
which could deem any man too poor to be high-minded. 

Sir Dudley's anticipations were all correct. The follow- 
ing evening at sunset the great headlands of the south of 
Ireland were seen, at first clear, and at last like hazy 
fonrbanks; while our light vessel scudded along, her prow 
pointing to where the sun had just set behind the horizon ; 
and then did I learn that we were bound for North America. 

Our voyage for some weeks was undistinguished by any 
feature of unusual character. The weather was uniformly 
fine ; steady breezes from the northeast, with a clear sky and 
a calm sea, followed us as we went, so that, in the pleasant 
monotony of our lives, one day exactly resembled another. 
It will, therefore, suffice if, in a few words, I tell how the 
hours were passed. Sir Dudley came on deck after break- 
fast, when I spread out a large white bear's skin for him to 

VOL. I. — 8 
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lie upoD ; recHiuHl od whicb, ami witb a huge ineerachaum of 
great beauty in bis band, be Hinokinl, ami waU*bed Uie lioim 
at play. TbcHi* ^ambolti were alwayii ainuMiii^, ami m*vt*r 
faileil lu uMHemhle all the crew ti> witneiM tluMti. Jaram*h, 
(lrt*ii(HHl ill li li^ht W(M>IU»n tunic, witb 1i*>(h, arum, ami ni*<*k 
Iwrc, led them forth by a chain ; and, afti*r prem*ntin^ them 
to %Sir DudU'V, fn>m whoiie bandti they UHuallv rt*<*eive«l a 
aniall pie<v <»f Hu^ur, they were tlien iM^t at lilH*rty, — a privi- 
lege they mMMi uvaiU*tl themM'lveii of. Matting off at full 
s|nhh1 around the dtM*k, H^imetimi^M one in pumuit of the 
otlier, Hometimeti by difTerent wuvh, enrnMiiig and riH*r« Mining 
eac*h other; now with a UthX Hpring, m>w with ratdike 
atealthiiief4K, eret*ping hIowIv pHst. The exen'im'. far fn»ui 
fatiguing, M^^metl only t4> excite them more and mort\ r«iti«v 
all thin time they were in m'lireh of the ftMMl which Jaram^h, 
with a cunning: all hit* own, knew how, each day, in iMmval 
in iM»me new fa**liii»n. UatlliMl tuwl irritat4Nl by delay, the 
eycH grew retl und luntrouH, the tuiln HtifTeni*«l, and «er«* 
either (^rri«Hl h'luU <ivi*r tin* hark or i-xtended rttraiuht h»< k- 
wardn ; thrv omtractetl tlirir nei'k*« t4M», till the mum*lf4 w«f«* 
gathen**! up in thick ma'«'«iv<' fnhU. and then their ureat 
beadit H4*t*m«*<l actually fa**tcn«*d nn tli«* for«> part of the trunk. 
When their ra;:e lia<l Ihhii Hutticimtly i%lH*tte<l hv dil»\. 
JaraiM*h ««ould lirinv! f<>ttli the ni«-«*4 in a lar^e ** ^nn; tut*.*' 
C«»yere4i ^'liU S ma!>«r*iv(' lid. on whirh Hi'.Htiiii; hiin**«-lf. aitd 
armeil with a Hli«»rl ••t*»iit lilii«i.;ron. In- u-»id to ki«p i.'n- 
Iwai^tH a! l»av. Tlii'*, wlmli wa- iIm* iii't-'t ••\«iimj put ..' 
the f*|HM'ta«lr, pre«»vnt«-d tv«r\ i*-*--!!'!*' N.itiii\ ••[ i-i'i '>m 
S«inn'ti!n««* Ih* r.uiM ||.>l<i tlMin in i li« « k f«M nij » h.iila!. 
h«Hjr. •«»!n«'tifin •» tin* ••tru;j:jl«- wimiII -«• ;in • ! i-*! I'\« iiiii.ii!^ - 
N<»W, lir w«Mild. I'V a -iim«»H*iil -^tr-'Ht', -•• ml rni I it«- .»ii«- .if 
hi-* a««-*ailantH Tli;it h«* ri.ul.l .1. \..t. :»li h.- .:.«-.i. - a::aiii«»l 
thr «»tli»T. \«»w. *«v a -III. •;!!•:• •■;•' ri"*-'-*. tin- nax a^'i- 
cn^aturc-* w- •■.4l.i •»j'inij 'n* ••! :»t.i •'■.' !'.• --^ ' ;. tii'l iIm ii. 
with all till- -♦ JiiM.mri- «'f 'iiij"N«" »' • i --:■••.. th» y w-mh-I 
dra;: liitn •'•»!nt- *\\**\ !:•• • :» •'•«' *'••> !•' •^- ' I'^ii'iJ luni mitli 
fr«»th\ lip-. ah«l -tnkmj Lin :i'' li* : .• !• ii wit'» tin ir hii^«' 
|»aw««. fr-irii which tlii\ W'li.i -. •: .1.^.-* ::'.l -..fnf .if the 
fiailiii««. iiijc.i\«riii^ tile mm -•». w-'itl T. :i.;'' !li«!i» 'ilY l»\ tin* 
navor of the fiNnl. .\lth«>(ijh. in ;:.!i«:.»l. thr-** ;:ame« 
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passed off with little other damage than a torn tunic or a 
bruise more or less severe, at others Jarasch would be so 
Borelv mauled as to be carried off insensible ; nor would he 
again be seen for the remainder of the day. That the com- 
bat was not quite devoid of peril was clear, by the fact that 
several of the sailors were always armed, some with staves, 
others with cutlasses, since, in the event of a bite, and 
bl(Mxl flowing, nothing but immediate and prompt aid could 
save the boy from being devoured. This he knew well, and 
the exercises were always discontinued whenever the slight- 
est cut, or even a scratch, existed in any part of his person. 
Each day seemed to heighten the excitement of these exhi- 
bitions ; for, as Jarasch became more skilful in his defence, 
so did the whelps in the mode of attack ; besides that, their 
growth advanceil with inoroilible rapidity, and soon threat- 
ened to make the amusement no longer practicable. This 
iUsplay over. Sir Dudley played at chess with Ualkett, 
while 1, seated behind him, read aloud some book, — usually 
one of voyages and travels. In the afternoon he went 
below, and studied works in some foreign language of 
which he appeared most eager to acquire a knowledge, and 
I was then or(lere<l to copy out into a book various extracts 
of different routes in all parts of the world : sometimes, the 
m(Hle of crossing a Syrian desert; now the shortest and 
safest way through the wild regions on the shores of the 
Adriatic. At one time the theme would be the steppes of 
Tartary or the snowy plains of the Tkraine;* at another, 
the dangerous passes of the Cordilleras or the hunting- 
grounds of the Mandans. What delightful hours were these 
to me; how full of the very highest interest! The wildest 
adventures were here united with narratives of real events 
and people, presenting human life in aspects the strangest 
and most varied. How different from my old clerkship with 
my father, with the interminable string of bastard and 
bn>ken law Latin I I believe tliat in all my after-life, for- 
tunate as it has l)een in so many respects, I have never 
passed hours more happy than these were. 

In recompense for my secretarial functions, I was free of 
the middle watch ; so that, instead ^ turning into my berth 
at sundown to snatch some sleep before midnight, I eouM 
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loiin^jre aNrntat will, — HomvtimeM druppin^ inU> the stt^^tm^zr 
to liiiU*n to Homi* M*»tiiairH *' yarn *' of Ktoriti and «hipwn*rk, 
but far ofti*m>r, ImmiIc in hand, takin^^ a U*iiiM>n in Fr«*m*h 
from tht* old c<M)k, for wliicli I i»ai<l him in U^in^ **ai<lt*Hlt^ 
cuiaim*; " or, with more hanly indiiMtry, amiiHtin^ our fat 
German mate to |H»liHh up hin Kc^i*nf4l>iir>; piiitob, l»y whirh 
I maile mniiv pro^r(*HH in that toii^ui* of harah ami myatori^ma 
guttnralrt. 

Throti^rh all X\u*tn* «K*<M]p»tionrt the th(Hi(;ht never left me, 

— what c*ould lie the ol»ji»i*t of Sir Dudlev'H (H>ntinuiHl voya- 
gfng? N«» feature of pleasure wan cvrtaitily aMHoc*iat«*«| with 
it; aa little (HMild it U* attrihutiil to the prartiet* of Humtsclin);, 

— the very wju* he had loii^eMt eruirte^l in forhatle that 
notion. It muHt In*, thought I, that other reai^Mi to whieh 
be so darkly alludiHl on the day he ealU*<l me tii hia eahin ; 
and what iHHild that Itc? Never wart iutzenuity mon* tortur«*«l 
than mine )>y thit (*ver-reeurrini; «{Uei4tion ; nintv it in m^eti- 
leaa to tell tiie reailer I wan not then, nor indiNMl for a vi-ry 
long time afterwanU, aopniintetl with th<»m* |iartieulat« i»f 
bia hiatory I have aln-ady jottitl down. ThiM intenvM* run- 
oaitv of mine would douhtle^n havr worn itM*lf out at l:i»t, 
iNJt for a Hlight eirruumtantv o<vurrin^ to keep it Mdl ali\e 
within me. The little Htate-nM»ni in which I UHe«l to write 
lav at one Hide of thfeahin. fr**u\ whieh it i%:i«* enterfil, no 
other meanrt «»f 'jettini! t^t it rxintinL; ; a h«-:ivy ••ilk nirt;iiti 
HUpplit^l the phiiH' <»f :i d<Mir iNtutH'ti th«- tHo. and tii«<,. 
when four o'<"l«H'k ram*-, and my dav'-* work Ha«« !iiii-fM«l. 
wan |«'t d<»wn till th«- fi»ll«>uni.: iii<*iiiin.:. whi ii it i%a«*iit n%ii 
af«ide. th:it Nir |)iidlt\. fi««in tniif !•• Jirn«-. n.i/lit »*v*\ and. if 
iie«*dfiil. HjM'ak uitli Mm-. N«»»*. «»ni .|:i\. u 'i. n *»♦' had U « ii 
alM»ut thrrf \\i-4 lv<* at 04-a. tin- u< .i:ii« 1 U mj nitin>«« 1\ h'lt 
and -^illtrv. Sii l>ii«il«\ iia>I faH< n a'^!**!' HI III-* • -il>in u)ii|i- I 
aat i^ntiiii! a^^av \ i*.'«»rini-l\ witlr.n *^>i 1 U-tilx . I hi ard a 
ahotlt 'in d«'rk : •• lln- wli.ili^' a -lift ••' u ..* i!i. ad ' " 
and iiniiifhat. 1\ tli. -1 i !• n - jttlii .• ••! S«t. an I !!»• hesivv 
hlltn *»f \oii«--», |»f • M ! ,.i,, • I • .. I' r; i'«n aifl ii.!« T«-»t th«' 
'•i:iht <Ti at***!. I ^' it...i .\~. .' !•. •...;. t;.f>i|_'|| th«> little 
oiie-p:in«*<l win«l'»\% !•. •«: ;. ... * it i . I *..u,.| ..• , ma* iho 
jjrrat hill*' hta\ inj *'*».iu a-«. in :i..i ii -t !•• h%*i11, it ri»Ht'ii 
ahuii!. Still th«' iiMi">«- <'>Mittn«i«-il : and. ^\ th«* nurnher aiHl 
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tone of the speakers, I could detect that all the crew were on 
deck, — every one, in fact, save myself. What a disap- 
pointment ! full as my mind was of every monster of land 
and water, burning to observe some of the wonderful things 
I had read so much about, and now destined actually to be 
denied a sight on which my comrades were then gazing ! I 
could endure the thought no longer ; and although my task 
was each morning allotted to me, and carefully examined 
the next day by Sir Dudley, I stepped lightly out on tiptoe, 
and letting fall the curtain so that if he awoke I should not 
be missed, I stole up the ^'companion," and reached the 
deck. 

What a sight was there ! .the whole sea around us was in 
motion with the great monsters, who, in pursuit of a shoal of 
herrings, darted at speed through the blue water, — spouting, 
blowing, and tossing in all the wildest confusion ; here, every 
eye was bent on a calm still spot in the water, where a whale 
had '' sounded," that is, gone down quite straight into the 
depths of the sea ; here, another was seen scarcely covered 
by the water, his monstrous head and back alternately dip- 
ping below or emerging above it ; harpoons and tackle were 
sought out, firearms loaded, and every preparation for 
attack and capture made, but none dared to venture without 
orders, nor was any hardy enough to awake him and ask 
for them. Perhaps the very expectancy on our part in- 
creased the interest, for certainly the excitement of the scene 
was intense, — so much so that I actually forgot all about my 
task, and, without a thought of consequences, was hanging 
eagerly over the taffrail in full enjoyment of the wild scene, 
when the tinkle of the captain's bell startled me, and, to my 
horror, I remembered it was now his dinner hour, and that, 
for the rest of the day, no opportunity would offer of my 
reaching the state-room to finish my writing. 

I was so terrified that I lost all interest in the spectacle, 
whereof, up to that time, my mind was full. It was my first 
delinquency, and had all the poignancy of a first fault. The 
severity I had seen practised on others for even slight in- 
fractions of duty was all before me, and 1 actually debated 
with myself whether it would not be Iwtter to jump over- 
board at once than meet the anger of Sir Dudley. With any 
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one elwi perhaps, 1 should hsYs bethonghl me of some cun- 
niog lie to sooowit for my sbsenoe ; bat he hsd wsnied mr 
sboQl Ujing to dcoehre him, and I well knew he oonld be as 
good as hb word. I had no eourage to tell anj of the sailuia 
mj fanit, and ask tbefa* adviee ; indeed* I anticipated what 
woold be the result : some brutal Jest over mj misfortune, 
some coarse allusion to the fate they had often told me por- 
tended me, since ** no younker had ever gone from land to 
land with Sir Dudley without tasting his hemp fritters." I 
sat down, therefore, beside the bowsprit, where none shuukl 
me, Ui commune alone with my grief, and, if I ooukl, to 
mon up courage to meet my fate. 

Night luul doseil in Home time, and all was tranquil on 
board, when 1 saw llalkett, as was his custom, going aft u» 
the cabin, where he always reroaintHl for an hmir or iwin* 
each evening. It was Just then, I kmiw not how the notimi 
oecurrMl, Imt it struck me tlmt if I muki k>wer myself ii%'er 
the skle, I might l>e able to creep thniugb the little wimiow 
into the state*r«Mim« sihI carry awsy tht* psfier tii finish it 
before morning. I kist little time in matting about my pkH ; 
and having nuule fast a n»|M* t4> one cif tht* clews, I kiwermi 
myself fearlessly i>ver tlie Kuiiwale, ami imshintf «>|M*n the 
little sssh, which was uiifartU*ai*<l« I Mmm maiiaKiMl i • itiiN*rt 
my head ami shuukleni, ami, witlmut any (litlk*ulty draisiciiii: 
my biMly slowly sfter, enten*<l iIh* Mtat^^mom. So loiitf ms 
the dsntfiT of till* ««nter|iriH«* aiiil it** ilillliMilty laMti^l, m* l«iim 
my r«Mira;;«* waM liiifh ami my heart ff»rlr<«rt; Imt wlim I 
sat down in tin* little ilurk nMiin. ^'unvlv v<*titiiriiij !•• 
bresthe, \vn\ I mIhuiIiI U* <iwrli<*:inL :ilni<*-l afnii<l t'l t>»iii-h 
the |ia|ieni on the tuliU*. U-nX tlirir niHtlhiL' tM>i?M* rthoiiltl U'ir:iy 
me, how wai* thin terror iiii-n*a*M*«l whrn I nrtimllv IhupI tin* 
vok^hi of Sir l>ii«ll«*y An<l Ihilkitt Ji- |iliiiiil\ :**• tlioiii:li I were 
In tin* ealiin lM*!«i<li> thnii ! 

** Ami ti4i, ifalkitt." oai.l Sir hull. v. " \<iii tiiink this 
ezpi«<lititin will U- n- rrmttt-H^ :i« ti tli« r<«' " 

** I <k>, nir/* itaiil the ••(Int. m :i lo\%. •Ih.T'JihI ttine. 

*' Ami vet vou wrrr xUv \«rv iii:ifi mU** viw*nrvk)Zr*\ me to 
make it:*' 

** Ami what of that? Of tii«i ihiiiL'-*. I tliiHitiht it nmiv 
likely that he sIhmiM U- the lrsil«*r of a liami to a n*giment 
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iu Canada than be a Faquino on the Mole of Grenoa. A 
fellow like him ooold scarcely fall so low as that.** 

^^Ue shall fall lower, by Heaven, if 1 live!** said Sir 
Dudley, in a voice rendered guttural with deep passion. 

'^Take care you fall not with him, sir,*' said Halkett, in a 
tone of warning. 

'' And if I should, — for what else have I lived these three 
last years ? In that pursuit have I perilled health and life, 
satisfied to lose both if I but succeed at last." 

'" And how do you mean to proceed? For, assuredly, if he 
be attached to the regiment at Kingstown, he '11 hear of you, 
from some source or other. You remember when we all 
but had him at Torlosk, and yet he heard of our coming 
before we got two posts from Warsaw ; and again, at ' Forli,' 
we had scarce dropped anchor off Rimini when he was up 
and away.** 

'' I *11 go more secretly to work this time, Halkett ; hitherto 
I have been slow to think the fellow a coward. It is so 
hard to believe anything so base as a man bereft of every 
trait of virtue : now I see clearly that he is so. I '11 track 
him, not to offer him the chances of a duel, but to hunt 
him down as I would a wild beast. I '11 proceed up the river 
in the disguise of an itinerant merchant, — one of those 
pedler fellows of which this land is full, — taking the Irish 
dog along with me.** 

*' Of whom, remember, you know nothing, sir,*' interposed 
Halkett. 

'* Nor need to know,** said he, impatient at the interrup- 
tion. *' Ia^I him play me false, let uie only suspect that he 
means it, and my reckoning with him will be short. I have 
watche<l him closely of late, and I see the fellow*8 curiosity 
is excited about us: he is evidently on the alert to learn 
something of our object in this voyage ; but the day he gains 
the knowledge, Tom, will be his last to enjoy it. It is a 
cheap process if we are at sea, — a dark night and an eigh- 
teen-i)ound shot ! If on shore, I *11 readily find some one to 
take the trouble off my hands.** 

It may be imagined with what a sensation of terror I 
heard these words, feeling that my actual position at the 
moment would have decideil my fate, if discovered; and 
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yet, with all this, I could not stir, nor make an effort to 
leave the spot ; a fascination to hear the remainder of the 
conversation had thoroughly bound me as by a spell ; and 
in breathless anxiety I listened, as Sir Dudley resumed : 

" You, with Heckenstein and the Greek, must follow, 
ready to assist me when I need your aid ; for my plan is 
this : I mean to entice the fellow, on pretence of a pleasure 
excursion, a few miles from the town, into the bush, there 
to bind him hand and foot, and convey him, by the forest 
tracks, to the second ' portage,' where the batteaux are 
stationed, by one of which — these Canadian fellows are 
easily bribed — we shall drop down to Montreal. There the 
yacht shall be in waiting all ready for sea. Even without 
a wind, three days will bring us off the Island of Orleans, 
and as many more, if we be but fortunate, to the Gulf. 
The very worst that can happen is discovery and detection ; 
and if that ensue, I '11 blow his brains out." 

*'*' And if we succeed in carrying him off. Sir Dudley, what 
then > " 

*' I have not made up my mind, Halkett, what I'll do. 
I *ve thought of a hundred schemes of vengeance ; but, con- 
found it, I must be content with one only, though fifty deaths 
would not satisfy my hate." 

"I'd put a bullet through his skull, or swing him from 
the yard arm, and make an end of it," said Halkett, 
roughly. 

'' Not I, faith ! He shall live ; and, if I can have my will, 
a long life too. His own government would take charge of 
him at ' Irkutsk,' for that matter, at the quicksilver mines; 
an<l they say the diseased bones, from the absorption of 
that poison, is a terrible punishment. Hut I have a better 
notion still. Do vou remember that low island off the east 
shore of the Niger, where the negro fellows live in log huts, 
threshing the water all day to keep the caymans from the 
rice-grounds? " 

''The devil!" exclaimed Halkett; ''you'll not put him 
there?" 

" I have thought of it very often," said Sir Dudley, 
calmly. " He 'd see his doom before him every day, and 
dream of it each night too. One cannot easily forget that 
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horrid swamp, alive and movini: with those roptilos! It was 
m*l\i two moDthis ere 1 (\^uld fall asleep at iiiiiht without 
st:irtiii<r up in tern»r at the lliouiiht i>f them." Sir l>udU*y 
arose as he said this, and walkeil the cabin with im|>atieni 
stvps; sometimes as he pasM^l his arm would irnize the 
curtain and shake it^ folds, and tln-n my heart lea|HHl to my 
lUiMith in very terror. At last, with an effort that 1 felt a8 
the last rhani*e of life, 1 seeuriil the pa^H^rs in my lH)som« 
ami, standin«r up on the seat, crept through the window, and, 
after a seonn<.rs delay to ailjust the rope. clamU^red up the 
sitle, and piined the deck umdiservtHl. It i^ouhl not have 
bei'U real fatijrue, for there was little or no exertion in the 
feat; hut yet such was my state ot exhaustion that I crept 
over to the boat that was fasteneil midships, and, lying down 
in her. on a coil of cattle, slept soundly till morning. If my 
boyish experiences had familiarized my mind with sehemes 
of vengeance as terrible as ever fiction fabricatetl, I had 
yet to learn that ''gentlemen" cherisheii such feelings; and 
I own the discovery jrave me a tremendous shcK'k. That 
some awful debt of injury was on Sir Dudley's mind was 
clear enough, antl that I was to Iks iti some capacity or other, 
an aid to him in ac([uitting it, was a fact 1 was more con- 
vinced of than pleas(Hl at. Neither did I fancy his notions 
of summary justice, — perhaps it was my legal education ha<l 
prejudiced me in favor of more formal procetHlings ; but 
I saw with a most constitutional horror the function of 
justice, jury, and executioner in the hands of one single 
individual. 

So impressed was I with these thoughts that had I not 
been on the high seas, I shouhl inevitably have run for it. 
Alas, however, the banks of Newfoundland — which, after 
all I had heard mentioned on our voyage, I imagineil to be ' 
grassy slopes glittering with daisies, and yellow with daffo- 
dils — are but sand heaps some two hundred fathoms dowP 
in '' tlie ocean blue; "and all one ever knows of them 
the small geological specimens brought up on the talloir 
en<1 of the deep-sea leail. KscaiHs therefore, was for t 
present out of the question; but the steady determi 
tion to attempt it was spared me by a circumstance f 
<x^eurred about a week later. 
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After some days of calm, common enough in these lati- 
tudes, a slight but steady breeze set in from the northeast, 
which bore us up the Gulf with easy sail till we came in 
sight of the long, low island of Anticosti, which, like some 
gigantic monster, raises its dark, misshapen beach above 
the water. Not the slightest trace of foliage or verdure to 
give it a semblance to the aspect of land. Two dreary- 
looking log-houses, about eighteen miles apart, remind one 
that a refuge for the shipwrecked is deemed necessary in 
this dangerous channel; but, except these, not a trace 
exists to show that the foot of man had trod that dreary 
spot. 

The cook's galley is sure to have its share of horrors 
when a ship ^^lies to" near this gloomy shore; scarcely a 
crew exists where some one belonging to it has not had a 
messmate wrecked there ; and then, the dreadful narratives 
of starvation, and strife, and murders, were too fearful to 
dwell on. Among the hoiTors recorded on every hand all 
agreed in speaking of a terrible character who had never 
quitted the island for upwards of forty years. He was a 
sailor who had committed a murder under circumstances of 
great atrocity, and dared not revisit the mainland, for fear 
of the penalty of his guilt. Few had ever seen him ; for 
years back, indeed, he had not been met with at all, and 
rumor said that he was dead. Still, no trace of his body 
could be found, and some inclined to the opinion that he 
might at last have made his escape. 

He was a negro, and was described as possessing the 
strength of three or four men ; and although the proverbial 
exaggeration of sailors might, and very probably did, color 
these narratives, the sad fate of more than one party who 
had set out to capture him, gave the stories a terrible air of 
ti'uth. The fear of him was such that although very liberal 
terms had been offered to induce men to take up their abode 
in the island to succor the crews of wrecked vessels, none 
could be found to accept the post ; and even at the period 
when I visited these seas, and after a long lapse of years 
since the Black Boatswain liad been seen, no one would 
venture. 

The story went that his ghost still wandered there, and 
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that at night, when the storm was high, and the waves of 
the Gulf sent the spray over that low and dreary island, his 
cries could be heard, calling aloud to " shorten sail," to 
*' brace round the yards, close the hatchways," mingled 
with blasphemies that made the ver}^ hair stand on end. 

If the reader, armed with the triple mail of incredulity, 
so snugly ensconced in his easy-chair, before a sea-coal fire, 
can afford to scoff at such perils, not so did I, as I sat in a 
comer of the galley, gathering with greedy ears the horrors 
that fell on every side, and now and then stealing out to 
cast a glance over the bulwarks at the long low bank of 
sand, which seemed more like an exhalation from the water 
than a solid mass of rock and shingle. 

I have said that a feeling of rivalry existed between the 
Moorish boy, El Jarasch, and myself ; and although I endured 
the scoffs and sneers at first with a humility my own humble 
garb and anomalous position enforced, I soon began to feel 
more confidence in myself, and that species of assurance a 
becoming dress seems somehow to inspire ; for I was now 
attired like the rest of the crew, and wore the name of the 
yacht in gold letters on my cap, as well as on the breast of 
my waistcoat. 

The hatred of El Jarasch increased with every day, and 
mutual scoffs and gibes were the only intercourse between 
us. More than once, Halkett, who had always befriended 
me, warned me of the boy, and said that his Moorish blood 
was sure to make his vengeance felt ; but I only laughed at 
his caution, and avowed myself ready to confront him when 
and however he pleased. Generosity was little wasted on 
either side, so that when one day, in a fierce encounter with 
the lions, El Jarasch received a fall which broke one of his 
ribs, and was carried in a state of insensibility to his berth, 
I neither pitied him nor regretted his misfortune. I affected 
even to say that his own cowardice had rendered the crea- 
tures more daring, and that had he preserved a bolder front 
the mischance would have never occurred. These vauntings 
of mine, coupled 'with an avowed willingness to take his 
place, came to Sir Dudley's ears on the third evening 
after the accident, and he immediately sent for me to his 
cabin. 
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** Is it true, nirrali/* Kai<l ho, in a bamh, uiiploaiiaut voii*«« 
** that you haw Ihh*ii joMtiii^ alniut .laraiM*h, and Haying that 
you wert* roaily in tuki* rhar^** of tlit* wholfM in hii« Htead?*' 

** It in," Httiil I, unnworin^ tM>th (|Ui^tionrt t4»^i*tht*r. 

** You Hhall «lo H4» to-morrow, thon,'* ri'iilitMl hf, nolvmnly ; 
^* tak(* ran* that you mn do Koniothin^; as wi*ll anlNiant!'* 
ami with thii« h«* ni<»tiont*<l nit* to U*uvi* tin* (*»)>in. 

I at on<v rt*|>airiil to th** rtltvrafrt* t4> rc|M»rt my int«*rvi«*w 
to the iiu*n, who wen* all more frit*ndly with me thiin with tiM* 
*• Moor.** Many w«*n» thr (M»uiiHi*li« I n»<vivt*il ulMiiit lii>w I 
aboultl (NMidurt myiM'lf the next morning; H«»m«* uHm-rtni^ 
that, an it waa my tlrnt tim«*, I eould not U* t4M» ^mtlr with 
th«* animaU, uvoidiii^ the rtli^ht«'Ht rink of hurtiiiL: tlinii. and 
even iiufT«*rin^ th«*ir roujrh play without any fITort t«' thivk 
it. OtherM, on th«> rontnirv. advimMl me at oncv t«> m^'U tlie 
maiiterv over th«* lH-UMti«, and liv two or thn*«* m*vrn* IcHiMina 
to tea(*h th«*m eaution, if not n*H|N*et. Thin ctMinm*!, I (»wn, 
chimed in i»ith mv own notion?*, and uIho U'ttrr ae<*«>nl«Ml 
witli what, aft4*r mv hit** vauntiiiL^. I f«*lt to U* mv tlutv. 

It wan alt4»u«'th«'r u v«*ry iiiixioim ni^ht with m«*, not i*x- 
actlv thnMi^h frar, Ih*<*iui«««' I kii«*w, ah th<* men w<*n* alwnvn 

* • 

reaily with th«*ir armn loadtMl, lif«* rt»iild not N* |H*iilliH|, and 
I i\u\ not dn'a^l th«* intliftion *»( :i mm* nprniii ••! frnrtiin* ; 
but I fi-lt it wan an t»rdf!il wlirn*iii mv f:im«* Ha>« at *«take. 
Wen* I to aopiit mvM'lf m-ll. thrn* ^oiild U* tin nid fon*vi«r 
of th<»^* iiixiittiii:: :iir<t 'if •«ii|H*ri«>f it\ t)i«' M<Nin^li Uiv ha<l 
aaauniol to\«:ird« iii«'. Wh«r«>af4 if I faijrd. I iiiiixt rtin««4*nt 
to lM*ar hi<« tuniil<« :itid «<ar<':i>«in^ i^ithoiit :i iniiniMir. 

In oiH* |N»iht oiil\ till* :i«l\it>«* iif :ill t!i«' rn-M :i.:rt«*«l. vitiuh 
waa, that th«* f«-in:il«' <-iih. rnii« 'i ):ir'j* r :iii>t iipin* f« r*H>ioti4 
than till* ni:ilf. hIi.hiI.I iniin- p.i' 1 1< lil.u I\ «ii rnand mv «iat«-h- 
flllnoiM. •* If ••h*' •^riritrli \..|. I. .\ . Mirti.l that \oi| dc^ltt,** 

Aaitl an "Id l>:iiii-h •^ail-^r. wh» !.»l 'h . II l..ii_' •Ml tilt \fri<*an 

C*l>aflt. Ihl- •MUtl'Mi W .i-« ■ • •• - '.I '* I '■•. i!" »' 1. ft ••.•I \ III;* ti» 

folhiw it» dh t:it.-, I "tiiMi. l ::i * . "w '..irirti« •< k. t<i <ln*am 
of iMiml^at** all- 1 *■ it!l« •» '.'.1 •.. • :..- 

I wan rail\ a-tir. ^.iniii/ m .? . i -ihll. ii ••t.nrt. I had 

been dnsiminc "f a lioti-hnrit. .i*. I fi* i I htaril the dei*|>* 

muutht-d r«>:iriii<^ of ttif iN-a-t** in a i>nijl«- . and. trtii* eooUKb, 
a loKi, iiioiii>toti4»Uf« Ixiwl r.tmr fruii thr plaiv when* tte 
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animals lay, for it was now tiie fourth morning of their 
being eonOned without having been once at liberty. 

I had just completed my dressing, — the costume was 
simply a short pair of loose trousers, hands, arms, and feet 
bare, and a small Fez cap on my head, — when Halkett 
came down to mc to say that he had been speaking to Sir 
Dudley about the matter, and that as I had never yet ac- 
customed myself to the whelps, it was better that I should 
not begin the acquaintance after they had been four days 
in durance. *' At the same time," added Halkett, " he 
gives you the choice ; you can venture if you please." 

'* I Ve made up my mind," said I. '* I *m sure I 'm able 
for anvthinj' the black fellow can do." 

"My advice to you, boy." said he, *'is to leave them 
alone. Those Moorish chaps are the creatures' countrymen, 
and have almost the same kind of natures, — they are 
stealthy, treacherous, and cruel. They never trust anything, 
man or beast ! " 

"" No matter," said I. "I'm as strong as he is, and my 
courage is not less." 

" If you will have it so, I have nothing to say, — indeed, I 
promised Sir Dudley I 'd give you no advice one way or 
other; so now get the staff from Jarasch, and come on 
deck." 

The staff was a short thick truncheon of oak, tipped with 
brass at each end, and the only weapon ever used by the 
boy in his encounters. 

'"' So you're going to take my place!" said the black 
fellow, while his dark eyes were lighted up like coals of 
fire, and his white teeth glanced between his purple lips. 
" Don't hurt my poor pet cubs ; be gentle with them." 

'* Where 's the staff? " said I, not liking the tone in which 
he spoke, or well knowing if he affected earnest or jest. 

"There it is," said he; " but your white hands will be 
enough without that. You'll not need the weapon the 
cowanl used ! " and as he spoke, a kind of shuddering con- 
vulsion shook his frame from head to foot. 

" Come, come," said 1, stretching out my hand, " I ought 
not to have called you a coward, Jarasch, — that you are 
not! I ask you to forgive me; will you?" 
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He never H|M>ke, t»tit iieHtled lower dowu iu Uie hAttiiii«K.*k« 
00 that I (*(>ul(l not «*v(*ii m*v Um (iuv. 

*'Tbere, Uiey *n* railing iiu» aln^sMly. I inuitt Ih« ott\ I^»i 
lit Hhake limufin aiitl In* friiMidH tliirt time at U*ajit. Wlu-ii 
you're well ami u|»« ur run tight it out aU>ut «oim*thitig 
elm» I ** 

** KiiMt tiie, then/* Hiiid he; un<l though 1 hail no fanev f«>r 
tlie emhnuv, or tht* t«»ne it wuh ttHki*«l in. I 1«*iiii<m1 i>vi*i th«' 
bainni(H*k, :in«l whilr he iila(M*il <>n«* arm round inv neck, and 
drew me ttiwunln him, 1 kiKm*d hin forrhmiL tuid he innu*, 
in true M<M»rir«h fn.<«hion ; and not H<»rrv to huvi> ma<le mv 
|>facv viith my only «-nrmy, 1 rttepfMHl u|» the ladd«*r with a 
light heart and a firm roiir:iu«*. 

I little kni'U wliat h««M| I had for )M»th! Whvn .l»r:i<M*h 
hail put hi» arm :in»und my n«M*k. 1 di«l n<»t know tliat h«* 
IumI inrnTtt-*! hii^ h:in«l Uiirath tht* <*oniir of mv i«hirt, ian«l 
drawn a Ion;: Htrt'ak of )»I<mm1 fr<»m hin «»wn v«*in arnmt niv 
liai'k U'tmM'U mv ^houl<l«'IH. Whi-n I urriv«N| on d«s*k, it 
wait to ii-iM'ivr th«' (*iinL'ratiilation*« **t \\u* eri*w, wlio w«*re all 
Atniek witli mv miiMulat arm<« and Ir^M, and vilio unani- 
UIouhIn pn»nounet'<i that I wa** fat tittvr to fXereirM* the 
^lMd|m than ^tin th«- M«Nir. 

Sir l>udl«-v f«aid nothinsz. A *«hoit n<H| ^nM*t«'«l m«* a«t I 
eanie tow^uidM him, and th«*n h** »:i\id ni<* hark with hiA 
Imiid, —a niotjtin whi«-h. havin;: •*<>in«-tliin;: <'itnifm|itn«>UH 
in it, paint'd ni«* arntt-lv at tht ni"in«iii. I h.id not ninrli 
titlH*, hom-viT. t«» Midulu!'" -^nt h !•«.. •!.:-. 1 h»- w!i«lp«» xwt*' 
alrea^lv on dr«*k. and -|'ini;jnii: ni:i'll\ at th»' \%iHi.h n l^ai-^ of 
their rrtj^i* for h)>«'rt\. l-.a-ji-i n-* tin iii-« l\i— . I }ia-t«iiid tt» 
unlMilt thi* i\i*»*i an>l •%«'! tilt Ml fit t-. 

\o •MH>n«'r %\*'W tlii'V at \:ivj* thari !}ii \ ••• t ••!? downon** 
nh\v «»f th«- 'hik and up tti» *'\ii*-. • i •.•in^- a! full n|HM*«l, 
rlearniL' with a U'lmd what»\«' -v--i iit il.«ii v%a\. and 
wtM*ti h\ anv • h:iti«f tim-. ?it ■ . i- •'. -!• 'ii'ifi:^' f'»r ao 

iniitant til «tati w tth ;.•! I'lt.j • \' - I i "\^.i.i!i,' «i -^ti lU . hihI 
then, rlthtr pa-'^ni;^ -t«altlr.'.\ n' 1 H\.it.\ pa-t. .If . in»- W(»ukl 
rnMH*h i»lilh- tli«- ••thi 1 *\» %:*'\ m »' a •^I'lnj. and •-» <»ff 
auain. In all thi<* I ha>l ii> paM t.> ;>:i\. I <-.mi|.| mdtii^ 
rail thrin !«a« k. likt- .laraM-li. i»li-.-. \ .uf thry knew, nor 
luul 1 hi** dfXtrritv in eatrhin.: th*:n am thev wrnU 
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throwing all manner of gambob over and npon tbem, as be 
did. 

I felt this po^aantly, the more as I sair, or tbonght I 
saw, Sir Dadley's eyes npoD me more than once, with an 
expression of disdainful pity. At last, the great tub which 
contained tbe creatures' fo«>d was wheeled forward ; and no 
sooner had the men retired than tbe quick-scented animals 
were on the spot, — so rapidly, indeed, that I had barely 
time to seat myself, cross-legged, on the lid, when they ap- 
proached, and with stately step walked round the vessel, 
staring as it were in surprise at the new figure who disputed 
their meal with them. 

At last, the male placed one paw on the lid, and with tbe 
other tapped me twice or thrice on the shoulder with the 
kind of gentle, pattering blow a cat will sometimes use with 
a mouse. It was a sort of mild admonitiou to '' leave that," 
nothing of hostility whatever being annouuced. 

I replied by imitating the gesture, so far as a half-closed 
fist would permit, and struck him on the side of tbe head. 
He looked grave at this treatment, and, slowly descending 
from his place, he lay down about a yard off. Meanwhile 
the female, who had been smelling and sniCHng round and 
round tbe tub, made an effort to lift the lid with her head, 
and, failing, began to strike it in sharp, short blows with her 
paw ; the excitement of her face, and the sturdy position of 
her hind legs, showing that her temper was chafed at the 
delay. To increase her rage, I pushed the lid a few inches 
InK'k ; anil as tbe uavyry sU-iun nrnse. Ihc cn'^iliiri' i;ii''\ 
more eager, and at liist nttractixl tht.^ otln-r lo \hr >^["■t. 

It was quite clear that hunger was the passion U|iperm<M| 
with them, and that tlicy had not yet ooDoecled ni» with thv 
cause of their diaapiKnntmeiit ; for they labc ~ 

devices to insert a paw or to ptinasli tbe I 
noticed me In the least. Wearie<) ot | 
them to play, aiul angry at 1 
fested to me. I sprung from I" 
the tub, Hung it ba<'k. 
beatltt in thi> mest : the 
thv midNt of the tub, and 1 
gurgling growl peculiar U | 



L 
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to my feet, and, springiug on one side, struck her a heavy 
blow on the top of the head. Twice or thrice the same 
attack, with the same result, followed ; and at each blow a 
gallant cheer from the men gave me fresh courage. 

The beast was now excited to a dreadful degree ; but her 
very passion favored me, for her assaults were wilder and 
less circumspect than at first. At length, just as I was 
again making the side leap by which I had escaped, my foot 
slipi)ed, and I fell. I was scarcely down ere she was upon 
me, not, as before, to strike with her paws, but with a rude 
shock she threw herself across me, as if to crush me by her 
weight ; while her huge head and terrific mouth, frothy and 
steaming, lay within a few inches of my face. 

Ilalkett and two others advanced to my rescue; but I 
bade them go back and leave me to myself, for I was only 
wearied, not conquered. For some minutes we lay thus; 
when at length, having recovered strength once more, I 
grasped the whelp's throat with l)oth hands, and then by a 
tremendous efifort threw her back, and rolled myself upper- 
most. She soon shook herself free, however, and turned 
upon me : 1 was now on my knees, and with the staff I dealt 
her a fierce blow on the leg. A terrific howl followed, and 
she closed with me in full fury. Seizing my shirt, she tore 
it away from my breast, and with her paw upon the frag- 
ment, ripped it in a hundred pieces. I endeavored to catch 
her by the throat once more, but failed, and rolled over on my 
face, and in doing so, disclosed the bloody streak between 
my shoulders ; she saw it, and at the same instant sprang on 
me. I felt her teeth as they met in my neck, while her ter- 
rible cry, the most appalling ears ever heard, rang through 
mv brain. 

*' Save him! Save him! She's killing him!" were now 
heard on every side; but none dared to fire for fear of 
wounding me, and the terrible rage of the animal deterred 
all from approaching her. The struggle was now a life-and- 
death one ; and alternately falling and rolling, we fought — 
I cannot tell how, for the blood blinded me as it came 
from a wound in my forehead ; and I only felt one firin pur- 
pose in my heart: "If I fall, she shall not survive me." 
Several of the sailors came near enough to strike her with 

VOL. I. — 9 
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their cutUnmM ; Imt the«e wounils only incresMd her im|C«« 
aiid I cried to tiioni U* di*DUt. 

»' Shoot her! put a bullet Uiniutch her!** cried llalkrtl. 
'' lA'i none dan* ti> rthoot htT! " crietl Sir Dudley, loudly. I 
JuHt lieanl them* wonU, ari, after a fierce alni|CKle« in whirh 
she had H«'i/.i*<t iiic Uy the nhiiulder, I fell af^ainat the bulwmrk. 
Witli a luMt flTort 1 Hla;;^en*<l to my kneea, dung o|ien tiir 
gangway, and thru, with an «*xertioii that to myttvlf aernKHl 
uiv vvrv laHt f>n earth* I m*ize4l hi*r bv tlie tlinwt and hurled 
her baekwardn into the H<*a. On haiida and kneee I Usaord 
forwanl to M.*e her aH the nipi<l <iulf-atreain, hurrying uih 
ward U» the <icean, bon* hi*r away : and then, aa my eighi 
grew fainter, 1 fell Imek u|»«»n tiie deck, and believed 1 «a« 
dying. 





"MEANS AND MEDITATIONS." 

r was the sfponti evetiiiiK after 
my lion advi'ndire, and I was 
stretched in my hammock in a 
liiw, hnlf-torpiil atnto, not a limb nor a ioint in all my body 
that hnil not its own peculiar pain: while a sharp wonnd 
in my nwk. and anolher still deeper one in the fleshy part of 
my shiiiilder. had just Wgun that propess callM " nnion," 
— i>np whieh, I am bonnd to aav, however satisfactory hi 
n-siilt. is often very painful in its progress. The slinhtest 
chanjre of position (tave me intolerable anguish, as I lay, 
with Hosod eyes and cro»se<I hnnils. not a bad resemblaDOe 
of tlioue stone saints one sees ii{M>n olil tombatoaes. 
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My faculties were clear and acute, ho that, having abuoo 
daiit leibure for tlie occupation, I bail noUiing iMftter U* clo 
than take a brief ri'troii|>ect of my late life. Such reviews 
art* rurt*ly sat im factory, or rather, (»ne rarely thinkn of uiak- 
\u^ them whni XUv ** MH>ri' of the ptiHt" ih in our favor. I'p 
ti> thiH monifiit it was rli*ur I had ^aineti little but «*x|i«^ 
rirtiiv ; I had htart«il li^ht, and I hiul iuN|uire<l nothing, loivr 
a Honu'what \iorM* o|i|iii(Mi nf the worUI and a gr«*at«*r 
de^rt't' of c<>ntid«'im' in myself. I had but one way of 
balttiicin}^ my a(M*(»unt >%ith Fortun«\ which wan by ai»kitii; 
uiyiH'lf, ** Would I undo th«* past, if in my |miw«t? \Vou1«I I 
wiith timv ni<»r«' to \h' hack in mv * father'^ mud isliticv/ 
now di;:<p!ni;: a drain, now drauiir^ an indictmrnt, — a kiinl 
of |mf<t(»ial |H-tiif«»i:*^«-r. with «Mir ftnit in a |M»tiito furn»w, 
and th«* othrr in |Htl\ ^r*«^i<»n^? " I ^toutlv naid, **Nc»!" a 
UioUf«and tiuM's *' no! " to thir* i|u«'r«tion. 

1 c«»uld not a;*k ni\*««-lt a** t«» niv nrrfereiKv for a uni\vr?«itv 

• • • m 

carrtT, for inv rolh-jr lilr had t-tinrhidiMl abrufitly, in i^pitt* «if 
nn* ; but ntill. dutnii: my ti»wn «*\|H*ri('n(VH 1 haw eiit»u^li 
t4> l«a\<- m«- no m'^'i*!*. at haxni:: «|uitt4'd thr nuiH4*H. Tht* 
lifr of a *• i»ki|»." a-« tin I linity mm hav«' it, - rir,- i:y|».. f«Hr 
thf <ti«-«k ^loid >»ij:nif\nii' a '• vultun-,** Ih tmlv rvniovt^ 
bv a thni !«h«M't of •^ilvrr |>a)N-i from that of :i ruhni tuiy in a 
oilht't ; f*o|»ii>UH punifiK Ihn^ an«l >\i**v\ |iit»L: U in:^ th«* firnt 
two arti«h"* of voui nairant; \\liil«- in r**mu' i«'««iH»«»ti* tlir 
niaiiti** l»a*» a nntiiial :»t|\ :int;i,:« "\* \ tiiin **i\ -li«»rr. A 
nkip i"' ni\:oi.iMv i\|M«ti«l !•• n;N«i.i in ■♦ ** .it dt-«-i ti»»n '* 
for III** iiia-tif*'» Imh. If. and l«* alw.iX" thra-lnd w Ji» h thi-y 
nri- ritli* f di-«"\'fi'l "f t'nii "Ut a-l\i '-«••. < hi tlii-» |t*»nil 
hi- «.|ii«-iti..i. I- |Mtt..t!N •• Sj. I't.ii. ; *• I. lit, unlia|*ptlj 
ti«>, h«' I- t\|M.!..l t ' !•. a |.. •:.'! ri.iir.T ..f tfutli nn all 
4ith«'r .it .a-h'h-. II ' i" -..•.«!..»■ ' »'l. iria-minh an i| 
IH oiiK til a fi.il/- J- li'.k'- •■ ■■••"• ■ •' • '.' «•"•' t»»drfeiMl 
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Thirdly, a good skip invariably obtains credit for his 
master at "Foles's" chop-house; while, in his own proper 
capacity, he would not get trust for a cheese-paring. 

Fourthly, a skip is supposed to be born a valet, as some 
are born poets, — to have an instinctive aptitude for all the 
details of things he has never seen or heard of before ; so 
that when he applies Warren's patent to French leather 
boot8, polishes silver witii a Hath brick, blows the fire with 
a quarto, and cuts caiulles with a razor, he finds it passing 
strange that he should be "had up" for punishment. To 
be fat without food, to be warm without fire, to be wake- 
ful without sleep, to be clad without clothes, to be known as 
a vagabond, and to pass current for unblemished honesty, 
to be praised as a liar, and then thrashed for lying, — is too 
much to expect at fifteen years of age. 

Lastly, as to Betty's I had no regrets. The occupation 
of horse-boy, like the profession of physic, has no '' avenir." 
The utmost the most aspiring can promise to himself is to 
hold more horses than his neighbors, as the Doctor's success 
is to order more "senna." There is nothing beyond these; 
no higher path opens to him who feels the necessity for an 
" upward course." It is a ladder with but one round to it! 
No, no ; I was right to " sell out " there. 

My steeplechase might have led to something, — that is, I 
might have become a jockey ; but then, again, one's light 
weight, like a "contralto" voice, is sure to vanish after 
a year or two; and then, from the heyday of popularity, 
you sink down into a bad groom or a fourth-rate tenor, just 
as if, after reaching a silk gown at the bar, a man had to 
begin life again as crier in the Exchequer! Besides, in 
all these various walks I should have had the worst of 
all "trammels," a patron. Now, if any resolve had thor- 
oughly fixed itself in my mind, it was this : never to have a 
patron, never to be bound to any man who, because he had 
once set you on your legs, should regulate the pace you were 
to walk through a long life. To do this, one should be bom 
without a particle of manhood's spirit , — absolutely without 
volition ; otherwise you go through life a living lie, talking 
sentiments that are not yours, and wearing a livery in your 
heart as well as on your back ! 
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take the fellow asbore with me alone; oeither you nor 
they have any right to questioo what you are not to 
witness.' " 

" Well, wbeu I get back to Eleinore, it's to a prison aud 
heavy irons I shall go for life, that 'b certain ; but T 'd face 
it all rather than live the life we've done now for twenty 
months patit." 

" Hush ! speak low 1 " said the other. " I suppose others 
are weary uf it as well as yuu. Many a man has to live a 
bad life just because he started badly," 

" I 'm sorry for the boy! " sighed the Dane; " he was a 
bold and fearless fellow." 

"I am sorry for biin too. It was an evil day for him 
when he joined us. Well, well, what would be have become 
if he had livetl a year or two on board ! " 

" lie has no father nor mother," said the Dane, " that's 
something. I lost ipine, too, when I was nine years old ; and 
it maile me the reckless devil I became ever after. I was n't 
sixteen when the crew of the ' Tre-Rroner ' mutinied, and I led 
the party that cut down the first lieutenant. It was a moon- 
light night. Just as it might be now, in the middle watch, 
and Lieutenant <£ldenstrom was sitting aft, near the wheel, 
bumming a tune. I walked aft, with my cutlass in one 
band, and a pistol in the other ; but just as I stepped up the 
qturterKleck my foot slipped, and the cutlasa fell with a 
fllaak on the deck. 

" ' Wbiit. '» tlmt? ' cried the lieutenant. 

'•Feihorir, nir, mole nf the watch.' said I, standing fast 
where 1 was. * It 'n shonliiit: fsi*' ahciid, sir.' 
' what a coast ! ' 
■■bfto t mnetliuig better than that? ' 

up angrily ; but 
down again at his 
tbniii^h hi" l>raiii. 
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"Poor fellow, hie iniml i« wandering," muttered Halkett 
to himself. " Come, my lad, try aud put on your clotliea, — 
here 'n your jacket ; " and with that he lifted me from my 
haiiituock, aud bcgau to help me to dresB. 

•■ I was dreaming, lialkett," said I, " that Sir Dudley sent 
ine adrift in the punt, mid lired at me with the ewivel, bat 
that you rowed out and saveil me." 

"That's just it!" said Halkett, with an enei^y that 
showed how the sup|>oi»ed dream imposed upon him. 

" You put me ashore on Anticosti, Halkett," said I ; " but 
was n't that cruel ! — the Black Iloatswaiu is there." 

" Never fear the Black Boatswain, my lad, be 'a dead years 
afio ; and it strikea me you 'II steer a course in life where 
old wiveu' tales never laid down the Boundinifs." 

■> 1 can always be brave when I want it, Halkett," said I, 
lettiii(^ ont a bit of my |ieculiar philosophy; but 1 saw be 
didn't understand my st^eech, and I went on with my 
dressing in silence. 

Halkett meanwhile continued to give me advice about the 
island, and the Ir^-housee, and the signal-ensign ; in fact, 
about all that could possibly concern my safety and speedy 
esca[)e, concluding with a warning to me, never to divulge 
that anything but a mere accident had been the occasion of 
my being cast away. "This for your own sake and for 
mine to<i. Con," said he ; " for one day or other he," — he 
pointed t4> the after-cabin, — "he'd know it, and then it 
would fare badly with some of us." 

"Why not come too, Halkett?" said I; " this life is as 
hateful to you as to myself." 

" Hash, boy ; no more of that," said he, with a <legree of 
emotion which I had never witnessed in him Itefore. " Make 
yonrMir warm and snug, for you mustn't take any Miiare 
doUii-x. or yi'ii 'il I"- nuhpected by whoever takes you off the 
berT<'» my hmri'ly-Oask and a tinder-boi; that's a 
timall bag of biffuit, — for you '11 take six or seven hours to 
reach th« Iog<hou««, — .lod here is a pistol, with some {wiwder 
and ball. Coow aliiog, now, or shall I carry you up the 

Jo, I'n sbto «OiHl| DOW," said I. making an elTDrt to 
iftM fni^MiB^j tepped up on deck. 
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I was not prepared for the affectionate leave-taking which 
met me here; each of the crew shook my hand twice or 
thrice over, and there was not one did not press upon me 
some little gift in token of remembrance. 

At last the boat was lowered, and Ilalkett and three others, 
descending noiselessly, motioned to me to follow. I stepped 
boldly over the side, and, waving a last good-bye to those 
above, sat down in the stern to steer, as I was directed. 

It was a calm night, with nothing of a sea, save that roll- 
ing lieave ever present in the Gulf -stream; and now the 
men stretched to their oars, and we darted swiftly on, not 
a word breaking the deep stillness. 

Although the island lay within six miles, we could see 
nothing of it against the sky, for the highest point is little 
more than twelve feet above the water-level. 

I have said that nothing was spoken as we rowed along 
over the dark and swelling water ; but this silence did not 
impress me till I saw aliead of us the long low outline of the 
dreary ishiiid shutting out the horizon ; then a sensation of 
sickening despair came over me. Was I to linger out a few 
short hours of life on that melancholy spot, and die at last 
exhausted and broken-hearted? "Was this to be the end 
of the brilliant dream I had so often revelled in?" "Ah, 
Con ! " said I, " to play the game of life, a man must have 
capital to stand its losses, — its runs of evil fortune; but you 
are ruined with one bad deal ! " 

"Run her in here, in this creek!" cried Halkett to the 
men ; and t\w ]x>at glided into a little bay of still water under 
the lee of the land, and then, after about twenty minutes' 
stout rowing, her keel gratt*d on the rugged, shingly shore of 
Antieosti. 

" We cannot land you dry-shod. Con," said Halkett; "it 
shoals for some distance here." 

" No matter," said I, trying to affect an easy, jocular air, 
my choking throat and swelling heart made far from easy ; 
" for me to think of wet feet would be like the felon at 
the drop blowing the froth off the porter because it was 
unwholesome ! " 

"I've better hopes of you than that comes to, lad!" 
said he; "but goo<l-bye! good-bye!" He shook my hand 
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with a grasp like a vice, and sat clown with his back to- 
wanis me ; the others took a kind farewell of me ; and then, 
shouldering my little bag of bir?ciiit, I presseil my cap down 
over my eyes, and stfp|K.Hl into the surf. It was scarcely 
more than over mid-leg, but the clay-like, spongy bottom 
made it tiresome walking. I had only gone a few hundred 
vaixls, when a loud clieer stniek me; I turned: it was the 
boat's crew, giving me a parting salute. I tried to answer 
it. but mv voice failed me : the next moment thev had turned 
the point, and I saw them no more! 

I now pUnlded wearily on, and in aliout half an hour 
reached the land ; and whether fn>m weariness, or some 
strange instinct of security on touching shore, I know not, 
but I threw myself heavily down upon the shingly stones, 
and slept sounilly, — ay, and dreamed too! dreamed of fair 
lands far awav, such as I have often read of in books 
of travels, where bright flowers and delicious fruits were 
growing, and where birds and insects of gaudiest colors 
tloateil past with a sweet murmuring song that made the 
uir tremble. 

Who has not read *' Robinson Crusoe; " and who has not 
imagined himself combating with some of the ditllculties of 
his fortune, and picture<l to his mind what his conduct might 
have l)een under this or that emergency? 

No s]H^culations are pleasanter, when indulged at our own 
fireside, in an easy-chair, after having solaced our '' mate- 
rial ** nature by a good dinner, and satisfietl the '' moral" 
man by the ** City Article," which assures us that the Three 
per Cents are rising, and that Consols for the Account are 
in a very pn)S|)erou8 state. Then, indeeil, if our thoughts 
by any accident stray to the shipwrecked sailor, they are 
blende<l with a wholesome philanthropy, l)orn of gocnl iligea- 
tion and fair worldly prospects; we assure oui*selves that 
we should have made precisely the same exertions that he 
di<l, and comported ourselves in all the varied walks of vnr- 
penter, tailor, hosier, sail-maker, and lioat-builder exactly 
like him. The chances are, too, that if accidentally out of 
temper with our neighbors, we conlially acknowliMlgo tliat 
IHtireilW^id was not the worst feature in his history ; and 
by John Thomas, the footman, we art' rrady to 
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swear that there was more gratitude in Friday's little hhuA 
finger than in the whole body corporate of flunkeys, from 
Richmond to Blackwall. 

While these very laudable sentiments are easy enough in 
the circumstances I have mentioned, they are marvellously 
difficult to practise at the touch of stern reality. At least I 
found them so, as I set out to seek the ^^ Refuge" on Anti- 
cos ti. It was just daybreak as, somewhat stiffened with a 
sleep on the cold beach, and sore from my recent bruises, I 
began my march. ** Nor'- west and by west" was Halkett's 
vague direction to nic ; but as I had no compass, I was left 
to the guidance of the rising sun for the cardinal points. 
Not a path nor track of any kind was to be seen ; indeed, 
the surface could scarcely have borne traces of footsteps, for 
it was one uniform mass of slaty shingle, with here and 
tliere the backbone of a iish, and scattered fragments of sea- 
weed, washed up by the storms, on this low bleak shore. I 
(;aimot fancy desolation more i)erfect than this dreary spot, 
slightly undulating, but never suflicient to lose sight of the 
sea ; not a particle of shelter to be found ; not a rock, nor 
even a stone large enough to sit upon when weary. Of 
vegetation, no trace could be met with; even a patch of 
moss or a lichen would have been a blessing to see ; but 
there were neither. At last, as I journeyed on, I wandered 
iK^yond the sound of the sea as it broke upon the low strand, 
and th<»n the silence became actually appalling. But a few 
momeiitH back, and the loud bo^^ming of the breakers stunned 
the ear; and now, as I stopped to listen, I could hear my 
own heart as in full, thick beat it smote against my ribs. I 
could not dismiss the impression that such a stillness, 
thus terriV)le, would prevail on the day of judgment, when, 
after tlie graves had given up their millions of dead, and the 
agonizin<j^ cry for mercy had died away, then, as in a moment 
of dread HUsiKjnse, the air would l)e motionless, not a leaf 
to stir, not a wing to cleave it. Such possession of me 
did this notion take that I fell upon my knees and sobbed 
aloud, while, with trembling and uplifted hands, I prayed 
that I too might l>e pardoned. 

So powerful is the influence of a devotional feeling, no 
matter how associated with error, how alloyed by the dross 
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of Biiperetition, that T, who but an instaDt back could ecarcely 
dr^ tiiy wt.'aried limbs alon<! for very deapnir, became of a 
sudden truistful and courageous. Life seemed no longer the 
wortliteas iLiug it did a few miautes before ; ou the contrary, 
I was ready to dare anything to pre9er%'e it; and so, with 
reucwcti vifiiir I a^ain Bet forward. 

At each little Bwell of the ground, I gazed eagerly about 
me. hoping to see the log-hut, but in vain ; uothing hut the 
same wt.<arisonu' niouotoiiy met my view. The sun was now 
high, and I could easily see that I was following out the. 
direction Halkett j^ave me, and which I continued to repeat 
over and over to myeelf as I went along. This and watch- 
ing my shadow — the only one that touched the earth — 
were my occupations. It may seem absurd, even to dowi^ 
right folly ; but when from auy chaDgc in the direction of 
my course the shadow did not fall in front of me, where I 
could mark it, my spirits fell, and my heavy heart grew 
heavier. 

When, however, it did precetle me, I was never wearied 
watchiu}! how it dived down the little slopes, and rose again 
on the opiMisite bank, bending with each swell of the ground. 
Kven this was companionship, — its very motion smacked 
of life. 

At length I came upon a little pool of rnin-water, and, 
although far from clear, it reflected the briglit blue sky and 
white clouds so temptingly that I sat down beside it to 
make my breakfast As I sat thas, Hope was t^ain with 
me, and I faocied bow — ia SMne laag distant time, wlien 
fnvoroil by fnrttiiie, and poaaeesed uf (.'vi-ry wt>rliUy gift, 
wtUi rank, and richiw, ud feBUC^^i^hBUld n-mi-mber the 
boar when, a poor, friai^AA|jH^^^^^|MMD lonely meal 
on Antico«ti. I ' " 
almost incredalou 
pity iv of [tniia« t 

I fell I » 
own cnur»){e 
Mt out. 

Altboosh 
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log-house. I could scarcely drag my legs along a few 
moments before ; but now I broke into a run, and with many 
a stumble, and more than one fall, — for I never turned my 
eyes from the hut, — I at last reached a little cleared spot of 
ground, in the midst of which stood the ^^ Refuge-house." 

What a moment of joy was that as, unable to move 
farther, I sat down upon a little bench in front of the hut ! 
All sense of my loneliness, all memory of my desolation, 
was lost in an instant. There was my home ; how strange a 
word for that sad-looking hut of pine-logs, in a lone island, 
uninhabited ! No matter, it would be my shelter and my 
refuge till better days came round; and with that stout 
resolve I entered the great roomy apartment, which in the 
settling gloom of night seemed immense. 

Striking a liglit, I proceeded to take a survey of my terri- 
tory, which I rejoiced to see contained a great metal stove and 
an abundant supply of bed-clothing, — precautions required 
by the frequency of ships being ice-bound in these latitudes. 
There were several casks of biscuits, some flour, a large 
chest of maize, besides three large tanks of water, supplied 
by the rain. A few bags of salt and some scattered objects 
of clothing completed the catalogue, which, if not very 
luxurious, contained nearly everything of absolute necessity. 

I lighted a good fire in the stove, less because I felt cold, 
for it was still autimin, than for the companionship of the 
bright blaze and the crackling woixl. This done, I proceeded 
to make myself a bed on one of the phitforms, arranged like 
l)ed-places round the walls, and of which I saw the up()er 
ones seemed to have a preference in the opinion of my 
predecessors, since, in these, the greater part of the bed- 
clothing was to be found, — a choice I could easily detect the 
reason of, in the troops of rats whicli walked to and fro, 
with a most contemptuous indifference to mv presence ; some 
of them staiulinj^ near me while I made my bed, and looking, 
as doubtless they felt, consideral)ly surprised at the nature 
of my operations. Promising myself to open a spirited cam- 
paign against them on the morrow, I trimmed and lighted a 
large lamp, whicli from its |>o8ition had defied their attempt 
on the oil it still contained ; and then, a biscuit in hand, 
Iwtook myself to bed, watching with an interest not, I own, 
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altogether pleasant, the gambols of these primitive Qatives 
of Aiiticosti. 

t'roiii my enrlieat years I bad au aDtipathy to rata, — »o 
great tliat it inaiiterinl all tlie iustiucti^ of my courage. I 
feared Ibciii with a fear I should not have felt in presence of 
a wild buaat, aiul I was coiilldent that had 1 beeu attacked 
vigorourily by e\en a single lat, tbe uatural disgust would 
have rendered me uiiuble ti> coiw with him. When very 
young, I remembered bearing tbe utory of an officer who, 
deHtrous of visiting the vaultt) under Ht. Patrick's Churcb, in 
Dublin, descended into thym under the escort of the sexton, 
lly ituiue chance tliey separated from each other, and tbe 
sexton, after in vain seeking and calling for his companion 
for several hours, concluded that be )iad already returned to 
tbe npper air ; and so he returned also, locking and barring 
tbe heavy diwr, as was bis wont. The following day the 
iillk'fr's friends, alarmed at his absence, i>roceeded to make 
soan-b for hitn through tbe city, and at last, learning that he 
had visited the catheilral, went thither, and even examined 
till' vaultit, when what was their horror to discover a portion 
of the brass ornament of his shako and a broken sword in 
the midst of several hundreds of rats, dead and dying, — 
the terrible remains of a combat that must have last«d for 
houra. This story, for the truth of which some per- 
sons yet living will vouch, I beard when a mere child; 
and [)erhaps to its inllneiice may I date a species of terror 
tliat has always been Um much for either my reason or 
my courage. 

If I slept, then, it was more owing to my utter weariness 
and exhaustion than to that langukl frame of mind ; and 
ftlthougb too tired to dream, my lirst waking thought was 
how to commence hostilities against the rats. As to any 
penoDkl tund-to-band action. I need scarcely say I declined 
Wiglgtng in sncb ; and, my supply of gun|>owder being scanty, 
tha netbod [ hit upon was to make a si>ecieB of grenade, by 
imtcrlhi^ 11 iiunrHJlv ■'[ |><)wder with a sufficiency of broken 
gliUM Intii a iMittli'. li'.'ivirLg an aperture through the cork for 
smeared the outside of the liottle 
] ih I discovered a supply in bind- 
ing, I retired to my lierth. with 




144 CONFESSIONS OF CON CREGAN. 

th<; oUicr extremity of the fuse in my hand, ready to ignite 
wti(;ij tin; moment came. 

I hjul not long to wait ; my enemies, bold from long impa- 
nity, cunie fearlessly forward, and surrounded the bottle in 
njyriails ; it l>eeaine a scene like an election row, to witness 
th(;ir tiinihling and rolling over each other. Nor coold J 
bring uiyHv\f to (*ut short the festivity, till I began to enter- 
tain f(;arH for the Hafety of the bottle, which already seemed 
to \h'. looH<;n(?d from its l>ed of clay. Then at last I applied 
a wiiU-\i to my cord, and almost before I could cover mj 
htitul witli the l>lankct, tlie flask exploded, with a crash and 
a cry that showed me its success. The battle-field was truly 
a terrihh? sight, for the wounded were far more numerous 
than the dead, and I, shame to say, had neither courage 
nor tinuianity to finish their sufferings, but lay still, while 
thffir companions dragged tliem away in various stages of 
suffering. 

I at first su))|)Osed tliat this was an ex])loit that could 
only H\ii'('vvi\ hut once, and that the well-known sagacity 
of the erejitm-es would have made them avoid so costly 
a tiMiiptation. Nothing of the khid ; they were perfect 
Scythians in their love of oil; and as often as I repeated 
my <-xperinietit, they were ready to try their fortunes. 
(h perliapH tliey had some of the gambler's element in 
tljeir natine, and ea(rh felt that he might win where others 

lOHt. 

I had made Ilalkett a promise that for a couple of days, at 
least. I would not hoist the signal-flag, lest any accident 
should indiiet* Sir Dudley to suspect my place of refuge, so 
that I was eompletely reduced to my campaign against the 
rats for occupation and amusement. So far as I could dis- 
C!/*ver, the little island, traverse it how I would, never varied, 
tlie same* rise and swell of surface, clad with loose stone, lay 
on every side; and so depressing had this mournful unifor- 
mity iMiCome to me that I rarely ventured out of the hut, 
or, when I did, it was to sit upon the little bench outside 
the door, from which a sea view extended over the wide 
waters of the Gulf. 

To sit here and try to decipher the names cut into the 
wood was my constant occupation. What histories, too, did 
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1 weave of those who carved these letters ; and how did they 
fix themselves in my mind, each name suggesting an iden- 
tity, till 1 felt as if I had known them intimately. Some 
seemed the precious work of weeks ; and it was easy to see 
that after the letters were cut, the sculptor had gone on 
embellishing and ornamenting his work for very lack of 
labi)r. Others, again, were mere initials, and one was a 
half-finished name, leaving me to the perpetual doubt 
whether he had been rescued from his captivity, or died ere 
it was completed. 

Between my hours spent here and the little duties of my 
household, with usually three or four explosions against my 
rats, the day went over, — I will not say rapidly, but pass it 
did ; and eacli night brought me nearer to the time when I 
should hoist my signal, and hope — ay, that was the great 
supporter through all — hope for rescue. 

It was now the third night of my being on the island, 
and I sat at my fire trying to invent some new mode for the 
destruction of my enemies, for my last charge of powder had 
been expended. I had nothing remaining, save the loading 
in my pistol. It was true that I had succeeded to a great 
extent ; the creatures no longer appeared with their former 
air of assurance, nor in large bodies. Their army was 
evidently disorganized; they no longer took the field in 
battalions, but in scattered guerilla parties, without dis- 
cipline or courage. Even had my ammunition lasted, it is 
more than doubtful that my tactics would have continued to 
have the same success ; they had begun to dread the bottle, 
like a reformed drunkard. Often have I seen them ap- 
proach within a few feet of it, and wait patiently till some 
younger and more adventurous spirit would venture nearer, 
and then, at the slightest stir, — the least rustling of my 
bed-clothes, — away they went in full career. It was evi- 
dent that the secret, like most great mysteries of the same 
kind, had had its day. This was consolatory, too, as I had 
no longer the means of continuing my siege operations; 
while the caution and reserve of the enemy suggested a 
system of defence of the simplest, but most effectual kind, 
which was, to place a certain number of bottles at different 
parts of the hut, the very sight of which inspired terror; 

VOL. I. — 10 
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and if followed by any noise, was certain to secure me, for 
some time at least, from all molestation. 

Shall I tell the reader how this stratagem first occurred 
tome? It was simply thus: In one of the early but un- 
recorded years of my history, I used to act as driver to the 
Moate and Kilbeggan caravan, — not, indeed, as the recog- 
nized coacliee of that very rickety and most precarious con- 
veyance, but as a kind of ''deputy assistant" to the paid 
oflicial, who, having a wife at Kilbeggan, usaallj found 
some excuse for stopping at Clara, and sending me forward 
with the passengers, — a proceeding, I am bound to own, 
not over consistent with humanity to '' man or beast." 
Many were the misadventures of that luckless conveniency, 
and the public were loud in their denunciations of it ; but 
as nobody knew the proprietors, nor did the most searching 
scrutiny detect the existence of a '* way-bill," the com- 
plaints were uttered to the wind, and I was at full liberty 
'-to do my stage" in three hours, or one half the time, as 
1 fancieii. 

I'he i)a.ssengers at lengtli learned this valuable fact, and 
found that greasing my palm was a sure method of oiling 
the wheels. All complaints gradually subsided; in fact, 
the dumb animals were the only ones who had any right to 
make them. I drove them at a very brisk pace, — a thriv- 
ing trade ; the caravan became popular, and my fame rose 
as the horses' condition declined. At last the secret was 
(lis(.*overed ; and instead of my imposing whip of four yards 
and a Iialf of whipcord, they reduced nie to a stunted bit of 
stif'k, with a little drooping lash that wouldn't reach the 
tail of my one leader. My reooipts fell off fix)m that hour; 
in fact, instead of praises and sixpences, I now got nothing 
but curses and hard names; and at one hill, near "Horse- 
leap," whicli I used in my prosperous days to ''go at" 
in a slashing canter, amid a shower of encomiums, I was 
now obliged Uy stagger slowly up, with four-and-twenty 
small farmers, and maybe a priest, in full cry at my sulki- 
ncss, laziness, incivility, and other good gifts ; and all this, 
ay, and more, for lack of a bit of whipcord. 

I have been told that very great people will stoop to low 
alliances when hard pressed ; even cabinet ministers, I 
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believe, have now aiid then acknowledged very dubious allies, 
l^t not Con Cregan, tlR'ii. be reproached if he called in the 
liel|) of a little bare-footed boy nlio uaed to beg on the hill 
of lliirse-leap, and who, ut the sound of the approacbiog 
caravan, aallii-d fortii wilh a long branch of an ash-tree, and 
bclaboretl the team into ttomu faint rt'iieniblance to a canter. 
Through this auxiliary I recovered iu part my lonji-loat 
ixipulurity, and was likely to be again roiustated in public 
favor, when my aasistuiit caught the measles, and I was 
once more reduced to my own efforts. 

In this emergency I ha<l nothing for it but a stratagem; 
and so, as the conveyance arrived at tlic foot of the hill, and 
the horses, drop|iing their heads, were gradually subsiding 
into the little sliutfling amble that precedes a slow walk, I 
UM<-<1 to scream out at the top of my voice all my accustomed 
I'xhortjitions to the boy. " Ah, hit him ^aiu. Tommy, — 
into him. tmy, — under the traces, my lad! — give him 
enough of it! — welt him well. Hal there!" exclamations 
thai, from old associations, always stimulated the wretched 
iK'asls into a canter ; and under the impression of this 
salutary teri-or, we used t<J reach the top almost as Bpee<lily 
as in the old days of the |H'tia] code. 

The same device now aided me against the rats of Anti- 
coHti; and if any one will say to what end this narrative of 
an encounter so insignitlcant. nty answer is, that whether in 
the St. hawreiK-e or in St. Stephen's, rats are far more for- 
nii<l:il>le than their size or strength would sit'm to iin))ly; 
and whether thoy nibble your rags or your repulatioti, their 
sucet'SH is invariably the same. 

Four days liad now elapsed, and I concluded that the 
yacht must ere this have been miles on her voyage up the 
river. The next nxirning, then, I should venture to hoist 
the aiccnal, and thus apprise the passing shii)s that one 
dewrti'l »ii>i I'urkim iivuiure, at least, still lingered on the 
I)le islanil. 

L at my fire till u litte hour. I was lower in spirits 

I had wst('li<'il the Gulf from sunrise to sunset, 

goue sail upon its surface. A Itj^ht breeze 

■^»rd, and on this I supjiosed 

lid be borne almig : but not 
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one ap|M*anM]. From tiiiir to titiie a fleeting oloucl« miting 
for II inoinriit on tin* horizon, would uitHiinie tin* iK*mlilAncr 
of ttHliip; l>ut at Imtrtli I ^n*w a(H*UHt«>niiMl to tli«*rie (ltH'^*|»- 
tionrt, and HufT«Trd littli* or no diHa|»|N>intiueut when a ii«'<*«»im1 
glancH* at the H|M»t f:iil«-d to detert them. 

Chiet* or twicv the thoiiirlit rn»Hm-<l my miml that I iiit^fht 
nevi'r Irave tlie iHlaniL that winter mi^ht elone in, an«l tiir 
Kulf \k* frt»%en lK'f(»re 1 <*«»iihl make my eHeii|H* ; ami I actii- 
ally Hhnddereil at the very noti(»n of a fate ho terrihle. I 
cower«*4| nearer t4> the tire an th«* tiame Huhnideil. and wan 
aittin^ with my liand.** out^treti^heil «»vrr the hhue, when iIm* 
Budden «Tash <»f <»ni' f»f thr iMittli';^ U'hiiid HtartUnl me. Wrrv 
the rats alrraily retrainint: riiuia::*- in :inti«*i|iatioii of the Iiiim* 
when I «*<»iil«l no lonir«*r r«'?ti?*t tht-in? Withthir* idea, I tiirii«^l 
my licad round. 'IIh* t1:im«* thn-w a Ion*; ray «»f litfbt U|«»n 
tlie tltNir a«i I inov«'i|. ami in thr miil^t of this I U*lH*kl, at a 
dintane*' <»f uUiut tlii(-«- \:ird-4 off, a hirp* Idaek ht*a(l, with 
two imini'nMi' :niil hiiNNUhut i*y«'*« >rhirinu tixi*<lly at nie. It 
iM*em<>i| Im ri**r •lut of \\u- laith, aUiVf whirh it nuM* acarcrlj 
niori- than a ftM»| in hnjht. 

I*af alv/.ii| hv til I lit, 1 rould not rttir, I r«iuld acanvlj 
l>r«'athr. aH with a '*\*t\\ and n<M|i|inL' niotii»n the lar^e I4aek 

fa<*«- rann* m-art-r ; and u**\\ 1 iM •*!'*• that it wai* a man ^ 

a ni*:^ro, -- who on han*!** and kn«-i'*« wa*« •slowly <*reef»in|t 
towariN nil*. < K*; w In Imiil !•% fi-ai a*« 1 wa*«. I noti<il the 
fratnit-** a-* ni:trki-i ''\ .ij«' :ii:-l w^-mi J-n \\:iiit; tlh-y n*iM*iii- 
lilfil th"-**' "f :i \\\\>\ *■• .i-T r.ifi.ir !liu. • •!' a hiniian rrvaluftv 
MiMi' fl«'iii th< t'«>'i-<' i>f I nil If :r;i ■ ' .•!:• t! MiijinUi' than with 
any n<«ti"ii "f ■!« •. m . . '•■i «'..■ ■ i •. •. ; m t..i:illv ini*a|*ari' 
tattd in»-. I li i'l 'I'.iuii '(.v j.>-r... •■ •• •»■•. '...^.hii. and ht-ht it 
|MiM>t*d tt'War-U tii:n. " N-* * '• ' ?. • * 'i ' " •th**! th«* rrrm* 
tur«'. ni a l«»w . * m.! \ ■■ ■ . ; I'.I »• v,. - i-i,. tvm-. whde rv»t- 
in<^ on ••!.•■ fi.li. i. :.• : • i -,:• \^ ' v.. •■!:.. ■ .i l.itt;: lirii«bt knif« 
in an atiitn-li ■•■•■. 

•• N.. !.. I ■.-.'. ■ - ■ . 1 I. - I •. ' ii k U-MMlr tkm 

HtoVi-. anl -• . s. • ' \. i -.;•'. ::ii « hom IKW I 

kni \% X" >n !:.. l: ... 1; ,:.i • ... %%•- n*mahMd» 

«'arh \%:i*i !it!i.- * • . ^' . • ' • !!.• iKi rtil am! ttetV 

itn !:tfi;! Ji'.*'' !••••. ^; i> •- at 'unil u<«. Am W9 

wrre thu*«. 1 -^au. .i I Ti. •••{_-!.: 1 •«.iw, thf ne;;ro alMltklRj| 



".MEANS AXIl MEKIT.Vnn.ws." 



149 



ilrawiiiji i)|> liJK UgH, as if fur ti Bpriufi, anil in my terror I 
bi'lii'Vt^ 1 r<li'>nl<l liavu pnlleil thu ti'i>n!(>r, wlii'n ttuddeiily the 
knirc dri>|ii)<'il fi'»m liis Imnii. and jHtiiithiir with his liugvr to 
Lis liry, i-riirki'il li[Rt, lie aaiil, ■■ A iKtiro. " — water. 

The liKik i)f t'lirni'st. almnrit iiasniDnati- eiitrwity of tbe 
[HKir civatme'st fai-.', tin.- t.-xi>ivwfiion of want anil iiiitiery, 
F^ti-ii^;!)iii^ witli a taint liopv. un lie iiili-nil thiMG wunltf, 
ninti'il all fcarti fur iny»i-lf ; ami tillin;: a oiip from the tank 
with watur, 1 euiptit;)! tliu last rcmainin>;; drojM uf my brandy- 
lla.sk into it, anil liolii it to his month. 
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UrHlerHtniidin^ that this referred to myself, I 
at ouvv thiit I was alone, and had been deserted by my 

<^)fIl|>Ufli()IIH. 

*Mia<l iiioii, whit« men!" cried he, gnashing his teeth 
Huva^rly ; while u<{ain he pointed to his lips, and muttered, 
** VVuUt! " I eniU'avorwl to free myself from his grasp to 
fill Mm* cup oiKHi more; but he held me firmly, and showed 
by a Hi<xii that he wished me to assist him to reach the tank. 
I H(!(Minlin;xly Ht(M)ped down to help him, and now perceived 
tliiit. he could do little more than drag his legs forward and 
Hup|Nirt liiiimelf on tbe knees ; being either wholly or in part 
puruly/.ed froni Inn hipn downwards. "Ah, foco!" cried 
he, twice <»r thrice, and then ehauj^ed to the word ** Feu! " 
*'!/<> feu I *' on which his gaze was fixed with a horrid 
curiieHtiicKH. 

It wan not wltluiut labor and much exertion that I suc- 
ceeded ill dra^r^iii^ liim near the embers of the fire; but 
huviii^ done ho, I (luickly re})leuiHhe<I the dying flame, and, 
fan II in;! it with niy liat, Hoon Bucceeded in making a cheerful 
bln/«* once more. ^'Huono! goot ! goot!" said he, several 
times, :i.<4 lie licld his shrivelled and wasted fingers almost 
into the tire. 

" Are you iiinifxry?" said I, bending down to make my- 
Heir heard. 

Me iHwlded twi<u>. 

** Can you eat biscuit? I have nothin«r else," said I; for I 
half feared that the hard, drv fo<Kl would be impracticable 
for his almost t«M)thU*ss jaws. 

lie sai<l something about ** (iuisado," once or twice; and 
at. last made a sifrii that I understood to mean that the bis- 
cuit miifht ])e Hofteiie<l in water for him. And with that 
I plaeed a pot of water on the lire, and soon saw by the 
expression of his eye that I had divined his meaning. 

As I <'ontinued to l)low the tire, and occasionally examined 
tlie water to see if it l>oiled, I could mark that the negro's 
eyes never once quitted me, but, with a restU'ss activity, fol- 
lowed me wherever I went, or whatever I did; and although 
from his age, and the dreadful infirmity he lal>ored under, I 
felt I should prove his eijual in any strugjxle, I own that I 
cast many a sidelong look towards him, lest he should take 
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me by surprise. That he was the notorioas Black Boat> 
swain of whom I had heard so much, I had no doubt what- 
ever; and I felt not a little vain of my own courage and 
presence of mind as I saw myself so possessed and collected 
in such company. 

^Hvive! give! " cried he, impatiently, as I examined the 
mess of steeping biscuit, and for which he seemed ravenously 
eager ; and at length I removeil it from the fire, and placed 
it before liim. Such voracity as his I never witnessed, save 
in the case of Sir Dudley's lions; he crammed the food with 
both hands into his mouth, and devoured it with all the 
savage earnestness of a wild lieast. Twice was I obliged 
to replenish the mess; and each time did it vanish with 
the same despatch. 

He now lay back on one arm, and, half closing his eyes, 
appeared as if he was going asleep ; but at the least stir or 
movement on my part, I saw that his wild, red-streaked eyes 
followed me at once. 

Halkett had given me a little bag of tobacco at parting, 
saying that although I was no smoker, I should soon learn 
to become one in my solitude. This I now produced, and 
offered him a handful. 

The dark features were immediately lighted up with an 
almost frantic expression of pleasure, as he clutched the 
precious weed ; and tearing oflf a fragment of the paper, he 
rolled it into the sha])e of a cigarette. 

^' No smoke? " aske<l he, as I sat watching his preparations. 

I shook my head. '*Ah!'* cried he, laying down the 
tobacco before him. '* Tehoka, here,*' said he, pointing 
to it. 

** I don't understand," said I ; " what is Tehoka? " 

''Bad! ba<l!" said he, shaking both hands; ^^ weed 

make negro so , so ," and he o|)ened his mouth 

wide, and dropi>ed his arms heavily backwards, to represent 
sickness, or perhaps death. 

** No, no," said I ; " this is good, a friend gave it to mo." 

^*' Smoke," said he, pushing it over towards me ; and I 
saw now that my abstaining had excited his HUHpicions. 

*^ If yoQ like, I will smoke," said I, setting to work to 

like his own. 
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lie Hut (*viii«; in«* all tho while; and wlu'ii I pruofedcd tn 
till it uitli tiib:u'ni, Uv \vi\\\vi\ nwr to mh* thai 1 ili«l doC 
utt<Mii|»t iiiiy ^It'iizht of li:ui<l to «|«Mviw him. 

** Will tliiit do? " «:ii<l I, nhfiwiii^ him tht* littU* |»a|ier tube. 

*• Siiioko," j*ai«l Uw *iui\'v\\. 

It was oiilv after watrliiip^ mv for H«*vi'ral miniiti-H that hr 
t<Nik roiira<;(* to vnitiin' liiiiiself; ami «'Vi*ii th«>ii In* H«*riiti- 
iiixcil till* to}ia«*co as kt*i*iily an tlioii<;li it (trmaiidi**! atl hiM 
aciiliMirss to |iri*vi*iit strata*;rin. At h'li^th hf ili«l li«';:iii; 
aiitl fiTtainlv ii«*vi'r did anvthiiit; t*vvtn to «'fTiH*t a iiion' imw- 
«*rfiil ami nion* iiniii«*diati> iiitliii-nrr. Th«* lh*rv, rf!«tlt-f«r* fvt« 
^rt-w iicavy and iliill ; tlir wid«-di<«t«-iidt*<l iiot«trilt i*faM«i| 
to dilatr witli llifir f«*nii<r ciinviiUivt* iiiotinn. l|in rhi*fk. 
H4'atiird ss'ixU piivatii'ii and |>a^.-ioii, lay fl:ir«-iil and at rr^t, 
and a l<Mik of li'thanjic (*a*M* stolr m\«'| all tlif ft'atiir«i« out* 
l>v oni-. till at la>«! tlic luail f«'ll futuanl on liia «*li«*i«t. hm 
arm >Ii|>|m'i1 «-itftly t'ii>Mi licnralh liiin. and ht* n>llt*<l hi*avilv 
Itark, **inik in tlu* «l«*c|»i->«t «-li'i'|i. 

I «iN»n al*:indiinid in\ t<>l»:irfii imw. wliirh ha<l alr«'AilT 
iH-'juh (•> pMMhirt' a tiilnii! **i ;;iildiiit'H*« and t*4>iifui«itiii \%-ry 
nnt:i> «'i :i)ilf to riMil dt'li'i inina!it>ii, '«fn>«aliiin** Y%hi«-I) ilitl 
n<i| «>nl»*>'l«' -•> iradily a-* I rnuM liavi* Hi«|ifd; foi a^ | m^i 
ii:i/.\\i'j. oil ni\ xx^artlix i'«>nipani<>n. f:iiH'ii>* !li«- Hil>l«-tt atnl 
in«»-l a'«'«tiid a^-^'H-iatfil thrin-^i'lvr- \\\\\i tin- •»trai»ji- n'alitv. 
Till- ti-iiiMf tal«-« I «>ni'i- li-t«n(d to alMnit tin- ** lil'nk lU^nt- 
•»w:iiii "" t iiii '•• fim.jl' Willi tin- |iT» -I'll!. Ilh- ••iil\ rt *iih:ifit 
<»f I ijhl r • .»- -ii !• I ! pi i'Jhptt d rm I* ^i ip up Mi\ \.w , :i i*i ■ 
taiU It'i'i* "* >•• M.-_' :(1"M« :i!iii It) !rii *i:i\tx \\|!ii Thr iM-jr* 
pri'lloiniiia' II .: *'\» \ i\«-i\ "iTli* i tliiiJij.'r* . 

|l\ till" }':i_':i* '''i:i/«', \ifih!i ■•■••I'l .rn-i. I f-«»iilii n«»» ii.:iik 
thf » Tj.i- !i.i iii- ' _';:#. \\ }iii-'j. Ill :iii Mm t '• i'.- |. •IiIih |iI nf lii .i\ f 
hliiiii)»i. l;i\ i"..'-''i :• ill ■! •■#!..'. n. \!t!i'«;:'li tl wa* i \ i- 

• •: i. t".. i-.tti';.- Inn'.-. -tioMi-d « hat 
' .'• lii\' J.. .-,, ,^. .i . w'liii III ih«* 

■ - ' * ■ 1- X' : ..." •'• ■'■. I • •■iii'l rii'k*»Q 

'••.••:'. .i: rill f\t«-nt. 

^■- ' ■< u'.'-I'ith wra|t|»n| 

' .• ■ I .•r^• r. titr<*iii;h a r«HjiMl 

■ I - •• i. ■*• I-. ji. I \lt\ii-an |M»noliQi| 
t« mmij:: IiJ- -ii.i " ;. .;'!»'■- ;•••!• t •. \ !i:ik«ii. A l>it of raiClt'd* 



•tl III 


rit 


\\;i- 


\ 1 




niiMi* 


ii-^i- 


■.•■. t 


, « 


1 
1 


^f\ 1" 


:.l ^^ 


1*. - 


■ 1 


t , 

1 


a ■_• T 1 


.? 1. 


.':. • 


■ f " 


J 


'I!. • 


1 


1 •. 1 ■ 


I ' 




!■. ;:. 


1 ■ - 


■ ■ - J . 


- 


■ t . 


ij" 'i' 


i'. w 


1 1 
i ■ 


, , ^ 





■■MKASS ANI> MKIHTATIUNS 



I5;t 



mini liiiiittrii; — {nirt, a^ it striiipil. of an old iiiiion-jaek 
w':is liiiiiMil ri)tiiiil liix liciu). aii<l. in ilx isUiimv colore, ticrved 
to ('iilL;ititt< till- stern (-\]>ivs.Hiiiii of liiit li:irsli rviitiin-d. 

As my di'iisi'rt liciiiiuf cIi'iirt. I licfrtui to iiiuigiiio Imiw it 
li:i|>lH'i It'll iliiit lit- ciiiiii- to till' tint. siiKv in uU (hv iiiiirativoi 
] l<:>.| ii.'iml of him. lli.-:r<';U.-st <loiil>t .-xiM*-'! that li>> wud 
still living, so i-ITt-i-lll:tlly .It.l la- m:iii:k^.- I.is .-oiLvaliiit'iit. 
At l:i>t. iiml by iliiil of iiMK'li lliuii<;lil. I liil <ii>oii nliul I c^uti- 
]>i'i-li-*l to bi- till' rt'ul soluiioii of till' <lillii-iilly. wliiuli was, 
lli:il 111- iv:is !UTiistoiiuil to vi-iiluri.' liitluT wln'iu-vcr tbe 
si>;ii:il-tl:i>: wait not lioisli-'l ; uriil as I lia<l nol <)onf no. lliat 
tit' niis iiuilcr tlic U'licf tliul lit- wu^ tbt< oiilv living; man on 
Il]f isUin.1. 

'I'liat Ik- niiisl liavc (■onlrivitl bis biiliii^-|il;uv «'itb ;:rcikt 
:.iii-i-is« was i-li-ar t'lion;:]) ; for wliHlu'r the alli'<::ttiiins a<;aiii!(t 
bim wtif tnif oi falsf. tln-y WtTi- so iiniv.Tsally U-li.vwl l.y 
>;iil'irs that if lie li:v<l Ut'n ilist-DVcrci) tbfv wtmlil )iii<|IK'«- 

li il.ly iiavf .j.riifii liini off lo (in,-U'»-. It wan n.>w in mif 

|H.w,r -lo '\<' tlir stale this siTvi.-.-;" ami I lic^in to uan- 
vass wilb ijiysilf all tin- rfas.>ns lor aii<) a-iaiiist it. If, 

oti till- OIK' IkiikI. it iviiiiiiiK-tl t f Ihi' old Ir^'t'iiild I iixeil 

to r.a.l abiHil sin|.liii}:s lliat U-il iMjiIivc liiitif jriaiit!* or 
lit-nt' .lra;;oiis, on ihi' oth.r, I ffll it woiil.l W n MjH-ci.'n of 

lr.-a<']i<-ry to on.- who Jia.l taU-ii l>i',-ml U- y huiiiM. 

Ib'siili's. to what I'liil — i-vi-n iiii|>|H>!titi^' him <:iiilty (o any 
I'Mtnt — ti> tvlial i'ikI brin^ liim now to jiislicc. wtu-ii a few 
.lavs, or hours. |iirlia[>s. woiilil <'losf a liff whosi- siittfriiiji 
ua's niaiiift'sl .-noiiL:li'r Ami. lastly, was 1 so (vrtain of 
■■si'a|H' inysflf tlial I ulrt'ady plottiii (.•urryiii;^ .tway a pris- 
otivr with me? ']'lti> last n-deotioit tuivetl iiii> tlu' trouble vt 
Ibiiikiiifr miifh morr on tlit- oth«ro; and bo I fell a puiuler- 
iii^ Kwr myself ami my deHtitutioD. 

Not long was I {M-nuittod lo iudul;;t- In audi I 
till- iii-iiro now U'gan U> liroam. aud talk aluud n' 
of utterance and vcbejiienov I'ery differml A 



syllali 

wait Sjiaiiuiti, I 

coubl aei- that 




efforts he liati favorei) nir> with. 
)uld c-atcli noUiitt^ of 
B fvarfal remitiisw- 
mind, liy tbe working of bia fingm and 
ttons of Ilia face. 
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Ill tiu^ striit!gle of his paroxysm — for it was reaUy little 
lt*8H — \w tort' opeu the coarse rag of canvms that he w<m«, 
and 1 iH>uKi iHTi'eive something fastened round his neck by 
a \nwK* of spuii-yaru. At first I thought it one of those 
ohHriiis that steatite ti are so fond of carrying about them, — 
Hiiiulets against Iloaveu kuows what kind of dangers: but, 
ill) stitopiii^ iluwiu I ^>ea*eivei.l it was an old leather pocketr 
biHik whti*li ouiv had been red« but by time and dirt was 
uliiiortt bhick. 

Moro ttiau oikv he dutoheil this in his hand, with a wild 
oiier^iy, as if it was his heart's treasure; and then the great 
drops of sweat would start out upon his forehead, and his 
parted lips would ipiiver with ugony. In one of these strug- 
gles he tore the lHH)k fn>tii the eonl. and, opening it, seemed 
to seek fi>r si>iuethiii^ amon*r its contents. The rapidity of 
the uioveiueiit, and the stvuiin^ iM.>lIectedues8 of every ges- 
ture, iinule nie believe that he was awake; but I soon saw 
that his ^reat aiul staring eyeballs were not turned to the 
spot, but were fixed i>ii vaeanoy. 

Ills motions were now niotv and more hurried ; at one time 
his tlii«{et's would turn ovit the papers in the pocket-book, at 
iiiMither he would ^rope with his hand along the ground, and 
pat the earth (h>wn with liis juilni, as if, having buried some- 
thiiifi in the earth, he wouKl eoiuval every trace of it from 
discovery ; and at these moments tiie Spanish word oro^ 
(Told, wouM esca|>e him in a half-si«^h: and this and the 
wonl *' (Jnajaqnalla " were the only ones I could catch; but 
mv niiiHl retainetl both for inanv a dav after. 

At last he ernsluHl the papers hurrieilly together and 
cIosimI the poeket-lHH)k ; but in doin«r Si>, a single slip of 
paper fell to the ground. I leaiunl over, and caught it; and 
by the li^ht of the tire 1 read the followinir lines, which 
were in print, and apparently cut frv>ni the column of a 
newHpa|>cr : — 

ONK TUorSANn DOLLARS REWARD. 

Any one will Ikj c»iititli'd t<» the alnnv reward who may detect 
or give such inforniation as inay lt>ad to the detection of Menelaus 
Crick, a nejjro slave, ap'il forty-eijrht ; he stands six f«*ft two hijjh ; 
broad chest and shuuMers. the nglit higher than the left; has 
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marks of the laah o[i luick, and two cutlawi »c&n on the face ; the 
great toe of the left foot is wautiug, and he vralks occuioDAlly 
with (liHiculty, from a guuHhot wound in the Hpine. 

As he is a fellow of rexolute character and great strength, »1I 
pemiins are hereby warned not to attempt his capture, save in suffi- 
cient iiuiubem. He was last seen at San Luis, and is supposed to 
liavf gone iTi the direction of (luajuiiualla, where it ie said ba 
worked once aa a golil-washtr. 

Address : The Office of the " Picayune " — letter ~ T. G — 
B -. New Orleans. 

There were a few words in Spanish scrawled nn the back. 

'■' lk>re is the man ! " said I, looking down on the sleeping 
flfcure ; " who would h^ve thought a thousand dollars could 
be made of hiuiV " Not, indeed, that I speculated on such 
ail unholy gain. No, the veryuEfer enlist«d my uympathies 
in fuvur of the poor wretch ; besides, how many years ago 
must that advertisement have appeared? He was forty-eight 
at that time, and now his age might be nigh eighty. My 
curiosity became intense to see the contents of the pocket- 
book, from which 1 could faucy almndant materials to eke 
out the negro's history. I am afraid that nothing but the 
terror of discovery prevented my stealing it. I even planned 
bow it might be done without awaking him ; but the long 
bright knife which glistcne<l in the strap of his blanket 
admonished me to prudence, and I abstained. 

Uy fire waxed fainter aa the dawn drew nigh, and as I 
was afrMd of sleep coming over me, I steppeil noiselessly 
from the hat, and gained the open air. My first occupation 
wnK lo hoist titti signal; ami ai> it rr.nr itilti tin? nir, 1 wnt<^'hc<l 
it* maasivc folds unrnrlitig, wilb n ihrob of hope that gave 
me new courage. 'Cht MlWdani w«* very lofty, imd stood 
ujKin A moaad nf aMrtliy^dlCl^lh^flag itself wuh large, I 
hud every rcMton MjUf^^^U^^taOi escaiio notice. 
Scam-ly, indmd. hMtlml^^^^^^^^^^KfA Uwn I beheld 
oil tlic very vr"* oP'^H^^^^^^^^^HF'i !•*)»& 
Tlir tmiinent . ' "^^^^"^^^^^^^ ■ N peculiarly 
fBToraUe to '1 ilite of dawn 

■hcrlwl ofw iK 111 (dgar and 

to (^'v- 
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In my anxiety to try and catch i|giil of U tnm 
•|M>t, I baaicned down to the abore ; bm alraady a raaj 
waa a|>n*a4l civer the wide aea, and nothing w^ 
except the heaving wavea and the ainakad aky 
thetn. 

I aat upon a rocli straining my eyea, bot to do 
aiMl at laat the cold raw air pierced throogh ae, mmi I 
r»nieiul)ere«l that I had left my Jacket fai the hoi. B«t for 
thia, indeed^ I would not have returned to it, — for, 
aliNolute fear of the negro, bia repulaive featorea 
Ing hiolc tnailc hia (*otn|ianion8bip far from 
Ilia Nuiiplci<in of me, t<Mi, might have led bin to aooM act of 
vloli>m« ; and tlion^fore 1 determined, if I were even to aaok 
alielUir in the litffuge-luHiM* at the other end of the Maad, I 
would not go liaolc U* UiIh one. 

It wan Nome time before 1 could aummoo ooorage to ve»- 
tun* Iwrk again ; ami even when I had reached the door, it 
waa luit without a Htruggle with mym*lf that I dared to enter. 
11u* daylight waa now Htr«*aiiiihg in, acruaa the Icmg and 
dreary eliamlwr, and, encouraged by tbb, I atepped 
the tlin*Nlio|i|. My flrat gbiuiv wan t4»wanla the atove, 
I had left him lying aaleep. The Are had burned oat, 
the ne|{n> waa g<me! Willi cautitNiH ate|M, and naoy a 
pryliiK kIa>i<^' anmtid, I ventun*«l forwani, tny Ik^rt thain|^ 
Ing with n fear I cannot explain, — Hince bin very preacoco 
hail n<it rtuiNiii Miirli lernir : \ntX nowhere WMihe to be foand, 
— iml n tt'ii4*«' of hi III rciimiiKii. liid«*«*«|, wt*n* it not f«ir the 
iN*rii|» of printiMl |ia|HT, niliirh I IumI carefully pri-i«erved« I 
hIkmiM liiivr iH'lifVitl the whole eveutM of tin* iii^ht to lie tlie 
men* fniicirH of u ilri'iim. 

T««i(*«' ««if« I i»Mii;«*<l ti» tnlce it from my |MN*ket and read it 
over« lo iiftmirr riiVHi'ir thai I whm imi piirrtiiiiig M»me hallnci* 
tiati«»n of "li'i'p; ntnl if I frit n»iiviiii*«*«l timt the eventa 
n*al, mill liuil it4*tiiiiUy liiip|H*ii«*«L I will frankly own that 
reality iiitphiil iiir %«itli a «i'ii>*«> **{ fi-ar wliirh nu memory of 
a men* VHioii ihhiM havr iii**|tiir«l. 

Daylight in a IniM r<iiii|i:iiiiiin. h«iwi'ViT. atml where 
would iiiaki' th«' hi'art U-at fa-*! aid Uw rh«*t*k pale* the 
will tfivt* a -In mi: pul^M* ami a riiiMy fa4V. Thia I COoU 

help fiM'hii;*. an 1 Ackiiowlnl^ttl to iuyiM*lf that had || 
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vft tlark. T had rather have perisbetl with coUl ihun sought 
for my jacki-t wilhiii the hut. 

At lust, j;ritwii IwkU^r, I had even cmiratre to seek for the 
jn'jZTK oil i-vi'ry tii(h-. I Gxniiiiii(.-<.l tht' lii>rth» ulotig tht; wiilU; 
I w>:li-c1)i>1 thi- rcccsst'if l)i>siiU> tht- hUeiiit-oaiks ; I rvmuvuil 
phuikn ami tiiriu-il over Hails; biit without mn.tvtw. The 
(lillli-iihy with which he iimveit iiiaih- thiu neein doubly 
slraiii;t'. ami .-vitislied me that hix ]>laee of ooiiwahueiit 
eiHilil not lie fiir 'itT. — nay, iKKwihly, at that very moment 
lu' mi;;ht he aetually waichiii); uie, ami waithi>r for a favur- 
al>k- iiicitnnt to jtoiini-e (I|hiii mo. This dread increased oe 
mv tu'iireh conlimied to U' fniitleriH; so tJiat I alnuidoned 
the |iiirsiiit. arisiiifd that I had dune overythin); tlint enult) 
have In'i'ii aHkiil either of my <-o(ii-u^e or humanity ; nur was 
I Horry to auxur.- myxelf that I had done en<tu<.'h. 

My inlerei't in the tiiihjeet was tiiHin nn|M'rswied l>y one 
nearer to my he:irt: for as 1 left the hut 1 Itehehl, aUmt 
four uiih'rt i>tT, a larize tinee-masted vertael l>earin^ n\> the 
(inlf, with all her eaiivus :^)iread. For<!i-ttint! tlie distance, 
and evorylhtii<! save u)y hm^ing to be free. I ascended a 
little eminenee. an<l Hhuuti-<1 with all my mur|it, waviu}; my 
handkerrhief haek and forwart) al>ovc uiy liemi. I cuunot 
deferibe the tranai>ort of ilr1i)rht I felt, at iH'rceiviu(r that a 
Ha^ was hoisletl to the main )>c>ak, and soon after hinva-d, 
— a roc<i|rnilion of the signal which Honied nhovv me. I 
even cried aloud with joy : and then, in tlic oafieriiesn of my 
ecstasy, I set off aloug the shore, seeking nut tlic best plaee 
fur a tioat to run in. 

Never did a ship appear so glorious an object to my eyes ; 
her Hpars §eemed more taper, he 
t>eariug prouder, than ev^r a Vesaol i 
when at length I could dutiingulsli l~ 
rigging, my heart actually le^>ed to B 

At last she backed her to|MaQ» R 
out from beneath her t " " 

the water like a aeA-bird. 
oxacUy towania wbtn I « 
bay ]u>*t at my fwL A t 
DOW }nmp«H) ssborv, and ■d'ii 

" Arc there many ot y 
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and as tboagh nothing were a commoner occorrenoe in life 
than to rescue a poor forlorn fellow-creature from an unin- 
liabited rock. 

^^ I am alone, sir," said I, almost bursting into tears, for 
mingled joy and disappointment ; for I was, I own it, dis- 
appointed at the want of sympathy for my lone condition. 

'* What ship did you belong to, boy ? " asked he, as shortly 
as l>efore. 

'* A yaclit, sir, — the ' Firefly/ " 

*' All, that 's it; so they shoved you ashore here. That 's 
what (unnoH of sailing with gentlemen, as they calls 'em.' 

*' No, sir ; we landed — a few of us — during a calm — 

'' Ay, ay," he ln-oke in, ** I know all that, — the old story; 
you landed to shoot rabbits, and somehow you got separated 
from the othrrs ; the wind sprung up meantime ; the yacht 
llred a gun to vouig off — eh, is n't that it ! Come, my lad, 
no gammon with nu'. You 're some infernal young scamp 
that was ^ had up ' for punishment, and they either put yoa 
asiioR* hvnt for the rats, or you jumped overboard yourself, 
and floated hither on a spare hencoop. But never mind, — 
we 'II give you a run to Quebec ; jump in." 

I followed the order with alacrity, and soon found myself 
on ]M>ard the *' Hampden" transport, Avhich was conveying 
the til Regiment of Foot to Canada. 

''No one but tins here boy, sir," said the cowswain ; 
shoving me before him towards the skipper, who, amidst a 
(Towd of oflicers in undress, sat smoking on the after-deck. 

A very significant grunt seemed to imply that the vessel's 
way was lost for very slight cause. 

'* He says as how lie belonged to a yacht, sir," resumed 
the coxswain. 

** Whose yacht, lK)y? " asked one of the officers. 

'' Sir Dudley Broiighton's, sir; tiie " Firefly,*" said I. 

'* Hroughton ! Broughton ! " said an old, shrewd-looking 
man, in a foraging-cap ; "don't you know all about him? 
But, to be sure, lie was Iwfore ifour day ; " and then, chang* 
ing his discourse to French, — with which language, thanks 
to my kind old friend Father Rush, I was sufficiently ac- 
QQainted to understand what was said, — he added, "Sir 
Dudley was in the Life Guards once ; his wife eloped with 



"MEANS AND MEDITATIONS." 169 

a Russian or a Polish Count, — I forget which, — and he 
became deranged in consequence. Were you long with Sir 
Dudley, boy?" asked he, addressing me in English. 

*' Not quite two months, sir." 

^^ Not a bad spell with such a master," resumed he, in 
French, ^^ if the stories they tell of him be true. How did 
you happen to be left on Anticosti?" 

^' No use in asking. Captain ! " broke in the skipper. 
^^ You never get a word of truth from chaps like that; go 
for*anl, l>oy." 

And with this brief direction I was dismissed. All my 
fancied heroism — all my anticipated glory — vanishing at 
once ; the only thought my privations excited being that I 
was a young scamp, who, if he told truth, would confess 
that all his sufferings and misfortunes had been but too well 
merited. 

This was another lesson to me in life, and one which per- 
haps I could not have acquired more thoroughly than by 
a few days on Anticosti. 




A GLIMPSE OF ANOTHER 
OI'ENLNG IN LIKE." 

LTHOUGH only a few hnodred 
uiUi-.4 rtv'tii Qiielioc, our voyage 
Hiill cdiitiiiiiifl for several days; the " Hampden " like all 
trnnHport-Hhi|>s, wiw only " gnnt in a calm," and the Gnlf- 
etrwiiu iK'iiiK iMiwcrfiil onon^h to retard far better sailers. 

To those who, likt myat'lf, were not pressed for time, or 
bad no vtTy plcasini; vistn ojiening to them on shore, the 
voyage was far from iliHaifrecnblo. As the channel narrowed, 
the tall mountains of Vermont came into view, and gradually 
the villages on the shore could he detected, — small, dark 
clusters, in the midst of what ap]>eare<l interminable pine 
forests. Here and there less pleasant siphts presented them- 
selves, in the shape of dismasted hulks, being the remains of 
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vessels which had got fastened in the ice of the early *' fall,*' 
and were deserted by the crews. 

On the whole, it was novelty, and novelty alone, lent any 
charm to the picture ; for the shores of the Gulf, until you 
come within two days' journey of Quebec, are sadly dis- 
couraging and dreary. The Log-house is itself a mournful 
object ; and when seen standing alone in some small clearing, 
with blackened stumps studding the space, through which 
two or three figures are seen to move, is inexpressibly sad- 
looking and solitary. 

Now and then we would pass some little town, with a 
humble imitation of a harbor for shipping, and a quay ; and 
in the midst a standard, with a flag, would denote that some 
Government oflScial resided there, — the reward, doubtless, 
of some gallant deed, some bold achievement afloat ; for I 
heard that they were chiefly lieutenants in the navy, who^ 
having more intimacy with French grape and canister than 
with *' First Lords," were fain to spend the remnant of their 
days in these gloomiest of exiles. 

The absence of all signs of life and movement in the 
picture cannot fail to depress the spectator. No team of 
oxen draws the loaded wagon along ; not a plough is seen. 
There are no gatherings of people in the open places of the 
towns ; no cattle can be descried on the hills. The settle- 
ments appear like the chance resting-places of men travelling 
through the dark forests, and not their homes for life. At 
times a single figure would be seen on some high cliff above 
the sea, standing motionless, and, to all seeming, watching 
the ship. I cannot say how deeply such a sight always 
affected me ; and I could not help fancying him some lone 
emigrant, following with beating heart the track he was 
never again to travel. 

Apparently, these things made a deeper impression on me 
than upon most others on board. As for the soldiers, they 
were occupied with getting their arms and equipments in 
order, to make a respectable appearance on landing. It was 
one eternal scene of soap and pipeclay all day long; and 
creatures barely able to crawl, from sea-sickness and debility, 
were obliged to scour and polish away as if the glory of 
England depended upon the show the gallant — th would 

▼OL. I. — 11 
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make, tlio duy we hIiouUI ik*t f(M>t on Hht>n*. Tlit* Kkip|irr« 
Um), WU8 U>nt on timkiii^ tin o<|uaUy iiii|MM»iii^ iiIm»« t«> the 
laiKlHineii ; liis wi*ather topinaHtM were atowv<l awMV. an*l m 
their \Aiu'v \\<m*<* lioiHttnl Home li^ht ami ta|H*r H|wni, ii«it rv 
a(*tlv in .'KTiMilanee wiUi Uie luhtnTlv hull U'lieatb f^trh 
an<l uliit«* paint w«'re in ^reat riMpiiriitioii t'Mi; ami fv«*r> •{%% 
Haw Mitnr lialf-doxen of the ert*w HUH|M*mle<l owr tin* «»ii|r. 
fithrr Mcrapin^ or paintin«! for the very life. Many a *hirt 
chin.:l<Ml fniin t)i<* iMtoni, ami more than one low-cniwni**! tiak\ 
n*<M'ivc«l a rr«"«li roat of t^listt'nin^ varninh ; all wen* inti iit 
(»n the appmarhint; lamlini:. «*ven to the ^mup t»f lt>inii:in«: 
otlicrrs on tht* poop, wh«» had In'^iui to mimv tlii-ir ln'snU 
an<l whir^ktTH to a niorr '* rrjzulation " Htantlanl. ami «S«» 
UMnally pa^^si'il the niornini: in**|NM>tin«; epanl«*ttrrt ami ««>inl- 
knots, hhako>.. L:<>rL'«'tH, ami -nrh \'\\i%\ witli tin* imiMirtatMY 
of mm who fi It \\\iii\ iia\iM' amon^ the fair Canailian^ \tir\ 
wi'M' r^iMin aNiiii ti» iitilirt. 

My -^rivirf* wi-rr in n't|n«*?*i amoni; thi«* •M'^'tion ••( t:.** 
par*rt«'ni;riH. Hinn* I ha<l In'mnh* an I'XfH'rt hainl nl i*l«'an::i^ 
attii-* and t-i|iiitiin< nt** with Sir l>n<Hi'y; )N'*tiili-» that. :i •; 
wrarini: lii- Maji^^tv*-* «"li»th, th»' «»lll«'iTf« w«'r** at hJNT?> v» 
talk to ln«'^^lt)la tii-f<|<irii th«-v rnuM n«»t havr ii<i«*«l with t.'>< :- 
nifn. 'I'hrv wrn- all ]u*t\v ••! l«-«» ruriou** to hi'ur aUtii! **.- 
l)n«llfV, «>f \\ti'*!ii. uitipMii tiaii'^'jn-H-tini: llalk«'tt'« i-ai;t: •■. 
1 Ha»» aMi- l'» itlrit. — 'Mn ainii'*niL' partirular-*. \- ■ 
ht'aTi-f ■» iii\ :ii i:i'''a :ii fl« '!i« ;■ • •'ntiHijT-* iiii mi\ ii i* • i' i\ . - 
1**1 • in h. I w t- ' M -t ii ri.'. '■ '1 '■ • !i- I' Mm tn T« •■■•! I ■ « • 
ion-* III Tii'. ••;'". •A }••«--• i \\ A \ )'« : ti ii I iM'i- '' .1 ■ . \ 
|Mi-^i-ni-i. 111! >« 111"' •i;|i«' \\:i>< I ( t)>t:tl'i l*iki. .!■ • 1 
k«'*'M i\*'<l. !•••• k Mj.i' »\i •! 'ii.i'i. \vi?Ii I h'«.i A-* ".Itj .i-* ;i •«• • 
i»f jKili'hrt.' :i! Il« -• • !Mt -I ?.• • . I'l I.. ..Ill I *•• - -k . :i! '.t .»"-• . 
?Mi far a- I km « . J..- "■ ». •: - \- : '* > ' .\ .|:\ it.t •! m\ !r :. 
characti-t . 

•• t )tM f t i» •:■! < ■ ■ ■ . ■ . ■•*■'. 1 - ■ ■ ;•• i' M I ■ -Mi'i •: \ 

Hhti'\«>l Narltt. •' ." :.• i- •• \ '• ■ .. - ' T[ii \- iv 

\lv .»• 1-^ t.'i.i* !;« .-■ • ! '• ' I J.:r .• . » . lit i w.|, ! p*<kili)i«- 

* I .:i f . t • • •" : ' '• I .' I ' w • • : I ■ ■ \ ' • ■ M ■ i ■ ■ . i j • , ' " 

•• \..\\ . w :, i» w 1. !'• • •• ' ■ .■ ■, I '. ••« .1- tjjat • ** .i*k«^l 

ann'iit ■ •' ll» i\» :» kti'tw- - . ■ • iti i"- i-irn unt t*«»n«iiiii* 
matt* r%r< 111 u< iff !•.. Ill i im* t<> |**>^r t- >:io • •( • ii<.iirhr«v Ni'\«*rfiaji 
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there a more complete lottery than the life of a young rogue 
like that." 

**I can't fancy," drawled out a young subaltern, ** how 
an ignorant cur, witliout education, manners, and means, 
can ever rise to anything." 

''Who can say whether he has not all these?" said the 
captain, quietly. *' Trust me, Carrington, you'd cut a much 
p<x>rer figure in his place than would he in yours.** 

The ensign gave a haughty laugli, and the captain 
resumed: "I said it were not impossible that he had each 
of tiie three requisites you spoke of, and I repeat it. He 
irtay, without possessing learning, have picked up that kind 
of rudimentary knowledge that keenness and zeal improve 
on every day; and as for tact and address, such fellows 
possess both as a birthright. I have a plan in my head for 
tlie youngster; but you must all pledge yourselves to 
secrecy 1 or I *11 not venture u\>on it." 

Here a very general chorus of promises and '*on honors" 
broke fortli; after the subsidence of which. Captain Pike 
continued, still, however, in French; and although being far 
from a proficient in that tongue, I was able to follow the 
tenor of his <liscourse, and divine its meaning, particularly 
as from time to time some of the listeners would propound 
a (juestion or two in English, by the aid of which I inva- 
rial)ly contrived to keep up with the '* argument." 

** You know, lads," said the captain, '* that our old 
friend Mrs. Davis, who keeps tlie boarding-house in the 
Upper Town, has been always worrying us to bring her out 
what she calls a first-rate man-ser\'ant from England; by 
whicli she means a creature capable of subsisting on (juarter 
rations, and who, too far from home to turn restive, nmst 
put up with any wages. The very fact that he came out 
special, she well knows, will be a puff for the ' Establish- 
ment ' among the Canadian Members of Parliament and the 
small fry of officials who dine at the house ; and as to quali- 
fications, who will dare question the * London footman * ? " 

*' Pooh, pooh ! " broke in Carrington ; *' that fellow don't 
look like a London footman." 

*' Who says he does? " retorteii the captain. *' Who ever 
sai<i brass buttons and blue beads were gold and turquoise ? 
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But tliey paiM for tlu* name in villafi^es nol fifty mile* fi 
wbiTi* we are nailing. Mother Davin wa^ wife of a akippcr 
in the timber trade who died barbor*nuuiter here; a6r a» 
not a very likely |K*rM4>ii to be critical about a butler or foui> 
mairn ]u*iH>iii|>liHhinentH.*' 

'' \\y Jove/* erie<l another, ''Pike is all right! Go o^ 
with y«»ur plan." 

** My pltiii in thin: we'll dn*HM up our friend Con* lirrv« 
f(ivf liiiii H f«*w letiMUiH alMmt waiting at table, delivering a 
mentiaf^e, and Mt f«>rth, furiiinh him with a )olly net »f 
characttTH, and Htart liini on the hmuI of life with M«»tbrr 
DaviH.- 

A nuTry roar <»f approving laughter hn>ke forth fn>ni the 
party at tliiH l»ri«*f ^tiiiiiiiary <»f Captain Pike'a int4*ntit>iiii ; 
and indivil it uuh not witht»ut ^ri^at ditlkrulty 1 avt>aled 
joining: in it. 

'* He lo<»kn tM> drvilinii yoini;; ! '* aai^l Carringtim ; ** be 
can't Ik» tlfU'en." 

'* INwHihlv n<»t fonrt4'«'n," naid IMke ; ** but we'll nhave 
hin ht*ad and uivr Imn a wii;. I '\\ anrtwi*r f«»r the * inake 
up; * and an I liavr had »oni«* ex|N*rience of private* tht-atn- 
ealn, ri*ly i»n *l hi- 11 pa?*.H niust«'r.*' 

** l|i>H will Vou drcnH liini, Pik**?" 

*• In livtTV, - a full •*uit of HnutT-hrown. line<l with Vfll«»w ; 
I'll «b'Vo!«' a larir*- rli»:ik I havr to tin- pnr|»oH«\ and wo Ml •••t 
th«' t:iil«»i :it Witrk t«>-<l:i\ 

** I- hi- l«» h:iv»* -h'^rt- ' ■ 

•* i >f i«i||!«%i* ; >..i»nt" **( \'H1 'i|i|-! • ^' I'll ' »»llk •»tt»«klHJ^ f'tf 
hitii. f«»r w«' -h-ill \\i\* I- • til! II hi 'I •";■ w'U .1 /■"•"I kit 

A \ iTV 'Jt'H !••'!•» *»M -t 'tf J»I«'l.l-«- '■• 'I f»T»»kf III. AN*Ut 

HJlir!^, \ t -«•■«. • r i\ i!^. '...-.I... rui.| .•?l,i- \\. ft*. '.«•<». %%hl«h. I 
OH II It, u';»^«" th»- w h'»l« • 'iitrni'.it :i ' »; '••*■•.» •••l.iritij in 
niV « X •••» ihrin w In n if "'Ti • . -1 !• . ' • i -i t ■ • ". i ' 

•• W ill If If T'l.'iM • •»!-• 'I* . '•.■■% '. ■ • ; « - N. 1 < I* » n.^!.in 

** Will h»- |'!t ^. • 1 '■• i 1 i I •!■• • • ' • • !. ■• :iij !■• tat 
and :i »»if«l:i iiimI' ! ' • ; ■ ■■ ".• •jii\'' ••? \>«i«-U-«- • " 

•••kf'l l*»k«-. • "ii-» t. •■•■.:- •. i-'-v it t! . T. 1! •« ' *»at«'h 

hi** k« « ri ••••*.»• I I I - ■ .- /': w 'i« n h«- '•« -ttx-akuist 

ti» \«'i|. :ii,.I * »\ .f I.. \\..., I •■'; i ■ " . ♦'ii'ij f««r th«' fun of 
it' N'i't hilt :i li.'h* *\»\*t « ?i i|> M !.rii will iHx* mmiethinit 
lH-<iitl«>*» a j<»ki- ni t!i* m t|.*li < <iiiti i\ .ui* « " 
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^^ I foresee he '11 break down at the first go off," said Car- 
ringtou, who through all the controversy seemed impressed 
with the very humblest opinion of my merits. 

** I foresee exactly the reverse," said Pike. " I've seldom 
met a more acute youngster, nor one readier to take up your 
meaning ; and if the varlet does n't get spoilt by education, 
but simply follows out the bent of his own shrewd intelli- 
gence, lie '11 do well yet." 

^'^ You rate him more highly than I do," said Carringtdn, 
again. 

*' Not impossible eitht»r ; we take our soundings with very 
dissimilar lead-lines," said Pike, scotfingly. ^^My opinion 
is formed by hearing tlie boy's own observations about 
character and life wiieii lie was speaking of Broughton ; but 
if you were ten times as right about him, and I twice as 
many times in the wrong, he '11 do for what I intend him." 

The others expressed their full concurrence in the captain's 
view of the matter, voted me a phoenix of all young vaga- 
bonds, and their brother-officer Carrington a downright ass, 
— l>oth being my own private sentiments to the letter. 

And now for an honest avowal! It was the fiattery of 
my natural acuteness — the captain's panegyric on my apti- 
tude and smartness — that won me over to a concurrence in 
tlie scheme; for, at heart, I neither liked the notion of 
'' service," nor the prospect of the abstemious living he had 
so |>ointedly alludeii to. Still, to justify the favorable im- 
])rc8si<)n he had conceived of me, and also with some half 
hope that I should see **life" — the ruling passion of my 
mind — under a new aspect, I resolved to accept the propo- 
sition so soon as it should be made to me ; nor had I long to 
wait that moment. 

**Con, my lad/* said the captain, '*you may leave that 
l)elt there ; come aft here, — I want to speak to you. What 
are your plans when you reach Quebec? Do you mean to 
look after your old master. Sir Dudley, again?" 

** No, sir ; I have had enough of salt water for a time, — 
I'll keep my feet on dry land now." 

** But what line of life do you propose to follow? " 

I hesitated for the answer, and was silent. 

** I mean," resumed he, ''is it your intention to become a 
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fariii-st*rv:int with stunr of thr ctnijrraiil f:iiiiilii-6. nr «i.: \ •. 

fck'rk fi>r ctiiplnyiiK'nt iti the town? ** 

**()i- wdiild vmi like t«> onlist, iiiv l:i«lr" timki* in ai.-'.v 
^* No. thank you. sir; pi'miKitioii in slow fn»iii tht r:ir ^•. 

and I vr a n«>ti(»i t>iic f>ii<;hl to nii»v«> * up,* ui« lti«-\ 

*• on. Ml life. 

'* Li>hii !»» thr varU't now,'* naid I'ikr. in Kn n«*ii . • v 
frllou '^ :i> r*»ol with us as if wv w«>r(' r\a«'tl> hi<« iMitia.-. .-•. 
no iiiiiir. I 'II ti'll voii what it is, lads," adiliil h*-, -Mr -.. 

« 

'•whrn -urh roL:iir> iournrv tho i'«»ad of lifi* ■•iniiiv. '.• . 
rai>f tlitin>flr»s t«> station and finini-iMv ; \%\\\ wtti-ri 

h«'ld lo'jrthrl ill Im:I'»-«i"«*. th«—i WVV thr fi'lh»«^ fi.'i" 
utht rs dM\\ii. and t'|]iTl the iii«»**l di<«a**tiiius •«<M'i.ki n -. 
lio|i«i. - Si» Vmu'II ii'iI l»r :i -•>ldli'i. < nh.' " utli|i*t| lit-. r» - . 
ili'j Ih«' \« in:ti-iil:ii ; " \\ill, \s\\ii\ ate youi l«ir.Hj« a.-* :• 
(■i\ il Ml \ \i'\". " 

" Aiivthiiij til iM'^iii with, >ir." 

** i^Miiii- r ijtii. hid. \\r\\ xaiil : a fair start i^ all v«mj .i-% 

•• W li\ . "^n . I i-:ii r \ ii'» wii-jhl. lillirr Hi I In* -h-ii-*- . ■? _• . . ,. 
(H i'!i:ir M'li I ; :tijd it :i liL'til i-i|ilitiiiii'nt l:ivi'<« -|*«ii1. I . 
<'lKirHi I' • In |.|:iii'i| ui 11." 

I III I .ipi;i!li L::«\r :i -ldi--'jl:iln'« :»t tin- iithi'f** .i«» " .;. 
.s:i\. " W ;io I loifii-l Mi >M\ itpihiMii iif Ihi'* li-K-'.t ' . 
till h \\i III •III . " I ti.i\i :i lliiiii'jht III ni\ III I 1 ' '- 
('•III- '"I'l I- :i I t'\\ iif "II". :i' (lit iiit;i'i«-i- ;i> **.- 
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*' Tlio true state of the case is this : " — and here he entered 
upon an explanation which I need not trouble the reader by 
recapitulating, sincre it merely went the length I have already 
related, save that he added, in conclusion, this important 
piece of information : — 

** Your golden rule, in every difliculty, will then be, to 
assure Mrs. Davis that you always did so, whatever it may 
be, when you were living with Lord George, or Sir Charles, 
or the Hisliop of Drone. You understand me, eh?" 

'' I think so, sir," said I, brightening up, and at the same 
time stealing an illustration from my old legal practices. 
*'In Mrs. Davis's court there are no precedents." 

'* Exactly, Con ; hit the nail on the very head, my boy ! " 

** It will not be a very ditticult game, sir, if the guests are 
like the mistress." 

'*So they are, for the most p:irt; now and then you'll 
have a military and naval ofHcer at table, and you'll be 
obliged to look out sharp, and not let them detect you; but 
with the skippers of merchantmen, dockyard people, store- 
keepers, male anil female, I fancy you can hold your own." 

** Why, sir, I hope they'll be satisfied with the qualifica- 
tion that contented my former titled masters," said I, with 
a knowing twinkle of the eye he seeme<l to relish pro- 
digiously, and an assumed tone of voice that suited well 
the part I was to play. 

** Come down below, now, and we '11 write your characters 
for you ; '* and so he l)ockoned the others to accompany him 
to the cabin, whither I followed them. 

An animated debate ensueil as to the number and nature 
of till* certificates I ought to |K)ssess, some being of opinion 
that I should have those of every kind and degree ; others 
alleging that my ligc forbaile the likeliliood of my having 
»erve<i in more than two or three situations. 

** What say you to this, lads?" said Pike, reading from a 
n»ugh and much-corrected draft before him : — 

'I'll** lH'an»r, Cornelius Cregan, has lived in my s<?rvice ten 
months as a pajje ; he is scrupulously honest, active, and intelli- 
giMit, w«*ll ucquainttHl with the duties of his station, and compe- 
tent to discharge them in the first families. I now dismiss him 
at hii) own request. Cecilia Mkndlksuaw. 
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"<iail! I M rtillicr iiwkc liim itUrt AH wluit titty call in hw 
own iittnitrv a 'Tay-lmy,' " (WM CaiTinfCtoD. — " <M)r -if 
DiiHM' hitH or Inniirtliitl k*')*!-)*^'*' ^nt' KKitvre mcd sbuut ii>r 
oulitkirtH >>r Diihliii." 

*- Vniir lioixir in ntilil, xir," waiil I, filail to Hbow mviwlf 
hIhivc liny iil>i>iint vanity mi tlit> iuH>rt' nf my •■■riy Iwkiii- 
nine: ** ii * Tuv-lxty ' on tlit- Katlimiiitit rowl, alil<^ ti> ilri«r 
■ jiiMiiliii-^-citr itml wuii nt Inlilf." 

■•'I'liittV III.- iti:ttk. I l»-li>'Vi-." Haiil rikf. "Kiipi.w. 
tlwti. «>■ «;iy: ■r..ii (r.'^riii haM wrvnl m.- Iwi-lvt- itfuilh-. 
wnitfil III iiilili'. ;in<l Iiiki'ii <-iirr iif ii lioriw- am) i-ar.' 

•■All. sir!" Mii.) I. •■^.iiviiii Iri-'li'i.-iilU-iiinitwJth a -Tay- 
lH>y ' wtiM Ih' rliLT "lioki-ij lliiiii tliiil. It will-1 U-: ■ I ivr- 
tify lliiil <'>irtii-liii- ('ii'^Mii. nlio -x-rvfrl in my •■■•lulili-fainrtit 

an lir-lmllvr. :iii<l ■«-■-:(•• :ill\ ii-^xlin;! Hit- iniwliriian. ■■ 

:i iii'sl r>—iH'<'l;il>1<- -•■rviiiit. H.'II-iii.'iiin>T>'<l ami nii]Mftfit1, 
tiii\iri^ ii1«:iv- liv<-'l in liii:li xiliiiili-ni^. aii<l wilb tin- taimt 
tli-1iii-_'ilin \ In.hM'iii^l-.'" 

"All, tliiit - it.'* iT.'ki' in ('iirrniLit'in; *■ ■ hihIithUikU 
l!iiii|>->. iiii'l i- |H'if<--*ilv ■■■•iii|H-ti-nl In innki- Jt>llii-(i. mim)|>«. 
an.t ,.r.-.■.^..,. ■ 

••Itv .l'>\-'. ~. 1 w». :' It'- »•> liin.l h> r<-ni>'iii>-r wbst th« 
f.-ll..»'i-. 

-I lliiiik »■ iii:m I<':>v.' it I., till If." - ii.| l>ik<> ; •■ bv 

■M'..!ii. t . Iiiv' :i \.'\ v'---l t.'>ti''ii ■•• n:ii) 1 •-ary. N>. 

M i-*.i * .11. «iit.- \.>iii -iwii l-i..,M ll.!l^. iii\ lail, ai)>l w» 'U 
•Jl^. II :.:t tl.- '.It:|l .HrT.-i,.'^ >.r iKi. l»iltliu >n<l M'Ul." 

■ll'- . j.i'v v.-if :. rai.1-1." -Ill :tli.illl.T. "tit pm 
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Tlu! whole view is panoramic. The bending of the river 
n\i\i\H out tlie chatmel by which you have made your approach, 
^iviti^ i\\v Hcinbhmee of a hike, on whose surface vessels of 
every nation lie at anelior, some with the sails hung out to 
dry, i^raeiifully droopin*^ from the taper spars; others refit- 
tin;^ a^ain for sea, and loading the huge pine-trunks, moored 
ah vaHt raftri to tlie stern. There were people everywhere; 
:ill >\:is motion, life, and activity. Jolly-boats with twenty 
ojurt, man-of-war gigs bounding rapidly past them with 
eiglit ; eanoes skinnning by without a ripple, and seemingly 
witliout impulse, till you caught sight of the lounging !i;:ure 
who lay at full length in the stern, and whose red features 
wen* si^anre distinguisliable from the copper-coloretl bark 
of his boat. Some moved upon the rafts, and even on single 
trunks of trees, as, separated from the mass, they floated 
<lowii on tJH' swift (uu'HMit, boat-hook in hand, to catch at the 
lir.si ohject <'hanet^ might offer them. The quays, and the 
htieets U-adiiig <lowu to them were all thronged; and as 
you <'ast your ev(^ upwards, here and there above the tall 

ft %. m * ' 

roofs miiiht \tv seen the winding tlight of stairs that lead to 
the upper town, alike daik with the moving tide of men. On 
every emhrasure and gallery, on every terrace and platform, 
it was the sanu',, Nevt'r did I behold such a human tide! 

Now, there was souh'thing amazingly inspiriting in all this, 
p.'irticularlv when coming from the solitude and monotonv of 
a long voyage. The very voices that ye-hoed, the hoarse 
challenge of the sentinels on the rock, the busy hum of the 
town, ma(h* <leli(!i(»us music to mv ear; and I could have 
stood and lean4*<l ovt'r the bulwark for hours to gaze at the 
scM-ne. I own no liighei* interest invested the picture, for I 
\\:\< iirnorant of Wolfe; I ha<l n4*ver heard of Montc-alm; 
the plains of '* Ahra'm ' were to me but grassy slopes, and 
*Miotliing more." It was the life and stir; the tide of that 
human ocean on which I longed myself to be a swimmer, — 
these were what charmed me. Nor was the deck of the old 
'* Hampden " inactive all the while, although seldom attracting 
much of my notice. Soldiers were nmstering, knapsacks 
packing, rolls calling, belts bulling, and coats brushing on all 
sich's; men irruinbling ; sergeants cursing ; officers swearing; 
half-dressed invalids popping \i[) their heads out of hatch- 
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wHjs, answering to wrong names, ari<l doctore ordering thera 
down iigain witli many an anathema ; soldiers in the way of 
sailors, and sailors always hauling at something that inter* 
ffretl with liiu insiwetioii-drill : every one in the wrong place) 
and eaeh cursing his neifthbor for stnpidity. 

At lust the shore-bouts boardeil us, as if our confusion 
wiiiiled unvthing to increase it. Ited-faced harlMir-tnaslera 
HJiook hands with tlie skipper and pilot, and diaappearit) 
into the " round-house " to discuss grog and the late gales. 
Olllcers from the garrison came <jut to welcome their friends, 
for it was the second battalion we had on board of a regi- 
ment whose Hrst had been some years in Canada ; and then 
what a rush of iuquhies were exchanged. "How's the 
Duke? " " All quiet in England? " "No signs of war in 
Europe?" " Are the 8th come home?" " Where's Forbes?" 
"Has Uavern sold out?" — with a mass of such small in- 
terests as engage men who live in coteries. 

Tlien there were emissarieB for newspapers, eagerly hant^ 
ing for spicy minors not found in the last journals ; waiters 
of hotels, |K)rters. boatmen, guides, Indians with moccasins 
to sell, and a hundred other functionaries bespeaking custom 
and patronage; and, although often driven over the side 
most ignominiously at one moment, certain to reappear the 
nest at the opposite gangway. 

How order could ever be established in this floating Rabel, 
I knew not; and yet at last all got into train someliow. 

First one large boat crammed with men, who sat even on 
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8ea bore any proportion. Now, I had no frkodt; no 
cmme to welcome hm*, — none asked for my name. Tlie <i 
cers, ov(*n the captain, in the excitement of arriving, had 
forgotten all alM>ut me ; so that when the mate pat the qi 
tion to me, ''why I didn't go ashore?" I hatl no 
anriwer to ^ivo him than the honest one, *^ tliat I bad 
nothing; t«i do when 1 jzot there." ^' I suppose you knttw 
bow Ut ^ain ii livin* one way or t'other, my liui?** said 
be, with a very diHpara>;iii^ glance out of the comer tii 
bis eye. 

^^ 1 am luthainnl to tmw nir, that I do not." 

** W*»1K I lu'vvr rt«M*M Piraro«>nH starve, — that *s a cr>nifart 
you hnvr ; hut :t*( w«> don't iiH'un to mi*Mi you hen*, you *d 
iM^tter p*t your kit on drrk, and prcpari* to ^o aiihort*.'* 

Now, tht* kit allud«M| t4> wan thi* chrnt of clotlifs ^ivfQ lc> 
me by Uiv captain, whit'h, lH*in^ )K>Htow(Nl for a imrtknibir 
pur|H»H«*, and with an olijrrt now H(*eminxly aliaiMloiiMl iw 
for^ottrn. 1 U'^an to {vv\ •*rrupl«*H us Ui my having any 
claim to. Ijkr an actor wh^t^r fn&;a>;ement had been ftir 
one part, I did not think niyM^lf warrant4*«i in carrying away 
tlie wurdroU* <if tnv «*harartfr ; U'!«idi>M, who should t«*U bi»w 
thi* captain niiixht rcmMit MirU miiduct tin my rtido? 1 might 
\h* tn*at«Ml aH a thief, — 1. Con (Vci:an, whi* hail n^gistm^l a 
soU*nin vow in mv own h«'art to In* a ** tf«*nth>man " ! Such 
an indiL:nity Hh«»uld not U* fntcrtaiiKH], i*v«mi ni thought. Yrl 
was it viTv h:ir«I f'»r onr in |»i»'*«*«-.^iini ,,f ».n«'li an :t<lniirmble 
wardioU* t«> w:iiit :i dinnn ; f«M iiii<* •^o hi\ni i«»ii**lv ap|uir- 
i'IUnI on xUv iMit-iilf, t«» Im' •*!» l:ini« iit.'iMy unproviilfd withm. 
From th*' *i«»hiti<»ii of thi'« knotty •|ii*'Htion I w:ih iiii»<*t fortu- 
nat*'ly pri'^irvi'il !iv \\u- :irn\:il of n ror|N>r:d **{ XUv tb, 
who r:iiiii' uilh :in ••I'I«m f'<i:n < -i|>t:iiii Piki* that I wlHiukl 
at on<*.- ri)»:iir to hi-, .piii'i'-. th tin* I |'|Hr Titwn. 

Not Uiii^ |Mili:t|><. Ill .'ii-o < i|>'.t.ii •. i-'iiirnlrn('i*. nor bavtiig 
aiiv vi-rv rli-ai n'»li'»i; ..♦ ■ ■, i. .. :-.. ^!.i!i..n ui hf«\ — for I 
wan dri— ^»«l in :»ri .ill • • ii\ »'il i I- •• i-jin j-«*:ip. \U%* 
|x»ral ililivrrt'l i.i-* m. '-.ij* !•• :;.. wiiii n iuiliiarv salute, 
a 4»»Ttani :»ir of .!• i,«r. ri« » \i ! \ . > i'- Iil t" ns fi*«'lnii(s. 

**ll:(\« \'>i| :i Ui:it :ii> MiJ^i- i . < - - |i- h .ti ' " fUli«| 1, ftft t 

kuiii;:**! li-^tli -f*l\ •Ml tht* litiiti.H ii 

*• V*-**, Hif ; a |»:iir of oarn, — w ill that d»»? " 
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"Yea, that wiU do," replied 1, negligently. "See my 
traps safe on board, and tell me when ttll'e ready." 

The corporal saluted once more, and went to give the 
necessary directions i meanwhile the mate, who had beeu a 
most amazed spectator of the scene, came over and stood 
right opposite me, with an expression of the most ludicrous 
doubt and hesitation. It was Just at that moment that, in 
drawing the cloak round me, I discovered in a pocket of it 
an old cigar-case. I took it out with the most easy iion- 
cAoIance, and, leisurely striking a light, began smoking away, 
and not bestowing even a glance at my neighbor. 

ABloiiishment had so completely gotten the better of the 
man that he could not utter a word ; and I perceived that 
he had to look over the side, where the boat lay, to assure 
himself that the whole was reality. 

"All right, sir," said the corporal, carrying his band to 
his cap. 

I arose languidly from my recumbent position, and fol- 
lowed the soldier to the gangway ; then, turning slowly 
around, I surveyed the mate from bead to foot, with a glance 
of mild but contemptuous pity, while I said, "In your sta- 
tion, my good man, the lesson is perhaps not called for, 
since you may rarely be called on to exercise it ; but I would 
wish lo observe that you will save yourself much humilia- 
tion and considerable contempt by not taking people for 
what they seem by externals." With this grave admonition, 
delivered in a balf-tbeatrical tone of voice, I draped my 
"toga" so as to hide any imperfection of my interior cos- 
tume, ami descended majestically ititu tli>' liimt. 

Whi'n wo reached the barrack, which was in Uic I'ppor 
Town, the captain waa at m«w, bat bad left orders that I 
should have my dinner, and bft>M|iSilM|flBWl*'*t 1" "^y 
full livery, in tin? evening. ~ 

I dmod, vrry rancb I 
"d'''tiri»" of the ■ 
tHJn's 

am free to < 
y bit of e 
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h^MLimeuts : but \h\< was a mere minor consideration, and 
$v> 1 fill a,> I :\hiu<i myself standing alone in the captain's 
sii;iii^-rvH.':ii. auvi eii«U-avoriDg to accustom myself to m^' own 
vo:-Y sh.'wv kieutity. as reflected in a large cheval glaiu, 
^ir.vii oxiiiMivi :iu- -i-'wu to the very backles of my shoes. 

I will iK>t A'A'.rn i: jKisitively, bat only throw it out as a 
liuiu liiai liu' Tii:ijv»r j»art of a decanter of sherry, which I 
ili>oiis>i\l a; iii:i:u'r. auleil in lifting me above the paltry con- 
sivU*raiion ot' iikto api>eaRiuee, and made me feel what I 
luivo ofii'M iioarxi i'aj:^e\l vagaln^nds iu the streets denomi- 
nate ** tho di^iiiiv oi a mau.** Bv decrees* too. I not onlv 
sjivw tvwiK'ilo'i t«» tlk' iaudy ix>stume, but began — strange 
aovN»iiiiiiiKlatuni <.'!' t\vliiii: — actually to enjoy its distinctive 

K'lVM'M'WV. 

" riu'iv aro youui: iifutlemen. Con," said I, in soliloquy, 
•• uuinv art' ilu'tv who would look absurd merrv-andrews if 
du*ssv\i ill this lashion. There are fellows to whom this kind 
v»t' Uiin^ would Iv a s*>re test! These bright tints would 
play \\w very devil with their i^Muplexion, — not to mention 
thai every oueV le^s eould n't atfv^rd such publicity! But 
Com, my frieiul. you have a natural aptitude for every shade 
of e\tlor. and t\»r every station and o«)udition. Courage, my 
hoy ! ahliouirh in the rear rank at present, you '11 march in 
the van yet. Nature has been srracious with you, Mr. 
Crei:an! " saivl 1, warinii\i: with the subject, while, with ray 
hand?* deei» down in tny eoat-p»»ekets, 1 walked backward 
and forward Ik* fore the irlass. stealinir sitlelong glances at 
myself as 1 passed; •' there are fellows who, l»om in your 
station, would have ilied hi it, without a bit more influence 
ov»T llu'ir fate in tiiis life than a PoldiKxiv oyster; they'd 
veuetate t«) the end t>f existence, and slip out of the world 
as a fellow shirks mit of a sheUvn-house when he hasn't 
tu* peiiee for another ' datidy * of puneh. Not so with you. 
Con Creiran ! Y*)u have hydroiren in \*nu — you have the 
buoyant element that Si»ars alH»ve the vuliiar heni. These 
are not the partial sentiments of a dear friend, Con, they 
are the current oj»inions t>f the world alniut you. How sinm 
the * Captain * saw wiiat stuff you were made of! How long 
was old Pike in deteetinii the latent ]>ower8 of your 
intellect ? " Wiiat a slumt of laughter followeil these words ! 



It came from half -a- dozen officcra, who, baving entered the 
room during uiy apostrophe, had concealed themselves behind 
a screen to listen to the i>eroratiou. 




They now rushed out in a body, and, throwing themselves 
into chairs and upon sofas, laughed till the very room rang 
with the clamor, the captain himself joinino; in the emotion 
with all his heart. As for mc, however self-satislied but one 
mom<'Ut back, I was humbled to the very earth now ; the 
vauntiugs by which I bad been soothing my vanity were 
suddenly turned into scoffs and sneers at my self-conceit, 
and I actually looked to see if I could not leap out of the 
window, and never be secu by one of the party again. The 
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^'It's mighty oseful at times, sir/' said I, with a half 
glance towards Captain Pike. 

*' You're too much, gentlemen, far too much for my poor 
friend Con," said the captain ; '' you forget that he 'sonly a 
poor Irish lad. Come, now, let us rather think of starting 
him in the world, with something to keep the devil out of 
his pocket." And, with this kind suggestion, he chucked a 
dollar into his cap, and then commenced a begging tour of 
the room, which, 1 am ready to confess, showed the company 
to be far more generous than they were witty. 

** Here, Master Con," said he, as he poured the contents 
into my two hands, *' here is wherewithal to pay your footing 
at Mrs. Davis's. As a traveller from the old country, you '11 
be expected to entertain the servants* hall, — do it liberally ; 
there's nothing like a bold push at the first go off." 

^^ I know it, sir ; my father used to say that the gentleman 
always won his election who made most freeholders drunk 
the first day of the poll." 

'* Your father was a man of keen observation. Con." 

"And is, sir, still, with your leave, if kangaroo meat 
has n't disagreed with him, and left me to sustain the honors 
of the house." 

'" Oh, that's it. Con, is it? " said Captain Pike, with a sly 
glance. 

''Yes, sir, that's it," said I, replying more to his look 
than his words. 

*' Here's the letter for Mrs. Davis: you'll present it 
early to-morrow ; be discreet, keep your own counsel, and 
I *ve no doubt you'll do well." 

*>' I 'd be an ungrateful vagabond if I made your honor 
out a false prophet," said I ; and, bowing respectfully to the 
company, I withdrew. 

''What a wonderful principle of equilibrium exists be- 
tween one's heart and one's pocket ! " thought I as I went 
downstairs. '' I never felt the former so light as now that 
the latter is heavv." 

I wandered out into the town, somewhat puzzled how to 
dispose of myself for the evening. Had I been performing 
the part of a '' walking gentleman," I fancied I could have 
easily hit upon some appropriate and becoming pastime. A 
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thfrutrir, there ws» one in the ^* Lover Tovb.* 

tiivi^rii ttfUsrwardH, would have filled the 

wfu4 lirfut t#> ^o U> Fied. *^ Time to go to bed!** — 

phriiHi^ ^Mirri of a thouHand and one oomrcntioaaJitiaL For 

H/iriKT, tliul tina: amiPM when the son has aet. and vidi hs JMt 

hciufiH of roHy li^ht nfminds labor of the omiia^ iBorryv. 

1'o hr«irtir, il JH the hoiif when wearied facolties ^"^i <ki do 

ffioi'ir, when linMl intellect falters '* by the way,** 

not ki-i-|i Wui ^* limf of march." To others, it 

diiwniii^^ lif<htf und when roses and rouge look gfaastlr; and 

Ui othirH, tt^uin, whose '^ deeds are evil," it la tlie ^aue of 

nMfiidiiy. 

Now, }iH for nic, I was neither wearied by tofl dot plea- 
Mi irir ; no HiriiHi* of piiHt fatigue, no anticipation of coming 
cxirrlioii, itivil4Ml shiiiitMir, — nay, I was actnallT more 
wfiki'fiil than I \iiu\ Immmi during the entire eTening. and I 

fi'lt. u inoHt iinpiilHivc clcHire for a little social enjoyment, 

that, kind of inl4*rrr)iirs(; with strangers which I always 
n^nmrki'd hud tht; (•iTtu'.t of eliciting my own conversatioiud 
qniilitifH to ti iU'tfwv. that a.stonished even myself. 

In Ht'tirch of hohm; hoitrtt* of entertainment, some pablic 
ri-Hi*ii, I piirrd all tin* Htrrtjis of the Upper Town, bat -to no 
piirpoHi!. Occasionally, li<;hts in a drawing-room, anid the 
hoihkI of a piano, would trll whore some small evening partv 
waH uHrtcni tiled ; or now and then, from a lower storv, a 
JoyoHH roar <if lan<{hiri', or the merry chorus of a drinking- 
hon«/, wonM hcHpi-ak Home after-dinner convivialities; but to 
niin^'lt' ill Hecncs like these, I felt that I had yet a long n^ad 
to Itjivi-i, ay, to pass nnist^rr in the very humblest of those 
rinliH, \\hat a deal had I to learn! How much humility^ 
how mueh eonfidenee ; what deference, and what self-re- 
lianee; what niint;led <^ravity and levity; what shades and 
j^radal.ions of color, so nicely balanced and proportioned, 
too, that, nnr**solved by the prism, they show no pre- 
|)oiidcratin<{ tint, make np that pellucid property men 
call '*tact!" Ay, Con, that is your rarest gift of all, — 
only acquire that, and yon may dis]>en8e with ancestry, 
and kindred, and even wealth itself; since he who has 
*Mact'* participates in all these advantages, ^^ amotig his 
friends." 
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As I moBed thos, I had reached the ^' Lower Town/' and 
found myself opposite the door of a tavern, over which a 
brilliant lamp illuminated the sign of ^^ The British Grena- 
dier," — a species of canteen in high favor with sergeants 
and quartermasters of the garrison. I entered boldly, and 
with the intention of behaving generously to myself; but 
scarcely had I passed the threshold than I heard a sharp 
voice utter in a half- whisper, ^^ Dang me if he an't in 
livery ! " 

I did not wait for more. My ^^ tact " assured me that 
even there I was not admissible; so I strolled out again, 
muttering to myself, ^^ When a man has neither friend nor 
supper, and the hour is past midnight, the chances are it ia 
^ time to go to bed ; ' " and with this sage reflection, I wended 
my way towards a humble lodging-house on the quay, 
over which, on landing, I read the words, ^^The Emigrant'a 
Home." 





xV- 'l.^_ M 



w.;ii - iii»; 




HOW I " FELL IN " AND -OUT" WITH "WIDOW DA Via" 181 

ber of years her house had been the rendezvous of every- 
thing houseless, from the newly come "married" officer to 
the flash commercial traveller from the States; from the 
agent of an unknown land company to the " skipper" of a 
r:uik pretentious enough to dine at a boarding-house. The 
I'ritAblishment — as abc lovetl to style it — combined all the 
frue-and-easy air of domesticity with the enjoyment of so- 
ciety. It was an "acted newspaper," where paragraphs, mil- 
itary and naval, social, scandalous, and commercial, were 
fabricated with a speetl no " compositor "could have kept up 
with. Here the newly arrived subaltern heard all the pipe- 
clay gossip. Dot uf tbe garrison, bat of the Proviace; here 
the barman made contracts and took orders; here tbe 
••French Deputy " picked up what be called afterwards in 
the ChamtK'r ••I'opiniou publique;" and here the men of 
pirie-lc^D and white deal imbibed what they fer^'ently believed 
to be the habits and maonera of the " English aristocracy." 
" To invest the etttubliuhment with this character," to make 
it go forth to the world as the mirror of high and fashionable 
life, had been the passioo of Mrs. D.'s existence. Never 
did monarch labor for the safeguard that might fence and 
hed(:e round hia dynasty more zealously ; never did nunister 
Hlrive for the guarantees that should insure the continuance 
of liis system. It was the moving purpose of her life; in it 
she ha<l invested all her activity, both of mind and body; 
and as she looked back to tlie barbarism from which her 
gi'iKTouii ilevotion had rescued hundreds, she might well be 
pardoned if a ray of self-glorification lighted up her face. 
'• When I think of (Quebec when T. •)." — her familiar mode 
of alluding to the defnnci Thomas .loho — *• and myself first 
beheld it," would she say. "and see it now. I believe I may 
be proud." Tbe social habits were indeed at a low ebb. 
Tbe skippen — and there were few other strangers - had a 
nuuiifest contempt for the use of the fork at dinner, and |>er- 
1 Vini\ "t -wiir.l-exercise while eating, of the most 
fwirfgl kind. Niijiliiri- w^re always misconBtmed, — the pre- 
vailtng impniMifin u-'im: i\M tbey were pocket-handkerchiefs. 
HUti interest in his own wine-glass : while 
k ad with such luxuries, and drank 
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uniler the Uble, being long batiituaUnl to dine at a cask with 
a plank on it, and of course ket.-[>ii)g their limbs "stowed 
away " under the seat ; and one, an old and mnch-respected 
river pilot, wn.s carriMl away Insensible from table, on bear- 
in;; that grug was not a reci^uized table beven^e through- 
out the British dominions. 

The bauishmeut of lolisoouse and sea-pie, pork, with its 
coiK-umitant cataplasm of peas, and other einiilar delicacies 
from the bill of fare, completed the dofeetion; and at last 
none remaiiietl of the " once guo<Uie company," save an old 
attenuate*! (luerneey Bkipi>er too much in debt to leave, but 
who attributed hit> fealty to the preference he entertained 
for "lis usa<;cs de lu bonne soci^t^ et la charmant« Mde. 
Davia." T. •!. could never hold up hie head i^ain ; be moped 
about the docks and quays, like the restless spirit of some 
Ancient Mariner. Everyone pitied him; and he grew so 
uccuHtomcd to condokiice — so dependent, in fact, on com- 
miseration — that he s[>eut his days in rowing from one ship 
til the other in the harlx>r. drinking grog with the skippers, 
till, by dint of pure Bym)>athy, he slipped quietly into his 
grave, after something like a two years' attack of delirium 
tremens. 

The same week that saw T. J. descend to the tomb saw 
bis widow ascend to the " Upi>erTown," — the more conge- 
nial locality for aspirations like hers. If no enlt^stic in- 
scription marked his resting-place, a very showy brass plate 
adorned hers. From that hour she was emancipated ; it 
seemed, indeed, as if she had turned a corner in life, and at 
once emerged from gloom and darkness into sunshine. It 
chanoed that the Ijarracks were at that very moment under- 
i!"iii); r.-]>.'iir. ^niii :-.■> .■r:i\ nfllcera were glad to find, at a con- 
venient dijitiinci?, ili>' (oturorts and accommodations which a 
plausible sdverliHeTn-'nt in the " Quebec Messenger " assured 
e to be ol>l,iim<i for one pound one shilling weekly, 
srr peopU' «li<' I<^11 you that we live in a heartless, 
grabliing, mm-iJn;; age, where each preys ujhhi his 
, and whrre gaii "^ the spirit of every contract: 
in what perlodt "irld was maternal tender- 

■ iximforiff <>M| " watchful nnxiclies of 

love, to b« ^H ' Who t'ViT huanl of 
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bachelors being admitted into families, where music and the 
arts formed the evening's recreation, in the Middle Ages? 
Does Herodotus inform us that *'*' young and attractive 
ladies would take charge of a widower's household, and 
superintend the care of his family " ? Not a bit of it ! On 
this point, at least, the wisdom of our ancestors has no 
chance with us. There is not a wish of the heart, there is 
not a yearning of the affections, that a three-and-sixpenny 
advertisement in the ''Times" will not evoke a remedy for. 
You can make love, or a book, or a speech, by deputy ; for 
every relative you lose, there are fifty kind-hearted creatures 
to supply the place ; and not only may you travel over half 
the globe without more personal exertion than it costs you 
to go to bed, but you can be measured either for a wife or a 
suit of clothes without ever seeing the lady or the tailor. 

The '■' Hotel Davis," so said the newspaper, " was situateil 
in the most airy and healthful locality of the Upper Town." 
No one ever rung the bell of tlie hall-door from the first of 
October to May, but would acknowledge the truth of the 
first epithet. ^' The society, for admission to which the most 
particular references are required, embraces all that is intel- 
lectual, high-bred, and refined. The table, where preside the 
' feast of reason and the flow of soul,' combines the elegance 
and delicacy of the French, with the less sophisticated suc- 
culence of En«rlish cookerv. Intellectual resources, — the 
humanizing infliuMices of song and poetry, — the varied plea- 
sures of cultivated and kindred spirits, which have won for 
this establisiinient tiie epithet of the Davisian Acrojxdis, 
continue to niakt' it tiie chosen retreat of gentlemen con- 
nected witii civil and military pursuits, who are lodged and 
boarded for one guinea weekly. 

** Ueceptions every Thursday. Balls, during the winter, 
on the first Monday of each month." 

Such was one anions nianv — 1 select it as the shortest — 
announcements of this cheap Elysium ; and now, two words 
about Mrs. D herself. She was a poor, thin, 8hrivelle<l-up 
little woman, with a rugged, broken -up face, whose profile 
looked like a jagged saw. Next to elegance of manner, her 
passion was personal appearance, — by which she meant the 
adventitious aid of false hair, rouge, and cosmetics: and 
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these she employed with such ever- varying ingenuity that 
her complexion changed daily from classic pallor to Spanish 
richness, while the angle of incidence of her eyebrows took 
in everything, from forty-five degrees to the horizontal. Her 
style was '' sylph," and so she was gauzy and floating in all 
her drapery. A black veil to the back of her head, a filmy, 
gossamer kind of scarf across her shoulders, assisted this 
deception, and when she crossed the room, gave her the air 
of a clothes'-line in a high wind. 

Black mittens, over fingers glowing in all the splendor of 
imitation rings, and a locket, about the size of a cheese-plate, 
containing the hair — some said the scalp — of the late 
T. J., completed a costume which Mrs. D. herself believed 
Parisian, but to which no revolution, democratic or social, 
could reduce a Frenchwoman. 

She borrowed her language as well as her costume from 
the ''Grande Nation," and with this comfortable reflection, 
that she was not likely to be asked to restore the loan. Her 
French was about as incongruous as her dress ; but Quebec, 
fortunately, was not Paris, and she drove her coach-and-six 
through *' Adelow," with a hardihood that outstripped, if it 
did not defy, criticism. 

By the military and naval people she was deemed the best 
"fun" going; her pretension, her affectation, her shrewd- 
ness, and her simplicity, her religious homage to fashion, 
her unmerciful tyranny towards what she thought vulgarity, 
made her the subject of many a joke and much amusement. 
The other classes, the more regular habitues of the " house," 
thought she was a princess in disguise; they revered her 
opinions as oracles, and only wondered how the court-end 
could spare one so evidently formed to be the glass of 
fashion. 

If I have been too prolix in my sketch, kind reader, attri- 
bute it to the true cause, — my anxiety to serve those who 
are good enough to place themselves under my guidance. 
Mrs. D. still lives ; the establishment still survives ; at five 
o'clock each day — ay, this very day, I have no doubt — her 
table is crowded by " the rank and fashion " of the Quebec 
world ; and the chances are, if you yourself, worthy reader, 
should visit that city, that you may be glad to give your 
blank days to the fare of Madam Davis. 
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It was ten o'clock iu the forenoon as I arrived at her door, 
and sent in Captain Pike's letter, announcing my arrival. I 
found Mrs. D. in what she called her own room, — a litUe 
den of about eleven feet square, shelved all round, and 
showing an array of jars and preserve-pots that was most 
imposing, — the offerings of skippers from the West India 
Islands and Madeira, who paid a kind of black-mail in pre- 
served ginger, guavas, yams, pepper-pots, chili, and potted 
crabs that would have given liver complaints to half the 
Province. 

Mrs. D. was standing on a step-ladder, arranging her 
treasures by the aid of a negro boy of about twelve years 
old, as 1 entered ; and not feeling that I was of consequence 
sutticieut to require a more formal audience, she took a 
steady and patient observation of me, and then resumed her 
labors. The little window, about six feet from the ground, 
threw a fine Rembrandt light upon me as I stood in my 
showy habiliments, endeavoring, by an imposing attitude, to 
exhibit myself to the best advantage. 

''Forty-seven; Guava jelly, Sambo! — where is forty- 
seven ? " 

''Me no see him," said Sambo; "missus eat him up, 
perhaps." 

" * Monsonze ! you filthy cieature ; look for it, sirrah ! " 
So saying, Mrs. Davis applied her double eye-glass to her 
eyes, and again surveyed nie for some seconds. 

" You are the " — she hesitated — "' the young pei*son my 
friend Pike brought out, I believe?" 

" Yes, my lady/' said I, bowing profoundly. 

"What's your name? The captain has not written it 

clearly." 

" (,'r('<r{in, my lady, — Con Cregan." 

"Con Con," repeated she twice or thrice; ''what does 
Con moan ? " 

" It's the short for Cornelius, mv ladv." 

"Ah, the abbreviation for Cornelius! And where have 
you lived, Cornelius?" 

" My last place, my lady, was Sir Miles O'Ryan's, of 
Roaring Water." 

" What are you doing, you wretch? Take your filthy fin- 
gers out of that pot this instant ! " screamed she, suddenly. 
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" Me taate him, an' be be <iam hot ! " cried the ni^er, 
dancing from one foot to the other, as his mouth was on fire 
from tasting capsicum pods. 

I thought of my own muBtard esperience, and then, tuni- 
ing a glance of ineffable contempt upon my black friend, 
said, "Those creatures, my lady, are so ignorant, they 
really do not know the nature of the commonest condiments. " 

" Very true, Cornelius, I would wish, however, to observe 
to you that although my family are all persons of rank, I 
have no title myself, — that is to say," added she, with a 
pleasing smile, 'T do not assume it here; therefore, until 
we return to England, you need n't address me iM ladyship." 

" No, my lady, — I beg your ladyship's pardon for furgeb- 
tiii<i ; but as I have always lived in high families, I 've got 
tlie habit, my lady, of saying, ' my lady.' " 

" 1 am Madam, plain Madam Davis. There, I knew 
you 'd do it, you nasty little beast, your odious black crea- 
ture ! " This sudden apostrophe was evoked by the nigger 
endeavoring to balance a jam-pot on his thumb, while he 
spun it round with the other hand, — an exploit that ended 
in a smash of the Jar, and a squash of the Jam all over my 
silk stockings. 

" It's of no consequence, my lady; I shall change them 
when I dress for dinner," said I, with consummate ease. 

"The jam is lost, however. Will you kindly beat him 
about the head with that candlestick beside you?" 

I seized the implement, as if in most choleric mood. But 
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*' You '11 wait at table to-day." 
" Vex, my lady — madaiii, I mean." 

" Soup always goes.flrat to Mrs. Trussford, — black velvet, 
and very fat ; tben to tbe lady in blue apectacles ; afterwards 
Miss Moriarty. Ab, I'm too weak for giving directions; 
1 'm in what they call ' uu ^tat de fuillete ; ' " and witb these 
words Mrs. Davis retired, leaviug me to tbe contemplation 
of tlie battle-field and my own bruises. 

My next care was to present myself below staira; and 
altliuugh some may Hmile at the avowal, I had far more 
misgivings about how I shoukl pass nmster with the under* 
lings than with the head of the department. Is the reader 
aware that it was a farrier of the Emperor Alexander's 
guard who Hrst predicted the destruction of the "grand 
army" in Russia? A French horseshoe was shown to bim, 
as a curiosity; and be immediately exclaimed, " Wliat! not 
yet frost^rougbed ? These fellows don't know the climate ; the 
snows begin to-morruw ! " So is it : ignorance and preten- 
Bion are infallibly discovered by "routine" people; they 
look to details, and they at once detect him who mistakes or 
overlooks tliem. 

Resolving, at all events, to make my " Old World " habits 
stand my part in every ditticulty, and to sneer down every- 
think I did not understand, I put on a bold face, and 
descended to the lower regions. 

Great people, "Ministers" and Secretaries for the 
'* Home " and " Foreign," little know how great their privi- 
lege it that in taking otUce they are spared all unpleasant 
meetings with their prcdccf^wDrM. At least, I cmohuk- siiili 
to bo tb» case, and that my l.»nl Fulmerston, -' Hlipiiing 
! abniptly upon Lord Aberdeen "going 
iTcatiftn nrisf between him who 
-^ ]iackiii|j hk |>ortmanteun In lie 
itich, and (liat both the entrance 
^udoctcul witli duo etii:|uett« and 
1" called his cab and 
■cgun to "take up" 
pbor, by lire way, for an 
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could not without risk be despised by these ^^ small boys" 
of refiuement. It is true, they often mourned in secret over 
the altered taste of the old country, which preferred kick- 
shaws and trumpery to its hallowed ribs and sirloins ; but, 
like the folk who sit at the Opera while they long for the 
Haymarket, aud who listen to Jenny Lind while their hearts 
are with Mrs. Keeley, they '^ took out '* in fashion what they 
lost in amusement, — a very English habit, by the way. To 
be sure, and to their honor be it spoken, they wished the 
Queen would be pleased to fancy legs of mutton and loins of 
veal, just as some others are eager for royalty to enjoy the 
national drama ; but they innocently forgot, the while, that 
^' they " might have the sirloin, and ^' the others " Shakspeare, 
even without majesty partaking of either, and that a roast 
goose aud Falstaflf can be relished even without such august 
precedent. Dear, good souls they were, never deviating 
from that fmc old sturdy spirit of independence which makes 
us feel ourselves a match for the whole world in arms, as 
we read the "Times" and hum '' Rule Britannia." 

All this devout homage of a class with whom they had 
nothing in common, aud with which they could never come 
into contact, produced in me a very strange result ; and in 
place of being ready to smile at the imitators, I began to 
couecive a stupendous idea of the natural greatness of those 
who could so impress the ranks beneath them. *' Con," said 
1 to myself, '' that is the class in life would suit you per- 
fectly. There is no trade like that of a gentleman. He 
wlio does nothing is always ready for everything ; the little 
shifts and straits of a liandicraft or a profession narrow and 
confine the natural expansiveness of the intellect, which, 
like a tide over a tlat shore, should swell and spread itself 
out, free and without effort. See to this, Master Con ; take 
care that you don't sit down contented with a low round on 
the ladder of life, but strive ever upwanls; depend on it, 
the view is best from the top, even if it onl}' enable you to 
look down on your competitors." 

These ima<i;iiiings, as might be easily imagined, led me 
to form a very depreciating estimate of my lords and masters 
of the " establishment." Not only their little foibles and 
weaknesses, their small pretensions and their petty attempts 
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at fine life, were all palpable to my eyes, but their humble 
fortunes and narrow means to support such assumption were 
equally so; and there is nothing which a vulgar mind — I 
was vulgar at that period — so unhesitatmgly seizes on for 
sarcasm as the endeavor of a poor man to ''do the fine 
gentleman." 

If no man is a hero to his valet, he who has no valet is 
never a hero at all, — is nobody. I conceived, then, the most 
insulting contempt for the company, on whom I practised a 
hundred petty devices of annoyance. I would drop gravy on 
a fine satin dress, in which the wearer only made her appear- 
ance at festivals, or stain with sauce the ''russia ducks" 
destined to figure through half a week. Sometimes, by an 
adroit change of decanters during dinner, I would produce 
a scene of almost irremediable confusion, when the owner 
of sherry would find himself taking toast-and- water, he of 
the last beverage having improved the time and finished 
the racier liquid. Such reciprocities, although strictly in 
accordance with '' free- trade," invariably led to very warm 
discussions, that lasted through the remainder of the evening. 

Then I removed plates ere the eater was satisfied, and that 
with an air of such imposing resolve as to silence remon- 
strance. When a stingy guest passed up his decanter to 
a friend, in a moment of enthusiastic munificence, I never 
suffered it to return till it was emptied ; while to the elderly 
ladies 1 measured out the wine like laudanum. Every now 
and then, too, 1 would forget to hand the dish to some one 
or other of the company, and affect only to discover my 
error as the last spoonful was disappearing. 

Nor did my liberties end here. I was constantly intro- 
ducing innovations in the order of dinner, that produced 
most ludicrous scenes of discomfiture, — now insisting on the 
use of a fork, now of a spoon, under circumstances where no 
adroitness could compensate for the implement ; and one day 
I actually went so far as to introduce soap with the finger- 
glasses, averring that "it was always done at Devonshire 
House on grand occasions." I thought I should have 
betrayed myself as I saw the efforts of the party to perform 
their parts with suitable dignity; all I could do was to 
restrain a burst of open laughter. 

VOL. I. — 18 
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So long as I prosecuted my reforms on the actual staff of 
the establishment, all went well. Now and then, it is true, I 
used to overhear in French, of which they -believed me to be 
ignorant, rather sharp comments on the '* free-and-easy tone 
of my manners; how careless I had become," and so on, — 
complaints, liowever, sure to be be met by some assurance 
that *'my manners were quite London;" that what I did 
was the type of fashionable servitude, — aiK>logies made less 
to screen me than to exalt those who invented them, as 
thoroughly conversant with high life in England. 

At last, partly from being careless of consequences, for I 
was getting very weary of this kind of life, — the great amuse- 
ment of which used to be repeating my performances for the 
ear of Captain Pike, and he was now removed with his regi- 
ment to Kingstown, — and partly wishing for some incidents, 
of what kind I cared not, that might break the monotony of 
my existence, I contrived one day to stretch my prerogative 
too far, or, in the phrase of the Gulf, I '* harpooned a bottle- 
nose," — the periphrasis for making a gross mistake. 

I had been some years at Mrs. Davis's, — in fact, I felt 
and thought myself a man, — when the last ball of the season 
was announced, — an entertainment at which usually a more 
crowded assemblage used to congregate than at any of the 
previous ones. 

It was the choice occasion for the habitues of the house to 
invite their grand friends; for Mrs. I), was accustomed to 
put forth all her strength, and the arrangements were made 
on a scale of magnificence that invariably occasioned a i)etty 
famine for the fortnight beforehand. Soup never appeared, 
that tliere might be *' bouillon" for the dancers; every one 
was on a short allowance of milk, eggs, and sugar; meat be- 
came almost a tradition ; even candles waned and went out, 
in waiting for the auspicious nitcht when they should blaze 
like noonday. Nor did the company fail to particii>ate 
in these prei)aratory schoolings. What frightful heads in 
curl-pai)ers would appear at breakfast and dinner! Wliat 
buttoned-up coats and black cravats refuse all investigation on 
the score of linen I What mysterious cookings of cosmetics 
at midnight, with petty thefts of lard and thick cream! 
What washings of kid gloves, that when washed would never 
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go on again ! What inventions of French-polish that refused 
all persuasions to dry, but continued to stick to and paint 
everything it came in contact with ! Then there were high 
dresses cut down, like frigates razeed ; frock-coats reduced 
to dress ones; mock lace and false jewelry were at a pre- 
mium ; and all the little patchwork devices of ribbons, bows, 
and carnations, gimp, gauze, and geraniums, were put into 
requisition, — petty acts of deception that each saw through 
in her neighbor, but firmly believed were undetectable in 
herself. 

Then what caballings about the invited ; what scrutiny 
into rank and station, — " what set they were in," and whom 
did they visit; with little Star-chamber inquisitions as to 
character, all breaches of which, it is but fair to state, were 
most charitably deemed remediable if the party had any pre- 
tension to social position; for not only the saint in crape 
was twice a saint in lawn, but the satin sinner was pardon- 
able where the "washing silk" would have been found 
guilty without a " recommendation." 

Then there was eternal tuning of the pianoforte, which 
most perversely insisted on not suiting voices that might 
have sung duets with a peacock. Quadrilles were practised 
in empty rooms ; and Miss Timmock was actually seen try- 
ing to teach Blotter to waltz, — a proceeding, I rejoice to say, 
that the moral feeling of the household at once suppressed. 
And then, what a scene of decoration went forward in all the 
apartments! As in certain benevolent families, whatever 
is uneatable is always given to the poor, so here, all the 
artificial flowers unavailable for the toilet were generously 
bestowed to festoon along the walls, to conceal tin sconces, 
and to wreathe round rickety chandeliers. Contrivance — 
that most belauded phenomenon in Nature's craft — was 
everywhere. If necessity be the mother of invention, poor 
gentility is the *' stepmother." Never were made greater 
efforts, or greater sacrifices incurred, to make Mrs. D. 
appear like a West-end leader of fashion, and to make the 
establishment itself seem a Holderness House. 

As for me, I was the type of a stage servant, — one of 
those creatures who hand round coffee in the "School for 
Scandal." My silk stockings were embroidered with silver, 
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wert re!;vll>jia» ao^ier coatr«>t. bot l^^^caoie I had actnailv to 
invent ** the •lisctpline during pdinde.** One golden rule, 
however. I ba»J a*i*>pt€*.1, an^i never suffered mvself to deviate 
from. viz.. to do n«>:hiDg as it had bieen done before* — a 
maxim which relieve*] me fT»m all the conseqaences of inex- 
perit:Dce. Traditi*>ns are fatal things for a nuiieal reformer ; 
an<l I rememlieret.1 having heard it remarked how Napoleon 
himself t!r»t <acrilice«.l his dignity by attempting an imitation 
of the monarchy. By this «>ue precept I ruled and squared 
all mv conduct. 

The most refractory of my suU>rdinates was a jackanapes 
ab'Mit my own age. who. having once waited on the *• young 
gentlemen " in the C(X^k-pit of a man-of-war. fancied he had 
acf|uired very exteudejl views of life. Among other traits of 
his fashionable exiKTienee. he rememWred that at a dejeuner 
given by the officers at Cadiz once, the comjniny, who break- 
fasted in the gun-room, had all left their hats and cloaks in 
the mi<lshipman*s IxTth. receiving each a small piece of card 
with a nunilx-r on it. and a similar one l^ing attaclied to the 
proi>erty. — a pRX*ess so universal now in our theatres and 
assernblitrs that 1 ask pardon for particularly describing it; 
but it was a n<*veliy at the time 1 s|K'ak of, and had all the 
merits of a new iliscoverv. 

Sniusli — this was my deputy's name — had l^een so struck 
with the admirable success of the arrangement that he had 
actually preserve*] the pieces of card, and now produced 
them, black and ragged, from the recesses of his trunk. 

** Mr. Cregan " — such was the resi>cctful title by which 
I was now always addresseil — "Mr. Cregan can tell us," 
said he, ^' if tliis is not the custom at great baUs in 
London." 
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^^ It used to be so, formerly," said I, with an air of most 
consummate coolness, as I sat in an arm-chair, regaling 
myself with a cigar ; '' the practice you allude to, Smush, did 
prevail, I admit. But our fashionable laws change ; one day 
it is all ultra-refinement and Sybarite luxury, — the next, 
they affect a degree of mock simplicity in their manners : 
anything for novelty! Now, for instance, eating fish with 
the fingers — " 

" Do they, indeed, go so far? " 

'' Do they ! ay, and fifty things worse. At a race-dinner 
the same silver cup goes round the table, drunk out of by 
every one. I have seen strange things in my time." 

'' That you must, Mr. Cregan." 

'' Latterly," said I, warming with my subject, and seeing 
my auditory ready to believe anything, ** they began the 
same system with the soup, and always passed the tureen 
round, each tasting it as it went. This was an innovation 
of the Duke of Struttenham's ; but I don't fancy it will 
last." 

" And how do they manage about the hats, Mr. Cregan? " 

'*The last thing, in that way, was what I saw at Lord 
Mudbrooke's, at Richmond, where, not to hamper the guests 
with these foolish bits of card, which they were always 
losing, the servant in waiting chalked a number on the hat 
or coat, or whatever it might be, and then marked the same 
on the gentleman's back ! " 

Had it not been for the imposing gravity of my manner, 
the absurdity of this suggestion had been at once apparent ; 
but I spoke like an oracle, and I impressed my words with 
the simple gravity of a commonplace truth. 

" If you wish to do the very newest thing, Smush, that's 
the latest, — quite a fresh touch ; and, I '11 venture to say, 
perfectly unknown here. It saves a world of trouble to all 
parties; and as you brush it off before they leave, it is 
always another claim for the parting douceur ! " 

''I'll do it," said Smush, eagerly; ''they cannot be 
angry — " 

" Angry ! angry at what is done with the very first people 
in London ! " said I, affecting horror at the bare thought. 
The train was now laid ; I had only to wait for its explosion. 
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At first, I did this with eager impatience for the result ; then, 
as the time drew near, with somewhat of anxiety; and, 
at last, with downright fear of the consequences. Yet to 
revoke the order, to confess that I was only hoaxing on so 
solemn a subject, would have been the downfall of my 
ascendency forever. What was to be done? 

I could imagine but one escape from the difficulty, which 
was to provide myself with a clothes-brush, and, as my 
station was at the drawing-room door, to erase the numerals 
before their wearers entered. In this way I should escape 
the forfeiture of my credit, and the risk of maintaining it. 

I would willingly recall some of the strange incidents of 
that great occasion, but my mind can only dwell upon one, 
as, J)rush in hand, I asked permission to remove some acci- 
dental dust, — a leave most graciously accorded, and ascribed 
to my town-bred habits of attention. At last — it was nigh 
midnight, and for above an hour the company had received 
no accession to its ranks ; quadrilles had succeeded quadrilles, 
and the business of the scene went swimmingly on, — all the 
time-honored events of similar assemblages happening with 
that rigid regularity which, if evening-parties were managed 
by steam, and regulated by a fly-wheel, could not proceed 
with more ordinary routine. *' Heads of houses" witli bald 
scalps led out simi)oring young boarding-school misses, and 
danced with a noble show of agility, to refute any latent 
suspicion of coming age. There were the usual number of 
very old people, who vowed the dancing was only a shuffling 
walk, not the merry movement they had practised half a 
century ago; and there were lack-a-daisical young gentle- 
men, with waistcoats variegated as a hearth-rug, and mag- 
nifuM'nt breast-pins like miniature pokers, who lounged and 
lolled alK)ut, as though youth were the most embarrassing 
and wearvinjj infliction mortalitv was heir to. 

There were, besides, all the varieties of the class young 
lady, as seen in every land where muslin is sold, and white 
shoes are inaiuifactined. There was the slight young lad^*, 
who floated about with her gauzy dress daintily pinched in 
two; tlien tlierc was tlie short and dumpling young lady, 
who danced with a duck in her gait ; and there were a large 
proportion of the floinioing, flaunting kind, who took the 
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li>niresof llic iiiiiKlrilk' by storm, niul went at the '*ri^htand 
left" as if iIh'j- with eaciiptii^ from & fire j iiiid there was 
Mrs. Uiivis luTnelf, in a ^imiijfli'il t<M|iie ami red Hlioeo. iiotter- 
iii^ iilMiut from [iliicc lo \Amv. with a terrible ea^eniefls to be 
i4!rev:ible luid fn^li ion able at the same time. 

It was, I liave said, iii<rti midiii^rht lut I Dtood at the lialf- 
iijH'ii dimr, watchiii-i the aiiiinateil am) amu^iri*; Bceiie withiu, 
when Mrs. Davis, i-atchinfi sitjht of me, unit <lon1itledd for 
the |nir]n»*c of di.tplayiiig my H|>i-eious livery, ordeied me to 
opi-ii A window, or elose a thiitter, or Homelhin>r of like im- 
tHirtant-e. I had searcely iierform.il the Hfiviee, when a kind 
of half titter tliron^h the room maile me liHik roumt. and, lo 
my iins]ieaknble horror, I lieheld, in the centre of the room. 
Town- .Major .MeCan, the most (lasiiionate little man in CJue- 
bec, makini; hi.-< olH-isanees to Mn. Daviit, while a eirele 
around were, with liaiidkerehiefH to their moiitliM, stilliiiff, as 
they iH-st eiiuld, a liui'st of laughter; sinee exactly between 
bis HJioulders, in marks of iilxnit four incites Ion};, stood the 
minierals " ]7in." a ;;ri'at Honrish underneath proclaiming 
that the roll had ])rol>ahly coiielwleil, anil that this was the 
" last man." 

l)f the major, tradition had !drea<ly conaecrateil one ex- 
l>loit; he hml onee kicked an iinjiertinent trailesman down 
the great Night of ii-on stairs wliich leads from tlie I'piter 
Town to Diamond Harbor, — a feat, to apprei-iate whieh, it 
is necessary to Itear in mind that the stair in question is 
almost perpendicular, aiul contains six Inindred and forty- 
eight steps 1 My very back aelnni by antieii>.nlion as I 
thoi^lit of it; and as I retreated towanis the iliHir, it was 
ID a kind of ahufUe, feeling like one who had In-en well 
thruhed. 

" \ \Kr^ yarij. Mrs. D. ; a very hrillUnt and crowded 
aaM-mlily." waid the iiiajrtr, pulling out his bnshy Avhtskers, 
Hiul looking iinportunlly ground. " Xow what innntn'r have 
yim hewV 

■■ ' ' ■■■-■'■'• Major; but we have had very few 

•I"'' Ill approximate to onr iiuudM-rs this 

I she, addressing n spitefiiI-|iHiklti<r 
the coni|mny through an opera- 
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densed into one angry moment, and the rival parties are 
brought face to face in the most ungracious fashion 

Now, my system in life was that so well and popularly 
known by the name of M. Guizot, ^^ la paix k tout prix ; " 
and I take pride to myself in thinking that I have carried it 
out with more success. With a firm resolve, therefore, that 
no temptation should induce me to deviate from a pacific pol- 
icy, I entered the kitchen, where the ''lower house" was 
then ** in committee," — the '' cook in the chair " ! 

^^Here he com, now!" said Blackie; and the assembly 
grew hushed as I entered. 

^^ Ay, here he comes ! " said I, re-echoing the speech ; 
'^and let us see if we shall not be merry comrades." 

The address was a happy one ; and that evening closed 
upon me in the very pinnacle of popularity. 

I have hesitated for some time whether I should not ask of 
my reader to enroll iiimself for a short space as a member of 
^^the establishment," or even to sojourn one day beneath a 
roof where so many originals were congregated ; to witness 
the very table itself, set out with its artificial fruits and 
flowers, its pine-apples in wax, and its peaches of paper, — all 
the appliances by which Mrs. D., in her ardent zeal, hoped 
to propagate refinement and abstemiousness ; high-breeding 
and low diet being, in her esteem, inseparably united. To 
see the company, the poor old faded and crushed flowers of 
mock gentility, — widows and unmarried daughters of tax- 
collectors long ''gathered; " polite storekeepers, and apoth- 
ecaries to the " Forces," cultivating the Graces at the cost 
of their appetites, and descending, in costumes of twenty 
years back, in the pleasing delusion of being " dressed" for 
dinner ; while here and there some unhappy skipper, under- 
going a course of refinement, looked like a bear in a '' bal- 
let," ashamed of his awkwardness, and even still more 
ashamed of the company wherein he found himself; and, 
lastly, some old Seigneur of the Lower Province, — a poor, 
wasted, wrinkled creature, covered with hair-powder and 
snuff, but yet, strangely enough, preserving some *' taste of 
his once quality," and not altogether destitute of the graces 
of the land lie sprung from ; — curious and incongruous ele- 
ments to make up society, and worthy of the presidency of 
that greater incongruity who ruled them. 
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Condemned to eat food they did not relish, and discuss 
themes they did not comprehend, — what a noble zeal was 
theirs ! What sacrifices did they not make to the genius of 
''gentility"! If they would sneer at a hash, Mrs. D.'s 
magic wand charmed it into a '' ragout ; " when they almost 
sneezed at the sour wine, Mrs. D. called for another glass of 
'' La Rose." " Rabbits," they were assured, were the daily 
diet of the Duke of Devonshire, and Lady Laddington ate 
kid every day at dinner. In the same way, potatoes were 
vulgar things, but " pommes de terre k la maitre d'hotel" 
were a delicacy for royalty. 

To support these delusions of diet, I was everlastingly 
referred to. " Cregan," would she say, — placing her glass 
to her eye, and fixing on some dish, every portion of which 
her own dainty fingers had compounded, — *' Cregan, what 
is that?" 

''Poulet k la George Quatre, madame!" — she always 
permitted me to improvise the nomenclature, — " the receipt 
came from the Bishop of Beldoff's cook." 

"Ah, prepared with olives, I believe? " 

" Exactly, madame," would I say, presenting the dish, 
whose success was at once assured. 

If a wry face or an unhappy contortion of the mouth 
from any guest announced disappointment, Mrs. D. at once 
appealed to me for the explanation. '' What is it, Cregan? 
— Mrs. Blotter, I fear you don't like that ' plat ' ? " 

"The truffles were rather old, madame;" or, "the an- 
chovies were too fresh ; " or, " there was too little caviar; " 
or something of the kind, I would unhesitatingly aver : for 
my head was stocked with a strong catalogue from an old 
French cookery-book which I used to study each morning. 
The more abstruse my explanation, the more certain of its 
being indorsed by the company, — only too happy to be sup- 
posed capable of detecting the subtle deficiency ; all but the 
old French Deputy, who on such occasions would give a 
little shake of his narrow head, and mutter to himself, " Ah, 
il est mutin, ce gaillard-la ! " 

Under the influence of great names, they would have eaten 
a stewed mummy from the Pyramids. What the Marquis of 
Asheldown or the Earl of Brockmore invariably ordered « 
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Condemned to eat food they did not relish, and discusB 
themes they did not comprehend, — what a noble zeal was 
theirs ! What sacrifices did they not make to the genius of 
"gentility"! If they would sneer at a hash, Mrs. D.'s 
magic wand charmed it into a " ragout; " when they almost 
sneezed at the sour wine, Mrs. D. called for another glass of 
" La Rose." " Rabbits," they were assured, were the daily 
diet of the Duke of Devonshire, and Lady Laddington ate 
kid every day at dinner. In the same way, potatoes were 
vulgar things, but " pommes de terre k la maitre d'hotel" 
were a delicacy for royalty. 

To support these delusions of diet, I was everlastingly 
referred to. ** Cregan," would she say, — placing her glass 
to her eye, and fixing on some dish, every portion of which 
her own dainty fingers had compounded, — " Cregan, what 
is that?" 

**Poulet k la George Quatre, madame!" — she always 
permitted me to improvise the nomenclature, — *' the receipt 
came from the Bishop of Beldoff's cook." 

''Ah, prepared with olives, I believe?" 

" Exactly, madame," would I say, presenting the dish, 
whose success was at once assured. 

If a wry face or an unhappy contortion of the mouth 
from any guest announced disappointment, Mrs. D. at once 
appealed to me for the explanation. " What is it, Cregan? 
— Mrs. Blotter, I fear you don't like that ' plat ' ? " 

'* The trufiSes were rather old, madame;" or, "the an- 
chovies were too fresh ; " or, " there was too little caviar ; " 
or something of the kind, I would unhesitatingly aver : for 
my head was stocked with a strong catalogue from an old 
French cookery-book which I used to study each morning. 
The more abstruse my explanation, the more certain of its 
being indorsed by the company, — only too happy to be sup- 
posed capable of detecting the subtle deficiency ; all but the 
old French Deputy, who on such occasions would give a 
little shake of his narrow head, and mutter to himself, " Ah, 
il est mutin, ce gaillard-la ! " 

Under the influence of great names, they would have eaten 
a stewed mummy from the Pyramids. What the Marquis of 
Asheldown or the Earl of Brockmore invariably ordered. 
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i(ll<' v:iL;alN)ii(lrt wlm i4<iii«;lit out tlio |in*y iftiiii :i« !iiiii-ii *k. . 
as :i West -mil wuiUT displuvrt in drtortiii^ Itir rank **i a :.• ■ 
arrival. 

l'lii*4 tiltliv bwalitv, t<N), n»nlaiiii'(| all tin* liNii^iiii»-L.f.*. « 
n'^orlril to l»v tlu' (*iiiii;raiitrt, \ilio i%««ri* ra^ilv iNT-«ii:i>lt'<i ? 
folliiw tiirir ** (Miiiiitrviiian ** wliiMvvcr Ii4* iiiiiilit l«-:i«l. II* r* 
wi'H* spriit tilt' ilavs — soiiictiiiii'S, iiii}ia|i|»il\. tht- %«i«k» 
iH'fiMV tliry rmild fix iip<iii tin* part of tin- ri»iiii1r\ !•• m : 
tlu'V slnMilil li«*ii(l tiirir >t«'ps ; ami lirrr, lnit tiHi nfi. i,. ». . 
wa'^ti'tl ill «'\i*«*.'«<« aiiil lU'liaiK'lii'rv tlu' liltli* li**»i>U th.ii ... i 
r**<\ Vt-ars tn amiiniilatr, till fartlirr priK^rr^^ U-i-:iin« im.|--- 
siMi*: and tlir straiii;«'i- wli<» taiiili-d l>iit a fiM wf«k^ - % «. 
full nf .>,I|-iiii<j Ihipi-. <«uiili ilowii iiilii tlir ili-jia*lfl I -•!..' 
nf tiiM>i> wliii hail )ir«-n lii^ ruin, -tlu* nM ^*t••l\. t.'jt >: .,- 
|i«'riini«* Mai'klf'j. 

It Wi'ir wrll if ili'i'i'lt and faUi-li<MN|, if lir:iilli'^<« ln-.i- .- • , 
and r:d('iil:itiiiL' tia*>fni-<«*>. uiTi' ail tliat wimiI fiii\%:i'l ..• -• 
liilt iii>I ;«ti; ri iiiif- iif r\«'i'V iliMi ai'ti'i writ' iifi' :i'.*><. i 
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nii| an iiihalMtant nf llu* «'i(v. uilli muni y nr i'ti:ii:i<-ti >. « 
liavi-. t'lii any i'iMi>oii|i'ra!iiin, pnt f>Hii Mitlnn tiii- •' •*. 
afli'i ni-jliMall. Thi' \ir\ i-i ii-<« that lnnUi* u|"«ii lii* »7... ■ •• 
nf liii- nijiit uir<- iifltii III aid in th<- I pp*'l I*>mii; :i!.<i i^ 
i'\ii a -tiMi k «>f :i:j<in\ :mi««i-, m Ilii- lirai tii'ii'liii j >'\ ' 
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I soon saw that sin<;lc individuals were accounted of little 
con8e(iuence ; the claim of the various lodging-houses was as 
family hotels, perhaps ; so that I mixed myself up with a 
group of some eight or ten, whose voices sounded pleasant, 
for, in the dark, 1 had no other indication to suggest a 
preference. 

I was not long in establishing a footing, so far as talking 
went, with one of this party, — an old, very old man, whose 
greatest anxiety was to know, first, if *' there was any 
Ingins where we were going," and, secondly, if I had ever 
heard of his grandson, Dan Cullinane. The first doubt I 
solved for him frankly an<l freely, that an Indian would n't 
dare to show his nose where we were walking ; and as to the 
second, I hesitate<l, promising to refer to *Mny tablets" 
wlien I came to the light, for I thought the name was 
familiar to me. 

'" lie was a shoemaker by trade," said the old man, 
'^and a better never left Ireland; he was 'prentice to ould 
Finucane in Ennis, and might have done well, if he had n't 
the turn for Americay." 

*'Hut he'll do l)otter here, rely upon it," said I, inviting 
some further disclosures; *^I'm certain he's not disap- 
pointed with having come out." 

*' No, indeed; glory be to (Jod! he's doing finely; and 
't was that pei*suuded my son Joe to sell the little place and 
come here ; and a wonderful long way it is I " 

After expending a few generalities on sea voyages in 
general, with a cursory glance at naval architecture, from 
Noiih'rt ** acpiare " stern, down to the modern *' round " inno- 
vation, we again returned to Dan, for whom I already con- 
ceived a strong interest. 

" And is it far to New Orleans from this?" said the old 
man, who, I perceived, was struck by the air of sagacity in 
my discourse. 

** New Orleans! why that's in the States, a thousand 
miles awav ! " 

*'Oh, murther, murther!" cried the old fellow, wringing 
his hands; *'and ain't we in the States?" 

** No," said I ; *' this is Canada." 
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densed into one angry moment, and the rival parties are 
brought face to face in the most ungracioas fashion 

Now, my system in life was that so well and popularly 
known by the name of M. Guizot, ^^la paix k tout prix; ^* 
and I take pride to myself in thinking that I have carried it 
out with more success. With a firm resolve, therefore, that 
no temptation should induce me to deviate from a pacific pol- 
icy, I entered the kitchen, where the "lower house" was 
then '* in committee," — the '* cook in the chair " ! 

"Here he com, now!" said Blackie; and the assembly 
grew hushed as I entered. 

"Ay, here he comes!" said I, re-echoing the speech; 
"and let us see if we shall not be merry comrades." 

The address was a happy one ; and that evening closed 
upon me in the very pinnacle of [wpularity. 

I have hesitated for some time whether I should not ask of 
my reader to enroll himself for a short space as a member of 
" the establishment," or even to sojourn one day beneath a 
roof where so many originals were congregated ; to witness 
the very table itself, set out with its artificial fruits and 
flowers, its pine-apples in wax, and its peaches of paper, — all 
the appliances by which Mrs. D., in her ardent zeal, hoped 
to propagate refinement and abstemiousness; high-breeding 
and low diet being, in her esteem, inseparably united. To 
see the company, the poor old faded and crushed flowers of 
mock gentility, — widows and unmarried daughters of tax- 
collectors long "gathered; " polite storekeepers, and apoth- 
ecaries to the " Forces," cultivating the Graces at the cost 
of their appetites, and descending, in costumes of twenty 
years back, in the pleasing delusion of being "dressed" for 
<linner ; while here and there some unhappy skipper, under- 
going a course of refinement, looked like a bear in a " bal- 
let," ashamed of his awkwardness, and even still more 
ashamed of the company wherein he found himself; and, 
lastly, some old Seigneur of the Lower Province, — a poor, 
wasted, wrinkled creature, covered with hair-powder and 
snuff, but yet, strangely enough, preserving some " taste of 
his once quality," and not altogether destitute of the graces 
of the land he sprung from ; — curious and incongruous ele- 
ments to make up society, and worthy of the presidency of 
that greater incongruity who ruled them. 
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wlio, as the sound or voices nas heard from within, seemed 
imi>aticiiL to be off ; aiul so. siiatchiug rather than taking the 
shilling which still lingered in Joe's reluctant fingers, he 
wheeled al>i»ut and Ued, followc<l rapidly by the other. 

" Qui va ! " criwi a shurii vuice frou) within, as 1 knocked 
for the second time on thu door-panel with a stone. 

" FrieDda," said I; "we want a lodging and something to 
eat." 

The door was at ouce opened, and, by the light of a lan- 
tern, we uaw the figure of an old woman, whose eyes, bleared 
and bluoflsLot, glared at us fixedly. 

"'Tis a lodgen' yez want?" said she, in an accent that 
showed her to be Irish. " And who brought yez here? " 

"Two young fellows we met on the quay," said Joe; 
"one calle<l the other 'Tony.'" 

*' Ay, indeed ! " muttered the hsg ; " I was sure of it : his 
own son ! his own son ! " 

These wordi^ she repeated in a tone of profound sorrow, 
and for a time neemed (juite unmindful of our presence. 

" Are we to get in at all? " said the old man, in an accent 
of impatience. 

" What a hurry yer in; and maybe 'tis wishing yereelf 
out again ye'd be, after ye wor iu ! " 

" I think we'd better try somewhere else," whispered Joe 
to me ; "I don't like the look of this place." Before I could 
reply to tliis, a loud yell burst forth from tlK> end of the 
street, acfompauieil by the tramp of many people, who 
seemed to move In a kiud of regulated step. 
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Coudemned to eat food they did not relish, and discuss 
themes they did not comprehend, — what a noble zeal was 
theirs ! What sacrifices did they not make to the genius of 
"gentility"! If they would sneer at a hash, Mrs. D.*s 
magic wand charmed it into a " ragout; " when they almost 
sneezed at the sour wine, Mrs. D. called for another glass of 
" La Rose." " Rabbits," they were assured, were the daily 
diet of the Duke of Devonshire, and Lady Laddington ate 
kid every day at dinner. In the same way, potatoes were 
vulgar things, but " pommes de terre a la maitre d'hotel" 
were a delicacy for royalty. 

To support these delusions of diet, I was everlastingly 
referred to. '' Cregan," would she say, — placing her glass 
to her eye, and fixing on some dish, every portion of which 
her own dainty fingers had compounded, — " Cregan, what 
is that?" 

''Poulet d la George Quatre, madame!" — she always 
permitted me to improvise the nomenclature, — " the receipt 
came from the Bishop of Beldoff's cook." 

''Ah, prepared with olives, I believe? " 

" Exactly, madame," would I say, presenting the dish, 
whose success was at once assured. 

If a wry face or an unhappy contortion of the mouth 
from any guest announced disappointment, Mrs. D. at once 
appealed to me for the explanation. '' What is it, Cregan? 
— Mrs. Blotter, I fear you don't like that ' plat * ? " 

''The truffles were rather old, madame;" or, "the an- 
chovies were too fresh ; " or, " there was too little caviar ; " 
or something of the kind, I would unhesitatingly aver : for 
my head was stocked with a strong catalogue from an old 
French cookery-book which I used to study each morning. 
The more abstruse my explanation, the more certain of its 
being indorsed by the company, — only too happy to be sup- 
posed capable of detecting the subtle deficiency ; all but the 
old French Deputy, who on such occasions would give a 
little shake of his narrow head, and mutter to himself, " Ah, 
11 est mutin, ce gaillard-la ! " 

Under the influence of great names, they would have eaten 
a stewed mummy from the Pyramids. What the Marquis of 
Asheldown or the Earl of Brockmore invariably ordered. 
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was a deal table and a few chairs ; a candle stack in a bottle, 
and some drinking- vessels of tin, were on the table, and a 
piece of newspaper containing some tobacco. 

^' There," said she, lighting the candle, ^^ yoa may stay 
here ; 't is all I 'm able to do for yez, is to give ye shelter." 

^^ And nothing to eat? " ejaculated the old man, sorrow- 
fully. 

" Hav* n't you a few potatoes? " said Joe. 

^^I didn't taste food since yesterday morning," said the 
hag; ^^ and that's what's to keep life in me to-morrow!" 
and as she spoke, she held out a fragment of blackened 
sea-biscuit such as Russian sailors call ^^ rusk." 

^^ Well, by coorse, there's no use in talking," said Joe, 
who always seemed the first to see his way clearly. ^^ Tis 
worse for the girls, for we can take a draw of the pipe. 
Lucky for us we have it ! " 

Meanwhile, the two girls had taken off their cloaks, and 
were busy gathering some loose sticks together, to make a 
fire, — a piece of practical wisdom I at once lent all aid 
to. 

The hag, apparently moved by the ready compliance to 
make the best of matters, went out, and returned with 
some more wood, — fragments of ship-timber, — which she 
offered us, saying, ^^ 'T is all I can give yez. Good night 
to yez all ! " 

^^Well, father," said Joe, as soon as he had lighted his 
pipe, and taken a seat by the fire, ^^ ye wor tired enough of 
the ship, but I think ye wish yerself back again there. 



now." 



" I wish more nor that," said the old man, quemlonsly; 
''I wiHh I never seen the same ship; nor ever left ould 
Ireland ! " 

This sentiment threw a jjloom over the whole party, by 
awaken inf^:, not only memories of home and that far-away 
land, but also by tiie confession of a sense of disappoint- 
ment which eacii was only able to struggle against while 
unavowed. The sorrow made them silent, and at last 
sleepy. At first, the tiiree *' boys," great fellows of six feet 
hijjjh, stretched tiiemselves full-length on the floor, and 
snored away in concert; then the two girls, one with 
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her bead on the other's lap, fell off; vhile the old maa, 
eittiug direotly iu frunt of the fire, nodded backwarda and 
forwartis. waking up, every lialf hour or bo, to light his 
pip« ; which done, he immediately fell off into a dote once 
more, leaving Joe and myself alone, vaking and mtcbfuU 
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edge and practice of tUis and many similar autipathieB, so 
tbat 1 at once took couiiael wiUi uiyeelf what 1 should do to 
escape from the reproach of a mark so indelibly stamped 
upon me by externals. " La famille CuUinane " suited me 
admirably ; they were precisely the kind of people / wanted j 
my care, therefore, waa that they should reciprocate the 
want, and be utterly helpless without vie. Thus reflect- 
iug, I could not help saying to myself, how gladly wouUl I 
have parted with all these gauds for a homely, ay, or eveu a 
ragged, suit of uative frieze. I remembere<i the cock ou the 
<tuiigliill who would have given his diamond for one single 
grain of corn; and I felt that ''^sop" was a grand political 
economist. 

From these and similar mental meanderings I was brought 
Itack by Joe, who, after emptying the ashes from hb pipe, 
said, and with a peculiarly dry voice, " Ye'r in a service, 
young manV" 

Now, although the words are few, and the speaker did not 
intend tbat his manner should have given them any par- 
ticular significance, yet the tone, the cautious slowness of 
the enunciation, coupleil with the stem, steady stare at my 
■• bravery," made tlicm tingle on my ears, and send the blood 
rushing to my cheeks with shame. It was like a aharp prick 
of the a[)ur ; and so it turne<l out. 

" In a service ! " said 1, with a look of offended dignity. 
"No, I flatter myself not that low yet. What could have 
made you suppose so ? Oh, I see ! " — here I burst out into 
a very well^asanmed laugh. "That ia escellent. to be sure! 
ha, bft, bal ao it was these" — and I stretohi<<l forth my 
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this unworthy pursuit, so much the better; but coercion 
would, I fear, give faint hope of eradicating the evil.' Now, 
as I perceived that no actual force was to be employed 
against me, I did not hesitate to appear in the part for 
wliich the bills announced me. Have you ever read 
Shakespeare?" 

No, sir," said Joe, respectfully. 

Well, no matter. I was to appear as Hamlet, — this is 
the dress of that character, — little suspecting, indeed, how 
the applause I was accustomed to receive was to be changed. 
To be brief. In the very centre of the dress-circle was the 
(Governor himself i he came with his whole staff, but with- 
out any previous intimation. No sooner had I made my 
entrance on the scene, — scarcely had I begun that magnifi- 
cent soliloquy, ' Show me the thief that stole my fame,' — 
when his Excellency commenced hissing ! Now, when the 
(iovernor-General hisses, all the staff hiss; then the Presi- 
dent of the Council and all his colleagues hiss ; then come the 
bishop and tiie inferior clergy, with the judges and the 
Attorney-General, and so on ; then all the loyal population 
of the house joined in, with the exception of a few in the 
galleries that hated the British connection, and who cried 
out, ' Three cheers for Con Cregan and the independence of 
Canada!' In this way went on the first act; groans and 
yells and cat-calls overtopping all I tried to say, and screams 
for the manager to come out Issuing from every part of the 
house. At last out he did come. This for a while made 
matters worse : so many directions were given, questions 
asked, and demands made that it was clearly impossible to 
hear any one voice ; and there stood the manager, swinging 
his arms about like an insane telegraph, now running to the 
stage-box at one side, then crossing over to the other, to 
maintain a little private conversation by signs, till the sense 
of the house spoke out by accidentally catching a glimpse of 
me in the side-scenes. 

'^ ' Is it your pleasure, my lords, ladies, and gentlemen, 
that this actor should not appear again before you ? ' 

'"Yes — yes. No-^no — no,' were shouted from hun- 
dreds of voices. 

'''What am I to understand?' said he, bowing, with 
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by which the life and liberty of a subject are protected, only 
engeudcretl a tttrunger conviction of the n^uish character of 
that ordeal where craft and subtlety could do so much. 

It was at the close of a very long diatribe over Irish law 
and lawyers that Culliuaiie, whose confidence increased each 
moment, said, with a sigh, " Ay 1 they wor n't so 'cute in 
ould times, when my poor grandfather waa tried, as they are 
now, or maybe he'd have had betther luck." 

" What hapi>enetl to himV " said I. 

" He was hauged, acuehla! " said he, knocking the ashes 
out of his pi|>e as leisurely an might be, and then mumbling 
a scrap of a prayer below his breath. 

"I-"orwhat?" asked I, in some agitation; but he didn't 
hear me, being sunk iu his own reflectious, so that I was 
forced to rei«;at my question. 

"Ye never heerd of one Mr. Shinane, of the Grove?" 
said he, after a pause. " Of coorse ye did n't, — 'tis many 
years ajio now ; but he was well known oncet, and owned 
a great part of Knnistymore, and a hard man he was. But 
no matter for that, — he was a strong, full man, with rosy 
cheeks and stout built, and sorra a lease in the country had 
not his life in it ! — a thing he liked well, for he used to say, 
' It 'II be the ruiu of ye all, if any one shoots me ! ' Well, 
my grandfather — rest his Bowl in glory ! — was his driver, 
and useil to manage everything on the property for him ; and 
considcriu' what a hard thiug it is, he was well liked by the 
country round, — all but by one man, Maurice Cafferty by 
nune. I never seed him, for it was all 'fore I was born ; bnt 
n<I as if I knew him well. — I useil to 
bear it every night of my life when 1 was a child ! 

"Tben was a diapute a1"mt Cnfferty'a houldin', and my 

amntlfatliAr «iL« u^i iiuiiin i it. for he was a bad tenant; 

tail Mr. Sttliiui'< .1 <:| tiim, and said, -Leave him 
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i but don't drive him to 
e cottage, this mum- 
It to him." Now, the 
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" But what defence (lid be make; what account did he give 
iif the circumstance V " 

'■All be euuld tell was, that he waa Htanding beside the 
iiinntvr at the table, talking quietly, when he heard a shout 
anil n yell in the wooil, and he said, * They 're stealing the 
l>ark out there; they'll not leave ub a hundredweight of it 
yet ! ' and imt lie ruahcd into the copse. The shouting gi"ew 
londer, and lie tliou<;bt it was some of the men cryin' for 
help, an<l no he never stopped running till be came where 
tliey were at work felling trees, ' What's the matter?' says 
lu', to the men, as he came up panting and breathless; 
-where was the serreching?' 

" • We heerd notliing,' says the men. 

"*Ye heerd nothing! didn't ye hear yelb and shouting 
this minute:" 

'■'Sorra bit,' says the men, looking strangely at each 
iitht'r, for my grandfather was agitated, and trerobliDg, be- 
tween anger and a kind of fear ; just as he said afterwards, 
' as if there was something dreadful going to happen him I ' 
- Them was terrible cries, anyway ! ' aays my grandfather; 
and with that he turned back to the cottage, and it was then 
that he fonnd the master lying dead on bis face, and the 
tiKf in his skull. He tried to lift him up, or turn him over 
on his back, and that was the way he bloodied bis hands 
and all the front of his clothes. That was all he had to say, 
and to swear Itefore the sight of Heaven that he did n't 
do it! 

"No matter! they hange<l him for it! Ay, and I have 
an ould newapa|>er in my trunk this minit. wliere there 's a 
great discoorse alK>ut the wickedness of a crayture going out 
ot the world wid a lie on his last breath ! " 
1 yon think he was innocent?" said I. 
K, we know U ! sure, the priest said to my father, — 
|r eonnvf^.' «a_va he. ■ your father is n't in a bad place. 
'■"• 111 pm^'alnrv," r^;iv-i he, 'he's not over the broken 
1 does be, but in the meadows, 
e tfan •trt^am i^ hIi'iHum, and stepping-stones in it! and 
y •liini' rtMbi tru mn'*'''-' — sorra more ! ' (iix\ help ns ! 

I M>x-1 i» a dH|feLt ing!" And with this reflection, 
': feeling, the hardy [R'asant laid 
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Aitwn bin \A\Mf: vul I ckiIiI m-r. bj hi* muttrria^ lip« »»] 

cUm|><-<I IiuihI-. thai !)•- wan offi-niii! uji a imvrr fur tbr hjq: • 
mt of biit uiibni'iiv kiuHiiuiii. 

'- Aii'l wliat U-i-wur <>f CalTrny'r" Hkl I. u br fiOMibMl 
hiH <l.vli<.ij.. 

*■ "r ttOK ri>-vi-i' riiflillv kiiitwn ; tur, Bflrr br uarr rVktmrv 
•til IIk- iHiiI. (Ill- jii-<i|.lf iliil ii't likr Mm. *n>i Im- Irfl Uv 
|il:i'-<-; wmit' miv lii- wi-ii( (•> bU iix'tbrr'* n-lalxmo •!••«■) m 
K<-iT_v ! " 

'I'lii' ilt'i'|>-ilruwii lin-Hthilijf" "f ttir mW|mt» anHinrl u* ; ttv 
iiii)>r>ik>-ii -lilliH-^ of ttif ijij;lil; tW ranl-cspirnti; rml-r*. 
Mhi<-li iTilv tli('k>'r<-l ut itiIiTVuK, — oiiutril>uU«l tlirtr ftkl Uj 
Miiiki' t)i>- -1'>rv tii'iiv ib't'iilv iirio'tiliL': aii'l I Nmt |->ii<I>ti:ij 
• >Vft It. iitxl •iiiivii— hi:; williiii iiiv iiiiikI all tin- ]ifl>a>>iatH<* 

it, wn- iill iii,\ •'.,iivi.'i|..ii.. ..II till- HHlf of IW natr»i..r« 
MiiT; Itiil t-\<'ti Ili:i1 \.i\ iIlIiIiI bi-itlllti'liol ibr ilil«-(t-.t <'■!.- 

Nubrnhly. A- f'T riillitiiiiK-. Iiix tti<iti;:lilH wt-r.- .-M.|.t.:I\ 
Ir-H Mjiti ill.- iiMi.li'iit-1 .if till- i-liarM-trnt an tln-y livv<t. Itiaii 

«illi t)llll 1<>I<V' |'ll:.'MMI!tU'>' "f t-VIiillltMll. itl wtlH-lt III- 1111*^:1114- 

tii'li (■ii'liiii-l 111- }<•'» ii'blivi- Hiill a wnmlirrr U-_V>ikI ItM- 
)(rm.. 

Till' fif- ii»w l.!it<-l> lli<-ki'f-<l. Ilirowjii^' fn>in titiii- ■•• tiiu< 
IJMli- j-r- »r li;;lil ii|-li ill.- -1>>|.iiil: li;:i|r>- aniiiixt U*. ai-1 

|Im-ii l.rivitiL' :>ll 111 'htik iiKli-iiiiir yi\ ••.»u\.*M-u al--. 

«-r<.i>.I,iri.- .l.^ui,. 1, 1.1 li.. t^i..' Kit III. ii:ii,.|.. »h-l .i::i.r 

a!..,,.,., «|.|.,.i ,ii,|,.,.'--.-M,:ii,. 
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ing, *' It 'b all dark without; there 's no use ' trying M " a 
low whining sound followed ; and then I heard the old 
woman slowly descending the stairs, and, by the motion of 
her hand along the wall, I conjectured that she had no 
light. 

She stopped as she came to the door, and seemed to listen 
to the long-drawn breathing of the sleepers; and then she 
pushed open the door and entered. With a strange dread of 
what this might mean, I still resolved to let the event take 
its course ; and, feigning deepest sleep, I lay back against 
the wall and watched her well. 

Guiding herself along by the wall, she advanced slowly, 
halting every second or third step to listen, — a strange pre- 
caution, since her own asthmatic breathing was enough to 
niiisk all other sounds. At last she neared the grate ; and 
then her thin and cord-like fingers passed from the wall, to 
rest upon my head. It was with a kind of thrill I felt them ; 
for I perceived by the touch that she did not know on what 
her hand was placed. She knelt down now, close beside me, 
and, stooping over, stirred the embers with her fingers till 
she discovered some faint resemblance to fire, amid the dark 
ashes. To brighten this into flame, she blew upon it for 
several minutes, and, even taking the live embers in her 
hands, tried in every way to kindle them. 

With a patience that seemed untirable, she continued at 
this for a long time; now selecting from the hearth some 
new material to work upon, and now abandoning it for 
another ; till, when I had almost grown drowsy in watching 
this monotonous process, a thin bright light sprung up, and 
I saw that she had lighted a little piece of candle that she 
held in her hand. I think even now I have her before me, 
as, crouched down upon her knees, and sheltering the candle 
from the current air of the room, she took a stealthy, but 
searching, glance at the figures, who, in every attitude of 
weariness, were sleeping heavily around. 

It was not without a great effort that she regained her 
feet, for she was very old and infirm ; and now she retraced 
her steps cautiously as she came, — stooping at intervals to 
listen, and then resuming her way as before. I watched her 
till she passed out; and then, as I heard her first heavy 
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f(Ht|it|«-|» on tin- ntnir. I iili|t[itvl off my sbiiM mmJ f<4li>*«d 

.M>' iiiiixl ttinxttflKHit thi- »lt<>lr of tlwt niiibt Lad kirra 
kr]>t ill a Mati- uf iviixiiin tlutt iiivarwl*!}- Iwa Uw rffn-I of 
iiiaKriirviii!; thi- Hiifiiititiimv of cvt-ry. fwii tbf vvrr t^'iD- 
iii<>iMi>(. iH-i-iirn-tiivK. It n-m-ml>Ii-K tlint im-ulwr coCMlilxia 
ill iiTtaiii iiiiiluilifK M'lit'ii ttif M-iim-H UtiiitK- |irt-trnwlurmlly 
Bculi- : ill riucli itiiiiiifiitn Ihf n-HHiii in lu-wr iwlhiflnl with 
ilruwiii'^ •itily/r.on inri-n-iio'rt for »n>' TmcI U-f>>n- it; il an-ks 
fur itiiTi'. »ii<l ill till- I'lTiirt li<-<tiiiitv Un>t in lltr luaxr* of im-rT 
fAiicv. I will .iHii thai UK. Hitti ttti-iiUliy mIc)) Kinl iH>tH-kM 
^f»tiir<'. I r-illKHi-il tlial <i|i| hiiir. lliiTc WMi a kiln) of n-«U#« 

ill mv l.rr..r wIikIi ii n «-i.«- -f |.l,-AMir<- omh) nm^rv. 

Til.- ii;;lil -.'.- I !•■ ^ll•.« jliH-lly pli«iH-R. «» Pli.> |iaMi«<.l, .'« 

tlif u-i'-'-ii uii'l iti-iiMy h:iII-. :iii.| tiiT lifU<i. willi it* mMT» 
iif loii^ :iii<l -Ira^Llliii:.' ::riiy )i»ir. ikkIiIiiI in HtuuliMi tikr 

A- -In- lanii' hiL'li )li<- toji. | tit-unl ii wvnk ami wlitnuw 

<-ry. « iliiii:: l<-> .l<-r|> fiT tli<- v..)ii- ..f infmii-y, liut m^ri- 

iiw I.-, famt f"r iiiaiiliool. ■■A>. av," iToaktil the li*,*. 
Iiar-lilv. -I III .-oiiiiiii;. I in ■-..mini;': " nwl a« hIm- •>»! 
tlii-. -il.- |.ii-li.^l ..|H-i. a .1..,! ami ..iit..|,,i .1 [,..|ii. wliii-h. t-v 
til.- iu>»iiii: -jL-ioii .<f li;.'l.l ri. -l..- ».iil. I )H<i.-.-iv.-.| l»\ „.xi 
I.. 1)1.- I— r. for 111.- rafu-r- aii-l lli.- til.- w.-n- l-.l)i M-ii>lr. m 
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"SCENE" AND "itY LUCUBRATIONS 
ON THE ST. LAWRENCE." 

HEN the lighl of the candle which the 
old woman carried had somewhat dissipated the darkness. I 
could Bee the whole interior of the room ; and certainly, well 
habituated as I hod been from my earliest years to such 
sights, povertj' like this I never had seen before ! Not a 
chair nor table was there ; a few broken utensils for cooking, 
such as are usually thrown away aa useless among rubbish, 
stood upon the cold hearth. A few potatoes on one broken 
dish, and a little meat on another, were the only things like 
food. It was not for some minutes that I perceived in the 
corner a miserable bed of straw confined within a plank, 
supported by two njngh stones ; nor was it till I had looked 
long and closely that T saw that the figure of a man lay 
extended on the bed, his stiffened and outstretched limbs 
reserabling those ^ a corpse. Towards this the old woman 
DOW tottered with slow steps, and, setting the small piece of 
candle upright in a saucer, she approached the bed.« " There 
it is, now; look at it, and make yer mind aisy," said she, 
placing it on the floor beside the bod, in such a position that 
he could see it. 

15 
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The Hick iiiaii tuniti) bin tne« rouml, aiu) bh iiin «jm ntrt 
tbv VtaUU tiicn- fiiiiif iivtT liJH wlkuW fcsluntt u MuixltvtM 
chan^o. I.iviil hid] ilHtiimy wiili tliv ilf«Ui-i»f»l. Uir rii:kl 
muM-lfit M.txtil. ami in llit- ittnririK fVclwUn nml ttir |i3ru<l 

lijMt llitTi' MT I n |H-rft'i't [lunisvHin tt{ i-iiiniioii. " !■ tlul 

hV — art' yv min- ihut 'n it?" fHitl li«-, in u \"U.v h> wlin-ti 
till- iiKiiiii-tit.trv ■■xrila'iiifiit iiiijiHrtol Htn-iiutli. 

**T<> iH-sim- I iimi 1 ^i-i-ii KulluT Nml I.U-m. it luin.-- ir. 
ttiiil Hjiriiikh' il tiHi!" nuiil "tu'. 

"Oh. Dh' li<'»v<-iilv — " ll<' •>(<>]>[>•••]. mxl ill B l^vT 
vui(v uilil.->l. -■ S:iv it for iin'. Mi>llv : »uv it U» iiw. M"U\ ! 
I i-ant K:iy il i.iy^ilf." 

•• Ktf]. yuiir .V.-H »ii lln- MtTtx.-.! <-!in.il.- '. " mIiI lUr Ub_-. 
|HH-vi^lilv 1 " 't ir. a iinin t<-r >l>>IIiir it timt iik." 

"WunLln't )>.- I .Mollvr — <li<l In- mv lit- wuuM ii I 
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>* Sorra bit ; he said he '<! ^o out of the house, and never 
come buck to it. Vuu frigbteued the boy with thts terrible 
thiii<!s you Hay tii your mviugn." 

--Oh, luurther — murtber! My own lleah aud blood 

••Tlit'ii why won't you be raieouable, — why won't you 
ImuUl y"ur |>tace about what happeueil long agout- ? " 

-- lt>'(-:)ii:H' I can't." imid ho, with & peeviijh eageruesa. 
" Iti'i-audi- 1 'm goin<! where it 'a all known a'ready." 

" F:iix. anil I would n't be remiudin' them, anyway ! " said 
the lia^r, whoee itarca^tic impiety added fresh tortures t« the 
dyiti^ sinner. 

--1 wunte<l to tell father Ned all; I wanted to have 
niiirises for him that's gone, — the man that suffered instead 
of me 1 Oh, tlear 1 — Oh, dear ! — ami nobotly will come ta 

-* If ye cry that low), I'll leave you too," said the tu^. 
■•Thfv know already 'tis the spotteil fever ye have, and 
Tatuigeerd would burn the bouse under ye, if 1 was ta 



-don't leave me," he cried, with 
'Bring the blessed candle nearer; 



111.- 

-• Don't go, Molly. ■ 
heart-rent ling angnisb. 
I don't see it well." 

"You'll see tesa of it soon; 'tis nigh out," said she, 
wiDfflng tbs wick with her Bngers. 

Till' liyiiii; riiiui in.'W stre(eln-d out his fleshless fingers 
lowvdi tbc tii;bt, and I «>nl<l uec by his li|)s that he 

^'pB «i)Hn_- m. ■- 1- ■■ (H.mI he, "Molly." — 
:nl fiill, — " don't ye 
](.■ Cafferly, Mai 

1 slie, nidely iiushbg 

he blentK-d cnndle?" 
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" Did ye hear anything, or was I dreamin'? " said Joe to 
me ; '^ I thought I heard the most dreadful scream, — like a 
man drowuiu*." 

'^ It was a dream, i)erhaps," said I, shaddering at the 
thought of what I had just witnessed, while I listened with 
terrible anxiety for any sound overhead; but none came; 
and so passeil the long hours till day-dawn. 

Without revealing to my companion the terrible scene I 
had been witness to, I told him that we were in the same 
house witli a fearful malady, — an announcement I well 
knew had greater terror for none than an Irish peasant. 
He at once decided on departing; and, although day was 
barely breaking, he awoke the others, and a low whispering 
conversation ensued, in which I felt, or imagined, at least, 
that I was an interesteil party. At last Joe, turning towards 
me, said, '* And you, sir, what do you mean to do ! " 

"The very question," said I, *' that I cannot answer. If 
I were to follow my inclination, I *d turn homeward ; if I 
must yield to necessity, 1 '11 call upon the Governor-Greneral, 
and remain with him till I hear from my friends." 

There was a pause ; a moment of deliberation seemed to 
fall upon the bystanders, which at length was broken by the 
old uKin saying, " Well, good luck be with you; any way. 
'tis the best thing you could do! " 

I saw tliat I liad overshot my bolt, and with difficulty con- 
cealed niv annovance at my own failure. My irritation was. 
I , conclude, sutliciently apparent, for Joe quickly said. 
'' We *re very sorry to part with you ; but if we could be of 
any use before we go — " 

'' Wliieli way do you travel?*' said I, carelessly. 

" Tiiat 's tile i)uzzle, for we don't know the country. T is 
New Orleans we'd like to go to first." 

** Xotiiinir easier," said I. '*Take the steamer to Mon- 
treal, cross owr into tlie States, down Lake Champlain to 
Wliitehall, over to Albany, and then twenty hours down the 
Hudson brihirs you tx) New York." 

•' You know till' way well ! " sai<l Joe, with an undisguise<l 
a<lniiration for my geography, which, 1 need not tell the 
reader, was all accjuired from books and maps. 

- I siioulil think so," said I, '' seeing that I might travel 
it blimlfold!" 
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" Is it dangerous? Are tlif re Injions? " said the old man, 
whose mind ttcciiied vtry ulive to the {wrils of red tiiei). 

" Tliere are some triltes ou tbe way," sakl I ; '■ but the 
while fellows you im-et with are worse tliau the red ones, — 
MiK'h rogues, and assasDins too ! " 

•' Tiie saints presnrvy us ! IIow will we ever do it? " 

'■ l>x>k out for some smart fellow who knows the way aod 
(hoi-ouglily uiidcrstnmls the {>eo{>lc, and who can sjjeak 
Kreiich fluently, fi>r the first part of the journey, and who 
is up to all the I'ankee ro^tuery, for tbe seetnid. (iive him 
full power to guide ami ilirect your ex|H-dition. and you 'U 
have both a safe journey and a [deasant one." 

•' Ay, ami where will we get hiui? " cried one. 

"Ami what would be be askiu' for his trouble?" said 
another; while Joe, with an assenting no«l, reiterated both 
questions, and seemed to cx|>ect that answer from me. 

" It ought to be easy enough in such a city as this," said 
I, negligently. "Are you acquainted with Forbes and 
(iudgeon? They are my bankers. They could, I am sure, 
find out your man at once." 

"Ah, sir, we know nobody at all I" exclaimed Joe, in ao 
accent of such humility that I actually felt shocked at my 
own duplicity. 

"By Jove!" said I, as though a sudden thought bad 
struck me, " very little would make me go with you myself." 
A regular burst of joy from tbe whole party here interrupted 
me. " Yes, I'm quite in earnest," said I, with a dignified 
air. "This place will be excessively distasteful to me 
henceforth. I have placed myself in what is callctl a false 
poaitioD here, and 'twere far better to escajM! from it at 

ODM." 

■•That would Ih' iIh- making of us, all out. If ye could 

Mr. Cregiiu!" *-'mA Joe 
"I>t mo Intcmipt ya one moment," said I. "If I 
aliould amtaipnoy ^i>n i>i> this journey, there is one condition 
only Opon which I wmll consent to it." 

" Whatever you liUt- : > oly say it," said he, over whom I 
~^ ^ mimnetic influence. 

I, " that you treat me on terms of 
BJ birth and rank in life ; regani 
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multifarious and motley crew of emigrants, all bound for 
various places in the Upper Province, but with as plea- 
ant an ignorance of where they were going, what it was 
like, and how far off, as the most devoted fatalist could 
have wished for. A few, and they were the shrewd excep- 
tions, remembered the name of the city in whose ueiglibor- 
hood they were about to settle; many more could only 
say, negatively, that it was n't Lachine, nor it was n't Trois 
Rivieres; some were only capable of allirming that it was 
*' beyant Montreal," or '' higher up than Kingston; " and, 
lastly, a " few bright spirits " were going, " wid the help o* 
God, where Dan was," or '' Peter." They were not down- 
hearted, nor anxious, nor fretful for all this; far from it. 
It seemed as if the world before them, in all the attractions 
of its novelty, suggested hope. They had left a land so full 
of wretchedness that no change could well be worse; so 
they sat in pleasant little knots and groups upon the deck 
'* discoorsin*." Ay, just so, — '* discoorsin' " ! Sassenach 
that you are, I hear you muttering, "What is that?" 
Well, I'll tell you. ''Discoorsin'" is not talking, nor 
chatling, nor mere conversing. It is not the causer ie of 
the French, nor the conversazione of Italy, nor is it the 
Gesprdcfis (Jnterfuiltung of plodding old Germany ; but it is 
an admirable melange of all together. It is a grand olla 
podrida^ where all things, political, religious, agricultural, 
and educational, are discussed with such admirable keeping, 
such uniformity in the tone of sentiment and expression, 
that it would be ditlicult to detect a change in the subject- 
matter, from the quiet monotony of its handling. The 
Pope; the praties; Molly Somebody's pig and the Priest's 
pony; Dan O'Connell's last instalment of hope; the price 
of oats ; the late assizes ; laments over the past, — the 
blessed days when there was little law and no police ; when 
masses were cheap, and mutton to be bad for stealing it, — 
such were the themes in vogue. And though generally one 
speaker "held the floor," there was a running chorus of 
" Sure enough ! " " Devil fear ye ! " " An' why not? " kept 
up, that made every hearer a sleeping partner in the elo- 
quence. Dissent or contradiction was a thing unheard of ; 
they were all subjects upon which each felt precisely alike. 
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No man's experience pointed to anything save rainy seasons 
and wet potatoes, elieap bacon and high county cess. Life 
had its one phase of monotonous want, only broken in upon 
by the momentary orgie of an election, or the excitement of a 
county town on the Saturday of an execution. 

And so it was. Like the nor'-easter that followed them 
over the seas, came all the memories of what they had left 
behind. They had little care for even a passing look at the 
new and strange objects around them. The giant cedar- 
trees along the banks, — the immense rafts, like floating 
islands, hurrying past on the foaming current, with myriads 
of figures moving on them, — the endless forests of dark 
pines, the quaint log-houses, unlike those farther north, and 
with more pretension to architectural design, — and now and 
then a Canadian '^ bdteau" shooting past like a sword-fish, 
its red-capped crew saluting the steamer with a wild cheer 
that would wake the echoes many a mile away: if they 
looked at these, it was easy to see that they not^ them but 
indifferently ; their hearts were far away. Ay, in spite of 
misery, and hardship, and famine, and flood, they were 
away in the wilds of Erris, in the bleak plains of Donegal, 
or the lonely glens of Connemara. 

It has often struck me that our rulers should have per- 
petuated the names of Irish localities in the New World. 
One must have experienced the feeling himself to know the 
charm of this simple association. The hourly recurring 
name that speaks so familiarly of home, is a powerful 
antidote to the sense of banishment. Well, here I am, 
j)rosiug about emigrants, and their regrets, and wants, and 
liopes, and wishes, and forgetting the while the worthy little 
group who, with a hot ''net" of potatoes (for in this 
fashion eacii mess is allowed to boil its quota), and a very 
savory cut of ham, awaited my presence in the steerage; 
they were good and kindly souls every one of them. The 
old grandfather was a fine prosy old grumbler about the 
year *98 and the terrible doings of the "Orangemen." 
Joe was a stout-hearted, frank fellow that only wanted fair 
play in tlie world to make his path steadily onward. The 
sons were, in Irish parlance, ''good boys,** and the girls 
fine-tempered and gocxl-natured, — as ninety-nine out of the 
hundre<l are in the land they come from. 
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Now, shall I forfeit some of my kind reader's considera- 
tion if I say tliat, with all these excellences, and many others 
besides, they became soon inexpressibly tiresome to me. 
There was not a theme they spoke on that I had not already 
by heart. Irish grievances, in all their moods and tenses, had 
been always *' stock pieces " in my father's cabin, and I am 
bound to acknowledge that the elder Cregan had a sagacity 
of perception, a shrewdness of discrimination, and an apti- 
tude of expression not to be found every day. Listening to 
the Cullinanes after him was like hearing the butler com- 
menting in the servants* hall over the debate one had 
listened to in " the House." It was a strange, queer sensa- 
tion that I felt coming over me as we travelled along day by 
day together, and I can even now remember the shriek of 
ecstasy that escaped me one morning when I had hit upon the 
true analysis of my feelings, and, jumping up, I exclaimed, 
'' Con, you are progressing, my boy ; you 'U be a gentleman 
yet ; you have learned to be ' bored * already ! " From that 
hour 1 cultivated " my Cullinanes " as people take a course 
of a Spa, where, nauseous and distasteful at the time, one 
fancies he is to store up Heaven knows how many years of 
future health and vigor. 

In a former chapter of these Confessions I have told the 
reader the singular sensations I experienced when first under 
the influence of port wine : how a kind of transfusion, as it 
were, of Conservative principles, a respect for order, a love 
of decorum, a sleepy indisposition to see anything like con- 
fusion going on about me, — all feelings which, I take it, are 
eminently gentleman-like. Well, this fastidious weariness 
of the Cullinanes was evidently the "second round of the 
ladder." " It is a grand thing to be able to look down upon 
any one ! " I do not mean this in any invidious or unworthy 
sense; not for the sake of depreciating others, but purely 
for the sake of one's own self-esteem. I would but convey 
that the secret conviction of superiority is amazingly exhila- 
rating. To " hold your stride " beside an intellect that you 
can pass when you like, and yet merely accompany to what 
is called " make a race," is rare fun ; to see the other using 
every effort of whip and spur, bustling, shaking, and lifting, 
while you, well down in your saddle, never put the rowel to 
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the flank of your fancy, — this is indeed gloriooB spoittl In 
return for this, however, there is an intolerable degree of 
lassitude in the daily association of people who are satisfied 
to talk forever of the same things in the same terms. 

The incidents of our journey were few and uninteresting. 
At Montreal I received a very civil note from Mrs. Da\i8, 
accompanying my trunk and my purse. In the few lines I 
had written to her from the packet-otfice, I said tliat my per- 
formance of a servant's character in her establishment had 
been undertaken for a wager, which I had just won ; that 1 
boggeil of her, in consequence, to devote the wages owing to 
me to any charitable otiice she should think fit, and kindly to 
forward my effects to Montreal, together with a certificate, 
under her hand, that my real rank and station had never 
been detected during my stay in her house : this document 
being necessary to convince my friend Captain Pike that I 
had fulfilled the conditions of our bet. 

Mrs. Davis's reply was a gem.* " She had heard or read of 
Conacre, but did n't suspect we were the Cregans of that 
place. She did not know how she could ever forgive herself 
for having subjected me to menial duties. She had indeeil 
been struck — as who had not? — with certain traits of my 
manner and address." In fact, poor Mrs. D., what with the 
material for gossip suggested by the story, the surprise, and 
the saving of the wages — for 1 sus|)ect that, like the Duke in 
Junius, her charity ended where it is proverbially said to 
begin, at home, — was in a perfect paroxysm of delight with 
me, herself, and the whole human race. 

To me, this was a precious document ; it was a patent of 
gentility at once. It was a pass^Kjrt wliich, if not issued by 
authority, had at least tJie ''visa" of one witness to my 
rank, and I was not tlie stuff to require many cretlentials. 

Before we had decided on what day we should leave Mon- 
tn^al, a kind of small mutiny began to show itself among our 
party. The old man, grown sick of travelling, and seeing 
the America of his hopes as far off as ever, became restive, 
a^d refused to move farther. The sons had made acquaint- 
ances on board the steamer, who assureil them that ^^ about 
the lakes " — a very vague geography - land was to be had 
for asking. Peggy and Susan had picked up sweethearts. 
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aDd wanted to journey westward ; and poor Joe, pulled in 
these various directions, gave himself up to a little interreg- 
num of drink, hoping that rum might decide what reason 
failed in. 

As for me, I saw that my own influence would depend 
upon my making myself a partisan ; and, too proud for this, 
1 determined to leave them. I possessed some thirty dollars, 
a good kit, but, better than either, the most unbounded con- 
fidence in myself, and a firm conviction that the world was 
an instrument I should learn to play upon, one day or other. 
Tliere was no use in undeceiving them as to my real rank 
and station. One of the pleasantest incidents of their lives 
would be, hi all probability, their having travelled in com- 
panionship with a gentleman ; and so, remembering the story 
of the poor alderman who never got over having learned that 
*' Robinson Crusoe" was a fiction, I left them this solace 
unalloyed, and after a most cordial leave-taking, and hav- 
ing written down my father's address at New Orleans, I 
shook hands with the men twice over, kissed the girls ditto, 
and stepped on board the '"Kingston" steamer, — for no 
other reason that I know, except that she was the first to 
leave the wharf that morning. 

I have said that I possessed something like thirty dol- 
lars : an advantageous sale of a part of my wardrobe to a 
young gentleman about to reside at Queenstown as a waiter, 
** realized" me as much more; and with this sum I resolved 
upon making a short tour of Canada and the States, in order 
to pick up a few notions and increase my store of expe- 
riences, ere I adopted any fixed career. 

We laugh at the old gentleman in the play who, on hear- 
ing that his son has no want of money, immediately offers 
him ten pistoles, but who obstinately leaves him to starve 
when he discovers that he is without funds. We laugh at 
this, and we deem it absurd and extravagant ; but it is pre- 
cisely what we see the world do in like circumstances. All 
its generosity is reserved for all those who do not require 
assistance; all its denials for those in need. ''My Lord" 
refuses half-a-dozen dinners, while the poor devil author 
only knows the tune of "Roast Beef." These reflections 
forced themselves upon me by observing that as I travelled 
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has an incomparable advantage over him who merely writes 
it, and that even a poor performer is better, when the world 
is his stage, than the best critic. 

"I'll wait," thought I, — nothing within, no suggestive 
push from conscience, urged me to follow any of these roads ; 
and so I journeyed away from Kingston to Fort George, 
thence to Niagara, where I amused myself agreeably for a 
week, sitting all day long upon the Table Rock, and watch- 
ing the Falls in a dreamy kind of self-consciousness, brought 
on by the din, the crash, the spray, the floating surf, and 
that vibration of the air on every side, which all conspire 
to make up a sensation that ever after associates with the 
memory of that scene, and leaves any effort to describe it so 
dillicult. ^ 

From this I wandered into the States by Sclienectady, 
Utica, and Albany, down the Hudson to New York, thence 
— but why recite mere names ? It was after about three 
months* travelling, during which my wardrobe shared a fate 
not dissimilar to -^Esop's bread-basket, that I found myself 
at New Orleans. Coming even from the varied and strange 
panorama tliat so many weeks of continual travelling present, 
I was struck by the appearance of New Orleans. Do not be 
afraid, worthy reader; you're not '* in " for any description 
of localities. 1 *11 neither inflict you with a land view nor a 
sea view. In my company you '11 never hear a word about 
the measurement of a cathedral, or the number of feet in 
height of a steeple. My care and my business are with men 
and women. They are to me the real objects of travel. The 
checkered board of human life is the map whose geography I 
love to study, and my thoughts are far more with the stream 
that flows from the heart, than with the grandest river tliat 
ever sought the sea. When I said I was struck with New 
Orleans, it was then with tlie air of its population. Never 
did I behold such a mass of bold, daring, reckless fellows 
as swaggered on every side. The fiery Frenchman, the 
determined-looking Yankee, the dark-browed Spaniard, the 
Camanche and the half-caste, the Mulatto, the Texan, tlie 
Negro, tiie Cuban, and the Creole, were all here, and all 
seemed picked specimens of their race. 

Tlie least acute of observers could not fail to see that it 
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'' What *8 that in the *Yune print? ** said a great raw-boned 
fellow, with a cigar like a small walking-cane in the corner 
of his mouth. 

'^ It 's a Texan go," said another; " sha* n*t catch me at 
that trick." 

''Well, I don't know," drawled out a sleek-haired man, 
with a very Yankee drawl; " I see Roarin* Peter, our judge 
up at New Small-pox, take a tarnation deal of booty out of 
that location." 

*' Where had he been? " asked the tall fellow. 

" At Guayugualla, — over the frontier." 

'' There is a bit to be done about there," said the other, 
and, wrapping his mantle about him, lounged off. . 

''Guayugualla'." repeated I; and, retiring a little from 
the crowd, I t<x)k from my pocket the little newspaper para- 
graph of the negro, and read the name which had sounded so 
familiarly to my ears. 

I endeavored once more to approach the window, but the 
crowd had already increased considerably ; and I had 
nothing for it but to go in and buy the paper, which now had 
taken a strong hold upon me. 

Cheap as was the paper, it cost me that day*s dinner ; and 
it was with a very great anxiety to test the value of my 
sacrifice that I hastened to the little miserable den which I 
had hired as my sleeping- place. 

Once within, I fastened the door, and, spreading out the 
journal on my bed, proceeded to search for the Texan para- 
graph. It was headed in capitals, and easily found. It ran 
thus : — 

'* WANTED— A few downright, go-ahead ones, to join an 
excursion into the One-Star Republic, — the object being to push 
a way down South, and open a new trade-line for home doings. 
Applicants to address the Office of the paper, and rally at (ial- 
veston, with rifle, pistols, ammunition, horse, pack, and a bowie, on 
Tuesday, the 8th instant." 

I *m sure I knew that paragraph off by heart before bed- 
time, but just as I have seen a stupid man commit a proposi- 
tion in Euclid to memory, — without ever being able to work 
it. I was totally at a loss what to make of the meaning of 
the expedition. It was, to say the least, somewhat myste- 
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rioim; iind the whole being addressed to *^ go-ahead ones,^ 
who were to (*oine with rifles and bowie-knives, showed that 
they were not likely to be missionaries. There was one 
wonderful cluiiMc ul)out it, — it smacked of adventure. There 
wiiH a roving wildness in the very thought which pleased me, 
find I straightway opened a consultation with myself bow I 
(•ould compass the object. My stock of money had dwindled 
down to four dollars ; and although I still possessed some of 
the best arti(*leHof my wardrobe, the greater portion had been 
touff HMiee (linpoHed of. 

AIiik! the more I thought over it, the more hopeless did 
my hope of journey appear, — I made every imaginable good 
bargain in my faney ; I disposed of old waistcoats and gait- 
erH i\H if tJiey had been the honored vestments of heroes and 
Ha<{ert ; I knocked down my shoes at prices that old Freder- 
ick*H boot-H would n*t have fetched; and yet, with all this, I 
fell fsir HJiort of a sum sullicicnt to purchase my equipment, 
— in faet, I saw that if I compassed the ^'bowie-knife," it 
would be the full extent of my powers. I dwelt upon this 
theme ho long that I grew fevered and excited: I got to 
believe that here was a great career opening before me, to 
whi(*h one petty, minerable obstacle opposed itself. I was 
tike a man deterred from undertaking an immense journey, 
by the trouble of crossing a rivulet. 

Ill this frame of mind I went to bed, but only to rove over 
mv rude fancies, and, in a state U'tween sleep and waking, 
to iiii:it;ine that some tiny hand held me back, and prevented 
me !iscendin<j: a path on which Fortune kept waving her hand 
for me to follow. When day broke, I found myself sitting 
at my wiiulow, with the newspaper in my hands, — though 
how I came there, or how long T had spent in that attitude, I 
<*aiinot say ; I only know that my limbs were excessively 
C(»1(U and my temples hot, and that while my hands were 
benumbed and swollen, mv heart beat faster and fuller than 
I hail ever felt it before. 

*» Nf>w for the * Picayune,' " said 1, starting from my 
chair; ** thoiiirh I never may make the journey, at least 1*11 
ask the roail." 




" TilF, OUDINAKY OF AI.I, NATIOXS." 
AKING my way with diltlculiy through 
the crowd which filled the ball of the house, and which 
ConaiBtetl of purchasers, newsveiiders, reporters, printers' 
devils, and others interested in the " Picayune," all eagerly 
discusaiug the news of the day, I reached a small back 
office, where, having knocked timidly twice, I was desired to .^ 
enter. 

A man seated at a coarse deal table was cutting out para- 
graphs from various newspapers, which, as he threw them at 
either side of him, were eagerly caught up by two or three 
ragged urchins who were in waiting behind him. He looked 
up at me as I entered, and roughly asked what I wanted. 

" 1 have seen an advertisement in your paper, headed, 
' Expedition to Texas' " 

*' Upstairs, — No. 3, — two-pair back," said he, and went 
UD with his labor. 

I hesitated, hoping he might odd something; but seeing 
that he had said all he intended or was likely to say, I slowly 
withdrew. 

"Upstairs, then, — No. 3, — two-pair back," said I to 
myself, and mounted, with the very v^uest notions of what 
yoL.1. — la 
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bUn(^ kind, rarely iDtended to go farther than tbe quay of 
New Orleans. 

On tbe present occasion, however, it would seem a real 
expedition bad beeu planned. Some bad already sailed, 
others were to follow the very day after the lottery, and only 
waited to learn wbo was tbe fortunate winner of Butcher's 
mare, at that time waiting at Galveston for an owner. 

1 waited a long time, in hope of acquiring something like 
an insight into the seo|ie of tbe enterprise, but in vain; 
iu<leed, it was easy to sec that, of tbe company, not a single 
one, in all likelihood, intended to Join the expedition. When 
I left tbe " Picayune," therefore, I was but little wiser than 
when I entereil it ; and yet somehow the whole scheme had 
token a faat hold on my imagination, which readily filled in 
the details of what I was ignorant. The course of reading 
in wliich 1 had indulged on board Sir Dudley's yacht was 
doubtless tbe reason of tliis. My mind had laid up so many 
texts for ailventurous fancies that on tbe slightest pretext 
1 could call up any quantity of enterprise and vicissitude. 

A hundred times I asked myself if it were likely that any 
of these Texan adventurers would accept of my ser\'ices to 
wait upon them, I was not ignorant of hoi-ses. a tolerably 
fair groom, could cook a liltle, — tliat much I had learned on 
board the yacht; besides, wherever my qualifications failed, 
I had a ready witteil ingenuity that supplied the place almost 
M well M the "real article." 

"Ah!" Ilii.iii!lil I. ••»li.i kiiuw- lii.H iii:iiiy;uv pushing at 
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and such like, with here and there a sailors' ordinary, 
usually kept by a negro or half-breed. 

I had eaten nothing that day, and it was now late in the 
afternoon, so that it was with a very strong interest I peeped 
occasionally into the little dens, where, under a paper lantern 
with the inscription, " All for Twelve Cents," sat a company, 
usually of sailors and watermen, whose fare harmonized most 
unpleasantly with their features. 

The combat between a man's taste and his exchequer is 
never less agreeable than when it concerns a dinner. To 
feel that you have a soul for turtle and truffles, and yet most 
descend to mashed potatoes and herrings ; to know that a 
palate capable of appreciating a salmi des perdreaux must 
be condemned to the indignity of stock fish, — what an 
indignity is that ! The whole man revolts at it ! You feel, 
besides, that such a meal is unrelieved by those suggestive 
excursions of fancy which a well-served table abounds in. 
In the one case you eat like the beast of the field, — it is a 
question of supporting nature, and no more; in the other, 
there is a poetry interwoven that elevates and exalts. With 
what discursive freedom does the imagination range from the 
little plate of oysters that preludes your soup, to pearl fish- 
ery and the coral reefs, ^' with moonlight sleeping on the 
breaking surf ! ** And then your soup, be it turtle or mulli- 
gatawny, how associated is it with the West Indies or the 
East, bearing on its aromatic vapor thousands of speculative 
reflections about sugar and slavery, pepper-pots, straw hats, 
pickaninnies, and the Bishop of Barbadoes; or the still 
grander themes of elephants, emeralds, and the Indus, with 
rajahs, tigers, punkahs, and the Punjaub! 

And so you proceed, dreamily following out in fancy the 
hints each course supplies, and roving with your cutlets to 
the ^^ cattle upon a thousand hills," or dallying with the 
dessert to the orange-groves of Zante or SicUy. 

I do love all this. The bouquet of my Bordeaux brings 
back the Rhone, as the dry muscat of my Johannisberg 
pictures the vine-clad cliffs of the Vaterland, with a long 
diminuendo train of thought about Metternich and the Holy 
Alliance — the unlucky treaty of *15 — Vienna — Madame 
Schrader — and Castelli. 
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And how pleasantly and nationally does one come back 
with the port to our '* ancient ally, Portugal," with a mind- 
painted panorama of Torres Vedras and the Douro, — with 
Black Horse Square and the Tagus, — " the Duke ** ever 
and anon flitting across the scene, and making each glass 
you carry to your lips a heartfelt "long life to him! ** 

Alas and alas ! such prandial delights were not for me ; I 
must dine for twelve cents, or, by accepting the brilliant 
entertainment announced yonder, price half-a-dollar, keep 
Lent the rest of the week. 

The temptation to which I allude ran thus : — 

Ladies and Gentle rueifs (irand Ordinary of all Nations 

At 5 o'clock precisely. 

Thumbo-rig — Mint julep — and a Ball. 
The "Half-dollar.'* 

Monsieur Palaniede de Rosanne directs the Ceremonies. 

If there was a small phrase in the aforesaid not perfectly 
intelligible, it seemed, upon the principle of the well-known 
adage, only to heighten the inducement. The " Thumbo- 
rig" above might mean either a new potation or a new 
dance. Still, conceding this unknown territory, there was 
quite sufficient in the remainder of the advertisement to 
prove a strong temptation. The house, too, had a pre- 
tentious air about it that promised well. There was a large 
bow-window, displaying a perfect landscape of rounds and 
sirloins, with a tasteful drapery of sausages overhead ; while 
a fragrant odor of rum, onions, fresh crabs, cheese, salt cod, 
and preserved ginger made the very air ambrosial. 

As I stood and sniffed, my resolution staggered undt?r the 
assaults made on eye, nose, and palate, a very smartly-dressed 
female figure crossed the way, holding up her dress full 
an inch or so higher than even the mud required, and with a 
jaunty air displayed a pair of very pink stockings on very 
well-turned legs. I believe — I 'm not sure, but I fear — the 
pink stockings completed what the pickled beef began. I 
entered. Having paid my money at the bar, and given up 
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my hat and greateoat, I was ushered by a black waiter, 
dressed in a striped jacket and trousers, as if he had been 
ruled with red ink, into a large room, where a very numerous 
company of both sexes were assembled, some seated, some 
standing, but all talking away with buzz and confusion that 
showed perfect intimacy to be the order of the day. The 
men, it was easy to see, were chiefly in the ''shipping 
interest." There was a strong majority of mates and small 
skippers, whose varied tongues ranged from Spanish and 
Portuguese to Dutch and Danish; French, English and 
Russian were also heard in the m^/ee, showing that the 
Grand Ordinary had a world-made repute. The ladies were 
mostly young, very condescending in their manners, some- 
what overdressed, and for the most part French. 

As I knew no one, I waited patiently to be directed where 
I should sit, and was at last shown to a place between a 
very fat lady of Creole tint — another dip would have made 
her black — and a little brisk man, whom I soon heanl was 
Monsieur Palamede himself. 

The ilinner was good, the conversation easiest of the easy, 
taking in all, from matters commercial to social, — the whole 
seasoned with the greatest gooil-humor and no small share 
of smartness. Personal adventures by land and sea, — 
niiiny of the latter recounted by men who made no scruple 
of confessing that tliey ''dealt in ebony," — the slave-trade. 
Little incidents of life, that told much for the candor of the 
recount or, were heard on all sides, until at length I really 
ft'lt ashniued of my own deticiency in not having even 
contributed an anecdote for the benefit of the company. 
Tliis preyed upon me the more as I saw myself surrounde<l 
by persons who really, if their own unimpeachable evidence 
was to be credited, began the world in ways and shapes the 
most singular and uncommon. Not a man or woman of 
tht' party that liad not slipped into existence in some droll, 
(juaint fasliion of their own, so that positively, and for the 
first tinu', I really grew ashamed to think that I belonged to 
*' decent |)eo|)le " who had not compromised me in the 
sliirh>«'st degree. **Voila un jeune homme (pii ne dit pas 
nn liiot I " said a pretty-lookiuir woman, with fair brown 
hair and a very liciuid i)air of blue eyes. The speech was 
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addressed to me, and the whole table at once turned their 
glances towards me. 

"Ay, very true," said a short, stout little skipper, with 
an unmistakable slash from a cutlass across his nose; "a 
sharp-looking fellow like that has a story if he will only 
tell it." 

" And you may see," cried another, ''that we are above 
petty prejudices here ; roguery only lies heavy on the con- 
science that conceals it." The speaker was a tall, sallow 
man, with singularly intelligent features; he had been a 
Jesuit tutor in the family of an Italian noble, and after 
consigning his patron to the Inquisition, had been himself 
banished from Rome. 

Pressing entreaties and rough commands, half imperious 
instances and very seductive glances, all were directed 
towards me, with the object of extorting some traits of my 
life, and more particularly of that part of it which concerned 
my birth and parentage. If tlie example of the company 
invited the most unqualified candor, I cannot say that it 
overcame certain scruples I felt about revealing my humble 
origin. I was precisely in that anomalous position in life 
when such avowals are most painful. Without ambition, 
the confession had not cost me any sacrifice ; while, on the 
other hand, I had not attained that eminence which has a 
proud boastfulness in saying, '' Yes, I, such as you see me 
now, — great, titled, wealthy, and powerful, — I was the son 
of a news vender or a lamplighter." Such avowals, highly 
lauded as they are by the world, especially when made by 
archbishops or chancellors, or other great folk, at public 
dinners, are, to my thinking, about as vainglorious bits of 
poor human nature as the most cynical could wish to wit- 
ness. They are the mere victories of vanity over self- 
esteem. Now, I had no objection that the world should 
think me a young gentleman of the very easiest notions of 
right and wrong, with a conscience as elastic as gutta'4)er- 
cha, picking my way across life's stream on the stepping- 
stones made by other men's skulls, — being, as the phrase 
has it, a very loose fish indeed ; but I insisted on their be- 
lieving that I was well-bom. Every one has his weakness, 
— this was Con Cregan's ; and as these isolated fissures in 
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villi IidIIow. (iili'd! " '• liy .lnvo, how scari-i' biibios must be 
ill llic |mrt you i-<>mi> fioiii, if pi-opU' tsiki' tickets fi>i' i-iii! " 
Siidi wi'iv DoiiK' of tin- c-uiiiiiifiitaries ihut hmkv out niiiiilst 
till- mirth. 

•• i iiiiivi'," Kiiiil a (i:i|>|H,'r litllv FiviiL-hiii:iii wIki liail Wcii 
11 tiarlur siiul ji X:ilioii:il lltiaiii oiii-u. •' i inovc tlial thi' 
Loiiuiiihit' lU'i-iilv uiaki- :i r<talt'tm'nt to llu' C'hiiiiiK'r ivspect- 
in>! till- iiit(-]vslin>: faoi to nlihh tio hus allu<h-<l." 

Thi- iiiotiiiii was larriwi liy a<-<-hiiiiatioii. ami 1 was aciMinl- 
iiiL!ly hiiliKvil to asoiMiil thv trilxiuc — u kiiai uf nnlt' |iiilpit 
that was l>r<iii-:1it s)>i'cially into tlif nHiiii, mid slatioiietl at 
till' siilt' iif the |iivsitlt'iit's ehuir ; tlii< com met its on my (H-r- 
soiial aii[H'ar:iiiei', a-jv. air, uiiil iiri>lial>li' rank, wliich were 
made all the »hile, tviileiKiii^ tlu' uioMt i-amliil ti]>irit one can 
Will inia<rine. 

'* A i'i<;bt-di>wn tilick and flircwd 'un, darn me if he 



■- .V very wide awnke youii); •renimaii," ijiKith immU-r two. 

■"11 a de -beaux yeiix," eeliii-b'i," — tills was u buly's 
11' mark. 

"Set that yomi<; 'mi among the girls *d»wn cant,' niul 
lie '11 mow 'viii down like gnaa." 

•• A I^iidonor, — awelUmobbUh a bit, 1 take it," 

" Nut at all, lie a'nt; he'a ■ bank els A or a post-otHec 
fellow lMilt«<l with a lot of tin." 

*• Der iat v'm eehler Srlirlm." growled oql an old hant/ie 
■kipiien " I keiin him vehr wold, — steal your wash wid a 
leetle ecbeer, — sciMara rim mil kin, bal tua!" 

>' I.a<lloH and Kontlemeii." eaiil I, BiMdililig » IKW nf ilio 
uo«t dlgiiiliiil liniiortauci-, " ttefEing i 
cumatiince tu wliicb you bavs ■ 
lnU)rc«L, let t 
to ha*ii 
I ba^'e no 
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3'ou hollow, Giles! " "By Jove, how scarce babies must be 
in the part you come from, if people take tickets for em ! " 
Such were some of the commentaries that broke out amidst 
the mirth. 

'' I move," said a dapper little Frenchman who had been 
a barber and a National Guard once, " I move that the 
honorable deputy make a statement to the Chamber res|)ect- 
ing the interesting fact to which he has alluded." 

The motion was carried by acclamation, and I was accord- 
ingly induced to ascend the tribune, — a kind of rude pulpit 
that was brought si>ecially into the room, and stationeil at 
the side of the president's chair ; the comments on my per- 
sonal api>earance, age, air, and probable rank, which were 
made all the while, evidencing the most candid spirit one can 
well imagine. 

'^ A right-down slick and shrewd 'un, darn me if he 
ain't : " 

" A very wide awake young gemman," quoth number two. 

''II a de 'beaux yeux,* celui-lk," — this was a lady's 
remark. 

''Set that young *un among the girls 'down east,* and 
he 'II mow *em down like grass." 

" A Ix)ndoner, — swell-mobbish a bit, I take it." 

'* Not at all, he a'nt; he's a bank clerk or a post-office 
fellow l)olted with a lot of tin." 

" I)er ist ein ecliter Schelui," growle<l out an old Dantzic 
skipper; *' I kenn him vehr wohl, — steal your wash wid a 
leetle scheer, — scissars you call him, ha ! ha ! " 

" Ladies and gentlemen," said I, assuming a ix>se of the 
most dignitieii imi)ortance, " before entering Ujwn the cir- 
cumstance to which you liave so graciously attached a little 
interest, let me assure you — not that the fact can or ought 
to have any weight with this distinguished company — that 
I have no claim \i\yon your sympathy with regard to any of 
the pleas whispered around me. I am neither thief, pick- 
|>ocket, runaway postman, burglar, nor highwayman. If I 
Ih», as you are pleased to say, ' wide awake,* I believe it is 
only a common precaution, considering the company I find 
myself in ; and if I really could lay claim to the flattering 
praise of a fair lady on the left, it would be merely from 
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Kubiui, aud Marini, aud the rest of them. Well, it was just 
at the i)eriod of this Christmas visit — over which I may re- 
mark, €71 passant y Lady Blanche's iudisposition cast a shaile 
of gloom — that, in making some alteration in the mansion, 
they discovered in a concealed press in the wall a mahogany 
Ciise, on oi^ning which were found the moth and worm eaten 
remains of a violin. A parchment document enclosed in a 
little scroll of brass, and which had escai>ed the ravages of 
time, explained that this was the instrument of the celebrated 
Giacomo Battesta Pizzichetoni, the greatest \iolinist that 
ever livcii, — tbe composer of * II Diavolo e la sua Moglia* 
and the * Balla di Paradiso,' and many other great works, 
with which vou are all familiar." 

The company chorused assent, and I continued: ** The 
party had somehow not gone off well; the accustomed 
spirit and animation of the scene were wanting. Perha|)s 
Ladv Blanche's illness had some share in this : in anv case, 
every one seemed low and out of sorts, and the pleasant 
|>eople talked of taking leave, when his Royal Highness pro- 
posed, by way of doing something, that they should have a 
raffle for this wonderful fiddle, of which, though only seen 
bv the host and another, everv one was talkin^r. 

'* Even this much of stir was hailed with enthusiasm, the 
secrecy and mystery increasing the interest to a high degree. 

The tickets were two guineas each ; and Lord E , dying 

to possess ^ a real Pizzichetoni,' took twenty of them. The 
number was limited to a hundred ; but such was the judicious 
management of those who directed the proceedings that the 
shares were at a ' high premium* on the day of drawing, his 
R^)yal Highness actually buying up several at five guineas 
apiece. The excitement, too, was immense; encyclopaedias 
were ransacked for histories of the violin, and its great pro- 
fessors and proficients. The ' Conversations Lexicon ' 
opened of itself at the letter P., and Rzzichetoni's name 
turned up in every corner and on every theme, fifty times a 
dav-. What a time I have heard that was ! nothing talked of 
but bow-action, shifting, bridging, double fingering, and the 
like, from morning to night. Lord E became, in conse- 
quence of this run about a favorite subject, a personage of 
more than ordinary importance; instead of being deemed, 
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what he was oonunonly called at the clubs, the Great * Boras- 
su.s,' he was listened to with interest and atteutiou ; and, in 
fact, from the extent of his knowledge of the subject, and 
his acquaintance with every detail of its history, each felt 
that to Ills Lordsliip ought by right to fall the fortunate 
ticket. 

'^ So did it, in fact, turn out. After much vacillation, 
with the last two numbers remained the final decision. One 

iKjlongeil to the Royal Duke, the other to Lord E . 

' You shall have a hundred guineas for your chauce, E ,' 

said the Duke ; • what sav vou ? * 

* ' ^ Your Koyal Highnesses wish is a command/ said he, 
lK>wing and blushing ; ^ but were it otherwise, and to any 
other than your Koyal Highness, I should as certainly say 
nav.' 

'• ' Then " nay " must be the answer to me also ; I cannot 
accc])t of such a sacrifice : and, after all, you are much more 
worthy of such a treasure than I am, — I really only meant 
it for a present to Mori.* 

'' 'A present, your Royal Highness! ' cried he, horrified; 
' I would n*t give such a jewel to anything short of St. Cecilia, 
— the violin, you arc aware, was her instrument.' 

*' ' Now, then, for our fortunes! ' cried the Duke, as he 
(livw forth his ticket. 'I believe I'm the lucky one : this 
is number -jooo.' 

*' ' Two thousand and one I ' exclaimed Lord E , hold- 

inir up his, and, in an ecstasy of triumph, sat down to 
recover himself. 

'• * Here is the key, my Lord,* said one of the party, 
advanciuir towanls him. 

'• He sprang up, and thrust it into the lock; in his agita- 
tion h*» shook the box, and a sliirht, soft cadence, like a faint 
crv, WMS hfard. 

••*The snul of music hovers o'er it still,* he exclaiiniMl 
theatricallv, and, tlinirintr back the lid, <liscovered — Me! 
Yes, Ia<li*'s and y:entlemen, in a verv smart white rol.)e, with 
ViTV tastv embroiderv, and a lace cap which I am assured 
was pure Valenciennes, there 1 lay ! I am not aware whetlier 
mv infantine movements were peculiarlv seductive or not: 

ft * • 

but I have been told that I wont through my gamut at a key 
that even overtop[)ed the lauirhter around me. 
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"'A very bad jest — a vuvivaise plahanterie of the 

worst tiiste, I luuut say,' said Lord E turning away, and 

luaviug tlie room. 




"I never rigbtly knew bow tbe matter was afterwards 
made up. txit I'l^rtninly U wns )<y his lorili-hip's ilircctii'iis, 
MdiUbis cbarec ttiat I vrn* nurM-'l. n'nred, ami ediiciiU'd. 
■ Kt Eton aiid Osfipnl, ns wll na tbe cwt of my 
I, CMoe from him; luid it wu onl; a few days 

^ImwIbh hia ilMlfa« tint t tUtn Icuned tbe tennina- 

Ikm of my cood fortnae it Mg^JabMiigaliic^t mi? \vli;<t lie 
atylnd my 'fi ~ '"" 

ittU by tbifl c 
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^^ I have the honor to propose Con Cregan's health/' said 
the president; *'*' and may he see many happy years ere he 
next goes to sleep in a wooden box ! " 

This very gratifying toast was drunk with the most flatter- 
ing acclamations, and I descended from the tribune the 
'* man of the evening." 

If some of the company who put credence in my story 
did not hesitate to ascribe a strong interest in me to the 
Royal Duke himself, others, who put less faith in m^' narra- 
tive, thought less of my parentage, and more of myself ; so 
that what I lost on one hand, I gained on the other. 

There was a discretion, a certain sha<lowy prudery about 
certain portions of my story, of which I have not attempted 
to convey any notion here, but which I saw had '^ told " with 
the fiiir part of my audience, who, possibly not over rigid in 
many of their opinions, were well pleased with the delicate 
reserve in which I shrouded my direct allusion to my parent- 
age. A rough, red-wliiskered skipper, indeed, seemed dis- 
posed to pour a broadside into this mj'stery, by asking ^* If 
his Royal Highness never took any notice of me?" hut the 
retined taste of the company concurred in the diplomatic 
refusal to answer a question of which the ''hon. gentleman 
on the straw chair" had given *' no notice." 

Tlie pleasures of the table, — a very luscious ])owl of the 
liquid which l^ore the mvstorious epithet of *' Thumbo-rig," 
and which was a concoction of the genus punch, spiced, 
sugared, and iced to a degree that concealed its awful 
teiidt'ucv to aiili-Matliewism : l)ri<'ht eves that were no 
churls of their glanct's; merry converse; and that wondrous 
** magnetism of the board " which we call go<Kl feUowship, — 
niadf the time pass rapidly. Toasts and sentiments of every 
fashion went round, and we were political, literary, arlutrary, 
amatory, siMilimental, and satiric by turns. They were 
pleasant varlets ! and in tlieir very diversity of humors there 
was that clasli and collision of mind and metal that tell more 
effect ivdy than the best ]»ackeil party of choice wits who ever 
sat and watchetl each other. 

Then, there was a jolly jumbling up of ])ad English, bad 
Dutch, bad Kren<'li, Italian, Spanish, and Portuguese, that 
Would drive a s<^ber listener clean mad. Stories begun in 
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one tongue merged into another ; and so into a third ; while 
explanations, mistakes, and corrections ran alongside of the 
narrative, often far more amusing than the story to which 
they were attached. Personalities, too, abounded, but with 
a most unqualified good temper ; and, on the whole, I never 
beheld a merrier set. 

M. Palamede alone did not relish the scene. He himself 
was nobody at such a moment, and he longed for the ball- 
room and the dance; and it was only after repeated sum- 
monses of his bell that we at last arose and entered the 
saloon, where we found him standing, fiddle in hand, while, 
rapping smartly a couple of times with his bow, he called 
out, — 

'* Places! places! Monsieur le Due de Gubbins, to your 
place. Ladies, 1 beg attention. Madame la Marquise, dans 
la bonne societe on ne donne jamais un souttlet." 

^* Ah, here *s old Rosin again ! ** cried several of the party, 
who, with all this familiarity, appeared to view him with no 
small respect. 

'* Shall I find you a partner, Monsieur de Congreganne?" 
said he to me. 

''Thanks," said I; "but, with your permission, I *ll not 
dance just yet." 

'' As you please, it is but a contre-danse," said he shrug- 
ginjr his shoulders, while he moved away to arrange the 
figures. 

I had not perceived before that a kind of orchestra, con- 
sisting of two fiddles, a flute, and a tambourine, was 
stationed in a long gallery over the door by which we entered ; 
IVIonsieur Palamede being, however, director, not alone of 
the music, but of the entire entertainment. The band now 
struck up a well-known English country-dance, and away 
went the couples, flying down the room to the merry 
measure ; Monsieur de Rosanne arranging the figures, beat- 
ing the time, preserving order, and restraining irregularities, 
with the energy of one possessed. 

'* Ah, Monsieur le Capitaine de Cocks, e'en est trop. 
Mademoiselle de Spicer, pas si haut! de arms graceful! 
Ladies, no keep your hands under your — what ye call him 
— jupe — apron — ha ! ha ! Black man — negro — no talk 
so loud when you make punch ! " 
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girl upon hia nrm, when be tnmed round suddenly, and, 
Htaring at mo fixedly a few seconds, said. " We met once 
before, lo-day." 
" I am not aware of it," said I, doubtingly. 
*■ Yes, yes. I never forget a face, least of all when it re- 
iH-iiil)lfs yours. 1 saw you this moriiiug at the ' Picayune.' " 
"True, 1 was there." 

" What a precious set of rascals those fellows were I You 
supposed that they were going to join the expedition. Not a 
bit uf it. Some were gamblers ; the greater number thieves 
ami pickp<M'keU. I know them all ; and, indeed, I was go- 
ing U> warn you about them, for I saw j'nu were a straoger, 
but I lost sight uf yuu in the crowd. But there 's the music. 
Will yon have a jMirtner? " 

"With all my heart," said 1, glad to encourage our 
further acquaintance. 
'* You speak Spanish? " 
" Not a word." 

*'Well, no matter. If you did, you should hare mine 
here. But what say you to Mademoiselle H^loise, yon- 
der? — a bit fade^l or so; but I remember her secoud ' Bal- 
lariiia ' at the Havana, only two years back." 

I made the suitable acknowledgment; and the next 
moment saw me whirling away in a waltz, at least in such 
an approximation to that measure as my Quebec experience 
suggested, with a very highly rouged and black-eye browed 
*' danseuse." My French was better than my dancing ; and 
W) Martrmnisrllo llf\rfi&e was salisfiefl to accept my arm, 
while wc parnded the ixjom, discussing the company after 
lb* most approved fashion. 
The FreDcJi have a proverb, " Bi'te comme iiue danseuse ; " 
t say that my fair friend did not jirove an excep- 
r wbole idea of life was limilod t<> what takes place 
( k morning, or on Ihi- iiiiiht of representation, 
r lilatory fr<>m (he lime she had been 
u at tho lirand Opera of 
, or sitting peril- 
Thence she had 
iKiae winged mes- 
lin trousci-s witti 
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striiiifTiT. To know that by the chance iiitercoursf of a few 
iiiitmtvtf ytni have no itn[ire8Beil auuther, whu iK'Ver saw you 
iK'forc. that he 'm impelled at once to Iwfriend yon, your 
m-lf-esteem, so pleaeanlly gratified, immediately re-aota upon 
Ihe cause, and you arc at a luds whether muHt to applaud 
your own ^ood ^ifta. or tlie reaily wittcdnesa of hiui who 
iippreciatetl them si) instantaneously. 

1 was still hesitating, revolving, doubtless, the pleasant 
sense of lliitlery aforosaid, when Fulkoiier came flying past 
witii his pai'tner. --Order supt)er for four," cried he, as he 
whi/ited liy. 

■■ What does he say, mow eher CotnteV " said my partner. 

I translated his command, and found that the notion 
pleast-d her vastly. 

'I'he ditiing-rooiu by this time had been metamorphosed 
into a kind of c<kfFee-roora, with small aupper- tables, at 
which parties were already assembling; and here we now 
ttmk our places, to con over the bill of fare, and discuss 
BcalloiH-d oysters, cold lol)st^'r, devilled haddock, and other 
like delicacies. 

Falkoner w)on joinnl us, and we sat down, the merriest 
knot in the room. I must have been brilliant! I feel it so. 
this hour; a kind of warm glow rushes to my cheeks as I 
think over that eveDing, and how the guests from the dif- 
ferant parts of the room drew (rradually nearer and nearer 
to Iwli'ti til the converse at our table, and hear the smart 
thingw thai came jRtllenng down like h.iil! What prcKHing 
iiivilatlonp oami- pi'iirSng in ii|Htn me ! The great Mastodon 
hiinM-ir ouilil nut ttav« CAten a tithe of the breakfasts to 
wbich 1 was a«hml, nor would the grog-tub of a seventy-four 
cuataln aO tiw nii»-and-w»ter I was prolTeni! by skippers 
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" Butcber'a mare," eaid I, kazarding a gueas. 

" Ah, ^'ou 've been looking aft«r her already," said he, 
surprised- " Well, to tell you tlie truth, that was one of my 
objects ill coming licrc to-uight. I lieard that some of these 
skipper fellowH had got the winniug ticket: I paid twenty 
iliillars to the oHlce-clerk to see the number, and <letermiiied 
111 buy it up. Here it is. Can j'ou read these figures? for, 
h:iiig me if the punch, or the beat, or the dancing, has uot 
tiiiide me quite dizzy." 

" Let me see : Number 4S8," said 1, repeating it a couple 
of times over. 

" Yi's, that is it. If I could have chanced on it, I 'd have 
run down to-nioirow by the ' Christobal.' She lies about a 
mile out, and will weigh with the ebb, at eight o'clock. 
That mare — she kille<l Butcher by a down leap over a rock, 
but never scratched herself — is worth at least a thousand 

■■ I offered eight hundred for her on mere character," 
said I, sitting back, and sipping my liquid with a most 
[>r<i found quietude. 

Falkoner was evidently surprised with this announcement ; 
bill more so from the rakish indifference it betrayed about 
money, than as bespeaking me rich and affluent. 

And thus we chatted away till the black waiter made his 
8p[iearauce to open the windows and prepare for the work 
of the day. 

"Where are you stopping?" said Falkoner, as we arose 
from ihi' iiiblf. 

" At ('"ndur EliHiHe," said 1, boldly giving the name of a 
vi-rv thuli tioiul, " Hut it "s Um noisy ; 1 don't liki- it." 

•^Jta I, II '» confoundedly expensive, too. I wish 
1 Herrick's ; it is not quite so stylish, 
bk Uic cookery is better, und you'd 
I » bottle for Madeira, ami eight for 

uot Wt mo have mv 

Mli." 
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^'Another day, with all my heart; but I have a friend 
to-morrow, so come and meet him at six o'clock." 

I agreed ; and then we chatted on about London and town 
folks in a way that, even with all I had drunk, amazed me 
for the cool impudence in which I indulged. 

" You knew De Courcy, of course," said he, after a long 
run of mutual friends had been dis[>osed of. 

''Jack?" cried I, — ''Jack De Courcy, of the Cold- 
streams, — yes, I think I did. Jack and I were like brothers. 
The lust steeplechase I rode in Ireland was for poor Jack De 
Courcy : a little chestnut mare with a good deal of the Arab 
about her." 

'* I remember her well, — an active devil, but she could n't 
go for more than half a mile." 

" Well, I managed to screw a race out of her." 

" You must tell me all about that to-morrow; for I find 
my unfortunate head is like a bell with the vibration of the 
last stroke of the hammer on it. Don't forget, — to-morrow, 
sharp six. You *ll meet nobody but Broughton." 

" Dudley, — Sir Dudley Broughton? " 

"The same. You know him, then, already? Poor 
fellow ! he 's terribly cut up ; but he *11 be glad to see an old 
friend. Have you been much together?" 

" A great deal. I made a cruise with him in his yacht, 
the * Fireflv.' " 

" What a rare piece of fortune to have met you ! " cried 
Falkoner, as he shook my hand once more. And so, with 
the most fervent assurances of meeting on the morrow, we 
parted, — he, to saunter slowly towards his hotel ; and I, 
to stand in the middle of the street, and, as I wiped the 
perspiration from my brow, to ask myself, had I gone clean 
mad. 

I was so overwhelmed by the shock of my own impudence 
that I stooil where Falkoner left me, for full five minuteSf 
motionless and spt'll-lx)und. To have boasted of my inti- 
macy with Captain De Courcy, although the Atlantic rolled 
between ua, was bad enough, in all conscience ; but to have 
talked of Sir Dudley — the haughty, insolent, overbearing 
Sir Dudley Broughton — as " my old friend," was something 
that actually appalled me. How could my vain boastfuiness 
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liavc BO far got the bett«r of my natural keenness ; bow 
coLikl my silly self-sutHcicncy have carried me eo far? 
'■All," llioLight I, "it was not the real Con Cregan who 
Hjioko such uieffable fully; theae were the outpourings of 
that (lial>ulical ' Thunibo-rig.' " 

Whilf. therefore, I entered into a bond with myself to 
eschew that icsldiouB cora|)Ound in future, 1 also adopted 
the far more iinmineut and important reaolve, to run away 
fr»m New Orleans. Another sun must not set upon me in 
that city, come what might. With a shudder, I called to 
mind Sir Dudley's own avowal of his passion as a hater, and 
I could not venture to confront such danger. 

I a<.-cortlingly hastened to my miserable lodging, and, 
paekin<; up my few clothes, now reduced to the compass of 
a bundle in a handkerchief, I paid my bill, and, on a minute 
calculation of various pieces of stran<;e coinage, found my- 
self the |K>ssessor uf four dollars and a quarter, — a small 
sum, and soniethiug less than a cent for every ten miles I 
was removed from my native land. What meant the term 
"country," after all, to such as me? He has a country who 
]H>MS('sses property in it, whose interests tic him to the soil, 
wjiere his name is known and his presence re( agnized ; but 
whiit country belongs to him where no resting-place is found 
for his wciiry feet, whose home is an inn, whose friends 
are tlie fellow-travellers with whom he has journeyed ? The 
ties of country, like those of kindr&l, are superstitions, — 
high and holy ones sometimes, but still superstitions. Be- 
IJfW in tVtn if \iwi can, and so much the better for you ; 
but in some hour lli<- conviction will come that man ia of 
«WJ land. 

Tbna pondering, I trudged along at a smart pace, my 

bundlv on a stick mvoi- my shoulder, never noticing the road, 

I tiio way because it seemed to lead out of 

1 gorgeous morning; the sun glittered on 

t n>nf«, anil lit up the gay terraces of the houses, 

-vory tint and foliage were tastefully 

I and feetoono these people knew so well to 

Servsiila ^gg ! windows, displaying haud- 

with every luxury, as I 

■hing, and sweeping, and 
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poliBhinfr ; Ami Hhiiiiii^ iii^r^orH won* U*atinf; carfifUi an«l ^^i^k- 
iii«; hourtliru^H, wliil«* titluTH wen* nikiii^ the ^rav«-i Uf'*rr 
the (it Mm, or wiiterin;^ the rieh iim^iit»liaH aii«l cac-tu^^ t.^ji: 
8t<KNl iHMitinel tKMietith the wiiuh>W!4. l*arriA;;ei«« t«Mi. mrrv 
wunhin*;, and hi^h-hnMl ht»i>u*H rttAii«lin«: iHit ti> \h* irnMin •«!. 
— all HJpirt tif wt*alth aiitl of tht* liixiiri«*rt nf tho rwU rn« t. 
whtMe rlos«*-«lrawii t'lirtaiiiH iNirtriMh**! Mivp. •• Ay," th*Hij : 
I, ** then* an' huii«ln*<lK lii*n\ wh<»tH* weiirhtieMt «-viI n-xil 
lie that tliev awoke an hntir earlier than th«*ir wont ; ::i,m\ 
tiieir favorite Arah hail ntiMNl on a («haq» hU inr ; that «*«rii«- 
nide hraneh had H<*ratehiil tlir rirh vaniir*h «mi tht^ir r(uiri--* 
while I wand«T alon^, alone and fri«*ndl«tti«, my worltily «u^ 
Htantv a few dollarH.'* Tlii:* diH|iarity (»f Oimdition nf istii-.^ 
occurs to tlir mind of rvrrv iMMir ui:in; hut it «iiilv i-» a <-3:.^. - 
to him who haji had a clliti|»^*'. N' it v\'vr •mi l1**ftin'j. i*f a .'>- 
of hixurv an<l «'aHf. For thin rramm. tht* iMTVaiit-«da«« «!.. 
alwavK \h* a ^ri'at HtMinv of danpT to our pn-m-nt i*«M*ial i>-ri- 
ditioii ; He«-iiiLr the wi-aknrHs, the f(»lly. and M)m«*tim«-<« Uvr 
woi>f than f«»lly nf tllo^*• thi'V m'rve, viewing, fn»in a ?if a- 
|M>itit, tht' intffior livr?* i>f tlM»m* who, w.*«mi fn»ni af:ir. a-»- 
ns'koni'il ^rrat and iUu*«triouM, — they 1«>im» tin- prfTi.-. .' 
reMptM-t for the iliHtiiiLMiinhini; i|naliti«^ i»f Htntitin. nn i - ■. 
vi«*ld it to th«* outivanl hxiiiUiIh, — tin* wraltli and n .. • 
What SN'ialistM an* oiir iMitlrrrt; wliat Dt-npN-ratM ittir ' - * 
men; what Ki-d Hi-piiMifaim are our <n Nik** : wh:il a I^%. .- 
is thr L^otlrntr ! l'*«»r :ill voiir •• villm plii-h." V'. * 
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My head became clearer and my brain more unclouded as 
I walked along in the free air of the morning, and I felt that 
with a cigar I should both compose my vagrant fancies, and 
cheat myself out of the necessity of a breakfast. Excellent 
wood ! that can make dulness imaginative, and imagination 
plodding ; that renders stupid men companionable to clever 
Olios, and gives a meek air of thought to the very flattest 
insipidity ! 

I searched my pocket for the little case that contained my 
Manillas, but in vain; I tried another, — like result. How 
was it? I always carried it in my great-coat: had I been 
robbed ? I could not help laughing at the thought, it sounded 
so ineffably comic. I essayed again, alas ! with no better 
success. Could 1 have placed it in the breast-pocket? What ! 
there is no breast-pocket! How is this, Con? HasThumbo- 
rig its influence over you yet? I passed my hand across my 
brow, and tried to remember if the breast-pocket had only 
been a tradition of another coat, or what had become of it. 
Pockets do not close from being empty, like county banks, 
nor do they dry up, like wells, from disuse. 

^* No, no ; there certainly was once one here." As I said 
this, what was my amazement to find that the pocket for 
which I had been searching had changed sides, and gone 
from left to right! *'Oh, this is too bad!" thought I; 
'' witli a little more punoh, I could have fancied that I had 
put my coat on wrong-sided. Here is a mystery ! " said I, 
'' and now, to solve it patiently;" and so 1 sat me down by 
the wayside, and, laying my bundle on the ground, began to 
reflect. 

Retlection, I soon found, was of no use. Habit — the 
instinct of custom — showed me that my pocket had always 
U'cn to the left; my right hand sought the spot with an 
almost mechanical impulse, whereas my left wandered about 
like a man in search of his newly-taken hnlging. As I came 
to this puzzling fact, my fingers, deeply immersed in the 
{H)cket, came in contact with a small leather case. I drew 
it forth ; it was not mine, — I had never seen it before ! I 
oi)ened it; there was nothing within but a small piece of 
card, with the words, ** Full Share Ticket," on top, and, 
underneath, the figures, "438." 
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From the card, my eyes reverted to the coat itself ; and 
now I saw, with a surprise I cannot convey, that it was not 
my own coat, but another man's, I was wearing. The negro 
at the ordinary had assisted me to put it on. It was the 
only one, indeed, remaining, as I came away, and some 
other had carried off mine. So far, it was a fair exchange, 
of which I was not in any way accountable, seeing that I 
performed a mere passive part; taking — and even that 
unwillingly — what was left me. Certain threadbare symp- 
toms about the cuffs, and a missing button or two, also 
showed me that I was no gainer by the barter. Was it 
worth while to go back ? Were the chances of recovering my 
own equal to the risk of being myself discovered? 1 
thought not. It was decidedly a shabby investment, and, 
now that I examined it more closely, a very miserable 
substitute for my own. I was vexed at the occurrence, and 
could not help reflecting, in very severe terms, upon the 
breach of honor such an act displayed. ^^ Lie down with 
dogs. Master Con," says the adage, '^and see if yon don't 
get up with fleas!" ^^Such company as you passed the 
evening with were assuredly not above a piece of roguery 
like this." Falkoner it could not be; and I own that I was 
glad to know that, since he was much taller than me ; nor 
could I remember one who was near enough my own size to 
make me sup[X)se him the culprit ; and so I ended by attri- 
buting the knavery to the nefirro, who probably had kept 
this ancient vestment for a moment of substitution. 

It may be inferred, from the difliculty of solution in the 
case of this very simple occurrence, that my faculties were 
not pre-eminently clear and lucid, and that the vapor of the 
Thumbo-rig still hung heavily over me ; such, I am bound 
to own, was the fact. Every event of the previous night 
was as shadowy and imperfect as might be. It was only 
during the last half- hour of my conversation with Falkoner 
that I was completely conscious of all said and done around 
me. Previous to this, my mind had established a kind of 
Provisional Government over my rebellious ideas, and, like 
most such bodies, its edicts had little force, for they were 
based on but a weak prestige. 

Now then came a question of this strange-looking piece 
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of card, with the numbers on which, by some wonderful pro- 
cess, I seemed to myself perfectly familiar, — nay, I felt that 
they were, from some hidden cause, recorded facts in my 
memory. All I could remember of the night before threw 
little light upon the matter, and I wondered on, striving to 
pierce the dull mist of uncertainty that enveloped all my 
thoughts ; by this time, I had reached the bank of the river, 
and could perceive, about half a mile off, down the stream, 
a tall-masted smack getting ready for sea, — her blue-peter 
fluttered at the mast-head, and the pleasant '* ye-ho ! " of the 
sailors kept time with the capstan- bars as they heaved at the 
anchor. The wind was a nor'-wester, and beat with impa- 
tient gusts the loose canvas that hung ready to be shaken 
out, while the stream rushed rapidly along her sides. 

" Would I were to sail in you, wherever your voyage 
tended ! " was ray exclamation ; and I sat down to watch 
the preparations, which the loud commands of the skipper 
seemed to hasten and press forward. So occupied was I 
with the stir and bustle on board the craft, where everything 
was done with a lightning speed, that I did not remark a 
boat's crew who sat leaning on their oars beside the wall of 
the stream ; and it was only when an accidental sound of 
their voices struck me that I saw them. 

''That's a signal to come away, Ben! " said one of the 
men. '* He '11 not wait no longer ! " 

" And why should he lose a tide for any land-lugger of 
them all ? It 's not every day, besides, we get a nor'-wester 
like this ! " 

"Well, what d'ye mean to do?" asked the former 
speaker. 

" Give him ten minutes more, Ben," cried another. " Let's 
have a chance of a dollar apiece, anyhow ! " 

''There goes a shot!" said the man called Ben, as he 
pointed to the smack, from whose bow-port the smoke was 
lazily issuing. "I'll not stay here any longer; shove her 
away, lads I " 
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ITHOUT further delay, the men pre- 
pared to obey the sammons. The 
tx>af s chain was cast off, and, ae alie swung out from the 
wall, I could Bee a small standard at her stem, carryiDg 
a little white flag, which, as the breeze wafted towards me, 
showed the enigmatical numbers 438. 

I sprang to my lega and uttered a cry of surprise. 

"Well, what is it, master?" said Ben, looking up, and 
probably expecting to see me take a header into the maddy 
stream. 

" That 's the number ! " cried I, not knowing what I said. 
" That 's the very number ! " 

"Very true, master, so it is, but you ha' n't got the 
counterpart, I guess ! " 

" Yes, but I have, though ! " said I, producing the ticket 
from the pocket-book. 

"Why, darn me if that a'n't himself!" cried the men; 
and they sung out three hearty cheers at the discovery. 

" Were you there long, old fellow?" eald Ben. 

" Altoiit half an hour," said J. 
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"Tarnation! and why did ye keep us a-waitin'? didn't 
you see the tide was on the ebb, and that Christy was 
making signals every five minutes or so?" 

" I was waiting — waiting — " 

'' Waiting for what? I 'd like to know." 

" Waiting for my baggage," said I, taking a long 
breath. 

'* An' it ain't come yet? " 

" No ; I 'm afraid they missed the road." 

*'Be that as it may, master, I'll not stay longer. Come 
along without your kit, or stay behind with it, whichever 
you please." 

" Hang the traps ! " said I, affecting a bold carelessness ; 
*'I've a few things there I left out loose, that will do. 
When shall we be there?" This was a leading question, 
for I did not yet know whither we were bound. 

"At Galveston? Well, to-morrow evening or by night- 
fall, I guess, if the wind hold. Sit down there and make 
yourself snug ; there 's always a little splash of a sea in this 
river. And now, lads, pull away, — all together ! " 

A second shot from the smack announced that her anchor 
was tripped, and we- saw her now lurch over as her foresail 
filled. 

The men pulled vigorously, and in about twenty minutes I 
stood upon the deck of the " Christobal," making sundry 
excuses to her skipper for being late, and assuring him, on 
the faith of a gentleman, that I had utterly forgotten all 
about my voyage till the last moment. 

" They only sent me the number from the ofl3ce late last 
night," said he, " and told me to look out for the gemman 
about the docks. But I war n't goin* to do that, I said. 
He 's got a passage and grub to Galveston, — as good as ere 
a gemman can de-sire ; he 's won a nag they says is worth 
seven or eight hundred dollars, with furniture and arms for 
the new expedition; and I take it them things is worth 
a-looking arter, — so darn me blue if I gives myself no 
trouble about 'em." 

These scattered hints were all I wanted. The sea-breeze 
had restored me to my wonted clearness, and I now saw that 
"438" meant that I had won a free passage to Texas, a 
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horse and a rifle when I got there ; so far, the ''exchange of 
coats" was '' with a difference." It was with an unspeak* 
able satisfaction that I learned I was the only passenger on 
board the '* Christobal." The other " gentlemen " of the ex- 
pedition had either already set out or abandoned the project, 
so that I had not to undei^o any unpleasant scrutiny into 
my past life, or any impertinent inquiry regarding my future. 

Old Kit Turrel, the skipper, did not play the grand inqoi* 
sitor on me. Uis life had been for the most part passed in 
making the voyage to and from New Orleans and GSalveston, 
where he had doubtless seen sufficient of character to have 
satisfied a glutton in eccentricity. There was not a runaway 
rogue or abandoned vagabond that had left the coast for 
years back, with whose history he was not familiar. You had 
but to give him a name, and out came the catalogue of his 
misdeeds on the instant. 

These revelations had a prodigious interest for me. They 
opened the book of human adventure at the very chapter I 
wanted. It was putting a keen edge upon the razor to give 
me the "last fashions in knavery," — not to speak of the 
greater advantage of learning the success attendant on each, 
since ''Kit" could tell precisely how it fared with every 
one who had passed through his hands. 

He enlightened me also as to these Texan expeditions, 
which, to use his own phrase, had never been anything better 
than " almighty swindles," planted to catch young flats from 
the north country, the Southerns being all too " crank " to be 
done. 

" And is there no expedition in reality? " said I, with all 
the horror of a man who had been seduced from home, and 
family, and friends, under false pretences. 

" There do be a dash now and then into the Camanche 
trail when buffaloes are plenty, or to bring down a stray 
buck or so. Mayhap, too, they cut off an Injian fellow or 
two, if he lingers too late in the fall ; and then they come 
back with wonderful stories of storming villages, and de- 
stroying wiir-parties, and the rest of it; but we knows 
better. Most of *em *ere chaps are more used to picklocks 
than rifles, and can handle a ' jemmy ' better than a ' bowie- 
knife.' " 
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'* And ia the present case, what kind of fellows are 
they?" 

Ilk' rolled a tobacco quid from side lo side of his mouth, 
aiul seemed to hi'silate whether he would si^eak out. 

-' There in no danger with ine, Captain ; I am an Englinh- 
miin. a ]>erfect Btranjier here, and have never seen or heard 
of a man amongst them." 

•• [ nee ihiit" said be; " and your friends must be rank 
^reen 'uus to let you go and join this trail, — that's a fact." 

"But what are they'-" 

"Well, tbcy call 'emselvea horse-dealers; but above 
Austin there, and along by Bexar, they call 'em horse- 
stealers ! " and he laughed heartily at the excessive drollery 
of the remark. 

" And where do they trade with their cattle? " 

" They sells 'em here, or up in the States away north 
sometimes ; but ttiey picks up the critters along the Chebubua 
Line, or down by Aguaverde, or San Pueblo. I 've knowu 'em 
to go to Mexico too. Wlien they don't get scalped, they've 
rather good fun of it ; but they squable a bit now and then 
among 'emselvea ; and so there 's a Texan proverb that 
•■ bufTalo-meat in spring is as rare as a mustang merchant with 
two eyes ! ' " 

" What does that mean? " 

" They gouge a bit down there, they do, — that 's a fact. 
I 've known two or three join the Redmen, and say Injians 
was better living with, than them 'ere." 

" 1 own your picture is not flattering." 

" Yes, but it be, though ! You don't know them chapa ; 
but I know 'em, — ay, for nigh forty year. I 'm a-livin' on 
thk 'ere passage, and I've seen 'em all. I knew Bowlin 
Sant, 1 A\&\ " FrOni tli<' manner this was said, I saw that 
lirity, to be ignorant of whom was to 
tii'v savage. 
oaly a child at the time; but I saw 
I lie negro fellow that be followed up 
Th'iy were two of the biggest fellows 
<lix>d six feet six-an'-a-quarter ; the 
, — but he bad a stoop in his shoul- 
^tiini for two years; and many's the 
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dodge they had between 'em. But Sam took him at last, and 
he brought hun all the way from Guajaqualle here, bound 
with his hands behind him, and a log of iron-wood in his 
mouth ; for he could tear like a juguar. 

''They were both on 'em ugly men, — Sam very ugly! 
Sam could untwist the strongest links of an iron boat-chain, 
and t' other fellow could bite a man-rope clean in two with 
his teeth. ' The Black ' eat nothing from the time they took 
him; and when they put him into the shore-boat, in the 
river, he was so weak they had to lift him like a child. 
Well, out they rowed into the middle of the stream, where 
the water is roughest among the ' snags,' and many a whirl- 
pool dashing around 'atween the bows of the *• sawyers.' 
That's the spot you're sure to see one of these young 
sharks, — for the big chaps knows better than to look for 
their wittals in dangerous places, — while the water is black, 
at times, with alligators. Well, as I was sayin', out they 
rowed ; and just as they comes to this part of the stream, 
the black fellow gives a spring, and drives both his heavy 
ironed feet bang through the liooring-plank of the boat. It 
was past bailin' ; they were half swamped before they could 
ship their oars ; the minute after, they were all struggling in 
the river together. There were three besides the nigger; 
but he was the only one ever touched land again. He was 
an Antigua chap, that same nigger ; and they knows sharks 
and caymans as we does dog-fish : but, for all that, he was 
all bloodV) and had lost part of one foot, when he got 
ashore." 

" Why had he been captured? What had he done? " 
" What had n't he done ! That same black murdered more 
men as any six in these parts ; he it was burned down Che- 
coat's mill up at Brandy Cove, with all the people fastened 
up within. Then he run away to the ' washinjjs' at Guaja- 
qualle, where he killed Colonel Rixon, as was over the 
' Placer.' lie cut him in two with a bowie-knife, and never 
a one guessed how it hapi>ened, as the juguars had carried 
off two or three people from the ' wasliins ' ; but the nigger 
got drunk one night, and began a-cuttin* down the young 
honilock-trees, and sayin', ' That 's the way I mowed down 
Buckra' Georgy,' — his name was George Rixon. Then he 
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bolted, and was never seen more. Ah, he was a down- 
hard *un, that fellow Crick ! " 

'' Crick, — Menelaus Crick ! " said I, almost springing up 
with amazement as I spoke. 

" Just so. You 've heard enough of him 'fore now, I 



guess." 



The skipper went on to talk about the negro's early ex- 
ploits, and the fearful life of crime which he had always 
pursued; but I heard little of what he said. The remem- 
brance of the man himself, bowed down with years and 
sufifering, was before me ; and I thought how terribly mur- 
der is expiated, even in those cases where the guilty man is 
believed to have escaped. So is it ; the dock, the dungeon, 
and the gallows can be mercies in comparison with the self- 
torment of eternal fear, the terror of companionship, or the 
awful hell of solitude ! The scene at Anticosti and the ter- 
rific night in the Lower Town of Quebec rose both together 
to my mind, and so absorbed my thoughts that the old skip- 
per, seeing my inattention, and believing that I was weary 
and inclined for sleep, left me for the deck ; and I lay still, 
pondering over these sad themes. 

At last I roused myself and went on deck. The city had 
long since disappeared from view, and even the low land 
at the mouth of the river had faded in the distance ; while, 
instead or the yellow, polluted flood of the Mississippi, the 
blue waves, shining and sparkling, danced merrily past, or 
broke in foam-sheets at the bow. The white sails were bent 
like boards, firm and immovable before the breeze, and the 
swift vessel darted her way onward as proudly as though her 
freight were something prouder and better than a poor ad- 
venturer, without one in the wide world who cared whether 
he won or lost the game with Fortune. 

My spirits rose every mile we left New Orleans behind us ; 
I felt, besides, that to bring my skill to such a market was 
but to carry " coals to Newcastle; " nor, from the skipper's 
account, did Texas offer a much more favorable field. How- 
ever, it smacked of adventure ; the very name had a charm 
for me ; and I thought I should far rather confront actual 
danger than live a life of petty schemes and small expedi- 
ents. But what a strange crucible is the human heart ! here 
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was I, placed in a situation to which an incident had elevated 
me, — of a kind which a more scrupulous sense of honor 
would have made some shudder at, — fancying, ay, and 
persuading myself too, that, in the main, I possessed very 
admirable sentiments and most laudable ambitions ; that the 
occasional little straits to which I was reduced were only so 
many practical jokes played on me by " Fate," which took, 
doubtless, a high delight in the ingenuity by which I always 
fell on my feet, — while 1 felt certain that, were I only fairly 
treated, a more upright, honorable, straightforward young 
gentleman never lived than I should prove! 

'* Let Dame Fortune only deal me trumps," said I, ** and 
I '11 promise never ' to look into my neighbor's hand.' ** 
Gentle reader, you smile at my humility; well, then, it 'a 
clear you are neither a scretary of state nor a railway direc- 
tor, — that 's all. 

We dropped anchor off Galveston just as the sun was set- 
ting ; and the evening being calm, and the reflection of the 
houses and steeples in the water sharp and defined, the scene 
was sufficiently striking. The city itself was more impor- 
tant as to size and wealth than I had anticipated, and the 
office of the '' Texan Expedition," held at the '^ Moon," a 
great coffee-house on the Quay, impressed me most favorably 
with the respectability and pretensions of my " Co-expedi- 
tionaries." Old Kit presented me to the secretary — a very 
knavish-looking fellow in spectacles of black gauze — as the 
winner of the great prize, which, to my excessive mortifica- 
tion, I learned was at Houston, about eighty miles farther up 
the Bay. 

I apologized for my careless dress by stating that my 
baggage had been unfortunately left behind at New Orleans, 
and that in my haste I had been obliged to come on board 
with actually nothing but the few dollars I had in my pocket. 

'* That's a misfortune easily repaired, sir,'* said the gauze- 
eyed secretary; '\you can have your * credit* cashed here 
just as liberally as at any town in the country." 

'' I have no doubt of that," responded I, somewhat tartly, 
for T did not fancy this allusion to banks and bankers; 
** but all my papers are in my portmanteau." 

'* Provoking, certainly," said he, taking a long pinch of 
snuff , — " ain't it. Kit?" 
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But Kit only scratched his uose, and looked puzzled. 

" Are your bankers Vicars and Bull, sir? " 

" No," said I, ^* my credits are all on a Northern house; 
but I fancy my name is tolerably well known. You 've heard 
of the Cregans, I suppose." 

'* Cregan — Cregan," repeated he a couple of times ; then, 
opening a huge ledger at the letter C, ran his eye down a 
long column. '* Crabtree — Crossley — Croxam — Crebell — 
Creffet^ — Cregmore. It is not Cregmore, su*?*' 

'' No, Cregan is the name." 

"Ah, well, there *s no Cregan. There was a Cregmore 
was ' lynched ' here, I see by the mai*k in the book, and we 
have a small trunk waiting to be claimed, belonging to 
him." 

*' That ain*t the fellow as purtended to be winner of the 
wagon team that was lotteried here a twelvemonth since, is 
it? "said Kit. 

"Yes, but it is, though. He made put he had the ticket 
all right and straight, when up comes one Colonel Jabus 
Harper, and showed the real thing ; and the chaps took it up 
hotly, and they lynched Cregmore that evening." 

" Yes, su*, that's a fact," quoth Kit. 

" What was the penalty?" asked I, with a most imposing 
indifiference. 

"They hanged him up at Hall's Court yonder. I ain't 
sure if he be n't hanging there still." 

" And this packet," said I, for the theme was excessively 
distasteful, " when does she sail? " 

" She starts to-night at twelve, — first cabin, two dollars; 
steerage, one-twenty." 

" Thank you," said I, touching my hat with the conde- 
scending air one occasionally employs to humiliate an infe- 
rior, by its mingled pride and courtesy ; and I turned into 
the street. 

"You ain't a-going to Hall's Court, are you?" said Kit, 
overtaking me. 

" Of course not," responded I, indignantly. " Such sights 
are anything but pleasurable." 

" He ain't all right, that 'un," said Gauze-eyes, as old 
Kit re-entered the office, and I stepped back to listen. 
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favorable to thought. One is often enabled to examine a 
question in this wise, as they look at the sun through a 
smoked glass, and observe the glittering object without 
being blinded by its brilliancy. I suppose the time I passed 
in this manner was as near an approach to low spirits as I 
am capable of feeling ; for of regular downright depression, 
I know as little as did Nelson of fear. 

I bethought me seriously of the "scrape" in which I 
found myself, and reflected with considerable misgivings 
upon the summary principles of justice in vogue around me ; 
and yet the knavery was not of my own seeking. Like 
Falstaff's honor, it was " thrust upon me." I was innocent 
of all plot or device. " Le diable qui se mele en tout" — 
never was there a truer saying — would have it that I should 
exchange coats with another, and that this confounded 
ticket should be the compensation for worn seams and 
absent buttons. 

I have no doubt, thought I, but that " Honesty is the best 
policy," pretty much upon the same principle that even a 
dead calm is better than a hurricane. But to him who 
desires " progress," on whose heart the word *' onward " is 
written, the calm is lethargy, while the storm may prove 
propitious. I then tried to persuade myself that even this 
adventure cduld not turn out ill, — not that I could by any 
ingenuity devise how it should prove otherwise ; but I knew 
that Fortune is as skilful as she is kind, and so I left the 
whole charge to her. 

Is it my fault, I exclaimed, that I am not rich, and well- 
born, and great? Show me any one who would have enjoyed 
such privileges more. Is it my fault that, being poor, ig- 
noble, and lowly in condition, I have tastes and aspirations 
at war with my situation ? These ought rather to be stimu- 
lants to exertion than caprices of Fortune. I like the theory 
better, too; and is it not hard to be condemned for the 
devices I am reduced to employ to combat such natural evils? 
If the prisoner severs his fetters with an old nail, it is because 
he does not possess the luxury of a file or a '* cold chisel." 
As for me, the employment of small and insignificant means 
is highly distasteful ; instead of following the lone mountain- 
path on foot, I 'd drive " life's high road " four-in-hand, if I 
could. 
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The furious rush of the escape-steam, the quick comiDg 
and going of feet, the heavy banging of luggage on the deck, 
and all the other unmistakable signs of approaching depar- 
ture, aroused me, as I lay patiently contemplating the bustle 
of leave-taking, hand-shaking, and embracing, in which I 
had no share. A lantern at the gangway lit up each face 
that passed, and 1 strained my eyes to mark one, the only 
one in whom I was interested. As I knew not whether the 
ingenious Chico were young, old, short, slim, fat, or six-foot, 
— whether brown or fair, smooth-faced or bearded, — my 
observations were necessarily universal, and I was com- 
pelled to let none escape me. 

At first, each passenger appeared to be ^^ him ; " and then, 
after a few minutes, I gave up the hope of detection. There 
were fellows whose exterior might mean anything, — large, 
loose-coated figures, with leather overalls and riding-whips, 
many of them with pistols at their girdles, and one or two 
wearing swords, parading the deck on every side. It needed 
not the accompaniment of horse-gear, saddles, holsters, hal- 
ters, and cavessous to show that they belonged to a frater- 
nity which, in every land of the Old World or the New, has 
a prescriptive claim to knavery. Although all of them were 
natives of the United States, neither in their dark-brown 
complexions, deep mustaches and whiskers, and strange 
gestures, was there any trace of that land which we persist 
in deeming so purely Anglo-Saxon. The prairie and the 
hunting-ground, the life of bivouac and the habit of danger, 
had imparted its character to their looks; and there was, 
besides, that air of swagger and braggadocio so essentially 
the type of your trafficker in horse-flesh. 

If my attention had not been turned to another subject, I 
would willingly have studied a little the sayings and doings 
of this peculiar class, seeing that it might yet be my lot to 
form one of " the brotherhood ; " but my thoughts were too 
deeply interested in discovering " Chico," whose presence in 
the same ship with nie actually weighed on my mind like the 
terror of a phantom. 

" Can this be him?" was the question which arose to my 
heart as figure after figure passed me near where I lay ; but 
the careless, indolent look of the passenger as regularly negft- 
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tived the suspicion. We were now under way, steaming 
along in still water with all the tremendous power of our 
high-pressure engines, which shook the vessel as though they 
would rend its strong framework asunder. The night was 
beautifully calm and mild, and, although without a moon, the 
sky sparkled with a thousand stars, many of which were 
of size and brilliancy to throw long columns of light across 
the bay. 

The throb of the great sea monster as she cleared her way 
through the water, was the only sound heard in the stillness ; 
for although few had " gone below,'* the groups seated about 
the deck either smoked in silence, or talked in low, indistinct 
tones. 

I lay gazing at the heavens, and wondering within myself 
which of those glittering orbs above me was gi-acious enough 
to preside over the life and adventures of Con Cregan. 
*' Some dim, indistinct little spangle it must be," thought I, 
— " some forgotten planet of small reputation, I *ve no doubt 
it is. I should n't wonder if it were that little sly-looking 
fellow that winks at me from the edge of yonder cloud, and 
seems to say, ' Lie still. Con, — keep close, my lad ; there 's 
danger near."* As I half-muttered this to myself, a dark 
object intervened between me and the sky, a large black disk, 
shutting out completely the brilliant fretwork on which I had 
been gazing. As I looked again, I saw it was the huge 
broad-brimmed hat of a Padre, — one of those felted coal- 
flcattles which make the most venerable faces grotesque and 
ridiculous. 

Ljring down in the bottom of the boat, I was able to take a 
deliberate survey of the priest's features, while he could 
barely detect the dark outline of my figure. He was thick 
and swarthy, with jet-black eyes and a long-pointed chin. 
There was something Spanish in the face, and yet more of 
the Indian; at least, the projecting cheek-bones and the 
gaunt, hollow cheeks favored that suspicion. 

From the length of time he stood peering at me, I could 
perceive that it was not a passing impulse, but that his cu- 
riosity was considerable. This impression was scarcely 
conceived ere proved, as, taking a small lantern from the 
binnacle, he approached the boat, and held it over me* 
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people, — a good 8on of the Church. What k joor nmtire 
country ? " 

» 

^* Ireland, Father/* mhI I, with a nigh. 

** A bleHHeil land indeeil ! " Hani he, benifnilT ; ** i^Apr^ * 
its |)ea<vful inlmhitant«, — rtiniple-tniuded and imluAlrii «u* ' " 

I a8t»ente<l, likt* a <;<xm| patriot. Imt not without miimntn^ 
that he nii^ht have Uvii juHt a«i happy in an«>tber •rW^'ti*^ 
of our ifcMNi ^iftM. 

•* I have known many of your o^mntrvmen," ivnumr-l t>t. 
^^ ami they all iinpri*HiK*<l nie with the aame entcvm. AU 
aliki* frugal, t4*m|H'rate, and trantpiilly <liH|HiiiMl.** 

**«lufit (k>, rtir; and the cruelty in, uoImhIt k>^«* thra 
crwlit for it!" 

** Ah, my won, there you are in ern»r. The Okl W.tr^i 
may Ik', and indeinl I have heanl tlmt it in, unp'nermui; l«*. 
itH prejudices cannot crosH the oc«*an. Here wt* rfttima!' 
men, not by our prejudi(vH, hut l»y thfir merilw. Ilrrr «r 
rtHNnrnize the Irishman an Nature hart maile hitn, — div-i'.^. 
c«»nfuliii«;. and Hui<^le-)H*arte<l ; slow t^i anger, aixl evrr rra*lT 
to (*ontn>l hirt paHhioUM*. " 

''ThatV exactly htn |Mirtrait, Father!** aaid I, enthu^iA^ 
tically. *' Without a douMe of any kind, — a creature thst 
d(N'(( not know a wile or a Htnita^em! ** 

The prieMt HtM'nu*il ho (*aptiv:it«Nl hy my |mtrii>tiftni aii«t rcT 
genen>UM warmth that he H»t d<»wn lienide me. ainl wi- i^- • 
tiinit'd to m:ikf lirhind •»till ••iir tli»'inr. rtn-h vyiii^j wif. * 
otlitT hIio (*<mi1>1 "^riy in<»Ht in piiii-i* <>f that i'<»i]iitrv. 

It wa** at till' rl**"**' of :i ••«»iiit uhat l"Ui: •li'««|i«i-iti":i ijj- • 
the roiiiparative merits of Irrlaittl and tin* <iar»l. n ..' F. i. ■ 
— Ill whirli, I am ImhiihI to sa\. th«' Nalain'i- if.« !i'.«-i !• • • 
forTiit-r. tliat tli»' Pailrr. n^ \f -trruk l»y a ••ii-M* ii Sl."»;.- '. 
reinarkfil, — 

** V'-ii art' the verv tlf^t "f v mi nation I r\»r iiif! r % 
fr:imf tif minil •Ii«.|iii-.i«l tt» MM-lanrlinU * I hnvt y,i%\ !*^r 
riinnin'j oViT. t«» niv-i If. al. tin* lii-lrm-n I i\ir kri«w, a:; i I 
caniH'T rt-eall ont !li:it ha-l a parln'lf of :jl*»:ii or *-,r-"« 
alMtiit !.nn/' 

*'N'r liail I. F.itli«r." -iii I. wr!i i rnoti.»n ; *' n*»r di-i 1 
kn"W what '••>rrow wa-*. till ihrti' dav- Waek ! 1 wm« liictit- 
li«arted and happy; the worM wmt wi-il with me, ami I 
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content with the world. I will not trouble you with my 
story ; enough when I say that I came abroad to indulge a 
taste for adventure and enterprise* and that the New World 
has not disappointed my expectations. If I spent money a 
little too freely, an odd grumble or so from * the governor ' 
was the darkest cloud that shaded my horizon. An only 
sou, perhaps I pushed that prerogative somewhat too far; 
but our estate is unencumbered, and my father's habits are 
the reverse of extravagant, — for a man of his class, I 
might call them downright rustic in simplicity. Alas ! why 
do I think of these things? I have done with them for- 
ever." 

^*Nay, nay, you must not give way thus. It is very 
unlikely that one young as you are can have any real guilt 
upon his conscience.** 

*' Not yet. Father," said I, with a shudder, — " not yet; 
but who can tell how it may be with me to-morrow or next 
day? What a different answer should I have to give your 
question then ! " 

^* This is some fancy, — some trick of a warm and ill-regu- 
lated imagination, my son." 

^*It is the language my heart pours from my lips," said I, 
grasping his hand as if with irrepressible emotion. ^^ I 
have a heavy crime here — here ! " and I struck my breast 
violently; ^^ and if it be as yet unaccomplished, the shadow 
of the guilt is on me already." 

*^ Sit still, my son, sit still, and listen to me," said he, 
restraining me, as I was about to rise. '^ To whom can you 
reveal these mysterious terrors more fittingly than to me? 
Be candid; tell me what weighs upon your heart. It 
may be that a mere word of mine can give you courage 
and calm." 

*' That cannot be," said I, firmly ; '* you speak in kindness, 
but you know not what you promise. I am under a vow. 
Father, — I am under a vow." 

'* Well, my son, there are many vows meritorious. There 
are vows of penitence, and of chastity, and of abstinence — " 

'^ Mine is none of these," said I, with a low, guttural utter- 
ance, as if I was biting each word I spoke. 

** Vows of chastisement — " 



284 CONFESSIONS OF CON CREGAN. 

*'Not that, not that either!" cried I; then, dropping 
my voice to a low whisper, I said, '' I have sworn a solemn 
oath to commit a murder ! I know the full gailt of what is 
before me, I see all the consequences, both here and here- 
after ; but my word is pledged, — I have taken the oath with 
every ceremony that can give it solemnity; and — I'll go 
through with it I " 

"There is a mystery in all this," said the Padre; '' you 
must recount the circumstances of this singular pledge, ere 
I can give you either comfort or counsel." 

" I look for neither, — I hope for neither ! " said I, wring- 
ing my hands ; " but you shall hear my story, — you are the 
last to whom I can ever reveal it ! I arrived at New Orleans 
about a fortnight ago, on a yacht cruise with a friend of 
mine, of whose name, at least, you may have heard, — Sir 
Dudley Broughton." 

" The owner of a handsome schooner, the ' Firefly,' " said 
the Padre, with an animation on the subject not quite in 
keeping with his costume. 

" The same ; you are, then, acquainted with him?" 

" Oh, no ; I was accidentally standing on the wharf when 
his yacht came up the river at New/ Orleans." 

" You did n't remark a young man on the poop in a forag- 
ing-cap, with a gold band round it? " 

" I cannot say I did." 

*' He carried a key-bugle in his hand." 

" I did not perceive him." 

'* That was me; how different was I then! Well, well, 
I Ul hasten on. We arrived at New Orleans, not quite deter- 
mined whither next we should bend our steps; and hearing 
by mere accident of this Texan expedition, we took it into 
our heads we would join it. On inquiring about the matter, 
we found that a lottery was in progress, the prizes of which 
were various portions of equipment, horses, mules, baggage, 
negroes, and so on. For this — just out of caprice — we 
took several tickets ; but as, from one cause or other, the 
drawing was delayed, we lingered on, going each day to the 
office, and there making acquaintance with a number of 
fellows Interested in the expedition, but whose manner and 
style, I need scarcely say, were not good recommendations 
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to intimxov. Bn>a£bt>>a. h-iwiever, »Iw»5S ".ik-": ■■^az kia-.l o/ 
thiuj; ; li>w vunipaaT. "icii aiui. 3*i alway* ;=* ■■uarui of aji 
amuseim^Dt that be o-'ui-i n:--i:in "si^Eev-r i; (»;jt.-u:il. No". 
ae be grew more iutiaiiie wiia TLcese ;r:L<'w», be obcLmei.t 
ailmidsiuu into a kiini of -.-Luo u^y iie;>l ui in 'jiiK'un! (>art of 
tlie town, aud thitber wi^ i^r'ntraliy rtt-ilreil ev^ry evcnir.^. 
when toi> late for any ni'ire i-orrect s<.^-ie:y. Tbey were all. 
or at least they affecteii to Iv. mteresw-l in Tex:ia expedi- 
tiiins; and the i-ouveniatioD never b<ok uiy other tura ch:iQ 
what cuiiceriieil tbe^e objeou; uni if at lirst our Oil Wortl 
iiotiuud were dboekeil at their initiflerence ^'> life. — tbe rei'k- 
letin diaregani of honor and good faitii tbey evinceti. — we 
came by d^ree« to feel that the moral eo-le -if the Prairies 
permitted many things which were never sauctivioed in more 
cultivated latitudes. 

" Brougbton entered ioto all this with a m^^^t extrsonlinarT 
interest- NothiDg se«me<i too wild, too abandoaed. and too 
outrageous for his uotiou^; and. 1 shame to say it. he soon 
made me a convert to his opinions. His constant speech 
was, ■ lie OS virtuous as you please, my dear fellow, amoog 
ladies am! gentlemen; Imt pray fipht Choctaws. Pawnees, 
and half-brcods with their own weapons, which are either a 
trick or a tomahawk.' I never liked the theory ; but partly 
from daily iteration, partly from a yielding pliancy of dis- 
ItoNJtion. and in great measure from lieing sbsmed into it, 1 
gave way. and joined him in all the pleilges he gave, to ^'o 
throufcb with anything the expedition exacted. I must be 
brief; that light youder is on Fork Island, where wc stop 
to take in wood ; and ere we reach it. I must make up my 
mind to one course or other. 

" As the time for the atartinf; of the expedition drew nigh, 
the various plans and schemes became the theme of nightly 
discussion ; and we heard of nothing but gukles and trails, 
where grass was to Im* found for the cattle, and where water 
could be had, with significant hints about ceruin places and 
people who were known or believed to be inimical to thew 
excursions. Thus, on the map, were marked certain vlUagH 
which might l>e put utnliT ioiiliil.(ili..ri, nint ciTtaJu Idcp. 
bouses which slktuld Iw miMle to pay u hoavy imnottt : here 
it was a conviiMt lo Iw mulcted ; and there, a store or a mill 
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to Ih* burnc^l ! In fact, the t»x]HMlition mN*iii(*<l to hmvr m 
many ven«;t*un(HM to fiiltU an 1io|k'm of ;;aiii to ;:r:&tif \ . ' -r 
each ha<i a fruMid who waM iiialtrvattil, or roliki«-i|. i»r n.ur 
(U*re<l, ami wIioho fat4* or furtunvrt requiivtl an fxpiai^'i.. — 
Hut I weary you, I'atlris with all thin?** 

'* Not at all, iiiv Mill ; I rt'oinrnizo iM*rftTtlv th«* aci-urarT 
of y(»ur acHMmnt. I haw heard a ^mmI <U*aI aU»at il*r^ 
ptHipli*.*' 

''Then* WHM out* indiviilual, howewr, ho tiiitv«>r«Al!y !• 
testiHl that you wouM HUp|K»r4«' h<* inuHt liavt* U*«-ii a kix^l •■' 
i\e\\\ in(*arniit«' !<» hiivi* uicurrtHl mirh p*ii«Tal liato. K^rr-t 
GUI' had a ^ru«li;«* »>z:iinrtt him, anil, in fa«*t. tlirn* wa« a ^ >; 
of Htrujmh* who nhould Im* allott«Ml to wr«*:ik *m liiui t.'i«- •-•?. 
nion viMi^caiirr of the (*oni|iany. It wan at lant <le«'i-l«^l u.x'. 
hin fate shouM U* loiteritil, mul tliat whiH'ver w-iii !•*•■ • ••* 
prize — this mare of whirh you may have heard — *'!•.: 
also will the ri<rlit t«i finish this wretehe«l man. I jir.-*. 
tliis infamous distinction; and hen* am 1. on mv «i»v :•• 
ohiini mv prize ami (*ommit a munler ! Av. I rn.iv :i« n, .. 
employ the true word, — it i.s nothing: l«*ss than :i niurd* • I 
have not even the |MM»r exriwe of n-vetiije. I ratuiot pri •• -j-t 
that he ever injuri'«l me. —nay, I have not evm -mn-h :i::. . I 
never heard of lii*, name till two ilavs ai;o; nor. «-\im u**m. 
(Nuild I •^uc'^M'ed in finding him out. if I wen* nt>t pr<*M-lt^l «-.va 
eertain r]<'w<« at llon**ton, an<l ei>rtain :!uid«'s hy wli-iof »»: I 
am to tiuck liim. My oatli i- pli'dL''**! : I ••«••»•• ii - .'. 
th:tt, if iIm- !'•: fill u|"»ii nil-, I M *{•> tin- tlit- I. i- i i 

will; \»t. I am ««iii:illv ?t— .ilvnl fii\i-! t«» -tr-, \. 
lli'if I |i'.«li|c,-.| my ii-\«il\i-i. "If Tiu- J':irr»'. '•• • •- : 
nti!il('r\\ < li:«"'», T'li- ' •tin-? i- f"?' m\-iir"" 

•' \\ li:it 'J I'm -1 1-1 \ -'il -:t\ ' "' • i |i -I ' • . w !' :i f ill* : • .• 
Voiri , \\ii;.i- !.l- h.i' I. a- in- !.i.l I* "i, '. »■ •. - i- • 'i^ '. «• 

ajih . 

*• < :i.' ■•. :|ji- \\:i '.'-'.i ii « a'.I. I." 1 -.i i. : \ _• i ■ .ip ■•:. :. . 
pi-!"!. 

" \ ! I \\ i : V it. I V\ • . • I • . . - - ■ • 11 a - .' .1 t \ . • 

i ? ■ i : • ■ i . ■ ■ ' . ' II . ■ •. ■ i * : ■ ■ \\ * I * • . 1 *:■.'«..■.:. I J • • • . 

k . i" ■. • 1- !» -i • ■ i' • . * • !.tT!.t : • '" ' \ . • !.i! !:♦ !i. MtH* •/ 

ti.' .. a ■ »■■ ..I" :-' I1"W 'ail '. ■'• r. .. tilt •iith«'ul:i«-<i *.t 
\s\. • . - • i:i-» :.i^ !.*• ihu'. aii'l till- lia/aid towhiehhe fS|iiwra 
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his life in doini; 8o? And is it to injure sach a man you will 
go down to your own grave an asisassin ? " 

** I '11 do it." said I, dogfieilly ; '' I *11 keep my oath/' 

'' Such an oath never bound any man; it is a snaro of 
Satan." 

»* So it may, — I '11 keep it/* said I, beating the dock with 
mv foot, with the doggeil determination of one not to be 
turned from his puri>ose. 

** Kill in cold blood a man you never saw before? " 

'* Just so ; I am not going to think of Ai/w, when I set bo 
little store by myself; 1 only wish the fellow were here 
now, and I'd show you whether I'd falter or not." 

'* Poor Chico, — 1 could weep for him!" said he, blub- 
bering. 

'' Keep your pity for /«€?," said I, — '' /, that am bound by 
this terrible oath, and must either stamp myself a coward or 
a nmrtierer. As for Chico, I believe a more worthless wretch 
never existed, a poor, mean-spirited creature, whose trade 
is to be a spy, and by whose cursed machinations many a 
tine fellow has been ruined." 

*' You are all wrong, sir," said the Padre, warmly. '' I 
know the man myself ; he is an amiable, kind-hearted being, 
that never harmed any one." 

'* He 's the fellow to die, then ! " said I, roughly. 

'* lie has a small family, unprovided for." 

*'They have the inheritance of his virtues," said I, 
scotlingly. 

'*Can you have the heart for such cruelty?" cried he, 
almost sobbing. 

'' Come with me when I land at Houston, and see, — that's 
all ! " said I. ''A few minutes back, I was hesitating whether 
I would not land at this island and abandon my purpose. 
The weakness is now over ; I feel a kind of fiendish spirit 
growing up within me already ; I cannot think of the feUow 
without a sense of loathing and hatre<l ! " 

^^ Lie down, my son, and compose yourself for an hour or 
two ; sleep and rest will calm your agitated brain, and yoa 
will then listen to my counsels with profit: your present 
excitement overmasters your reason, and my woids would 
l)e of no effect." 

'* I know it — I feel it here, across my lemplea— that it 
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is a kind of paroxysm ; but I never clo«e mr rrm itmi I 
do not fancy I nee the fellow, now in one Hlia|)^, iv*« a 
another, for lit* ran atiHume a thousand «li(i>!uif»t^ ; whiV a 
my ears his acrursed name is always ringing." 

^' I pity you from my heart! *' said tht- othrr; an-i rvr* 
tainly a sadder expression I never saw in any huiiuin firr 
before. *' Hut j?o down Inflow ; go down, I lie»MtTb y*»u." 

*^ I have only taken a deck-iwssafse," sai<l I, dii|;xr«l!T. 
'* I det4*rmintHl that I would see no one, s|M*ak tfl» n«> **nr " 

*' Nor m*fd you, my stm," sai<l he, ooaxiiiiily. •• I :<^t 
are all sound aslcop in the after-cabin ; tak«* m v l**-rth. I 
do not want it; I am always In'tter U|M>n dti*k.** 

** If you will ha%'e it S4>,'* said I, violdine ; " but, f«»r v--!^- 
life, not a word of what I have said to you! iKi n«>t dr«v:\' 
yourst^lf by any false idea of humanity. W«*rt* you U> f^b^^ '■ 
me where I stand, you C(»uld not sa\'e /iim, — Am d«»>fn ti» 
s|)oken. If /fail, there is Hrou^hton, and, aft^r him. a «riH> 
i)f others, sworn Ui do the work." 

'' Lie down and calm younM*lf," sai<l be, loadini; mr to ti^ 
com]>an ion-ladder ; '^ we must s|N'ak of this to-morrow.*" 

I s(jueez«Kl his hand, and slowly descetule<l to the cat»ia. 
At fir^t the thought <Kvurr«Ml t4» me that he mi);bt thvir Uk 
alarm and havo me Si*i2e<i ; Imt then this would o\|k«ir hira 
so palpably to my rtHNnrniticm, nhould I chanct* t«i «*M*a|tr. * 
was unlikely lie would do so. The stillness on «b*<'k rih->«f^l 
me I \\;i> ri»ri»rt in this latter I'-lirnatr, nnd -•.» I ttiiin-i ' • <■ 
hi-i eoinftntaMt* InTth. and, ^liile I drfw lln- i"..ufiti'; v.. 
ovrr ine, tlii>(i::iit I haii made a t'a[>ital fXchaii.:!- f>M !!:• .%* : 
ribrt <if tlir *• l«»n'^-lN»:it," 

If inv -tr.itajiin ha»l -ucoimmIimI in rui»r»"--i!ij :i;\ fr;. ■ '. 
Cljieo wiili a nio*.t li\»lv frar. i* -li'l h"! m-.iv.- !n\ ••«:, -u' : 

at |MTf»Tl IraiHjuillily. I kin-w that !i»- n »;-? U i i « / 

intiiiit*- i»'-«»ii'i'i -. and that th.- -.Mtii. '.i*v\..-, -i'. ri :i.. .*. • 

IiIkmnI, |j;ii| lilt I- i-nrii. nrt ■!. lii i •■ .1 ' r T -ii!!.- .''.\^ 

I Ir.i'.t riiii-.*.i!,t !\ iii.i.lf ;i |ir:ii*.«t' ••' ''.I'.j.r.j p! A«*» ■* » * :i 
ifiv :iiif. !_''■! i-l. I.» if \;ii.: M!\-»i ! w. ;•■■' "; 'ij. tvu-i .1*%" ^ 

:i.\-«!:" :l'►^\ I -I". I. -I a«' ' l III- !i-..i.' ! .• •• :i.l\ . r'*.i'\ • 
ii.-ii.'i " '- -. \ ii-- I" ".I j-::!' * ■ ■ ;■■ t'lf ■■ I ; •■ ••• ..:•■; 1! •iij^. •!* 
.Ill •■t. ■ . ■ -. -.ir... ••:" ••■•■i.'-in.i: i- •!.'. 1! -i 1 i.i. •'■%.■■» -iMf'* piaT 

I now In jail t«» mvM'lf :i little exereint- after this faj»hl«io ; 
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but what betveca ptgroqn ^ Cttseoe. the wmrmth of the cabin, 
and the loxmr of a nal bied. Chico and I changed places so 
often, in mj braia. tkat cun f u ak xi iniaiied, then came weari* 
ness, and, at b<i, mmmd sleepy — ao sooiid that I was only 
awoke by the steward aa he popped h» greasy head into the 
berth and said, **' I aaj, iMntny, iiere we are, standing close 
in : had n't yoa better get up? " 

I did as be adTiaed ; and, as I robbed the sleep from my 
eyes, said, ^^ Where's the Padre, steward? — what 's become 
of him?" 

^^ He was took ill last night, and stopped at Fork Island ; 
he '11 go back with ns to-morrow to Galveston." 

*^You know him, I suppose?" said I, looking at the 
fellow with a shrewd intelligence that he knew bow to 
construe. 

^^ Well," cried he, scratching his head, ^^ well, mayhap I 
do guess a bit who he is." 

^^ So do I, steward ; and when we meet again, be 'U kwm 
me," said I, with a look of such imposing atemnam thui t 
saw the fellow was recording it. ^^ You may t4i;U km mu 
steward. I '11 wait for him here till I catch bim ; %$A H li« 
escape both myself and my friend Broagbt//n« — Vkfrn^/^fh ; 
don't forget the name, — he is deeper than I %rfH tdm ^^4 
for." 

As I was about to leave the cabin^ f #isMQd^» <i«f]ve ^>^ *'^ 
corner of a red handkerchief peepint^ om ^^^t^^istii *Jf^ y^:^rtr 
of the berth. I drew it forth, awl iftiwA It ir^ ^ ^\^//4 
travelling kit, which be pnfemd ahaarkAingr v^ *h^ •>*/ ^/ 
again meeting me. It oootaiiMsrl a <mfkil v«t^v «ir.v'. '^^^ 
such as priests wear, a Eoonib mimiu. t 4f^ ii</ '/ '/^u»^ 
with a few common artieies fd 4e»sm. inui ^q^xt V^<*^^ *^ 
silver. 

** The spoOs of victory."' ^$mA L *niivsH ;'«*/ 'a#» #»v^-» •* 
my own bundle: ** the ttuawi^% ^Mis^>l9<l^ ^*^ '^^ vti(^«#^/ 
chest captured." 

«' Which is the WhsBe Bbr*.^ ' m^ : w : ^*'^^ v% V// 
now crowded witfc ik^ym jliik. ys^^^A uvi r,.i^,'* 

**Thii w%j, mt^^^iisiiUsm ti^, ' m%^ « rr,.*,*^ '» ./y^ • ' 
waiter'a drcas ; JOfi f ]«iffi^ um m*' *n***^^*^ *^*^\ f*^,*/'*^ ^ 
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■.i:> ■...] I .t.:.-.i i:,. >\.\ :;..!. I i-a—.l muI iiik> Ifet 

... -J..- i. ; .« .■..» i. i »/:. ;;„.!i_v ..f lh.«- (^(UrsthW- 
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■■,-.:> i:; Um." 
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blind, — and ne\'er kDow'd the differ till he was nigh home. 
I Bold her twice, myself, ia one week. Scott of Mucklebui^ 
Btained her off fore-leg white, and aold her back, as a new 
cue, to the fellow who returned her for lameness ; and she 
can pretend lameness, she can." 

A roar of very unbelieving laughter followed this sally, 
but Seth rcBumed, — 

" Well, I 'II lay fifty dollars with any gentleman here that 
she comes out of the stable dead lame, or all sound, jnst as I 
bid her." 

Nobody seemed to fancy this wager; and Seth, satisfied 
with having established his veracity, went on, — 

'^ You 've but to touch the coronet of the off-foot with the 
point of your bowie, — a mere touch, not draw blood, — and 
see if she won't come out limping on the toe, all as one as 
a dead breakdown in the coffin joint ; rub her a bit then with 
your baud, — she's all right again! It was Wrecksley of 
Ohio taught her the trick ; he used to lame ber that way, 
aud buy her in, wherever he found her." 

" Who 's won her this time ? " cried another. 

*' I have, gentlemen," said I, slapping my boot with my 
cane, and affecting a very knowing air as 1 spoke. The 
oompaDy tamed round and surveyed me some seconds iu 
deq> Glance. 

'■ You nn't O'goin' to rule her, young 'un? " said one, half 
couteinptuouBly. 

•>No, be aa't; the gent's willin' to sell her," cliimed in 
anallior. 

"lie's ifoln' tu ax RU! three buu'ltcd ilnlliirs," suid a 
third, >■ an' ( ft&'t i-gohl' U) fp,' hiio no more than two 
bnndml." 

"Yim ai* «n WBIUi|^M|HM|flC JOD," said Seth. 
"He's briiig|Bg|J|^^^^^^^^^^^^WkNM|tt^Ju«!cn, 
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Uh-ii liandH in bi>i|:lit, or TiKir liumlntl ilollarn in |>ri<v. If 
yim Himiiw: mttm thin — " 

*' I know yiMir inark." 

"My roBii. with thv wnllfye. Ymi t|i>rri iiiiii<l a «>'.:• 
eye? " 

** No, no! my lilitck }Ki»y iiian-V Iht* thint; tlx* ui-iit • * 
lookin' for." 

" 1 Huy it 'm iKithiiii; like it." lin<k<- in S-th. ■■ ll>- '• i 
waiilin' a half-bntl iniHtanK. with u (lown-iant ito—. i 
oritttT to i;o thnin^rli lira ami whIit; liriin' the fi>ri-i<,'< 
likf a lti;ili-i>rfiwun; . iiiittun, nml with u Jerk of tW ■ •til- 
like the nniiil of a liraiut cifjlit-ixiuiuliT. An't I lu-ar ;:.• 
mark V " 

'* Not %'tTy «'i(li' itf it," nail) I, n-Hlilin^ riit-<>urai:)ii;:!_\. 

'* Sill' 'rt at An>itiii now. You im't ii-i:iiin' then- f " 

" Vi-H," Hajil I : *■ I Hhall Ik- in AnrttiH next wii-k." 

*■ UVII, Hi-vfT you make a ili-al till y<m mv my l>la> k 
IHUir." iTiiil onf. 

" Nor thf ni:in i-iil>." itlhmtol nnotluT. 

'• llrM lH'lt.T «•<■ Vni 'fi-n- III- W-.-H S|ilil-tlie-wiii.l. tlirn. 
or hi'M not I<"tk at "i-ni artcr." Hnirl St-th. "• Voti 'vr unK :.■ 
aHk f.ir Si-lh <'lnrti-lliT. aihl ih.-y 'II |o»k me ii|i." 

*• Von an't a-i:oiii' t» l>-t iw mv Itiilclier'H uuuv sforv ■*■ 
)i..r" n»j<l on<- til thi- o«tli-r. 

•• 1 ;iiri. U-i-iiu-r I hiiv.- n't am tl.,- key. She *a r i|.miM^ 

lo.-k..|. iiiii !)..■ .n)' "n n.v.-r -iv. .. it I., li ImiI matr* a- 

f.-.-.li>i' li l<i:ii-ir. l-.-l\.' l.-r .-..Ml." 

Afl.i :i f.-tt m.ill.n-l i.-iiMik- on Ihi-t railtion. Illr bMM- 
il.-;i|.i- -:iiiiii.i.-.l i-iit ..f iIh- y:inl. Ii-»viiii[ nw tutMiof^ onr 
uliHl 1 li;i.I ]..:.i.l. :.r. 1 n..i.-l.'rin-.' if Iliiri eumtaave cm* af 
III. I..I..I1..1-.I l.-i...| :Mn -u-i.iri..,, r.-!.r.UMg Um 1 

tl,.. |.M/... 

■-.Ii-l .|i:iw l!i:il '. .;: :icT.— Ilir mil.', llta-IV. will Jf*^'*] 

til 'l.-i. «!;:;■■ ),-■ 1.---1.I.-.-I .. lui.:.- k.-y fnmi I" 

-■ I nir ■« ■. II ». ;;. ; .. I, -. I.;-. A tiiaii inilat bainf f 
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It was evident that he looked upon the whole equipment 
as worthy of the most exalted possession, and he gazed on 
me as one whose lot was indeed to be envied. 

** Seth and the others leave this to-morrow a*ternoon," said 
he; " but if ye be a-goin' to Austin, where the ' Spedeshin' 
puts up, take my advice, and get away before 'em. You 've 
a fine road, — no trouble to find the way; your beast will 
carry you forty, fifty, if you want it, sixty, miles between 
sunrise and ' down ; ' and you '11 be snug over the journey 
before they reach Killian's Mill, the half-way. An' if ye 
want to know why I say so, it 's just because that 's too 
good a beast to tempt a tramper wi', and them 's all 
trampers ! " 

I gave the ostler a dollar for all his information and 
civility, and re-entered the inn to have my supper. The 
cap'n had already returned home, and after verifying my 
ticket, took my receipt for the mare, which I gave in all 
form, writing my name, " Con Cregau," as though it were to 
a check for a thousand pounds. 

I supped comfortably, and then walked out to the stable 
to see Charcoal. " Get her corn ; you '11 see if she don't 
eat it in less than winkin'," said the ostler ; '* and if she wor 
my beast, she'd never taste another feed till she had her 
nose in the manger at Croft's Gulley." 

"And where is Croft's Gulley ? " 

"It's the bottoms after you pass the larch wood; the 
road dips a bit, and is heavy there, and it 's a good baitin' 
place, just eighteen miles from here." 

" On the road to Austin? " 

He nodded. "Ye see," he said, "the moon's a risin'; 
there 's no one out this time. Ye know what I said afore." 

"I'll take the advice, then. Get the traps ready; I'll 
pack the saddle-bags and set out." 

If any one had asked me why I was in such haste to 
reach Austin, my answer would have been, "To join the 
expedition ; " and if interrogated, " With what object then? " 
I should have been utterly dumbfoundered. Little as I 
knew of its intentions, they must all have been above the 
range of my ability and means to participate in. True, I 
had a horse and a rifle ; but there was the end of my worldly 
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poBseHflions, not to Bay that my title, ov«*n U> tlM*M*, MlmttH 
of litigation. A kind (»f va^iu* notion iNiMUwmtl mr t:iat, 
once lip with the ex|H><lition, I nhoiilil tliul my placv ** vH^mr* 
where/* — a very IriHh i<lea of a reH|M>nrtil»!c iiituati«>n. I 
truHti*<l to the ^* ninking mym^lf generally UM*ful " cat«vf7 
for employiiient, and to a ready -wittcilm^Mii newr rram{*«l 
nor rerttraiiie<l by the jH'tty prrjutlirt'rt of a niiiM*i«»n«v- 

The love of etitrrprim* aii«l advrntiin* iit (*«>ii4pH-ti«><i« 
aiiKMig the HpringH of action in Iririh life, fN-t*apii«»iiali\ •!•- 
veloping a WeIIi'KU*y or a Captain UiN*k. IViiin^uUr ;:l>-r:'« 
an<l pn^lial outrage have juHt thi* name one origin. — a ["••* 
of dirttiiietion, and a <Taviiig dosirt* for the eiii«iynirri! f 
that nioHt fascinating of all i*X(*iteini'ntH. — «ihal«v«r |«'..* 
life. 

Witli(»ut this eleinrnt, pleasure ^«Min palU ; viitiitmt :*• 
crack«Ml skullrt and fra<>turiMl ** fi-iuniH,** fox-huntiin: m.^..t 
Ik* nifre galloping; a r<*vit*w might vi«* with a )>altli-. f 
thev the hhuik cartridt!«> in Uith ! Who'd fliinl* th^- !*• :> * 
lV«»t, or cross tlie**prtit niuh-ts " «»f Mmit lUanr. if :t «•-. 
not that a false stt'p or a totttT woiiM Hrinl hiin •!«>«: % 
tliousand fathonis into thf (h'rp Lr«ip.:*' Iifli»«i. 'I'hi** pl.i\. .- 
hidr-and-MM'k with l>rath s«>i'|iih t<* havr a gn*al «'h.ir!ii. .i- 
is v«'rv iM»*»*»ilily ihr attraction H<»ni«' folk?* ft-il in pl;i\ •.. 
invalid, aiiii pa<«.'<in*j tlirir livrr* amid hhii-k diaii^li!^* a* . 
Mill* li»tii»ii'« ! 

I •«lin-\\«llv •.ii-jMci tliio lti\m\ «»f ti !ii|i:mj I-'-. 
L!ili'<li«-'< Mi:iii !i<*ni till- \\lii*if ••!' l!ii ••liii I :(iiiii..i: ■ - 
aihi \i «•■ urif t«» I \:iiimii- If :i liit'i*. \\t -li'".iM *. . ■ 
ojirii- lln- \\:i\ !«» iii:in\ *«t hi- f.ij'ii"! :i*j-ii u j" . , 
li«ili;i- riitirjiii-t". N"\\. 1»* ii'* l",« jiii'i :• li-- i-s 

•• 1 ). .1 - \1 I . ( I • ,: III Hi* .'I'l* !m ■! -• -■« iil'.J 111 'In . .-' t •' ' — 
III I .I.ii ;i,_' ' ■' jii ! |i \ . 'I t . '.. .■;.,- !.■•'. I.. 






•j:ti»li ■! ; :.• It ! • .; ;i •,•;■!••; ■ .' : -r. . * • ;.■.•■• i k-. ;• 

llj!iT -■ '"ii' i.< •'■ • ■■ ■ I- 1. I -A ■ ■ ■. ■ ■' . • . ■ ,.■■ Ij ;■:■■; - ' ■ . 

•■ .1 ;i I' ■ i I.' • ■ --■' ^ ' .•:■•'•■ I • ' ■ ■• ■■ ■ :;.i'- ! . 'f.. *t ■ 

\\ ;•:.': i" ■. I '.■ . ' . .. : -.1 ■ ■ .* ■'''■..!..»%•.'• 
t..\\ ■..:■. • ■ . : , ■.-. 1 ■. • ..S \ 

I' - . ■ : ■ ■ ' I .1 f..:, jj:. : . .. 

Hi" .- =: . ■ ■ ' • - • ■'; J ;.'•..• . 1. ■ .■ . .t \ i" iii„"!il ; !:■• -^ •.*• 

«•; 1- ■;;!!,•:, I- .i.!r. '-! • -x i I \\ Jn ". '1. i r .. ■ . Si i lii|»g U"i ilaXiK^^M 



THE LOG-HUT AT BRAZOS. 297 

lasts, the stir of the busy world and the business of life 
ward off these thoughts, — the novelty of the scene even 
combats them ; but when night has closed in, and we see 
above us the stars that we have known in other lands, the 
self-same moon by whose light we wandered years ago, and 
then look around and mark the features of a new world, with 
objects which tell of another hemisphere; and then think 
that we are there alone, without tie or link to all around us, 
the sensation is thrilling in its intensity. 

Every one of us — the least imaginative, even — will asso- 
ciate the strangeness of a foreign scene with something of 
that adventure of which he has read in his childhooii ; and 
we people vacancy, as we go, with images to suit the spot in 
our own country. The little pathway along the river side 
suggests the lovers' walk at sunset as surely as the dark 
grove speaks of a wooilman's Iiut or a gypsy camp. But 
abroad, the scene evokes different dwellers : the Sierra sug- 
gests the brigand ; the thick jungle, the jaguar or the rattle- 
snake ; the heavy plash in the muddy river is the sound of 
the ca^'mau ; and the dull roar, like wind within a cavern, is 
the cry of the hungry lion. The presence around us of 
objects of which we have read long ago, but never ex|>ected 
to see, is highly exciting ; it is like taking our place among 
the characters of a story, and investing us with an interest to 
ourselves, as the hero of some un wrought history. 

This is the most fascinating of all castle-building, since we 
have a spot for an edifice, — a territory actualh' given to us. 

I thought long upon this theme, and wondered to what I 
was yet destined, — whether to some condition of real emi- 
nence, or to move on among that vulgar herd who are the 
spectators of life, but never its conspicuous actors. I really 
l)elieve this isrnoble course was more distasteful to ino from 
its flatness and insipidity than from its mere humility. It 
seemeil so devoid of all interest, so tame and so monoto- 
nous, I would have chosen peril and vicissitude any day in 
preference. Al)out midnight I reached Croft's (fulloy, 
where, after knocking for some time, a very sulky old negro 
admitte<l me into a stable while I baited inv mare. The 
house was shut up for the night; and even had I sought 
refreshment, I couhl not have obtained it. 
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After a brief halt, I again resumed the mad* whirb M 
through a close pine forest, and, however murli praineil. w 
anything but a goo<l surface t4> travel on. C^hareiMU. t^w- 
ever, made light of such ditllculties, and pickeil brr *vp« 
over holes and stum|>s with the caution of a tra|»|ier, •M*^^ 
ing with a rare instinct the safe ground, ami never vrntun&i 
on si)ots whore any ditliculty or danger existe^l. I Iff I ^trt t» 
herrtelf, and it was curious to set* that whenev«*r a sl)t>rt iti!«r- 
val of l)etter f(N)twav inter\'ened, she would, an if to ** u.xir 
play," as the jockeys call it, strike out in a long vt«iik.'i:c 
canter, ^^ pulling up** to the walk the mtunent the unf-wa 
surface a<linoniHhtMl her to caution. 

As day )>rokc. the r«>ad inipn)V«Ml s«» that I wai« bMt t* 
push nloni; nt a U'ttor |»tuv, aiuX by )»reakfu*tt-tiin«* I f«Kx:i>i 
n)ys«>lf at a low. |N>or-l« Miking log-hourt«» ralh^l •* Ilrai'M.'* 
A picture reprcs«Mitiiig 'IVxum att t\ y«>uuy: (*hilil rrcrnmj 
some adininiblt* nmnsol frf>in n vitv matmnlv Ublv «it.S 
tliirtoon stars on her |H*tti<*out. f1aunt«*«| owr X\w d«HHr. witb 
tlio motto, ^* Filial AfTiH^tion, and Candy Flip at all iHKtr*." 

A larp'. dullM'vnl man. in a tlanm^l |M'n-jarkt*t aii«l 1*«m^ 
trousiTS to match, was soatnl in a nH*kinir-rliair at Xlw d'>»f. 
sniokin;: an mormons fi;>:ir. a littlr (*harm«*«l riri*U* ••f r\- 
)MM>toration scfinini; to «|i*frn<l him fnMU tin* a^<*ault« **{ xtt*- 
vnliiar. A Uxin*' rnu of ri<lfr Mo<mI |ifsid«* him. and .1 pM<«v 
of Indian rorn brcail. Il«* i*v«*4l ni«' utith th«* «*«iiil«*«.t mti^T.- 
rt'in a-* I «li''in«nmt«'«l, n«»r «li«l Iif -lii»w tin- -ll■Jll^ -«• - _ 

\M'lr-»j|H'. 
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He no(1d<Hl. 

^* What a piiKV of luminesfl ! " sighed I ; ** and Ih>« fu* 
have I coine ant my ? " 

" A good l»it." 

'* A mile or twi»?" 

** Twenty." 

^' Will y<»u 1h» kiii<l enough to l>e a littli* m<»rc nimir.i:! - 
cative, and jimt nay wluTe thift nmd Icad?^ ti*; if I car; »• - 
the AiiHtin nmd without turning luit-k »;!ain ; and whrn * 

IIa<l I |>ro|N>untUMl any oni* of th«*H«* (|iicrit'*4, it i«t ju«t {•- 
aihle I might have hatl an annwrr; Imt, in niv zeal. I •-.' 
wttted mviM'lf. I drt*w mv eli«M*k for tiN> laru«* an arii«'«;i *. 
and c<»nH4M|uently wan rrfus«Hl |iaynirnt alt<>i!«'lhrr. 

*' Well,** Haid I, afhT a lt»ni; and vain utait fur an .ii.*«*'. 
^* what am I to do with my hor^i*? Thrn* i^ a »la^.•■. I 
ho|H'?" 

**Thi're an't/* naid hr, with a 'jrnnt. 

** So that I ean'l hait mv Iwant? " 

-No:- 

** Had ('noui:h ! (an I havr s«»m('lhin^ !■> rat ni\-«lf. % 
eup i»f <i»tTr«» -- ? " 

A nidr Iturst of laui:ht«'r ^tnpiitil nu*. ami th«' llanif . - i- 
artuallv »«h<M»k with tht* «ln>lli>rv of hi** own thou;:ht«. - !' 
U'an't A^tor lIou*«r, I n-rkiHi! *' !«aid hi*, uipiii:^ In- i \i. 

*'Not vrrv liki- it. rrrlainlv." ^aiil L *<uiilnii!. 

*' What ••* that? Whi» -rix- it «»ii«'hl li» In- hk. :? - . 
Im*. ami tiio ti<<liv < vi->* tlait-il ui>. aiiil lii<* \i Ii*<u ■ .. s« « 

oi:iiiiH" « ilh :iirj«r. " I iiii't \ i i \ tik«- «*M 11 1« '•%• •' \ . I - - 
:ttii| iii:i\Im> I i|i>n*l \\:iiit !<• !h ' I in :i fii« l« \ i I 

a liljui I" 1H»I" a l«lili-li'»"»» ' I :ih'? ■•1.1 •»!* \<- ;■ •■ 
-Im\»-. tli.'il l»I:u"i\ Kirij l»i'>r.'i"^ I *••. :ii.i .l-.^ . ... 
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" Why, what do travellerB do with their cattle, thea?" 
"There bean't none." 
"No cattle?" 
" No travellers." 




"No travellers! and thia the high road between two 
conaidemble towns ! " 

" It aii't." 

" Why, surely thia is the road to Austin?" 

" It an't." 

" Then this is not Brazos? " 

" It be Upper Brazos." 

" There arc two of them, then ; and the other, I Bupi>ose, 
is on the Austin road?" 
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After a brief halt, I again resumed the road, which led 
through a close pine forest, and, however much praised, was 
anything but a good surface to travel on. Charcoal, how- 
ever, made light of such difficulties, and picked her steps 
over holes and stumps with the caution of a trapper, detect- 
ing with a rare instinct the safe ground, and never venturing 
on spots where any difficulty or danger existed. I left her to 
herself, and it was curious to see that whenever a short inter- 
val of better footway intervened, she would, as if to " make 
play," as the jockeys call it, strike out in a long swinging 
canter, ^'pulling up" to the walk the moment the uneven 
surface admonished her to caution. 

As day broke, the road improved so that I was able to 
push along at a better pace, and by breakfast-time I found 
myself at a low, poor-looking log-house called '' Brazos." 
A picture representing Texas as a young child receiving 
some admirable counsel from a very matronly lady with 
thirteen stars on her petticoat, flaunted over the door, with 
the motto, " Filial Affection, and Candy Flip at all hours." 

A large, dull-eyed man, in a flannel pea-jacket and loose 
trousers to match, was seated in a rocking-chair at the door, 
smoking an enormous cigar, a little charmed circle of ex- 
pectoration seeming to defend him from the assaults of the 
^'ulga^. A huge can of cider stood beside him, and a piece 
of Indian corn bread. He eyed me with the coolest uncon- 
cern as I dismounted, nor did he show the slightest sign of 
welcome. 

" This is an inn, I believe, friend?" said I, saluting him. 

" I take it to be a hotel," said he, in a voice very like a 
yawn. 

*' And the landlord, where is he? " 

" Where he ought to be, — at his own door, a smokin* his 
own rearin'." 

'* Is there an ostler to be found? I want to refresh my 
horse, and get some breakfast for myself too." 

'* There an't none." 

"No help?" 

" Never was." 

" That's singular, I fancy." 

*' No, it an't." 
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ye want a flash of powder! Come out into the bush and 
* see it out,' I say ! " 

The tone of this challenge was too insulting not to call for 
at least the semblance of acceptance ; and so, fastening my 
mare to a huge staple beside the door, I unslung my rifle, and 
cried, " Come along, my friend ; I'm quite ready for you ! " 

Nothing daunted at my apparent willingness, he threw 
back the hammer of his lock, and said, *' Hark ye, young 
un ! You can't give me a cap or two? Mine are co/isiderable 
rusty ! " 

The request was rather singular, but its oddity was its 
success ; and so, opening a small case in the stock of my 
rifle, I gave him some. 

*' Ah, them 's real chaps, — the true ' tin jackets,' as we 
used to say at St. Louis ! " cried he, his tongue seeming 
wonderfully loosened by the theme. '' Now, lad, let 's see if 
one of your bullets fit this bore ; she 's a heavy one, and 
carries twenty to the pound ; and I 've nothing in her now 
but some loose chips of iron for the bears." 

Loose chips of iron for the bears ! thought I ; did ever 
mortal hear such a barbarian ! " You don't fancy, friend, I 
came here to supply you with lead and powder, to be used 
upon myself, too ! I supposed, when you asked me to come 
out into the bush, that you had everything a gentleman 
ought to have for such a purpose." 

'*Well, I never seed the like of that!" exclaimed he, 
striking the ground with the butt end of his piece. "* If we 
don't stand at four guns' length — " 

" We '11 do no such thing, friend," said I, shouldering my 
piece, and advancing towartls him. " I never meant to offend 
you ; nor have you any object in wounding, mayhap killing, 
vie. Let me have something to eat ; I 'II pay for it freely, 
and go my ways." 

** What on airth is it, eh?" said he, looking puzzled. 
**Why, that's one of Colt's rifles! you'd have picked me 
down at two hundred yards, sure as my name is Gabriel." 

** I know it," said I, coolly ; *' and how much the better or 
the happier should I have been, had I done so?" I watched 
the fellow's pasty countenance as though I could read what 
passed in the muddy bottom of his mind. 



298 CONFESSIONS OF CON CREGAN. 

After a brief halt, I again resumed the road, which led 
through a close pine forest, and, however much praised, was 
anything but a good surface to travel on. Charcoal, how- 
ever, made light of such difficulties, and picked her steps 
over holes and stumps with the caution of a trapper, detect- 
ing with a rare instinct the safe ground, and never venturing 
on spots where any difficulty or danger existed. I left her to 
herself, and it was curious to see that whenever a short inter- 
val of better footway intervened, she would, as if to '' make 
play," as the jockeys call it, strike out in a long swinging 
canter, "pulling up" to the walk the moment the uneven 
surface admonished her to caution. 

As day broke, the road improved so that I was able to 
push along at a better pace, and by breakfast-time I found 
myself at a low, poor-looking log-house called ''Brazos." 
A picture representing Texas as a young child receiving 
some admirable counsel from a very matronly lady with 
thirteen stars on her petticoat, flaunted over the door, with 
the motto, '' Filial Affection, and Candy Flip at all hours." 

A large, dull-eyed man, in a flannel pea-jacket and loose 
trousers to match, was seated in a rocking-chair at the door, 
smoking an enormous cigar, a little charmed circle of ex- 
pectoration seeming to defend him from the assaults of the 
^'ulga^. A huge can of cider stoo<l beside him, and a piece 
of Indian corn bread. He eyed me with the coolest uncon- 
cern as I dismounted, nor did he show the slightest sign of 
welcome. 

'' This is an inn, I believe, friend?" said I, saluting him. 

" I take it to be a hotel," said he, in a voice very like a 
yawn. 

" And the landlonl, where is he? " 

" Where he ought to be, — at his own door, a smokin* his 
own rearin'." 

" Is there an ostler to be found? I want to refresh my 
horse, and get some breakfast for myself too." 

" There an*t none." 

''No help?" 

" Never was." 

" That 's singular, I fancy." 

" No, it an*t." 
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** Why, what do trAveUera do with their cattle, then? " 
" There bean't Done." 
"No cattle?" 
" No travellerB-" 




"No travellers! am! tlii» the higli road lictwocn I 
considerable towns ! " 
" It an't." 
" Why, surely this is tin; road to Austin ? " 



'It a 



't." 



"Then this is not RrazoJi!'" 
" It be Upiier Urazos." 

" There are two of them, thfii ; and tlie other, I suppose, 
is on the Austin road?" 
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After a brief halt, I again resumed the road, which led 
through a close pine forest, and, however much praised, was 
anything but a good surface to travel on. Charcoal, how- 
ever, made light of such difficulties, and picked her steps 
over holes and stumps with the caution of a trapper, detect- 
ing with a rare instinct the safe ground, and never venturing 
on spots where any difficulty or danger existed. I left her to 
herself, and it was curious to see that whenever a short inter- 
val of better footway intervened, she would, as if to '* make 
play," as the jockeys call it, strike out in a long swinging 
canter, ''pulling up" to the walk the moment the uneven 
surface admonished her to caution. 

As day broke, the road improved so that I was able to 
push along at a better pace, and by break fast- time I found 
myself at a low, poor-looking log-house called "Brazos." 
A picture representing Texas as a young child receiving 
some admirable counsel from a very matronly lady with 
thirteen stars on her petticoat, flaunted over the door, with 
the motto, " Filial Affection, and Candy Flip at all hours." 

A large, dull-eyed man, in a flannel pea-jacket and loose 
trousers to match, was seated in a rocking-chair at the door, 
smoking an enormous cigar, a little charmed circle of ex- 
pectoration seeming to defend him from the assaults of the 
^'ulgar. A huge can of cider stoo<l beside him, and a piece 
of Indian corn bread. He eyed me with the coolest uncon- 
cern as I dismounted, nor did he show the slightest sign of 
welcome. 

" This is an inn, I believe, friend?" said I, saluting him. 

" I take it to be a hotel," said he, in a voice very like a 
yawn. 

" And the landlord, where is he? " 

" Where he ought to be, — at his own door, a smokin* his 
own rearin'." 

" Is there an ostler to be found? I want to refresh my 
horse, and get some breakfast for myself too." 

'* There an*t none." 

"No help?" 

" Never was." 

" That's singular, I fancy." 

" No, it an't." 
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" Why, what do travellers do with their cattle, then? " 
^' There bean't none." 
'* No cattle?" 
" No travellerB." 




"No travelleral and tliis tlie lii-rh mad between two 
considerable towiiti ! " 

" It an't." 

"Why, surely this U the road to Austin r" 

" It an't." 

" Then this is not RrazosV " 

" It be Upijcr Brazos." 

" There arc two of tliein, then ; and the other, I 8up[>0se, 
is CD the Austin road ? " 
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conjectures that my head ached with overtaxed iiitfeDuilv to 
e8ca|)c from them. 

Alm>\}*s fablen have much to annwer for. The attnlHatio^ 
the gift of speech to aniinaU, by way of rhanu*t«*rixiiiv: tbrir 
generic qualities, takes a wondrou!» liold u|M>n th«* mii>-l; 
and as for me, 1 held ^Mmaginury c*onvvn«atii»ii» " «i::i 
everything that flew or iMHimltMl |>aHt. From thr cr«^ n 
lizanl that si*aled the shining cork-tnH*s, to the lazy toail Ui^: 
flopped heavily into the water, 1 had a wonl f<ir all. — a\, 
and thought they answereil me, t«M». 

Some, 1 fancied, chir|RHl pleanantly an«l merrily, a* th'xtjn 
to sav, **(i«) it. Con, mv heartv; l*harrv liai* *tri*lr a;i I 
win<l for niunv a mile vet!** S<»uie, with a wild iMr«-3rt«. 
would S4»ein to utter a cry of Hurpri^H' at the |me«% ai* if <i\- 
ing. '* Hutlle my feathers if Con *;« not in a hurrv ! '* Art •>.•! 
owl, with a horseshtH* wig, l(M)ke<l Hh<K'ke<l at my itn{ietu*>*iti. 
and Hh«Mik his wim* head in grave rebuke; fihile a fat x<ti' 
nmtic fn»g nearly ehokiKl with emotion as I hurU<*l t:;«- 
small |M*bbles into hin batli of duek-wet-il. Il*»w «trati«'«- 
wouhi life \h\ riHluri*^! to sueh i*«>mp!uiioii<«liip ! th<>u;:!it 1. 
WouM (»ue grailually sink d(»wn to the level «»f thi« ann.Ai 
existence, stieh an it ap|M*ars n«»w, or wouM om- «>l«\au* ::^ 
inferior animal to Home e(|uality of ihtelliu«-mvr 

The solitu<le whirh a nhort lime previon«* had Mi^«j«'*iltil - 
I know not now many! — brivrlit iniaginin&;H, prvM-iit«-<l u w 

the o||»« mid. unv:ir\ilii: lrttrrti«»n. — tlr»«ol:iti..n ; :u;.| .* , : 
alin«"*l Immiiiih- :i «i<iiilitfiil |»««nil \>li«thtr I Hlp.n'.'i ii.* a' 
turn iiiv lioi'^f'- Iir:nl :iiii| m:»k«' f«»i I PI** ' li? i/ * ^ '. 
tltillt li«»-.t of th«' l«»v:.|niu«.r. f;itlnf tli:in l't:i\i i i.i. ' • . 
fn"*ro" in tin' f«»r»*-t. It uu-. ju*** :it tin- in":ij« t.* • i* • * 
nilr*«ti«>n YM-ratiK' liHHitt«I in !i.\ tnni'l ih.il I )Htit.\«-; ! . 
faint tia«k «»f a w Ih-i 1 <mi iim -^fi-M* !.'••»-•» ••■ '!■• |'.»*;.«.i\ I 

di-^in'mnl* «l an«l rxamiiM 1 i- • .■•-• "v . H'-l - i.^.'.i-.i '. ; •* 

l'« 'Uht* [ )»:U t «in tli« ••tin I -li" • ■! * ■• • I i . .i:. i ^* :' .i .» . ** • 
fiiillu-r •»• ;i!< li I •■'■"ii'i «!• *• • f ■:.• !•» •' ; '' -»- *'* t^^-' !.■ • *• -. 
«'\ i'l«htlv lih- i< •' 1. 

I ii"*! •;:••■ I \\,'\i *.'>-'\\ * 'i. .« • '•'• ' .••»•• -i_'?»"». I ••I'tir •■. 
( li.il I \ •" :» - ..• : • ' •«• • . i« . :• . i ' •' • •• • • * ^^ • • ii- -il" * T ••i* 
ra« ii !:. i;- .' •■' * .» : li -;_'_• ^' !■_: t««« !»"|»« ••? •'••:i..i.j .j- 
\>.!'. !!n I ...i:. \\:.» t\iiUi»:.\ j"»M.t\ol at :i !»ri*k«"r p;!*-*- 
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than I had anticipated. The sailor's adage sajs that **A 
stem chase is a long chase ; ** and so it k. whether h be oo 
land or sea, — whether the porsoit be to overtake a flying 
Frenchman or Fortune! 

The san had sank beneath the tops of the tall trees, and 
only streamed throogh, in chance lines of light, upon the 
road, when suddenly I foond myself upon the verge of ao 
abmpt descent, at the bottom of which ran a narrow but 
rapid river. These great fissores, by whiefa the moontain 
streams descend to join the larger rivers, ar%r very common 
in Texas and throoghont the region whiefa borders on the 
Rocky Mountains, and form one of the greatest impediments 
to travelling in these tracts. 

As I gazed upon the steep descent, to have scrambled 
down which, even on foot, woold have been dangerous and 
difficult enough, I remembered that I had pastsed. alxMit half 
an hour before, a spot where the road ** forked " off into two 
separate directions, and at once resumed my march to this 
place, where I had the satisfaction of perceiving that the 
grass was yet rising under the recent passage of a wagon. 
A short and snarp canter down a gentle slope brr^ugbt roe 
once more in sight of the stream and of what was far nearer 
to my hopes, the long looked-for party with the Friar. 

The scene I now beheld was sufBcientlj <»triking for a 
picture. About fifty feet beneath where I ^t^jod. and on the 
bank of a boiling, foaming torrent, was a wa^on. drawn by 
two large horses; a covering of canvas fonne^l an awning 
overhead, and curtains of the same material clr^^^i the sides. 
A large, iwwerful-looking Mexican ^torxl l^ating the Htn-arn 
with a great pole, while the Friar, with hii* robes tur-k^fl up 
80 as to display a pair of enonn^Hi.4 nake^l legjt. oAn'inieA in 
this singular act of flagellation, from time Ut time arldre^Hing 
a hasty prayer to a small image which I jierceivwl he ha^l 
hung up against the canvas covering. The noi<^ of the 
rushing water and the crashing ^>ijnd of the MtickH pre- 
vented my hearing the voices, which were ui<mi volubly 
exerted all the while, and which, by accuHtornin^ u\yiM'.\f 
to the din, I at last perceive^l were um^\ in ••xhortin;^ th<» 
horses to courage. The animaU. how^-v^T. jrav*? nr> t/>k»*ri of 
returning confidence, nor showe<l the hligljte?»t inclination tf> 



308 CONFESSIONS OF C()N CREGAX. 

advance. On the contrary, whenever IhI forwartl a iiarr «« 
two, they invariably Hpran}^ Imek with a iMiuml that threat- 
ened to amash their tackle or ii|Wi*t the wa;;on ; n«ir was it 
without much careBtfin^ and eiu*uura^i*uit*iit that th«*y «««*ii 
stand quiet again. Meanwhile, the Friar*H fx«*rti«»n!« «rf* 
re<loubleii at every moment, and L>oth hin prayvnt ati«l b» 
thrashings iR^i'ume more animati'il. Ititlf(*<l, it wai* rurf^M 
to watch with what agility his bulky tlgun* ulttTiiat**^! frin 
the work of Ix^ating the water to gi*Hti<*ulatia^ U*fi>rv *MU 
Virgin.*' Now, as 1 looketl, a stnull (Nirnor <»f ihf <-aii\A* 
curtain was moviMl asi<le, and a hand ap|H*ari*<l, whtrh. •■%rD 
without the large straw fan it carrii^l, uiigtil haw Utn )ir>- 
nouncHHl a female one. Thin, howi'vor, ua.i v»tM.*tiliiv mtii- 
drawn on some olNUTvation from thv Friar, ami the curtA.u 
was ch>S4Ml ritfidlv as In^fort'. 

All my conjectures as to this singular prtxtvtlini? U-ifi;: :o 
vain. I resolveil to join the party. touaitU whom 1 |Nroi\r>i 
the road IimI bv a slightly circuitous deMvnt. 

Cautiously wendini; my way down tlii** ^lo|»^^ wln*'h Ctw 
Htee|H»r as 1 advaiK'tMl, I had s<'an*ely iea<*hi**l the ri\f r •►ir 
when I wa^ |M»n*eive<l by tlie |Mirty. I^»th the Friar and Ux* 
follower eeaH^'d their |M'rforinan<*i' on the iti««t.int, and *-^*t 
their eyes upwards in the roail with a i»lan<^- that ^^h-w-l 
thev were on •• the l(M>k-out " ft»r oIImt-. 'lUv\ «\tn fltai.^'id 
their |M>nition. to have a U'tter view of the path. an<I •»« « -.-.•I 
:iH if n:i:il»l»' t«» |mi •.ii:nii* tlMrn«»«l\ r«» thnt I i*"!.! U v 
r<» iii\ xiiliilat i.»ii. NNlii< li I iiKi'lf 1»\ •■• 'tj' li "ii-^Iv :. i. _^ ■ , 

h:il :ui'l Im.wmi'J |.i«\, tln-v ••Ilru'l h" irtuiii. :ii.-l I-.-n. ; 
1 I»:»llv lMli»\r tln\ wrir f:ir !•»•• lui" li "^ii'i'' — • i' ' 
^^l•l<l•*n M j»|m:ii :iiiri- !•• :i?m»i«1 lih :tii\ •»!/{:* ••' w. • ■■•.. \* 

I r:i!iM- III ;if I'l . I •■•Ml'.'! -• .• ti.i! t !i. | ■ i i: ii. » li V.. « ;•- : * ■ ' 
tin- x\ Mj-'ii. Mii'l. :i«< if • M-i; lilv. • \;i'i .ii-.l ' .. « . 'i.:.... .r i 
thru. •«:itl^f!. •! *• lii:i! :i.". \\ i~ •:.:'.•. " ' ■ a ..— «•' i^; ■:. * '. : .. 
\ir:u\ of 111"' lH;l-t«», :ili'i U.I '. I ! r •:.•. i ; > I- ■ 

•• < iiNMJ il.-iN . S, '...•( i' , . .. ~ I : • . I ' . I' . 11, Sj, 4. :» _ 

wlnli- tin* M« \i< I'l '.'■%. i .»• !.:.- . • x . • ..:^ '.••:..' '-ATr* !'•-! 

I! f !i . :i I ■ ■ I I • t : • . ■ i J < i j . • < • ! j »< I - . w . • . . I . • * • I , . t ! J ■ , :i r • I f t 

<'.»ul : -ri. 

'•<»""-l txt I. ■•!_'. i.i".'!. !«■••. •'.i.i 1. Ill Knj'.:«»h. "I 

)):t\« ri'l-lrii ijiii'l {>> (Mi:ii«- nit wait \<>ii. !••! Xnv la<»t lwi*t.:v 

• • • 

milt"." 



** ProBB lilt rtaoep r «ui. tiu «*i«d. anroftrsoBL. »nr- *»«: 
wHii BO pemiisr cndenfie- of iiiiiawii'! ar JHurruu. £t%^ vniS^^Tt 



** From y€far c«im euuiiirv. Ftx Jl^!iie*. jhu. a. .hmd^ 
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•• And iiow «w Tdn mn%Iim£ be?* *: *" «m<. i«v. -slil. ^'^•*' 

*♦ A misuke of tiie nma I ** «mc 1, rdiilibtui:^ ; ?«: 9»)!^mi/^ 
I had invented mx htsi liiocTapiiicsLl ^fOcL. - 1 «-d;s at. t4v 
way to Aastin, wiiitber I liad oe^qiKiriieA n;T ^sorN-^Dft^ An4 
baggage, wben acadentalhr xakiiu; xht Tom i*> V^j^^x^r l^rMrtV 
instead of the lower one, 1 f oand itx^rlf ^^nK- imv^^y wi)<«s 
off my track before I knew of it. 1 sh<>QM h«\T i^ii^kv) Ivit^k 
when I discovered my error, bat that 1 heaixi lh*t a Kt-i^^n ii 
couotryman, too, had just set out towanU IVxar^ Thi|>i in- 
telligence at once determined mo to continue n\v x^ii\\ x\ h^oh 
I rejoice to find has been so far sucoessful/* 

To judge from the *' Padre's'' faoo, tho ploasiuv \\\x\ \\\\\ 
appear reciprocal. lie lookeii at mo ami tho \vn^>n t\\Wv- 
nately, and then he cast his eyes towanls tho Moxlonn, whi»» 
understanding nothing of English, was ovitloiilly hohllnu 
himself ready for any measures of a hostiU* ohitritoliM'. 

** Going to Austin," at last said tiio Fiiiir. »» Vmi Mit> ii 
merchant, then ? " 

*'No," said I, smiling HUiKTciliouMly ; •» I iitn ii mmmi' 
traveller for pleasure, my object hi'iiig lo umUo n Imim nf 
the prairies, and by some of thtj Mt'xUnu t'UU^^ \iitnn. 
my return to Europe." 

'* Heaven guide and prot<f<'t you." mM h«'. f«r.< nH y wii)^ 
a wave of his hand like k'avif-takinj/, ** I UU isf u*,^ u \u,,>i 
to wander in after nightfall. You un* wa-)) tft'^unh'i .»,..i .. 
good rider; posh on, Xhtnx* tuy v/u, mA y*f*t ii #« u, /, /',> ,. . 
before the mooo btU.^ 

**lf that be tout r*m4. F>ti>tt ^v.-; } i, ,*,. . 
no object Willi xue- I *d ntu***? y^n </Muy, • . ,. .., 
proceed alone.** 

••Ahem!*' muA 1**:- m'j^m luy v^i '*»«#*/ ' , .. ^, 
Bexar, it i» tru*- hvXiU^r ^ni' «•• //...i.* „ ,* 
the waf<«i yt iiKm}. uui i *i<'v * ^.».,/, ... - 

nml JM5UL ic? \ni* onm^'*' « *->#' 



» V ' I » 
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** My iiiaro has* pjt i|uit«» cMioii;rli of it." Kiiil I. :r\ i-*:-* 
to rciiiuiii with him U'iii^ trrl^rtl liy hi^i i>\tTti«>ii^ ii> ^* *. rj>\ 
of nil", **Whi'ii I t»viTt«Mik y<»ii, I w:is* il«*tiTiiiit)iii.' \»* \j» 
inoiitit :iii<l spurt* my U'ast ; ho that t/'tnr yurv will !.••: w. \^ 
)i*aHt iiu'oiiviMiioiKr iiu*.*' 

Tlie l*atln\ iimtr:i<l of ri'plyiii'j l»i iih-. inMri— -m-i • vjt 
words to th(* .Mi*xi<*aii in Spanish. i\hifh, wli:iti\ii ilit\ H.-t. 
thi' other i»iily aiiswrr«'«l liy a ^ha^p !<hip *^i. \\\^ y.xAu ■' ' <- 
t»t(H*k of liiH rith'« ami a vitv si:;iiitir:iiit L'l:utri* :it ii:- .:- ;•. 
where a hip^^e iMiwIe-kiiife •:liiter«'il in all tin- fifiii>>!.i ■ : .:« 
iinsheathtMl splen^lor. As if niM iiotieini: ilii<« puni<>?ai-:> I 
clrew forth my '• IIar|N'r*s Kerry pi:*t«»l" fi-iin ihi li- -■.•. 
ami oxaniineil th«' priiniie^, — a littlr )>it y*\ •l:«|l.i\ I :. . "< 

Hatisfa('ti<ill to prp'«*ivr Man lint tlil'itun :i%%:i\ ••ti •."•'* 

Friar or the lavmaii. At a \\ih>1 fmni tin- f<'Mii*i. .*«.■.■-. 
tlu' latter heiian oner a-^aiii )ii*< «ipii:i(iMii^ uiih *:• ■• . 
the Friar rf*»nniin:: hi** plai-r !n--.|i1i- th** raii!« :4-» \\ •■ ■.. .;. 
for;:etful <»f my pr«-sen<'e tlh-r**. 

" .May I a^'k tin* oKjiTt of this ppN*i«i-iliii*j. I'.r ., ■ .. " 

I, ** uliii'li. nnle*»'« if 1h> a *<le\iiti>ii}:il «\« n-i-*! . i- ;-:•.• 
nnai'i-iiiiiitaMe to nii-." 

Tin- l*a«lre liNik«><l at \\\v witlhMit -[hmkiuj ;!•:*• • 
droUiTV of hi- ivr -Ifiui-il that he hoiiM h:i\i !: i i 
tioii to liainiv a \*'^\ \\\\\\ inr. i^iif thi> linn- aiil :>'. i • 

■ - ■ 

lillllli:. "I pririiNi-." •«ai>l 111', at Ii-MlMIi. " Th.il '. . . ■ 

liot i il|!'Mi-\ • <1 ill t1.i*> 1:iIi<1. Ill \>il| u > •■i!-i '. L\ • >« 

;t* ;;il" -i-;t-«li iiu •'lii.i':,- -tli-iiii.-l \\\\ \ im*, •. i ■ 

'j;i'' «: ". Ml I- 1 l!..ll W lull till- I :i:Tii i.:i\ .■ !•• Ill ..• .1 

I.!' ':;. T!.i'\ !l t\ f h- • <■• 'ij* i ji •.! i •■,•«, .i ■ i\ . • .; '. ; 

l!.-':iiif. ii'Wi \« '. '« .1. .,. - •:.• •!. *\: \* )n .I'lrij ' .• • »'. ■ 

I I . « ; ■ \\ ■ t . , ■ ■ J ■ T . . ■. - I I 1 1 :..-«■ ■. ' I 1 • _• I -t •;.■■■. . i 

•' 1 •«. •■ \\..\* \ !• I i"'- 1 . .■ .- . .*.:. 1 ■:•.■'. • 

« .!-■ . -i;-! I, •■;■■■.' I I ■ ■■■ • . I.: .1'. ;. ■ i- ■ . • • 

*■ I. ■ ■'.* -i* V. ,• ■..,•', - • . . .-. I', i \ ;i ■;; ^. . « -, . ■ 

•» ■. i ..•.;■■:■.'■ ■ • • i ;■ ■ ; ■ - . ■' ! »: ! ^-.ir •••...■ *!..•.• 

! ■ • . i • - • . ■ - . - • . . ■ • . -.^ . . . . I • I .•!■; M -.;.,;':;•■ I 

■'•i .-I" • 

■ .\ I 1 I . . I . ' I . . . : 1 . - . I • . . 



THE LOG-HUT AT BRAZOS. 309 

'* From the States?" said the Friar, approaching me, but 
with no peculiar evidences of pleasure at hearing his native 
language. 

*' From your own country, Fra Miguel," said I, boldly — 
" an Irishman." 

''And how are you travelling here?" said he, still pre- 
serving his previous air of caution and resen'e. 

'* A mistake of the road ! " said I, confidently ; for already 
I had invented my last biographical sketch. '* I was on the 
way to Austin, whither 1 had despatched my servants and 
baggage, when accidentally taking the turn to Upper Brazos 
instead of the lower one, 1 found myself some twenty miles 
off my track before I knew of it. I should have turned back 
when I discovered my error, but that I heard that a Friar, a 
countryman, too, had just set out towards Bexar. This in- 
telligence at once determined me to continue my way, which 
I rejoice to find has been so far successful." 

To judge from the ''Padre*s" face, the pleasure did not 
appear reciprocal. He looked at me and the wagon alter- 
nately, and then he cast his eyes towards the Mexican, who, 
understanding nothing of English, was evidently holding 
himself ready for any measures of a hostile character. 

*' Going to Austin, " at last said the Friar. *' You are a 
merchant, then?" 

''No," said I, smiling superciliously; "I am a mere 
traveller for pleasure, my object being to make a tour of 
the prairies, and by some of the Mexican cities, before 
my return to Europe." 

'' Heaven guide and protect you," said he, fervently, with 
a wave of his hand like leave-taking. '* This is not a land 
to wander in after nightfall. You are well mounted, and a 
good rider ; push on, then, my son, and you *ll reach Bexar 
before the moon sets." 

" If that be your road. Father," said I, " as speed is 
no object with me, I 'd rather join company with you than 
proceed alone." 

'*Ahem!" said he, looking confused, "I am going to 
Bexar, it is true, Seilhor ; but my journey is of the slowest : 
the wagon is heavy, and a sick companion whom it contains 
cannot travel fast. Go, then, ' con Dios ! ' and we may 
meet again at our journey's end." 
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'^ My mare has got quite enough of it,** said I, mj desire 
to remain with him being trebled by his exertions to get rid 
of me. "When I overtook you, I was determining to dis- 
mount and spare my beast ; so that your pace will not in the 
least inconvenience me." 

The Padre, instead of replying to me, addressed some 
words to the Mexican in Spanish, which, whatever they were, 
the other only answered by a sharp slap of his palm on the 
stock of his rifle, and a very significant glance at his girdle, 
where a large bowie-knife glittered in all the freedom of its 
unsheathed splendor. As if not noticing this pantomime, I 
drew forth my '* Harp>er's Ferry pistol" from the holster, 
and examined the priming, — a little bit of display I had the 
satisfaction to perceive was not thrown away on either the 
Friar or the layman. At a word from the former, however, 
the latter began once again his operations with the pole, 
the Friar resuming his place beside the cattle as if totally 
forgetful of my presence there. 

*'May I ask the object of this proceeding. Father?" said 
I, " which, unless it be a ' devotional exercise,* is perfectl}' 
unaccountable to me." 

The Padre looked at me without speaking; but the sly 
drollery of his eye showed that he would have had no objec- 
tion to bandy a jest with me, were the time and place more 
fitting. "I perceive," said he, at length, "that you have 
not journeyed in this land, or you would have known that 
at this season the streams abound with caymans and alli- 
gators, and that when the cattle have been once attacked bv 
them, they have no courage to cross a river after. Their 
instinct, however, teaches them that beating the waters in- 
sures safety, and many a Mexican horse will not go knee- 
deep without this ceremony being performed." 

" I see that your cattle are unusually tired in tlie present 
case," said I, " for you have been nigh half an hour here, to 
my own knowledge." 

" Look at that black mare's fore-leg, and you *11 see why," 
said he, pointing to a deep gash, which laid bare the white 
tendons for some inches in length, while a deep pool of blood 
flowed around the animal's hoof. 
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A cry from the Mexican here broke in upon our colloquy, 
as, throwing down his pole, he seized his rifle, and dropped 
upon one Jtnee in the attitude of defence. 

'" What is it, Sancho?" cried the Friar. 

A few words of guttural followed, and the Padre said it 
was a large alligator that had just carried off a chiguire — a 
wild pig — under the water with him. This stream is a tribu- 
tary of the CoUoredo, along the banks of which these crea- 
tures' eggs are found in thousands! 

My blood ran cold at the horrid thought of being attacked 
by such animals, and I readily volunteered my assistance at 
the single-stick exercise of ray companion. 

The Friar accepted my offer without much graciousness, 
but rather as that of an unwelcome guest who could not be 
easily got rid of. 
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